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2 INTRODUCTORY NOTE [cHAP. XIII

Secretary, that nine years later he thought he could caleulate on the
support of England under Aberdeen (then Premier) in a scheme for
the partition of Turkey. Lord Malmesbury, who a few years later
became Foreign Secretary, states in his memoirs that during this
visit, the Czar, Sir Robert Peel, the Duke of Wellington, and Lord
Aberdeen * drew up and signed a Memorandum, the spirit and scope
of which was to support Russia in her legitimate protectorship of the
Greek relizion and the Holy Shrines, and to do so without consulting
France,” but the Memorandum was in reality only one made by
Nicholas of his recollection of the interview, and communicated
subsequently to Lord Aberdeen.

No events of special interest took place in other parts of Europe;
the condition of affairs in the Peninsula improved, though the
announcement of the unfortunate marriage of the Queen Mother
with the Dulke of Rianzares was not of hopeful augury for the young
Queen Isabella’s future ; as a matter of fact, the marriage had taken

place some time previously.



CHAPTER XIII
1841

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgions.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 9th Jonuary 1844.

My pEAREsT UNcie,—I had the pleasure of receiving your
kind letter of the 4th, which i3 written from Ardenne, whers
I grizve to see you are again gone without my beloved Louise.

Charlotte is the admiration of every one, and T wish much
I could have seen the three dear children en représentation.

Our fat Vic or Pussette learns a verse of Lamartine by heart,
which ends with “le tableau se déroule & mes preds”; to
show how well she had understood this difficult line which
Madlle. Charier had explained to her, I must tell you the follow-
ing bon mof.  When she was riding on her pony, and looking
at the cows and sheep, she turned to Mdlle. Charer and said :
“ Voud le tableau qu: se déroule & mes pieds.,” Is not this
extraordimary for a Iittle child of three years old 7 It 1s more
hke what a person of twenty would say. You have no notion
what a knowing, and I am sorry to say sly, littlerogue she 1s,
and so obstinate. She and le petit Frére accompany us to dear
old Claremont to-day ; Ahce remains here under Lady Lyttel~
ton’s care. How sorry I am that youn should have hurt your
leg, and in such a provoking way ; Albert says he remembers
well your playing often with a pen-knife when you talked,
and I remember 1t also, but it 1s really dangerous

I am happy that the news from Paris are good ; the really
good understanding between our two Governments provokes
the Carhsts and Anarchists Bordeaux! 1s not yet gone;
T saw in a letter that it was debated in his presence whether ho
was on any favourable occasion de se présenter en France!

3 The Duc do Bordesnx, only son of the Duc de Rerrd, had by the death of Charles X.
and the renancistion of sil claims to the French Throne on the part Of the Duc d'An-

gouléme, become the representative of the elder branch of the Bourbons, He had
intended bis viat to England to have a private character only
)



4 THE SPANISH MARRIAGE [crRAP. XM

Do you think that possible ? Then again the papers say that
there are fortifications being made on the coast of Normandy
for fear of an invasion ; is this so ? These are many ques-
tions, but I hope you will kindly answer them, as they interest
me. With Albert’'s love. Believe me, ever, your devoted
Niece, Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to the Earl of Aberdeen.
CLAREMONT, 10th January 1844,

The Queen understands that there is & negotiation with
Sweden and Denmark pending about the cessation of their
tribute to Morocco, likewise that Prince Metternich has sent
a despatch condemning as unfair the understanding come to
between us and France about the Spanish marriage ;! that
there is a notion of exchanging Hong Kong for a more healthy
colony.

Thg Queen, taking a deep interest in all these matters, and
feeling it her duty to do so, begs Lord Aberdeen to keep her.
" always well informed of what is on the tapis in his Department.

Queen Victoria to the Earl of Aberdeen.
CLAREMONT, 13th January 1844.

The Queen has received Lord Aberdeen’s letter of the
10th, and returns him the papers which he sent her, with
her best thanks. She does not remember to have seen them
before.

The Queen takes this opportunity to beg Lord Aberdeen
to cause the despatches to be sent a little sooner from the
Foreign Office, as drafts in particular have often come to the
Queen a week or a fortnight after they had actually been sent
across the sea. i

With respect to the Hanoverian Orders, Lord Aberdeen has
not quite understood what the Queen meant. It was Sir C.
Thornton and others to whom the Queen had refused permission
to accept the favour, on a former occasion, by which the King
of Hanover was much affronted. The Queen would not like
to have herself additionally fettered by any new regulation,
but Lord Aberdeen will certainly concur with the Onasn that

1 See ante, vol. i. p. 487.
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it would not be expedient to give to the King of Hanover a
power which the Queen herself does not possess, viz. that of
granting orders as favours, or for personal services ; as the
number of the different classes of the Guelphic Order be-
stowed on Enghshmen is innumerable, it would actually
invest the King with such a power, which, considering how
much such things are sought after, might be extremely
inconvenent.

The Queen will not give & final decision upon this case until
she returns to Windsor, where she has papers explanatory of
the reasons which caused her to dechine the King of Hanover’s
appheation i 1838.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
CLAREONT, 164 January 1644,

My DEAREST UNcLE,—Many thapks for your kind letter of
the 11th. Louise can give you the details of the httle upset
I and Lady Douro had, and which I did not think worth whilo
to mentiont It was the strangest thing possible to happen,
and the most unlikely, for we were gomng quite quietly, not at
all in & narrow lane, with very quiet ponies and my usual
postillion ; the fact was that the boy looked the wrong way,
and therefore did not perceive the ditch which he so cleverly
got us into.

We leave dear Claremont, as usual, with the greatest regret ;
we are 50 peaceable here ; Windsor is beautiful and comfort-
able, but it is a palace, and God knows how willingly T would
always live with my beloved Albert and our children in the
quiet and retirement of private life, and not be the constant
object of observation, and of newspaper articles. The children
{Pussette and Bertie) have been most remarkably well, and so
have we, in spite of the very bad weather we had most days.
T am truly and really grieved that good excellent Nemours is
again not to get his dotation? Really we constitutional
countries are foo shabby.

Now, dearest Uncle, I must bid you adieu, begging you to
bebeve me, ever your devoted Niece, Victoria R.

1 On the 5th of January the Queen's phaeton was overturned at Horton, Rear Dachef
whule druving to the meet of Princa Alberts Harmers, =

2 On the oocasion of the marnage of the Duc and Duchesss de Nemours (1840), the
Eiﬁﬁ“?‘fe?éi‘ by the Soult Government for & Parhsmentary grant ot 500,000 trancs had
e}
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Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 30th January 1S4,

My pearest U~xcrLie,—I must begin by thanking you for
your kind letter of tho 26th, and by wishing you joy that the
foto went oft so well. T am glad Leo will appear at the next
ball ; he is nearly nine years old, and it is good to accustom
children of his rank early to theso things.

Guizot’s speech is exceedingly admired, with the exception
of his having said more than he was justified to do about the
right of search.t  Our speech has been very difficult to frame ;
wo should liko to have mentioned our visits to France and
Belgium, but it has been found impossible to do so ; France is
mentioned, and it is the first time since 1834 !

To-morrow we go up to Town ** pour ce bore,” as the good
King always said to me ; whenever there were tiresome people
to present ho always said : ** Je vous demande pardon de ce
bore.”

I have had a tircsome though not at all violent cold which
I was alarmed might spoil the sonorousness of my voice for the
speech on Thursdey, but it promises well now.

I own I always look with horror to the beginning of a
Parliamentary campaign.

With Albert’s love. Ever your devoted Niece,
Victoria R.

Qucen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 6th February 1844.

My DEARLY BELOVED UNCLE,— You must now be the father
to us poor bereaved, heart-broken children.? To describe to
you all that we have suffered, all that we do suffer, would be
difficult ; God has heavily afflicted us ; we feel crushed, over-
whelmed, bowed down by the loss of one who was so deservedly
loved, I may say adored, by his children and family ; I loved
him and looked on him as my own father ; his like we shall not
see again ; that youth, that amiability, and kindness in his own
house which was the centre and rendezvous for the whole
family, will never be seen again, and my poor Angel’s fondest
thought of beholding that dearly beloved Vaterhaus—where his

1 He insisted that French trade must be kept under the exclusive surveillance of the

Trench flag.
2 The Duke of Saxc-Coburg Gotha died on 29th January.
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thoughts continually were—again is for ever gone and his poor
heart bleeds to feel th1s is for ever gone. Our promused visit,
our dearest Papa’s, and our fondest wish, all 13 put an end to
The violence of our grief may be over, but the desolate feelng
which succeeds it is worse, and tears are arelief. I have never
known real grief till now, and 1t has made a lasting impression
onme. A father is such a near relation, you are a piece of hrm
in fact,—and all (as my poor deeply afflicted Angel says) tho
earliest pleasures of your Life were given you by a dear father ;
that can never be replaced though tume may soften the pang.
And indeed one loves to cling to one’s grief ; I can understand
Louise's feeling in her overwhelming sorrows

Let me now join my humble entreaties to Albert’s, relative
to the request about dearest Louise, which he has made It
is a sacrifice T ask, but if you knew the sacrifice I make in letting
and urging Albert fo go, I am sure, if you can you well grant 1t
I have never been separated from hum even for one night, and
the thought of such a separation is quite dreadful ; still, I feel
Ilcoulld bfar it,—1 have made up my mund to it, as the very
i leale v g PR PR 4

my all and all, even only for a fortnight, will be to me !

We feel some years older since these days of mourning
Mamma is celm, but poor Aunt Julia! is indeed much to be
pitied. Ever, dearest Uncle, your devoted and unhappy
Niece and Child, Victoris R.

Queen Vicloria to the King of the Belgians.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 13th February 1844,
My pRaresT UxcLE,—I received your dear, kind but sad

Tobbam ~2 01 - Qb <o 00

of etermity where we shall all meet again never to part; you
should think (as wo constantly do now} that those whom we

1 The Grand Duchess Constantme of
doeent Grand Duchess C:brt;‘rgn me of Russta, sster of the Duchess of Kent and cf the
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havo lost are far happier than woe are, and love us still, and in
a far moro perfeet way than we can do in this world ! When
the first. moments and days of overwhelming grief are over
these refleetions are the greatest balm, the greatest consola:
tion to the bleeding heart.

I hope you will kindly let me have a few lines of hope by the
Tuesday’s messenger.  Iver your truly devoted Nicce and
Child, Yicroria R.

P.S.—0'Connell’'s being pronounced guilty is a grea
trinmph.!

Viscount Meclbourne to Queen Victoria.
SOUTR STREET, 3rd April 1844,

Lord Melbourne presents his humble duty to your Majesty
with many thanks for your Majesty’s note of the 28th ult
Lord Meclbourne believes that your Majesty is quite right in
saying that Lord Melbourne has still some health left, if he will
but take care of it. Lord Melbourne told Dr Holland, with-
out mentioning your Majesty’s name, that this had been said
to him by a friend, and Dr Holland immediately said that it
was very just and true, and very well expressed, and quite what
he should have said himself. At the same time, the change
from strength to weakness and the evident progress of de-
cadenco is a very hard and disagreeable trial.  Lord Melbourne
has been reading Cicero on old age, a very pretty treatise, but
he does not find much consolation after it ; the principal
practical resources and alleviations which he recommends are
agriculture and gardening, to both of which, but more par-
ticularly to the latter, Lord Melbourne has already had recourse.
It is certainly, as your Majesty says, wrong to be impatient
and to repine at everything, but still it is difficult not to be so.
Lady Uxbridge’s death 2 is a shocking event, a dreadful loss to
him and to all. Lord Melbourne always liked her. Lord
Melbourne is going down to Brocket Hall to-morrow, and will
try to get Uxbridge and the girls to come over and dine.

Lord Melbourne has felt very much for the grief which your
Majesty must feel at a separation, even short and temporary,
from the Prince, and it is extremely amiable to feel comforted
by the recollection of the extreme pleasure which his visit will
give to his and your Majesty’s relations. It is, of course,

1 He had been indicted with Charles Gavan Duffy and others for seditious conspiracy.
2 Henrietta Maria, daughter of Sir Charles Bagot, G.C.B,
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impossible that your Majesty shovld in travelling divest your-
self of your character and dignity.

Lord Melbourne has just driven round the Regent’s Park,
where there are many elmond trees s bloom, and looking
besutiful.

Sir Robert Peel to Queen Vicloria.
WHITENALL, 23rd April 1844,

Sir Robert Peel, with his humble duty to your Majesty, begs
leave to acquaint your Majesty that he has every resson to
believe that the Court of Directors will fo-morrow, by an
unsnimous vote, resolve on the actual recall of Lord Ellen-
borough.t

Queen Vicloria to Sir Robert Peel.
BUCKINGEAM PALACE, 23rd dpril 1944

The Queen has heard with the greatest regret from Sir R.
Peel that the Court of Directors, after all, mean to recall Lord
Ellenborough. She cannot but consider this very unwise at
this critical moment, and a very ungrateful return for the
eminent services Lord Ellenborough has rendered to the Com-
pany in India. They ought not to forget so soon in what state
Lord Ellenborough found affairs m 1842. The Queen would
not be sorry if these gentlemen knew that this is her opinion,

The King of the Belgians to Queen Vicloria
LAYREN, Srd May 1848,

My DEARCST VICTORIA,—Whenever you wish to make me
truly happy, you will have the power of doing so by repeating
expressions as kind and affectionate as those contained in
your dear little letter of the 30th. I have ever had the care
and affection of a real father for you, and it has perhaps even
been freer from many drawbacks which occasionelly wll exist
betwixt parents and children, be they ever so well and affec-
tionately together. With me, even from the moment in
ik s smomalens prinlege wos exerased by the Directors in Sonsequence chuefy of
with them, Jus too aggTessive policy, and hus theatrcal 16ve of display,

VOL. I 1*
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January 1820, when I was called by a messenger to Sidmouth,
my care for you has been unremitting, and never has there
been a cloud between us. . . . A thing which often strikes me,
in a very satisfactory manner, is that we never had any bitter
words, a thing which happens even with people who are very
lovingly together ; and the little row which we had in 1838
you remember well, and do not now think that I was wrong.t
De pareilles relations sont rares ; may they ever continue !

I cannot leave this more serious topic without adding that
though you were always warm-hearted and right-minded, it
must strike yourself how matured every kind and good feeling
is in your generous heart. The heart, and not the head, is the
safest guide in positions like yours, and this not only for this
earthly and very short life, but for that which we must hope
for hereafter. When a life draws nearer its close, how many
earthly concerns are there that appear still in the same light ?
and how clearly the mind is struck that nothing has been and is
still of real value, than the nobler and better feelings of the
heart ; the only good we can hope to keep as a precious store
for the future. What do we keep of youth, beauty, richness,
power, and even the greatest extent of earthly possessions ?
Norama ! . . . Your truly devoted Uncle, Lrororp R.

Sir Robert Peel to Queen Victoria.
WHITEHALL, 56 May 1841,

Sir Robert Peel, with his humble duty to your Majesty, and
believing that he is acting in accordance with your Majesty’s
own opinion, begs leave to submit to your Majesty that it may
be advisable that he should by the present mail inform Lord
Ellenborough that it is your Majesty’s intention to confer on
him, at a very early period, as a mark of your Majesty’s
approval of Lord Ellenborough’s conduct and services
in India, the rank of an Earl and the Grand Cross of the
Bath.

Lord Ellenborough may be at liberty (should your Majesty
approve) to notify this publicly in India—and thus make it
known that the general line of policy recently pursued has had
the full sanction of your Majesty, and will not be departed
from.

These were the honours conferred upon Lord Auckland.

If they were conferred on the instant, it might rather seem &

1 See Letters of Queen Victoria and the King of the Belgians, ante, vol. i. pp. 116-120.
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of Lord L ough s and any
that may arise in Parliament.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
CLARENONT, 24t May 1844,

Dearest Uxcre,—Though not my day I must write you a
line to say how vexed we are at this most unfortunate and most
wmprudent brochure of Jomnville’s ;! 1t has made a wery bad
effect here, and will rouse all the envy and hatred between the
tuo Nawes again, which 1t was our great effort to subdue—
and thes all for nothing ! 1 can’t tell you how angry people are,
and how poor Had)y will get abused And thus all after our
having been on such mtimate terms with him and having
sailed with him ' If he comes here, what shall we do ? Re-
ceive with open arms one who has talked of ravaging our coasts
and burning our towns ? Indeed 1t 1s most lamentable, you
know how we hke huim, and that therefore it must be very
annoying to us to see him get himself into such a scrape  We
shall overlook 1t, but the people kere won’t! It wll blow over,
but 1t will do rmmense harm. We who wish to become more
and more closely umted with the French family are, of course,
much put out by this return. 'We shall forgive and forget, and
feel it was not intended to be pubhshed-—but the public kere
will not so easily, and will put the worst construction on
it all

Pray, dearest Uncle, tell me what could possess Jornville to
write 1t, and still more to have it printed ¢ Won’t 1t annoy
the King and Nemours very much ! Enfin c'est malhcureur,
cest wndiscret au plus haut degré—and it provokes and vexes
us sadly. Tell me all you Anow and think about it ; for you
can do so with perfect safety by our courer.

I have written dearest Louise an account of my old birthday,
which will please you, I think. The weather is very fine.
Ever your truly devoted Niece and Child, Vicroria R.
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Qucen Victoria to the Earl of Aberdeen.
29tk May 1844,

If Lord Aberdeen should not have read the Prince de
Joinville’s pamphlet, the Queen recommmends him to do so, as
one cannot judge fairly by the extracts in the newspapers.
Though it docs not lessen the extreme imprudence of the
Prince’s publishing what must do harm to the various French
Governments, it certainly is not intentionally written to offend
England, and on the contrary frankly proves us to be im-
mensely superior to the French Navy in every way.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 4th June 1844

My BELOVED UNCLE,—I gave Louise a long and detailed
description of the Emperor,! etc. The papers are full of the
details. A great event and a great compliment his visit cer-
tainly is, and the people here are extremely flattered at it.
He is certainly a very striking man ; still very handsome ; his
profile is beautiful, and his manners most dignified and grace-
ful ; extremely civil-—quite alarmingly so, as he is so full of
attentions and politesses. But the expression of the eyes is
formidable, and unlike anything T ever saw before. He gives
me and Albert the impression of & man who is not happy, and
on whom the weight of his immense power and position weighs
heavily and painfully ; he seldom smiles, and when he does the
expression is not & happy one. He is very easy to get on with.
Really, it seems like a dream when I think that we breakfast
and walk out with this greatest of all earthly Potentates 8s
quietly as if we walked, etc., with Charles or any one. We
took him, with the dear good King of Saxony,? who is a great
contrast to the Czar (and with whom I am quite at my ease),
to Adelaide Cottage after breakfast. The grass here is just as
if it had been burned with fire. How many different Princes
have we not gone the same round with !'! The children arée
much admired by the Sovereigns—(how grand this sounds!)
—and Alice allowed the Emperor to take her in his arms, and
kissed him de son propre accord. We are always so thankful
that they are not shy. Both the Emperor and the King are
guite enchanted with Windsor. The Emperor said very

1 The Emperor Nicholas of Russia had just arrived on 2 visit to England.
2 Frederick Augustus II.
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poliment : * C'est digne de vous, Madame.” I must say the
Waterloo Room lit up with that entire service of gold looks
splendid ; and the Reception Room, beautiful to sit in after-
wards, The Emperor praised my Angel very much, sayng:
“Cest impossible de voir un plus joh gargon ; 1l a I'atr st noble
et s1 bon”; which I must say ¢s very true. The Emperor
amused the King and e by saying he was so embarrassé when
people were presented to him, and that he felt so * gauche
en frac, which certainly he‘l.s qmte. umccuatmrfefi tg wear If

to-day, but I have remained at home.

I thnk it is time to conclude my long letter

If the French are angry at this vistt, let their dear King
and their Princes come; they will be sure of a truly affec-
tionate reception on our part. The one which Emperor
Nicholas has received is cordial and civil, maws ne vient pas
du ceeur.

T humbly beg that any remarks which may not be favourable
to our great visitor may not go beyond you and Lowse, and not
to Partis Ever your devoted Niece, VicToria R.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 1164 June 1844,

My DEAREST UncLE,—I received your very kind and long
letter of the 7th on Sunday, and thank you very much for it.
T am deligt that my d you, and I shall try
and give you some more to-day, which you will see come from
an unbiassed and impartial mind, and which I trust therefore
wrll be relied upon The excitement has ceased as suddenly
as it had begun, and I am still confused about it. I will go
back to where I last left you. The Revue! on the 5th was
really very interesting, and our reception as well as that of the
Emperor most enthusiastic. Lowse tells me you had a review
the same day, and that it also was so hot. Our children were
there, end chermed On the Gth we went with the Emperor
and King to the races? and I never saw such & crowd ; again

1 In bonour of the Emperor a Review was held in Windsor Great Park.
2 At Aseot
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lere the reception was most brilliant. Every evening a large
dinner in the Waterloo Room, and the two last evenings in
uniforms, as the Emperor disliked so being ¢ frac, and was
quite embarrassed in it. On the 7th we took him and the
King back here, and in the evening had a party of 260 about.
On Saturday (8th) my Angel took the Emperor and XKing to
a very elegant brealfast! at Chiswick, which I for prudence’
sake did nof go to, but was very sorry for it. In the evening
we went to the Opera (not in State), but they recognised us,
and we were most brilliantly received. I had to force the
Emperor forward, as he never would come forward when I was
there, and I was obliged to take him by the hand and make
him appear; it was impossible to be better bred or more
respectful than he was towards me. Well, on Sunday after-
noon at five, he leit us (my Angel accompanied him to Wool-
wich), and he was much affected at going, and realiy un-
affectedly touched at his reception and stay, the simplicity and
quietness of which told upon his love of domestic life, which is
very great. I will now (having told all that has passed) give
you my opinion and feelings on the subject, which I may say
are Albert’s also. I was extremely against the visit, fearing
the géne and bustle, and even at first, I did not feel at all to
like it, but by living in the same house together quietly and
unrestrainedly (and this Albert, and with great truth, says is
the great advantage of these visits, that I not only see these
great people but know them), I got to know the Emperor and
he to know me. There is much about him which I ecannot help
liking, and I think his character is one which should be under-
stood, and looked upon for once as it is. He is stern and severe
—with fixed principles of duty which nothing on earth will
make him change; very clever I do not think him, and his
mind is an uncivilised one ; his education has been neglected ;
politics and military concerns are the only things he takes
great interest in ; the arts and all softer occupations he is in-
sensible to, but he is sincere, I am certain, sincere even in his
most despotic acts, from a sense that that 7s the only way to
govern ; he is not, I am sure, aware of the dreadful cases of
individual misery which he so often causes, for I can see by
various instances that he is kept in utter ignorance of many
things, which his people carry out in most corrupt ways, while
he thinks that he is extremely just. He thinks of general
measures, but does not look into detail. And I am sure much
never reaches his ears, and (as you observed), how can it ?
He asked for nothing whatever, has merely expressed his great

1 Given by the Duke of Devonshire.
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anxiety to be upon the best terms with us, but not to the
exclusion of others, only let things remain as they are. . . Hi

is, I should say, too frank, for he talks so openly before people,
which he should not do, and with difficulty restrains himself
His anxiety fo be belicved 18 very great, and I must say his per-
sonal promuses I am nclined to believe ; then his feelings are
very strong; he feels kindness deeply—and s love for his
wife and children, and for all chuldren, is very great. He has
a strong feeling for domestic hfe, saymg to me, when our
children were 1n the room : * Voild les doux moments de notre
vie” He was not only civil, but extremely kind o us both,

eyes pgoes very much off when you know him, and changes
according to his bemg put out (and ho can be much embar-
rassed) or not, and also from s being heated, 8 he suffers
with congestions to the head. My Angel thinks that he 15 a
man mclined too much to give way to impulse and feeling,
which makes hum act wrongly often. His admuration for
beauty 13 very great, and put me much in mind of you, when ho
drove out with us, looking out for pretty people. But he re-
mains very farthful to those he admured twenty-¢ight years ago ;
for wstance, Lady Peel, who has hardly any remains left,
Respecting Belgium he did not speak to me, but to Albert and
the Mimusters. As for unkindly feehng towards you, he dis-
claims positively any, saying he knew you well, and that you
had served in the Russian Army, ete., but he says those un-
fortunate Poles are the only obstacle, and that he positively
camlmz enter into direct communication with Belgium as long
puproainisihe AN F : .

nd

all

self

one r--=- —-= P - -
puts

and

him

is magnaficent still, and very striting. I cannot deny that we
were 1n great anxiety when we took him out lest some Pole
might make an nttempt and I always felt thankful when we

;:ot him safe home again. His poor daughter is very ill, I
ear,
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The good King of Saxony! remains another week with us
and we Jike him much. He is so unassuming. He is out
sight-seeing all day, and enchanted with everything. I hope
that you will persuade the King to come all the same in
September. Our motives and politics are not to be exclusive,
but to be on good terms with all, and why should we not
We make no secret of it.

Now I must end this very long letter. Ever your devoted
Niece, Yicroria R.

You _will kindly not speak of these details, but only in
allgemein say the visit went off very satisfactorily on both sides,
and that it was hkighly pacific.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 18th June 1844.

My DEAREST UNCLE,—I had the happiness of receiving your
dear end kind letter of the 13th on Sunday; your parties at
Ardenne must have been truly delightful ; perhaps some day
we may enjoy them too: that would be delightful! I can
write to you with a light heart, thank goodness, to-day, for the
Government obtained a majority, which up to the last moment
last night we feared they would not have, and we have been in
sad trouble for the last four or five days about it.2 It is the
more marvellous, as, if the Government asked for a Vote of
Confidence, they would have a Majority of 100 ; but this very
strength makes the supporters of the Government act in &
most unjustifiable manner by continually acting and voting
against them, not listening to the debates, but coming down
and voting against the Government. So that we were really
in the greatest possible danger of having a resignation of the
Government without knowing to whom to turn, and this from
the recklessness of a handful of foolish kalf ¢ Puseyite ” half
* Young England 3 people! I am sure you will agree with
me that Peel’s resignation would not only be for us (for we
cannot have a better and a sgfer Minister), but for the whole
country, and for the peace of Europe—a great calamity. Our
present people are all safe, and not led away by impulses and

1 See ante, p. 12. . L. )
2 The Ministry had been defeated on Mr P, Miles’s motion in favour of giving an mcrease(%

praference to colonial sugar, but on the 17th this vote was rescinded by a mnjoyif:y [
twenty-two, Mr Distoeli taunting the Premier with expecting that * upon every division
and at every crisis, his gang should appear, and the whip should sound.”

3 The name given to the group comprising Disraeli, George Smythe, Lord John Manners,
etc. See Coningsby, which was published about this time.
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reckless passions We must, however, take care and not get
into another crisis; for I assure you we have been qute
miserable and guile alarmed ever since Saturday.

Smce I last wrote to you, I spoke to Aberdeen (whom I
should be equally sorry to lose, as he 1s so very fair, and has
served us personally, so kandly and truly}), and he told me that
the Emperor has positively pledged hmself to send a Mimster
to Brussels the moment those Poles are no longer employed , !
that he 15 quite aware of the importance of the measure, and

PR A E . )

made some strong declaration on the subject which he feels
he cannot get over, and, as I saud before, he will not give up
what he bas once pledged lus word to. Then, no one on earth
can move him. Awu fond, it 1s & fine trait, but he carries 1t too
far. He wrote me a tery kind and affectionate letter from the
Hague. The Emperor has given Bertio the Grand Cross of
St Andrew, which the boy was qute proud of

Our kind and good King of Saxony leaves us to-morrow,
after having seen more than anybody has done almost, and
having enjoyed 1t of all things. He 1s quite at home with us
and the children, whom he plays with much. Alice walks
quite alone, and looks too funny, as she 18 so very fat. Now,
cver your devoted Niece, Vicroria R.

Viscount Melbourne to Queen Victoria.
SOUTH STREET, 10k June 1844,

Lord Melbourne presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
and thanks your Majesty much for the letter of the 14th mst.
Lord Melbourne was very glad to have the opportunity of
seeing the Emperor of Russia at Chiswick. Lord Meclbourne
humbly belheves that the opimon, which your Majesty has
formed and expresses of the Emperor’s character is just, and
he considers 1t extremely fortunate that a sovereign of such
weight and influence m Europe, and with whom 1t 1 probable
that Great Britain will kave such near and intimate relations,
should elso be & man upon whose honour and veracity strong
reliance may be safely and sceurely placed.

Lord Melbourne is very glad to behieve that the late political

1 Sco ante, p 15
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movements, with whieh the public mind hes been agitated,
have subsided, and arve entirely terminanted by the last vote of
the House of Commons, and by the determination evineed to
support the Administration.!

This finishes for the present a business which at one moment
seemed likely to be troublesome, and out of which there did
not appear to present itself any hope or practicable escape.

Lord Mclbourne will not meke nny observation upon what is
known and understood to hove passed, further than to say
that. ns far as he is acquainted with the history of public affairs
in this country, it is an entire novelty, quite new and un-
precedented.?  Many a Minister has said to the Crown, “ My
advico must be taken, and my measures must be adopted,”
but no Minister has ever yet held this language or advanced
this pretension to either House of Perliament. IHowever, it
seems to be successful at present, and suceess will justify much.
Whether it will tend to permanent strength or a steady con-
duct of public affairs, remains to be seen.

Lord Melbourne begs to be respectfully remembered to His

Royal Highness,

The Earl of Ellcnborough to Queen Victoria.
22md June 1844,

Lord Ellenborough, with his most humble duty to your
Majesty, humbly acquaints your Majesty that on the 15th of
June he reeeived the announcement of his having been re-
moved from the office of Governor-General of India by the
Court of Directors. By Lord Ellenborough’s advice, letters
were immediately despatched by express to every important
native Court to assure the native Princes that this change in
the person at the head of the Government would effect no
change in its policy, and Lord Ellenborough himself wrote in
similar terms to the British Representatives at the several
Courts. . . . Lord Ellenborough has written a letter to the
Barl of Ripon with reference to the reasons alleged by the
Court of Directors for his removal from office, to which letter
he most humbly solicits your Majesty’s favourable and atten-
tive consideration. It treats of matters deeply affecting the
good government of India.

Amidst all the difficulties with which he has had to contend
in India, aggravated as they have been by the constant

1 See ante, p. 16. o
2 Lord Melbourne refers to the House rescinding its own vote.
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hostility of the Court of Directors, Lord Ellenborough has ever
been sustamned by the knowledge that he was serving a most
gracious Mistress, wha would place the most favourable con-
struetion upon his conduct, and he now humbly tenders to
your Majesty the expression of his gratitude, not only for those
marks of Royal favour with which it has been intimated to
him that it is your Majesty’s intention to reward his services,
but yet more for that constant support which has ammated
all his exertions, and has mamly enabled him to place India
in the hands of his successor 1n & state of universal peace, the
result of two years of victories, and 1 a condition of prosperity
heretofore unknown.

The Kang of the Belgians to Queen Vaictora.
LAEEEN, 26th June 1844

My BELOVED VICTORIA,—I have agam to offer my warmest
and best thanks for a very long and kind letter. I am truly
and smeerely happy that a Mimusterial cnisis has been spared
you; it is i all const ional an qwful b s
but in such a colossal machinery as the British Emprre, 1t
shakes the whole globe. For your sake, for the good of Eng-
land, and for the quiet of the whole earth, we must most de-
voutly pray that Sir Robert may remain for many, many years
your trusty and faithful Minister. Parhaments and Chambers
are extremely fond of governing, particularly as long as 1t does
not bore themselves. We have had an mstance of 1t recently.
I was anxious to keep the Chamber longer, as there are still

the visit 1f another had not been talked of. His policy is natur-
ally to separatc as much as possible the two great Western
Powers ; he 15 too weak to resist single-handed their dictates
in the Oriental question; but of they act not in concert, 1t is
evident that ke is the masfer ; in all this he acts wisely and in
conformity with the great interests of his Empire. England
has greater imterests at stake at the mercy of Russia than at
that of France. With France the questions are sometim:s
questions of jealousy, but, on the other hend, a tolerable under-
standing kecps France quiet and secures the peace of Europe,
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much more in the sense of the European policy of England
than of that of France. The only consolation the French can
{ind in it is that they are aware that together with England they
have a great position, but they always lament that they can
get nothing by it. A bad understanding with France opens
not only the door to a European war, but also to revolution ;
and that is perhaps the most serious and most awfully danger-
ous part of the business. Ingland wants nothing from the
Emperor than that he should leave the status quo of Europe
and great part of Asia alone. At Paris they are not so much
moved at the Emperor’s visit as perhaps they ought to be, but
they have put the flattering notion into their heads that he had
made fiasco, which is not true ; as, in fact, he has so far been
rather successful, and has convinced people in England that he
is a mild and good-natured man, himself and his Empire,
without any ambition. Now it is high time I should finish
my immense scrawl, for which I claim your forgiveness, re-
maining ever your devoted Uncle, Leororp R.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 271h August 1844,

My pEAREST UwoLE,—Many thanks for your kind long
letter, which I received yesterday, dated 23rd. I can report
very well of ourselves. We are all well. The dear day of
yesterday ! we spent very quietly and happily and full of
gratitude to Providence for so many blessings. I can only
pray for the continuance of our present happiness.

The impending political cloud, I hope and trust, looks less
black and lowering. But I think it very unwise in Guizot not
to have at once disavowed D’Aubigny for what you yourself
call an ““ outrage,” 2 instead of letting it drag on for four weeks
and letting our people get excited. The Tangiers Affair? is
unfortunate, and I hope that in future poor Joinville will not
be exposed to such disagreeable affairs. What can be done
will be, to get him justified in the eyes of the public here, but
I fear that at first they will not be very charitable. Those
letters in the Times are outrageous, and all that abuse very
bad taste.t There is to be an investigation about the three

1 The Prince Albert’s birthday. Prince Alfred was born on 6th August of this year.

2 The assumption of French sovereignty over Tahiti.

3 Hostilities had commenced between France and Morocco, and Tangiers was bom-
barded.

4 A series of letters had appeared in the Times, written by British naval officers who
had witnessed the bombardment of Tangiers, and accused the French Admiral and Navy
ini ?eing deficient in courage. The Times was much criticised for its publication of these

etters.
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officers, whose conduct is unworthy of Englhshmen. Now,
dearest Uncle, believe me always, your most affectionate
Niece, Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
BLAIR ATHOL, 15th Seplember 1844,

My pEareST UNcLE,—T received your kand letter of the 6th
the day wo arrived here, and thank you very much forit. As
T have wntten an eccount of our journey to Lowse, I will not
repeat it hete.

The good ending of our difficulties with France is an im-
mense blessing, but it is really and truly necessary that you
and those at Pars should know that the danger was tmmanent,
and that poor Aberdeen stood almost alone 1 trying to keep
matters peaceable. 1We must try and prevent these difficuities
for the future. I must, however, clear Jarnac! of all blame,
for Aberdeen does nothing but praise hum.

In Greece affairs look very black, and God knows how it
all wall end.

The Queen of the Belgians to Queen Victoria
LAEEEN, 5th October 1845

MY DEARLY BELOVED VICTORIA,—. . . I have not much to
say about my father’s lodging habits and li mjs 2 My father
18 0ne Of the hainmwe smnet anoss bn —Tonos amtlnde b ane
modate. H
makes any
only one thi
early. He means notwithstanding to try to come to your
breakiast, but you must wnsist upon ks not dong it. It would
disturb him in all his habits, and be bad for him, as he would
certainly cat, a thing he is not used to do in the morning. He
generally takes hardly what may be called a break/fast, and eats
only twice in the day. It would be also much better for him if
he only eppeared to luncheon and dinner, and if you kindly

1 Chtrod 2 48n can bn shs G o8 £ Frpm b a3

Arsenal.
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disprn«sd him altogethier of the breakfast,  You must not tell
him that [ wrote yon this, but you must manage it with Mont-
pensier, and kindly order for him a bowl of chicken broth. 1t
i< the nnly thing he takes grenerally in the morning, and between
his menls, T have also no observatien to meke, but I have
tald Moutpensier to speak opealy to Albert whenever he
thought something ought to be done for my father, or might
hurt mu! inconvenicnee him, and you may consult him when
vou are in doubt,  Jie s entrusted with all the recommenda-
tions of my mother, for my inther is naturally so imprudent and
so dittle wecustomed to cnution and care, that he must in some
mensure be aeatehed to prevent his eatehing cold or doing what
mny be injurious to him.  About his rooms, & hard bed and a
lurge table for his papers are the only things he requires. He
srenerally slecps on n horse-hair mattress with a plank of wood
under it : but any ind of bed will do, if it is not too soft. His
liking will bu to be entirely at your commands and to do all you
ke, You know he can take a great deal of exercise, and
reerything will Interest and delight him, to see, as to do: this
i= not a compliment, but a mere fact.  His only wish is, that you
+hould not go out of your way for him, and change your habits
on his account. Lord Aberdeen will be, of course, at Windsor,
and 1 suppose you will ask, as you told me, the Royal Family.
My father hopes to see also Sir Robert Peel, Lord Stanley, and
your other Ministers.  You will probably ask most of them
during his stay.  He wishes very much to see again those he
already knows, and to make the acquaintance of those he does
not know yet. In writing all this I think I drcam, I cannot
belicve vet that in a few days my dear father will have, God
willing, the unspealkadble happincss to sce you again and at
Windsor, a thing he had so much wished for and which for a
long time seemed so improbable.  You have no notion of the
satisfaction it gives him, and low delighted he will be to see you
again, and to be once more in England. God grant he may
have a good passage, and arrive to you safely and well. Un-
berufen, as you will soon, I trust, be able to see, he is, not-
withstanding the usual talk of the papers, perfectly well. . . .
Yours most devotedly, LoOUISE.

The Queen of the Belgians to Queen Victoria.
LAEKEN, 7th October 1844,

MY DEARLY BELOVED VICTORIA,—. .. I wrote to my
mother, to quiet her, all you kindly tell me about my dear
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father. We are quile sure, I assure you, that you and Albert
will take care of ham, and that he 1s with you wn safe kand. And
what makes my mother uneasy 1s the fear that, bemng at hberty
and without control, he will make oo much, as she says, le
jeune homme, ride, go about, and do everything as if he was
still twenty years old. If I must tell you all the truth, sho 1z
afraid also ho will eaf too muck I am sure he will tell it to you
himself, as he was so much amused with ths fear, but to do
N N N " T N 1 would allow 1t,

up, of lumself,

but I perceivo

I will also only
say, that though he has sent over his horses 1n ease they should
be wanted, my mother begs you to prevent, +f possible, his
riding at all. I wrote to her already that I supposed there
would be no oceasion for rding, and that your promenades
would be either on foot or m ecarmage. I entrusted Mont~

one to Woolwich—he 1s very curious to sce, 8s an artillery
officer. I mention 1t as he would be, perhaps, foo shy or too
discrect to mention 1t humself. He might very well do those
two tnips by the rmlroad and be back for dinner-time, and 1
am sure you will have no objection to them . . . Yours most
devotedly, Louise

1 am very glad that Lord Charles Wellesley 18 one of those
who will attend my father. Montpensier and lum will have
surely capital fun together, and he was, you know, a great
favourite with every one at Eu. If by chance Lord Hard.
wicke was m waiting during my father’s stay, you must landly
put my father in mind to thank him for the famous cheese,
which arrived safely, and was found very good. . . .

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
WINDsOR CasTLE, §4 Oclober 1841,

Dearest UxcLe,—You will, T am sure, forgive my writing
but a few Iines os I am all alone 1n the agitation of the dear
King’s arnval, and I will leave my letter open to announce it
t0 you. My dearest master is gone to Portsmouth to receive
him.,  The excitement and curiostty to see the dear King, and
t_}y:; d;sxre to give lum & most hearty reception, is rery great
tnaced.
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Many thanks for your kind letters of the 28th and 4th. I
can’t think who could have said that Peel, ete., would not have
been here ; for he, Aberdeen, and the old Duke are to be here
the whole time, and all the other Ministers will come during
his stay.

I am very glad Joinville is arrived, and avoided his entrées
triomphales. I hope he will take great care of himself.

You will have heard from dear Louise of our voyage, ete.
I cannot reconcile myself to be here again, and pine for my dear
Highlands, the hills, the pure air, the quiet, the retirement,
the liberty—all—more than is right. The children are well.
I am sorry to hear that you are not quite so yet.

3.30.—The King and Montpensier arrived quite safely at
two, and are both looking extremely well. We have just
lunched with them. It seems like a dream to me, and a very
pleasant one.

Albert sends his affectionate love. Ever your devoted
Niece, VicToria R.

Bertie has immediately taken a passion for Montpensier.

Viscount Melbourne to Queen Victoria.
BROCKET HALL, 9th Oclober 1844,

Lord Melbourne presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
and thanks your Majesty much for the letter of the 7th inst.,
which he has just received, and with very great satisfaction,
as he had begun to think your Majesty’s silence rather long.
But he perfectly understands the reasons which prevented
your Majesty from writing during your stay in the Highlands.
Lord Melbourne is very glad to find that your Majesty enjoyed
that country so much, and is so enthusiastically fond of it.
Lord Melbourne believes that he was at the places which your
Majesty mentions. In the year 1802 he stayed some months
in Perthshire with the late Lord Kinnaird, and enjoyed it
much. It annoys him sometimes to think how altered he is
in strength since that time. Lord Melbourne has never yeb
thanked your Majesty for the pretty etchings of poor Islay
and Eos, which your Majesty sent to Lord Melbourne when
he was last at Windsor. Lord Melbourne has ordered them
both to be framed, and will hang them up in his room here.
They will afford Lord Melbourne most agreeable and pleasing
souvenirs of the happiest period of his life, for he cannot say
otherwise than that he continually misses and regrets the
time when he had daily confidential communication with your
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Majesty. Lord Glenlyon! has one merit in Lord Melbourne's
eyes, which 1s that he was a steady and firm supporter to
the last of Lord Melbourne's G Lord Melb
hopes and trusts that he feels no ammosity aganst those
who opposed him. But he does and always shall entertain &
kindly and grateful recollection of those who supported him

Lord Melbourne begs to be remembered to His Royal
Highness.

The Queen of the Belgians to Queen TVicloria
LAEKEN, 12th October 1844,

My DEARLY BELOVED VICTORIA,—. . . I thank you very
much for ding to all my 1 about my
father: I only fear that they will lead you to believe that we
consider him as & great child and treat hum like one : but he
is 80 precious and dear to us all that I am sure you will under-
stand and excuse our being over anxious . . . Yours most
devotedly, LOUISE.

Queen TVactoria to the King of the Belpans
OSBORNE TIOTSE, 17th October 1841,

My pEAREST UncLE,—1I had intended to have written to you
on Monday, but you will since have heard of the great con-
fusion of that day which prevented me from doing so The
dear King’s visit went off to perfectton, eand I much and deeply
regret its being passed. He was delighted, and was most

husiastically and affecti ly ived wherever he

T o 7~ D V

that our affawrs should go’on‘well. He wishes Tahiti au fond
de la mer. He spoke also very openly about poor Hadjy's
brochure, which seems to have distressed him more then any-
thing. The King praised my dearest Albert most highly, and
fully appreciates his great qualities and talents—and what
aratifies me 30 muck, treats him completely as his equal, calling
him “ Mon Fré-e,” and saying to me that my husband was the

1.8esvol 1 p 429,
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same g4 me, which it is—and * Le Prinee Albert, ¢'eat pour
moile Roi” The King is very snd to go, but heis determined,
he rays, to ser e every year.  Another very great thing is, that
the officers of the two Navies staying at Portsmouth were on
the brot terms tozether and pnying one another every sort of
compliment. A« Admiral La Susse (a8 very gentlemantike
man) nnd his squadron were sadly disappointed on Monday,!
we thought it would please them if we went on board the
tromer, swhich we did, on Tuesday morning, and breakfasted
there, and I dranke the King’s health. T am certain that the
vikit and everything conneeted with it can but do the greatest
qood.
We stay here till Monday. Tt is a very comiortable little
house, and the grounds and plaee are delightful, so private—
and the view so fine,

I must now conclude, begring you to believe me, ever your
devoted Nieee, Vicroria R.

1 forgot to say how much we liked good Montpensier, who
got on extremely well,

Quecen Vietoria to the King of the French.
O=pnnxy Houvsy, Ir 17 Octodre 1844,

SinE, LT MON TRES cHbnr FrErn,—Votre Majosté m'a éerit
deux birn bonnes lettres de Douvres pour lesquelles je vous
remercie de tout mon ca:ur. Les expressions de bonté et
d’amitié que vous me vouez ainsi qu'a mon cher Albert nous
touchent sensiblement ; je n’ai pas besoin de vous dire encore,
combicn nous vous sommes attachés et combien nous désirons
voir e raffermir de plus en plus cette entente cordiale entre
nos deux pays qui existe si heureusement entre nous person-
nellement.  C’était avee un vif regret que nous nous sommes
séparés de votre Majesté, et de Montpensier, et ce sera une
grande fé6te que de voir renouveler une visite dont le souvenir
nous est si cher., .

Albert se met a vos pieds, Sire, bien sensible ainsi que mot-
méme de I'amitié ct la confiance que vous lui avez témoignces.

J’osc prier votre Majesté d'ofIrir mes plus tendres hommages
& la Reine et & Madame votre Sceur et de me rappeler au
souvenir de Montpensicr. Jo suis pour la vie, Sire et mon
cher Frére, de votre Majesté la bien affectionnée Sceur eb
fidéle Amie, Vicroria B.

¢ Tt had been intended that the King should return to France, as he had come, by ¥a¥

of Portsmouth, crossing in the frizate Gomer, but, in consequence of the wet and stormy
weather, he returned by Dover and Calais,
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Queen Victoria to the King of the Belpans
WINDSOR CASTLE, 29k October 1844

My pEaresT UNCLE,—I had the happiness of recciving your
kind letter of the 26th while I was dressing to go to the City
for the opening of the Royal Exchanget Nothing ever went
off better, and the procession there, as well as all the pro-
ceedmngs at the Royal Exchange, were splendid and royal
the extreme. It was a fine and gratifying sight to see the
myriads of people assembled—more than at the Coronation
even, and all in such good humour, and so loyal , the articles
m the papers, too, are most kind and gratifymg ; they say no
Sovereign was more loved than I am (I am bold enough to say),
and that, from our kappy domest:c home—which gives such a
good example. The Tumes you have, and I venture to add a
Chronicle, as I think it very pretty ; you should read the
accounts I seldom remember being so grat:fied and pleased
with any public show, and my beloved Albert was so enthusi-
astically received by the people. He is so beloved by all the
really influential people, and by all right-thinking ones We
came back here yesterdsy evening. The accounts from Paris
are excellent too. How long are the good Joinvilles to remain
in the south, and where ! By-the-by, dearest Uncle, have you
read the continuation of Consuelo,? called the * Comtesse de
Rudolstadt” 1 Tt is dreadfully interesting.

The Knights of the Garter did nof wear the whole costume,
but only the mantle. Being on this topic, shall tell you that
1 intend giving the Garter to Ernest, but pray do not mention
it to E. or any one.

With Albert’s affectionate love. Ever your devoted Niece
and Child, Victoria R.

The Kang of the French to Queen Victora.
SAINT CLOTD, le 15 Novembre 1844

Mapame M4 BIEN crERE S@uRr,—Mes souvenirs de Windsor
sont de ceux dont aucun ne s'efface Je n’oublie done pas
une petite question qui m’a été si joliment adressée, Where
s my gun ? et & présent )'en ai trouvé un qui serait indigne de
la destinée que je prie votre Majesté de me permettre de Iui
donner, &1 le regret que la disparition du premier fusil avait

1 On the preceding day
2 The novel by George Sand (1804-1876), published in 1842



28 EDUCATION IN INDIA [cEAP. xTIX

causé, ne m'avait pas appris que le second devait étre d’un
genre & supporter tous les accidents que I'enfance aime & infliger
A ses joujoux. C’est done tout simplement un trés modeste
fusil de munition adapté & sa taille que j’adresse & votre
Majesté pour son auguste et charmant enfant le Prince de
Galles, comme ma réponse & sa question.

J'ai encore une autre dette dont je vous prie de me per-
mettre de m’acquitter. Quelque vif que soit mon désir de
revoir Windsor, ce serait un trop long retard que d’attendre
cet heureux moment, pour offrir & la Princesse Royale cette
petite boite & ouvrage, de Paris, qu’elle m’a fait espérer lui
serait agréable, et tout ce que je désire c’est que vos enfants se
ressouviennent un jour d’avoir vu celui qui a été le fidéle ami
de leur grand-pére, comime il I'est et le sera toujours de leurs
bien aimés parents.

Que votre Majesté me permette encore d’offrir ici au Prince
Albert I'expression de la vive et sincére amitié que je lui porte
et que je lui garderai toujours, et d’accepter celle de I'inaltérable
attachement avec lequel je suis pour la vie, Madame ma bien
chére Sceur, de votre Majesté, le bon Frére bien affectionné et
fidéle Ami, Louis PriLirre R.

Sir Henry Hardinge to Queen Victoria.
23rd November 1844,

Sir Henry Hardinge! with his most humble duty to your
Majesty, humbly submits for your Majesty’s consideration
the following observations on the state of affairs in this large
portion of your Majesty’s dominions.

The return of peace has also increased the desire of the
native population to receive the advantages of English edu-
cation. The literature of the West is the most favourite
study amongst the Hindoos in their schools and colleges.
They will discuss with accuracy the most important events
in British History. Boys of fifteen years of age, black in
colour, will recite the most favourite passages from Shake-
speare, ably quoting the notes of the English and German com-
mentators. They excel in mathematics, and in legal subtleties
their acuteness is most extraordinary.

In order to reward native talent and render it practically
useful to the State, Sir Henry Hardinge, after due deliberation,
has issued a resolution, by which the most meritorious student®

1 Governor-General of India, in succession to Lord Ellenborough.
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will be appointed to fill the public offices which fall vacant
throughout Bengal
This

has been ived by the Hindoo popu-
Iation with the greatest gratitude. The studies in the JMoham-~
medan schools and colleges have hitherto been confined to
Arabic, the Koran, and abstruse studies relatmg to themr
relxgxon, having always shown a marked aversion to English
Since the publication of the R ion they have
at once determined to change their system n order to particl-
pate in the beneﬁts held out to nahve merit of every sect.

tained that prejud: fy di the public
service be 1mpro‘ed and att&chment to British institutions
increased. . . .

Sir HMenry Hardinge, m closing these observations, most
humbly ventures to assure your Majesty that he anticipates
no occurrence as probable, by which the trapquillity of this
portion of your Majesty’s dominions is likely to be disturbed

H. HARDINGE.




INTRODUCTORY NOTE
TO CHAPTER XIV

Tur new year (1845) opened auspiciously, trade improving owing
to the great ipetus given to it by tho many lines of railway then in
eonrse of promotion, Over two hundred schemes were prepared at
the comunencement of the gezsion to seck legislative sanction, and
speculation outran all reasonable limits.  Tho Income Tax (which in
the ordinary course would huve expired) was renewed, and the Anti-
Corn Law Leaguers were more persistent than ever in their assaults
on Protection, while the attacks on the Ministry from a scction of
their own party were redoubled.  The most remarkable measure of the
sear was the Governnent Bill for incereasing the grant to the Roman
Catholic College of Maynooth, which was strongly opposed from
the Conservative and the Protestant points of view ; Mr Gladstone,
though he approved of the measure, rotired from the Ministry, as he
had a fow years before written in the opposite gense.  Towards the
vlose of the year the condition of Ireland, owing to the failure of the
potato crop, beeamne very alarming, and the Ministry greatly em-
barrassed.,  Lord John Russell wrote from Edinburgh to the electors
of the City of London, announcing his conversion to the Repeal of
the Corn Laws, and the 7imcs announced that such a Bill would be
brought in by the Ministry. Peel, reluctant to accept the task,
resigned office in December, and a Whig Ministry was attempted.
Owing to dissensions, the attempt had to be abandoned, and Peel
returned to oftice, without Lord Stanley, but with Mr Gladstone,
who however did not seck re-clection for the seat vacated by his
acceptance of office.

A dispute of great importance arose during the yecar with the United
States, relating to the boundary line between English and American
territory west of the Rocky Mountains. Twenty-five years earlier
the same question had arisen, an1 had been settled on the footing of
joint occupancy. The increased importance of the Pacific slope
male the matter more vital, involving as it did the ownership of
Vancouver Island and the mouth of the Columbia River ; President
Polk unoquivocally claimed the whole, and said he would not shrink
from upholding America’s interests ; the British Government was
equally firm, and the matter was not adjusted till 1846.

In India, which during nearly the whole year enjoyed peace, the
Sikhs in December assumed the aggressive, and crossed the Sutle),
mvading British India. They were signally defeated by Sir Hugh

30
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Gough at Moodkee and Ferozeshah. In Seinde Sir Charles Napier
amnst the desert tribes

In New Zealand some dxsustrous collisions took place between tho
natives and the settlers, the former on two occasions either de-
feating or repulsing the British arms.

In France the most important events were the Bill for fortifying
Pans, the campaign waged agamst Abd-el-Kader m Algeria, and a
hornble act of cruelty perpetrated there. In Spam Don Carlos
abdicated his claims to the throme in favour of s son, the
Queen’s engagement to Count Trapam was rumoured In other parts
of Europe Little that was eventful occurred




CHAPTER XIV
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Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 14th January 1845,

My DEAREST UNCLE,—What you say about Aquila! and
Montpensier interests me. What madness is it then to force
Trapani on Spain! Pray explain to me the cause of the
King’s obstinacy about that Spanish marriage, for no country
has a right to dictate in that way to another. If Tatane 2 was
to think of the Infanta, England would be extremely indignant,
and would (and with right) consider it tantamount to a mar-

riage with the Queen herself. Ever your devoted Niece,
Vicroria R.

The King of the Belgians to Queen Victoria.
LAEKEN, 18tk January 1845.

My DEAREST VICTORIA,— . . . The Spanish marriage
question is really very curious ; in fact, all the other Bourbon
branches are hostile to the Orleans family, but the idea that
makes the King so constant in his views about it, is that he
imagines it would create in France a bad impression if now any
other than a Bourbon was to marry the Queen of Spain. That
feeling they have themselves created, as in France they did not
at all care about it ; having, however, declared quasi officially
in the French Chambers that they will not have any but a
Bourbon, if circumstances should after all decide it otherwisc
it would now be a defeat, but certainly one of their own making.

. Your devoted Uncle, Leororp R.

1 Louis Charles, Comte d’Aquila, 2 son of Francis 1., King of the T'wo Sicilics, nnd brother
of the Comte de Trapani and of Queen Christina ; he and his brother were therefore
uncles of Queen Isabella.

2 The Duc de Montpensier.

32
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Queen Victoria to the King of the Belguans.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 28th January 1845

. . . The feeling of loyalty in this country 1s happly very
strong, and wherever we show ourselves we are most heartily
and warmly received, and the eivilities and respect shown to
us by those we visit is most satisfactory I mention merely a
trifling nstance to show how respectful they are—the Duke of

kingk who is ly proud, bringing the cup of
coffee after dinner on a waiter to Albert himself ~ And every-
where my dearest Angel recewves the respect and honours I
recerve.

Many thanks for returning the list ;1 1t was not Albert but
Fatane who made the black crosses. Arenot ‘“ Les 3 Mousque-
taires,” by Dumas, and * Arthur,” by BEugéne Sue, readable
for me 7

Now adieu, dearest, best Uncle. Ever your truly devoted
Ntece, Vicroria R

Queen, Vactoria to Sw Robert Peel.
TavioN, 10h Fedruary 1845
Though the Queen knows that Sir Robert Peel has already
. i Pt A . ¢

acquainted with the state of the Palace and the total want of
accommodation for our httle family, which is fast growing up.
Any building must necessarily take some years before 1t can
be safely inhabited. If it were to be begun this autumn, it
could hardly be occupied before the spring of 1848, when the
Prince of Wales would be nearly seven, and the Princess Royal
nearly eight years old, and they cannot possibly be kept in
the nursery any longer. A provision for this purpose ought,
therefore, to be made this year. Independent of this, most
parts of the Palacs are in a sad state, and will ere long require
& further outlay to render them decent for the occupation of
the Royal Family or any visitors the Queen may have to
recelve. A room, capable of containing a larger number of
those persons whom the Queen has to invite in the course of
the season to balls, concerts, etc., than any of the present

1 A hst of French books which the Queen was proposing to read.
VOL. 11
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apartments can at once hold, is much wanted. Equally so,
improved offices and servants’ rooms, the want of which puts
the departments of the household to great expense yearly.
It will be for Sir Robert to consider whether it would not be
best to remedy all these deficiencies at once, and to make use
of this opportunity to render the exterior of the Palace such
as no longer to be a disgrace to the country, which it certainly
nowis. The Queen thinks the country would be better pleased
to have the question of the Sovereign’s residence in London so
finally disposed of, than to have it so repeatedly brought

before it.!

Queen Victoria to Sir Robert Peel.
PAVILION, 18th February 1845.

The Queen has received Sir Robert Peel’s letter, and is glad
that the progress in the House of Commons was so satisfactory.

The Queen was much hurt at Mr Borthwick’s most im-
pertinent manner of putting the question with respect to the
title of King Consort, and much satisfied with Sir Robert's
answer.?2 The title of King is open assuredly to many diffi-
culties, and would perhaps be no real advantage to the Prince,
but the Queen is positive that something must at once be
done to place the Prince’s position on a constitutionally
recognised footing, and to give him a title adequate to that
position3 How and when, are difficult questions. . . .

1 Peel replied that, as a renewasl of the Incqme Tax was about to be proposed, it would
be better to postpone the application to Parliament till the public fceling as to the tax
had been ascertained., . . .

2 A paragraph had appeared in the Morning Chronide, giving credence to a rumour that
this title was about to be conferred on the Prince, but, in answer to Mr Peter Borthwick,
Sir Robert Peel positively contradicted it.

3 Sir Robert Peel to the Prince Albert,
WHITEHALL, 18¢h February 1843

Sm,—1 received yesterday the accompanying note from Mr Borthwick, and in co2-
formity with the notice therein given, he put the question to me in the House of Commaond
Inst evening respecting the paragraph which appeared in the Jorning Chronicle respi®
ing the intention of proposing to Parliament that your Royal Highness should nssume
the title of King Consort.

I very much regret that the Morning Chronicle inserted that paragraph.

The prominent place assigned to it in the newspaper, and a vague intimation that tlere
was some authority for it, have coused a certain degree of credit to be attached toit. t
has been copied into all the country newspapers and has given rise to a good deal of €02
jecture and speculation, which it is far from desirable to excite without neces.ity.

It appears to me that the editor of the Merning Chromide acted most unw arrantably
in inserting such a paragraph with a pretence of some sort of authority for it.

It has produced an impression which stronzly confirms the observations which I tot
the liberty of making to your Royal Highness on Sunday evening,

I trust, however, that my decided contradiction of the paragraph will put a stop t
further surmize and discussion on the subject. ,

To Mr Borthwick's note I add one of reveral letters nddresced to me, which shows t
pronencss to speculate upon constitutional novelties, 0

I have the honour to be, ir, with sincere respect, your Royal Highness's most faitdts
and obedient Servant, Ropgnr I'e.
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Queen Victoria to Sir Robert Peel.
WISDSOR CASTLE, 24sh Mgrch 1845,

The Queen has received Sir Robert Peel’s box contaming his
recommendation relative to the filkng up of the vacant Bishop-
ric of Ely. The Queen quite approves of the present Dean of
Westmunster? as the new Bishop. As Sir Robert has ssked
the Queen whether she would like to ses Archdeacon Wilber~
force succeed to the Deanery of Westminster in case the Dean
should accept the Bishopric, she must say that such an
arrangement would be very satisfactory to us, and the Queen
believes would highly please the Archdeacon. This would
again vacate, the Queen believes, a stall at Winchester, which
she would Iike to see filled by a person decidedly adverse to
Puseyism.

The Queen approves of the Bishop of Lichfield? being
transferred to the See of Ely in case Doctor Turton should
decline it

It would mve the Queen much pleasure to stand sponsor
to Sir Robert Peel's Little grandson, and perhaps Sir Robert
would communicate this to Lady Villiers.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 25th March 1845.

. . . I copied what you wrote me about Peel® in a letter
T wrote him, which I am sure will please him much, end a
Dhmister in these days does require a little encouragement,
for the abuse and difficulties they have to contend with are
dreadful. Peel works so hard and has so much to do, that
som«;times he says he does not know kow he is to get through
it all!
You will, I am sure, be pleased to hear that we have suc-
ceeded in purchasing Osborne in the Isle of Wight,* and if
we can manage it, we shall probably run down there before
we return to Town, for three nights. It sounds so enug and
nice to have a place of one's own, quiet and retired, and free
from all Woods and Forests, and other charming Departments
who really are the plague of one's life,
Now, dearest Uncle, adieu. Ever your truly devoted
Niece, VicTora R.
1
3 Joun Lonstaro (TR T8) wad Deon ot Bt b 200 1t aeat.
3 Beo Peel s reply, Life of the Prince Contort, chap, zuf,

§ The purcase #as ssgeested by Sir Robert Pecs,
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Qucen Victoria to Viscount Melbourne.
BUCKINGHAY PALACE, 3rd April 1845,

The Queen had intended to have written to Lord Melbourne
from Osborne to thank him for his last note of the 19th, but
we were so occupied, and so delighted with our new and really
delightful home, that she hardly had time for anything;
besides which the weather was so beautiful, that we were
out almost all day. The Queen refers Lord Melbourne to
Mr Anson for particulars of the new property, which is very
extensive, as she is not at all competent to explain about
acres, etc. But she thinks it is impossible to imagine a prettier
spot—valleys and woods which would be beautiful anywhere ;
but all this near the sea (the woods grow into the sea) is quite
perfection ; we have a charming beach quite to ourselves.
The sea was so blue and calm that the Prince said it was like
Naples. And then we can walk about anywhere by ourselves
without being followed and mobbed, which Lord Melbourne
will easily understand is delightful. And last, not least, we
have Portsmouth and Spithead so close at hand, that we shall
be able to watch what is going on, which will please the Navy,
and be hereafter very useful for our boys.

The Children are all well. The Queen has just had a litho-
graph made after a little drawing which she did herself of the
three eldest, and which she will send Lord Melbourne with
some Eau de Cologne.

Fanny and Lord Jocelyn dined here last night; she is
looking very well, and he seems much pleased at being in
office, and being employed.

The Queen hopes Lord Melbourne is enjoying this fine
weather, and here concludes with the Prince’s kind remem-

brance.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 155 April 1843,

My BELOVED UwoLE,—Here we are in a great state of
agitation about one of the greatest measures ever proposed ;'
I am sure poor Peel ought to be blessed by all Catholics for the
manly and noble way in which he stands forth to protect and
do good to poor Ireland. But the bigotry, the wicked and

1 The Bill to increase the grant to the Roman Catholic College of Maynooth was carried
by Peel in the teeth of opposition from half his party : another measure was passed 10

establish colleges for purely secular teaching (“ godless colleges ' they were nicknamed)
in Cork, Belfast, and Galway, and affiliate them to a new Irish university.



1845] RELIGIOUS BIGOTRY 37

blind passions it brings forth is quite dreadful, and I blush
for Protestantism '! A Presbyterizn clergyman said very
truly, *‘ Bigotry is more common than shame. . . .”

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
BUORINGEAY PALACE, 23rd April 1845,

My pearest UNCLE,—Our Maynooth Bill is through the

second reading. I think, if you read Sir Robert’s adrurable

N e N e N N - "athalica are

» extremely

1 display a

narrow-mindedness and want of sense on the subject of religton

which is quite a disgrace to the nation. The case of Austria,

France, etc., cannot be compared to this, as this is a Protestant

country, while the others are Catholic; and I think it would

never do to support & Roman Cathohe Church with money

belonging to the Protestant Church. The Protestant Estab-

'lishment in Ireland must remain untouched, but let the Roman
Catholic Clergy be well and handsomely educated.

The Duc de Broghe * dined with us last night ; his travauz
are going on satisfactorily ; he asked when you were coming,
and said you were * beaucoup Anglais et un peu Francais,”
which is true, I think.

With Albert’s affectionate respects, believe me always, your
devoted Niece, Vicroria R.

Mr Goulburn® to Queen Victoria.
DowNING STREEY, 30k Aprit 1845,

Mr Goulburn submits with his humble duty to your Majesty
that several representations have been made to the Treasury
as to the convenience which the public would derive from the

i ion of silver threeg pieces. Such pieces are law-
fully current.under your Majesty’s Proclamation of the 5th
July 1838, But es such pieces have been hitherto reserved
as your Majesty’s Maundy money, and as such especially

1

1 AN Mgt noa gt A st e
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belong to your Majesty’s service, Mr Goulburn considers that
o coinage of them for general use could not take place without
a particular signification of your Majesty’s pleasure.

Mr Goulburn therefore humbly submits for your Majesty’s
gracious consideration the signification of your Majesty’s
pleasure as to the issue of such a coinage.

Sir James Graham to Queen Victoria.
WHITERALL, 13th May 1845,

Sir James Graham, with humble duty, begs to lay before
your Majesty the enclosed Memorial.

The proceedings in Newgate on the occasion of the last
condemned sermon and on the morning of the execution have
been fully investigated ;! and the report established the
necessity of legislative interference to prevent the recurrence
of scenes so disgraceful and demoralising. The policy of
depriving capital executions of their present publicity is well
worthy of careful revision ; and Sir James Graham, in obe-
dience to your Majesty’s desire, will bring the subject under
the notice of his colleagues. He is disposed to think that the
sentence might be carried into execution in the presence of &
Jury to be summoned by the Sheriff with good effect ; and
that the great body of idle spectators might be excluded, with-
out diminishing the salutary terror and awful warning which
this extreme punishment is intended to produce on the public
mind. In dealing, however, with a matter in which the com-
munity has so deep an interest, it is prudent not to violate
public opinion, and caution is necessary before a change of
the long-established usage is proposed.?

Sir James Graham deeply regrets the part taken by the
newspapers in seeking to indulge the general curiosity with
respect to all details of the conduct, habits, and demeanour
of these wretched criminals in their last moments; but he
fears that the license of the Press cannot be checked by any
act of authority ; if the public be excluded from witnessing
the executions, they will probably become still more anxious
to obtain a printed report of all that has taken place; an
Sir James Graham is so thoroughly convinced that the punish-
ment of death in certain cases must be maintained, that he
would consider any course inexpedient which was likely t0

1 %‘he attraction these executions had for the general public was at this time a gré ’
scandal.
2 Public executions were abolished in 1868.
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lead the public to desire the ission of capital x
all cases without exception. . . . J.R G. Gramam.

The King of the Belgians to Queen Victora.
LA®EER, 21a May 1845.

MY DEAREST AND MOST BELOVED VICTORIA,—Recerve my
sincerest and most heartfelt good wishes on the happy re-
appearance of your birthday ¥ need not dwell on my senti-
ments of devotion to you; they began with your life, and
will only end with mine. The only claim I make is to be
remembered with some little affection Thank heaven, T have
Iittle to wish you, than that your present happiness may not
be disturbed, and that those who are dear to you may be
preserved for your happiness.

My gift is Charlotte’s portrait. \The face 1s extremely hke,
and the likest that exists ; the hair is a Lttle too fair, 1t had
become also darker I take this opportunity to repeat that

i! was & nobl ded and highly gifted creature.
She was nervous, as all the farmly have been; she could be
violent, but then she was full of repentance for it, and her

i ition highly generous and ptible of great devotion,

1 am the more bound to say ths, as I understood that you
had some notion that she had been very mperious, and not
mistress of her temper. Before her marriage some people by
dint of flattery had tried to give her masculine tastes; and m
short had pushed her to become one day a sort of Queen
Elizabeth. These sentiments were already a httle modified
before her marriage. But she was particularly determined to
be & good and obedient wife ; soms of her friends were anx1onr
she should no?; amongst these Madame de Flaheut mmst ke
mentioned en premiére ligne. .

This became even s subject which severed the intrmesy -
tween them. Madame de Flahaut, much older than Cherictee
and of a sour and determned ct had geined an3
which partook on Charlotte’s part o httle of fear, En-—wa
afraid of her, but when once supported took corrae:

People were much struck on the 2nd of May 1816
House with the clearness and firmness with
nounced * and obey,” etc., as there had been a crmreg” bilp’
that it would be for the husband to give thess promase: P
Regent put me particularly on my muard, a3 g4 *1" vop
don’t resist she will govern you with 2 Iir. cen?® e
own experience has convinced you thet reel Alaniyr 4 r e
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many sentiments that may have been implanted into the
mind of a young girl. With Charlotte it was the more meri-
torious, as from a very early period of her life she was con-
sidered as the heiress of the Crown ; the Whigs flattered her
extremely, and later, when she got by my intervention recon-
ciled to the Tories, they also made great efforts to please her.

Her understanding was extremely good; she knew every-
body, and I even afterwards found her judgment generally
extremely correct. She had read a great deal and knew well
what she had read. Generous she was almost foo much, and her
devotion was quite affecting, from a character so much pushed
to be selfish and imperious.

I will here end my souvenir of poor dear Charlotte, but I
thought that the subject could not but be interesting to you
Her constancy in wishing to marry me, which she maintained
under difficulties of every description, has been the foundation
of all that touched the family afterwards. You know, I
believe, that your poor father was the chief promoter, though
also the Yorks were; but our correspondence from 1814 till
1816 was entirely carried on through his kind intervention;
it would otherwise have been impossible, as she was really
treated as a sort of prisoner. Grant always to that good and
generous Charlotte, who sleeps already with her beautiful
little boy so long, where all will go to, an affectionate remem-
brance, and believe me she deserves it.

Forgive my long letter, and see in it, what it really is, &
token of the great affection I have for you. Ever, my dearest
Victoria, your devoted Uncle. Lrororp R.

Queen Victoria to Sir Robert Peel.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 123 June 1845.

The Queen understands that the Deanery of Worcester has
become vacant by some new arrangement. Believing that
Sir Robert’s brother, Mr John Peel, has a fair claim to such
preferment, but being afraid that Sir Robert would perhaps
hesitate to recommend him on account of his near relationship
to him, the Queen wishes to offer herself this Deanery through
Sir Robert to his brother.

Sir Robert Peel to Queen Victoria.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 12tk June 1845.

Sir Robert Peel, with his humble duty to your Majesty
hastens to acknowledge your Majesty’s most kind and coB
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siderate communication, and to express his grateful acknow-
ledgments for it.

He must, in justice to his brother, assure your Majesty that
he never has expressed, and probably never would express, a
wish to Sir Robert Peel on the subject of preferment mn the
Church.

Sir Robert Peel myght have hesitated to bring the name of
one so nearly connetted with him under the notice of your
Majesty, but as b ** ot e
academical career
discharge of every
feel hunself justifi
ment of your Majesty’s gracious mtentions m his favour, if,
when the vacancy shall have actually occurred mn the Deanery
of Worcester, no superior claim should be preferred.t

Lord Stanley to Queen Victoria.
DOWNING STREST, 10t July 1845,

Lord Stanley, with his humble duty, submits to your
Majesty a despatch just recerved from the Governor of South
Australa, enclosing the letter of a settler 1n the province,
Mr Walter Duffield, who is anxious to be allowed the honour of
offering for your Majesty’s scceptance a case of the first wine
which has been made 1n the colony.

Lord Stanley will not venture to answer for the quality of
the vintage ; but as the wine has been sent over with a loyal
and dutiful feeling, and the importer, as well as the colonsts
in general, might feel hurt by a refusal of his humble offering.
he ventures to hope that he may be permitted to sigmfy,
through the Governor, your Majesty’s gracious acceptance of
the first sample of a facture which, 1f ful, ma,
greatly to the resources of this young but now thriving colony.

The above js humbly submmtted by your Majesty’s most
dutiful Servant and Subject, STANLEY.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
OSDORNE, 294 July 1815.

My DEaREST UNCLE,—Accept my best thanks for your very
i kind little note of the 26th. As Albert writes to you about the
¢ 1 Dean Pecl lived Gll 1875,
b VoL I 2%
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King of Holland's visit ' I will say but little, except that it
roally went off wonderfully well in our little house. We took
him a sail in the Victoria and Albert on Saturday, which he
admired amazingly, and after luncheon he went away, Albert
taking him over to Gosport. He intends, I believe, to come
hero one morning for luncheon to take leave. He is grown old,
and has lost all his front teoth, but he is as talkative and lively
as he used to be, and seems very happy t6 be in England again.
He was very anxious that we should pay him a visit this year,
but was quite satisfied when we told him that this year it was
impossible, but that we hoped some other time to do so. He
was much struck at seeing me now independent and un-
embarrassed, and talking ; as when he was here in 183621
was extremely crushed and kept under and hardly dared say
a word, so that he was quite astonished. He thought me
grown. Believe me, always, dearest Uncle, your devoted
Niece, Vicroris R.

Queen Victoria to Viscount Melbourne.
OSBORNE, 31st July 1845.

The Queen thanks Lord Melbourne very much for his last
kind letter of the 11th, by which she was truly rejoiced to see
he was better. We are comfortably and peacefully established
here since the 19th, and derive the greatest benefit, pleasure,
-and satisfaction from our little possession here. The dear
Prince is constantly occupied in directing the many necessary
improvements which are to be made, and in watching our nevw
house, which is a’constant interest and amusement. We are
most anxiously waiting for the conclusion of the Session thet
‘we may set off on our much-wished-for journey to Germany:
"The Queen is extremely sorry to leave England without seeing
Lord Melbourne, and without having seen him all this season;
but something or other always prevented us from seeing Lor
Melbourne each time we hoped to do so. We only return th¢
night before the Prorogation and embark that same day. We
have the children here. We went to the Undercliff-—Ventnoh
Bonchurch, etc.—on Monday, and were much delighted Wlté
all we saw. We had a visit from the King of Holland 185
week, who is grown old, but otherwise just the same as he U

to be.

. e

1 'This visit lasted ten days, and included a visit to Goodwood races and a rene“;l :{ th
Household troops in Hyde Park. His Majesty was also appointed 3 gxglg-g:gt who
e t

2 Ante, vol. i, p. 47. He was then Prince of Orange, and succee
abdicated in his favour in 1840,
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The Queen joins with Lord Melbourne in unfeigned satis-
faction at the success of the Irish measures, after so much
factious opposition. Lord Grey's death! will have shocked
Lord Melbourne, as it has us. Poor Lord Dunmore’s death is
a very shocking event. The Primnce wishes to be most kndly
remembered to Lord Melbourne.

Sir Robert Pecl to Queen Vaictorra.
WHITERALL, 6th August 1845.

Sir Robert Peel presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
and begs leave to acquamnt your Majesty that in the course of
a long speech made by Lord John Russell last mght, reviewing
the policy of the Government and the proceedings of the
Session, Lord John expressed humself strongly on the subject
of your Majesty’s absence from the country, without provision
made for the exercise of the Royal authority by the appomt-
ment of Lords Justices.

Sir Robert Peel thinks it very probable that & motion will be
made upon the subject in the course of the next Session—
particularly in the event of any occurrence during your
Majesty’s absence, which might cause public inconverence
from the want of immediate access to the Royal authority, or
compel any assumption of power on the part of your Majesty’s
servants of a questionable character.

The present Law Officers of the Crown were rather startled
at the intention of departing from the precedent of George IV.’s
reign, on seeing the legal opinions of their predecessors ; they
did not differ from the legal doctrines laid down by them, but
were not very well satisfied on the pont of discretion and
poliey.

Sir Robert Peel feels it to be his duty to state to your
Majesty what has passed on this subject, and to apprize your
Majesty of the possibility of a question being h raised
in Parliament upon it.

Sir Robert Peel thinks that in the case of a short absence,
and a distance not precluding easy and rapid communication
with your Majesty, the appointment of Lords Justices may be
dispensed with ; but he 1s humbly of opinion that were the
distance greater or the period of absence longer than that
contemplated by your Ma)esty, the reasons for the nomination
of Lords Justices would preponderate.

% Charles, second Batl Grey, bad been Prime Minister, 1830-1834.
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Should the subject be again mentioned in Parliament and
a dircct question be put upon it, Sir Robert Peel will, of
courso, assume the entire responsibility for the non-appoint-
ment of Lords Justices ; vindicating the departure from the
precedent of George IV. on the ground of the shorter period
of absence and the more easy means of communication.? . . .

The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir Robert Peel.
CHATEAU D'Ew, 8tk Seplember 1845,

My DEAR PEEL,—We left Antwerp very early yesterday
morning, and anchored for a few hours off Flushing? We
passing down the Channel during the night, and as the weather
was perfectly bright and fine, found ourselves off Tréport
before nine o’clock this morning. The King came off to the
yacht, and took the Queen in his barge toland. I need not say
how joyfully she was received by all the Royal Family.

Although I shall have opportunities, both this evening and
to-morrow morning, of speaking again with the King and
Guizot, I have already discussed several subjects with each of
them ; and as the Queen particulerly desires to send a mes-
senger this evening, I will give you some notion of what has
passed between us.

I think the marriage of the Queen of Spain is the subject 00
which the greatest interest is felt at this moment. It was the
first introduced, both by the King and Guizot, and treated by
both in the same manner. They said, that having promised
to support the King of Naples, they were bound not to abanqon
the Count de Trapani, so long as there was a chance of his being
successful in his suit. I said in answer to their desire, that we
would assist this arrangement, that we had no objectior} to
Count Trapani, and that we would take no part against himj
but unless it should be the decided wish of the Spanish Gover’
ment and people, we could give no support to the marriag
as we were honestly of opinion that it was not desired in Spai®
and that we saw nothing in the proposal to call for our supp®
under these circumstances. Both the King and Guizot 58!

1 The Queen was accompanied by a Secretary of State (Lord Aberdeen), so that o8 ;‘r‘f
of State could be performed as well abroad as at home ; see Life of the Prince Consorh
vol. i. p, 372, . ;

2 Parliament was prorogued on the 9th of August, and the Queen and Prince sailed
in the evening for Antwerp in the Royal yacht. ~Sir Theodore Martin gives a very 238
description of the visit to Coburg. The Queen was especially delighted with the Roﬁleﬁ
and Reinhardtsbrunn.  On the morning of the 8th of September the yacht, which had to
the Scheldt on the previous evening, arrived at Tréport, and a second visit was pal
the King and Queen of the French at the Chiteau d’En,
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they had no objection to the Duke of Saville! (Don Enrique),
and that if it should be foundathat Count Trapani was mm-
possible, they would willingly support him.

With respect to the Infanta, they both declared in the most
positive and explicit manner, that untd the Queen was married
and had children, they should consider the Infanta precisely
as her sister, and that any marrage with a French Primnce
would be entrrely out of the question. The King said he did
not wish that his son should have the prospect of being on the
throne of Spain ; but that if the Queen had children, by whom
the succession would be secured, he did not engage to pre-
clude lumself from the possibility of profiting by the great in-
hentance which the Infanta would bring his son Al this,
however, was uncertam, and would require time at all events
to lish ; for I distinetl; d that 1t was not only
a marriege and a child, but children, that were necessary to
secure the succession.

France and Spamn, m the course of a few years to affect this
question mn & manner not now apparent. ABERDEEN.

Sir Robert Peel to Queen Victoria.
OSBORNE, 15¢A September 1845

Sir Robert Peel, with his humble duty to your Majesty, begs
leave to acquaint your Majesty that there remeins the sum of
£700 to be apphed in the current year to the grant of Civil
Last Pensions.

Str Robert Peel humbly recommends to your Majesty that
another sum of £200 should be offered to Mr Tennyson, & poet
of whose powers of imagination and expression many com-
petent judges think most highly.

He was brought under the notice of Sir Robert Peel by
Mr Hallam. His pecuniary circumstances are far from bemng
prosperous.

There is a vacancy in the Deanery of Lincoln, but the pre-
ferment is less ehgible from there being no residence, and the
%ecessxty for building one at the immediate expense of the new

ean.

1 Tounger son of Don Franclsco de Paula, and first couzn to Queen Isabells, both
through bis father wad tus mother
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Should the subject be again mentioned in Parliament and
a direct question be put upon if, Sir Robert Peel will, of
course, assume the entire responsibility for the non-appoint-
ment of Lords Justices ; vindicating the departure from the
precedent of George IV. on the ground of the shorter period
of absence and the more easy meeans of communication.! . . .

The Farl of Aberdeen to Sir Robert Peel.
CHATEAU D'EU, Sth September 1845,

My DEAR PEEL,—We left Antwerp very early yesterday
morning, and anchored for a few hours off Flushing? We
passing down the Channel during the night, and as the weather
was perfectly bright and fine, found ourselves off Tréport
before nine o’clock this morning. The King came off to the
yacht, and took the Queen in his barge toland. I neednotsey
how joyfully she was received by all the Royal Family.

Although I shall have opportunities, both this evening and
to-morrow morning, of speaking again with the King an
Guizot, I have already discussed several subjects with each of
them ; and as the Queen particulerly desires to send a me
senger this evening, I will give you some notion of what bes
passed between us.

I think the marriage of the Queen of Spain is the subject 0
which the greatest interest is felt at this moment. It was the
first introduced, both by the King and Guizot, and treated by
both in the same manner. They said, that having promt
to support the King of Naples, they were bound not to abandof
the Count de Trapani, so long as there was a chance of his bemg
successful in his suit. I said in answer to their desire, that ™
would assist this arrangement, that we had no objectio? 0
Count Trapani, and that we would take no part against D
but unless it should be the decided wish of the Spanish Gove™
ment and people, we could give no support to the marritg
as we were honestly of opinion that it was not desired in SPB“;{
and that we saw nothing in the proposal to call for our sUpPe
under these circumstances. Both the King and Guizot s

so thatsaf

1 The Queen was accompanied by a Secretary of State (Lord Aberdeen), e LS
i s

of State could be performed as well abroad as at home; see Lije of the Pri
vol. i. p. 272, i el

2 Parlinment was prorogued on the 9th of August, and the Queen and Prnc® =%
in the evening for Antwerp in the Royal yacht. Sir Theodore Martin gives 8 }eo"éf—‘
description of the visit to Coburg. The Queen was especially delighted with ﬂ}eh el
and Reinhardisbrunn. On the morning of the 8th of September the yacht, which 2.4
the Scheldt on the previons evening, arrived at Tréport, and a second visit was P
the King and Queen of the French at the Chatean d’Eu.
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they had no objectton to the Duke of Saville! (Don Enrique),
and that if 1t should be foundathat Count Trapani was im-
possible, they would willingly support him.

‘With respect to the Infanta, they both declared in the most
positive and exphcit manner, that unt:l the Queen twas married
and had children, they should consider the Infanta precisely
as her sister, end that any marnage with a French Prince
would be entirely out of the question. The King said he did
not wish that his son should have the prospect of being on the
throne of Spain ; but that 1f the Queen had children, by whom
the succession would be secured, he did not engage to pre-
clude hamself from the possibility of profiting by the great in-
heritance which the Infanta would bring his son. All ths,
however, was uncertain, and would require time at all events
to hish ; for I distinctl; il 1, that it was not only
a marniage and a child, but chddren, that were necessary to

secure the succession,
[EPetwptn

plated should armive. Many things may happen, both in
France and Spain, in the course of a few years to affect this
questron 1n a manner not now apparent. ABERDEEN.

Sir Robert Peel to Queen Victoria.
OSBORNE, 15th September 1845

Sir Robert Peel, with Ins humble duty to your Majesty, begs
leave to acquaint your Majesty that there remains the sum of
£700 to be apphed 1n the current year to the grant of Civil
List Pensions.

Bir Robert Peel humbly recommends to your Majesty that
another sum of £200 should bo offered to Mr Tennyson, a poet
of whose p-—--- ’ * 1o many com-
petent judg

He was Robert Peel by
Mr Hallam . far from being
Prosperous.

There 13 & vacancy in the Deanery of Lincoln, but the pre-
ferment 19 less eligible from there being no residence, and the
gaccssxty for building one at the immediate expense of the new

ean.

t Younger son of Don Francisco de Pauls, snd first consln to Queen Isabella, both
through his father and hus mother
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Sir Robert Peel is inclined to recommend to your Majesty
that an offer of this preferment should be made to Mr Ward,
the Rector of St James's.

Should Mr Ward decline, there i3 a clergyman of the name
of Maurice,! of whom the Archbishop says: * Of unbeneficed
London clorgy thero is no one, T believe, who is so much dis-
tinguished by his learning and literary talent as the Rev.
Frederick Maurice, Chaplain of St Guy’s Hospital. His
private charactor is equally estimable.”

Should Mr Ward decline ? tho Deanery it might, should your
Majesty approve of it, be offerod to Mr Maurice. Tho Arch-
bishop says that the appointment of Mr Maurice would be
very gratifying to the King of Prussia.

The King of the Belgians to Queen Victoria.
ST CLOUD, 10th Oclober 1845,

My pearesT Vicronria,— . . . All you say about our dear
Albert, whom I love like my own child, is perfectly true. The
attacks, however unjust, have but ono advantage, that of
showing the points the enomy thinks wealkest and best caleu-
lated to hurt. This, being the case, Anson, without boring A.
with daily sccounts which in the end become very irksome,
should pay attention to these very points, and contribute to
avoid what may be turned to account by the enemy. To hope
t{o escape censure and calumny is noxt to impossible, but what-
ever is considered by the enemy as o fit subject for attack is
better modified or avoided. The dealings with artists, for in-
stance, require great prudence ; they are acquainted with all
classes of society, and for that very reason dangerous ; they are
hardly cver satisficd, and whon you have too much to do with

them, you are sure to have des ennuis. . . . Your devoted
Uncle, Lrzororp R.

Queen Vicloria to Lord Stanlcy.

WINDSOR CASTLL, 2nd November 1843.

The Queen has read with great concern Lord Stanley’s letter
of the 1st November. Irom private informationshe had been
led to expect that Lord Metcalfe would not be able to continue

1 Frederick Denison Maurice (1805-1872), the friend of Kingsley, afterwards Chaplain

of St, Peter’s, Vere Strect,
2 Mr Ward accepted the Deanery.
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at his irksome post! He will be an immense loss, and the
gelection of a successor will be most difficult, The Queen hopes
that there will not be too great a delay in making the new

persomally to meke over lus G t to his
whom he could verbelly better put in possession of the pecu-
liarities of his position than any mstructions could do It
strikes the Queen to be of the greatest tmportance, that the
judicious system pursued by Lord Metcalfe (and which, after
a long continuation of toil and adversities, only now just
begms to show its effect) should be followed up by his successor.
The Queen knows nobody who would be as fit for the
appomntment a3 Lord Elgm, who seems to have given great
satisfaction 1n Jamaica, where he has already succeeded Lord
Metealfe, whose onginal appointment there had ltkewise taken
place under circumstances of great dufficulty, which his pru~
dence and firmness finally overcame.®

Queen Victoria to Sir Robert Peel.
OSBORNE, 28tA November 1845,

The Queen 15 very sorry to hear that Sir Robert Peel ap-
prehends further dufferences of opimon in the Cabinet, at &
of impending calamity ; 1t is more than ever neces-

sary that the Government should be strong and united.

The Queen thinks the time is come when a removal of the
Testrictions upon the importation of food cannot be success-
fully resisted. Should this be Sir Robert’s own opinion, the
Queen very much hopes that none of his colleagues will prevent
i from doing what it is #ight to do.

Sir Robert Pecl to Queen Victoria,
WHITERALL, 4th December 1848,

8ir Robert Deel, with his humble duty to your Majesty, begs
leave to gequaint your Majesty that a leading paragraph in the
1 He retured from the Governor-Generalsip of Canada throngh jil-health,

* Loed Etanley, 1 reply, submutted a private letter from Lord Elmin, expressiag a wish
to return home} Earl (gmzun. 'was provisionally appointed Governor-General,
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Times of to-day, asserting that your Majesty’s servants had
unanimously agreed to an immediate and total repeal of the
Corn Laws, is quite without foundation.!

Sir Robert Peel to Queen Victoria.?

WHITEHALL, 5th December 1345,
(Friday evening.)

Sir Robert Peel presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
and will wait upon your Majesty to-morrow evening, leaving
London by the half-past twelve train.

Sir Robert Peel will avail himself of your Majesty’s kind
proposal to remain at Osborne until Monday morning.

He will come to Osborne with a heart full of gratitude and
devotion to your Majesty, but with a strong conviction (all
the grounds for which he will, with your Majesty’s permission,
explain to your Majesty) that in the present state of affairs, he
can render more service to your Majesty and to the country in
a private than in a public station.

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.

OSBORNE, 7th December 1845,

On receiving the preceding letter . . . we were, of course,
in great consternation. Yesterday Sir Robert Peel arrived
here and explained the condition of affairs.

On 1st November he had called his Cabinet, and placed
before its members the reports of the Irish Commissioners, Dr
Buckland, Dr Playfair and Dr Lindley, on the condition of the
potato crop, which was to the effect that the half of the pota-
toes were ruined by the rot, and that no one could guarantee
the remainder. Belgium, Holland, Sweden, and Denmark, in
which states the potato disease had likkewise deprived the
poorer class of its usual food, have immediately taken energetic
means, and have opened the harbours, bought corn, and pro-

1 See Memoirs of the Life of Henry Reeve, vol. i. p. 175, for Lord Duflerin's refutation
of the story that Sidney Herbert confided the secret to Mrs Norton, and that she sold it to
the Times. The story has obtained a wide currency through Mr Meredith's Diana of th*
Crossways, Lord Stanmore, in his Life of Sidney Herbert, substantially attributes the
communication to Lord Aberdeen, but does not give the details. .

2 Peel reported to the Queen the Cabinet discussions on the Corn Law question. The
Quesn wrote that the news caused her much uneasiness, and that she felt certain that
hrer Minister would not leave her at a moment of such difficulty, and when a crisis was
impending,

3 From Sir Robert Peel, 5th December, ante.
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vided for the case of a rise of prices  Sir Robert proposed the
same thing for England, and, by opeming the ports, a pre-
paration for the abolition of the Corn Laws. Iis colleagues
refused, and of the whole Cabinet only Lord Aberdeen, Sie
James Graham, and Mr Sidney Herbert voted with him. Sir
Robert hoped that in tume the opmions of the others would
change, and theref postponed a final d In the
meanwhile the agitation of the Anti-Corn Law League began ;
i every town addresses were voted, meetings were held,
the Tumes—barometer of public feeling-—became suddenly
violently Anti-Corn Law, the meetings.of the Cabinet roused
attention, & general panic setzed on the mass of the pubhe.
Sir Robert called anew his Cabmet In the midst of thew
deliberation Lord John Russell issues from Edmburgh an
address to the City of London?

The whole country ertes out : the Corn Layws are doomed

Thereon: Sir Robert declared to s Cabinet that nothing but
unanimity could save the cause, and pressed for a deciston.

The Duke of Buccleuch and Lord Stanley declared they
could not take a part in a measure abohshing the Corn Laws,
and would therefore have to resign. The other members, 1n-
cludmng the Duke of Wellington, showed themselves ready to
support Sir Robert, yet, as the latter says, * apparently not
willingly and against themr feelings” Thereupon Sir Robert
resolved to lay down hus office as Minister

‘When he arrived here he was visibly much moved, and said
to me, that 1t was one of the most pamful moments of his life
to separate himself from us, *‘ but it 1s necessary, and 1f I have
erred 1t was T - . cT
Her Majesty
have gone wh
m my own Cabmet. I was anxious, however, to try my
utmost, but it is impossible to retrieve lost tune. Assoon as I

prepared for the thing ; there had been no agitation, every-
body looking to the Government, as soon as they saw this
wavering and hesitating, the country decided for itself, and
Lord John has the merit, owing to lus most dexterous move
and our want of unanimity.”

On my observing that Sir Robert has a majonty of one
hundred 1n the House of Commons, and asking whether 1t

1 Declanag for the Itepeal of the Corn Laws
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wa}(s1 not possible for him to continue the Government, he
said :—

* The Duke of Buccleuch will carry half Scotland with him,
and Lord Stanley, leading the Protectionists in the House of
Lords, would lead to great and immediate defections even in
Her Majesty’s household. The Duchess of Buccleuch, Lord
Hardwicke, Lord Exeter, Lord Rivers, Lord Beverley, otc.,
would resign, and we should not be able to find successors ;
in the House of Commons I am sure I should be beat, the
Tories, agriculturists, etc., in rage would turn round upon me
and be joined by the.Whigs and Radicals, who would say,
‘ This is our measure and we will not allow you to carry it.’
It is better that I should go now, when nobody has committed
himself in the heat of party contest, when no factions have been
formed, no imprudent declarations been made ; it is better for
Her Majesty and for the country that it should be so.”

After we had examined what possibilities were open for the
Crown, the conclusion was come to that Lord John was the
only man who could be charged with forming & Cabinet. Lord
Stanley, with the aristocracy as his base, would bring about an
insurrection [or riots], and the ground on which one would
have to fight would be this: to want to force the mass of
the people, amidst their great poverty, to pay for their bread
a high price, in favour of the landlords.

It is & matter of the utmost importance not to place the
House of Lords into direct antagonism with the Commons
and with the masses of the people. Sir Robert says very
correctly :—

“I am afraid of other interests getting damaged in the
struggle about the Corn Laws ; already the system of promo-
tion in the Army, the Game Laws, the Church, are getting
attacked with the aid of the league.”

After Victoria had in consequence [of the foregoing] do-
cided in favour of Lord John, and asked Sir Robert: ‘ But
how is it possible for him to govern with so exceedingly small a
minority ? >’ Sir Robert said : “ He will have difficulties and
perhaps did not consider what he was doing when he wrote that
letter ; but I will support him. 1 feel it my duty to your
Majesty not to leave you without & Government. Even if
Lord John goes to the full extent of his declaration in that
letter (which I think goes too far), I will support him in Parlin-
ment and use all my influence with the House of Lords to pre-
vent their impeding his progress. I will do more, if he likes
it. I will say that the increase of the cstimates which will
become necessary are my work, and I alone am responsiblo

for it.”
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Sir Robert intends to give me a memorandum m which he
is to male this promise i writmg

He was greatly moved, and said 1t was not ** the loss of
power {for I hate power) nor of office,” which was nothing but
a plague for him, but “ the breaking up of those relations in
which he stood to the Queen and me, and the loss of our
soctety,” which was for him & loss, for which there was no
equivalent ; we might, however, rely on his being always ready
to serve us, in what manner and m what place 1t might be.
Lord Aberdeen is said to feel the same, and very deeply so ;
and on our side the loss of two so estimable men, who possess
our whole and perfect confidence in pubhe as well as m private
affairs, and have always proved themselves true friends, leaves
a great gap. ALBERT.

Queen Victoria to Viscount Melbourne
OSBORNE, Tth Decernber 1845.

Sir Robert Peel has informed the Queen that 1 consequence
of differences prevailng in the Cabinet, he 1s very reluctantly
compelled to solicit from the Queen the acceptance of his
resignation, which she has as reluctantly accepted

From the Queen’s unabated confidence in Lord Melbourne,
her first impulse was torequest his immediate attendance here
thdt she might have the benefit of his assistance and advice,
but on reflection the Queen does not think herself justified, in
the present state of Lord Melbourne’s health, to ask hum to
make the sacrifice which the return to his former position of
Prime Mmister would, she fears, impose upon him.

It is this consideration, and this alone, that has mduced the
Queen to address to Lord John Russell the letter of which
she sends a copy. The Queen hopes, however, that Lord
Melbourne will not withhold from her new Government his
advice, which would be so veluable to her,

It is of the utmost emportance that the whole of this com-
munication should be kept & most profound secret until the
Queen has seen Lord John Russell.

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
8t December 1845.

Sir Robert helped us in the composition of the letters to
Lord John and to Lord Melb We considered 1 Y
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to write to the latter, in consideration of the confidential
position which he formerly enjoyed.

Sir Robert Peel has not resigned, thinking it a matter of
great strength for the Sovereign to keep his ministry until a
new one can be got. ALBERT.

Viscount Melbourne to Queen Victoria.
BROCKET HALL, 9th December 1845,

Lord Melbourne presents his humble duty to your Majesty ;
he has just received your Majesty’s letter of the 7th inst.,
which, of course, has astonished him by the magnitude of the
event which it announces, although something of this sort has
heen long pending and to be expected. Lord Melbourne re-
turns your Majesty many thanks for this communication, and
more for your Majesty’s great kindness and consideration for
him personally at the present moment. He is better, but so
long a journey would still not have been convenient to him,
and he has such a horror of the ses, that a voyago from South-
ampton to Cowes or from Portsmouth to Ryde seems to him in
prospect as formidable as a voyage across the Atlantic.

Lord Melbourne will strictly observe your Majesty’s in-
junction of secrecy.

With respect to the kind wishes about office which your
Majesty is pleased to express, Lord Melbourne will of course
give to your Majesty’s new Government, if formed under Lord
John Russell, all the support in his power, but as to taking
office, he fears that he would find some difficulty. He would
be very unwilling to come in pledged to a total and immediate
reform of the Corn Law, and he also strongly fecls the difficulty
which has in fact compelled Sir Robert Peol to retire, viz.
the difficulty of carrying on the Government upon the principle
of upholding and maintaining the present law swith respect
to corn.

Lord Melbourne again thanks your Majesty for your great

and considerate kindness.

Sir Robert Pcel to Queen Victoria.
WarTLiasL, 10th December 1845,

Sir Robert Peel presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
and influenced by no other motive than the desiro to contribute
if possible to the relief of your Majesty from embarrassment,
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and the protection of the public interests from injury, 15 m-
duced to make this confidential commurcation to your Majesty

known to the Mmuster who, as successor to Sir Robert Peel,
may be honoured by your Majesty’s confidence.

On the first day of November last Sir Robert Peel advised
us coll t of the al accounts from Ire-
land and many d)stncts of Great Britamn as to the failure of the
potato crop from disease, and for the purpose of guarding
against contingencies which 1n his opinion were not mmprobable,
humbly to recommend to your Majesty that the duties on the
import of foreign grain should be suspended for a lmited period
either by Order in Council, or by Legislative Enactment,
Parliament 1 either case bemng summoned without delay.

Sir Robert Peel foresaw that this suspension, fully justified
by the tenor of the reports to which he has referred, would
compel, during the mterval of suspension, the r
of the Corn Laws,

1f the opinions of his colleagues had been n concurrence
with his own, he was fully prepared to take the respunsxblhty
of ion, and of the of
a compmhenswe review of the laws unposmg restrictions on
the import of foreign grain and other articles of food, with a
view to their gradual diminution and ultimate removnl He
was disposed to recommend that any new laws to be enacted
should contain within themselves the principle of gradual
and ultimate removal,

Sir Robert Peel is prepared to support in a private capacity
measures which may be in general conformity with those which
he advised as a Minister.

It would be unbecomng m Sir Robert Peel to make any
reference to the details of such measures.

Your Majesty has been good enough to inform him that it
is your intention to propose to Lord John Russell to under-
take the formation of 8 Government.

The principle on which 8ir Robert Peel was prepared to re-
commend the reconsideration of the laws affecting the import
of the main articles of food, was in general accordance with that
referred to in the concluding paragraph of Lord John Russell's
lotter to the electors of the City of Londont

o¢ Parsgrarh urged that, with arevinon oftaxation to make the srangement moto
e e safeguards augrested by caution and ecrupulous forbearance, pestric-
1055 on the admaion o1 the maih articles of f00d 6ad elothing nsed BY. the mass of the
Ppeople should be removed.
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Sir Robert Peel wished to necompany the removal of re-
strictions on the admission of such articles, with relief to the
Innd from such charges as are unduly onerous, and with such
other provisions as in the terms of Lord John Russell’s letter
*“eantion and even scrupulous forbearance may suggest.”

Sir Robert T'eel will support measures founded on that
genera) prineiple, and will exercise any influence he may possess
to promote their success,

Sir Robert Peel feels it {o be his duty to add, that should
your Majesty's servants, after consideration of the heavy de-
mands upon the Army of this country for colonial service, of
our relations with the United States, and of the bearing which
steam navigation may have upon maritime warfare, and the
defence of the country. deem it advisable to propose an ad-
dition to the Army, and increased naval and military estimatces,
Sir Robert Peel will support the proposal, will do all that he
can to prevent it from being considered as indicative of hostile
or altered feeling towards France, and will assume for the
incrense in question any degree of responsibility present or
retrospective which can fairly attach to him. Rosert PEEL.

Lord Stanley to Queen Victoria.
ST JAMES'S SQUARR, 11th December 1845,

. . . Lord Stanley humbly hopes that he may be permitted
to avail himself of this opportunity to express to your Majesty
the decp regret and pain with which he has felt himself com-
pelled to dissent from the advice intended to have been
tendered to your Majesty on the subject of the Corn Laws. He
begs to assure your Majesty that he would have shrunk from
making no personal sacrifice, short of that of principle, for the
purpose of avoiding the inconvenience to your Majesty and to
the country inseparable from any change of Administration ;
but being unconvinced of the necessity of a change of policy
involving an abandonment of opinions formerly maintained,
and expectations held out to political supporters, he felt that
the real interests of your Majesty’s service could not be pro-
moted by the loss of personal character which the sacrifice of
his own convictions would necessarily have involved ; and
that he might far more usefully serve your Majesty and the
country out of office, than as the official advocate of a policy
which he could not sincerely approve. Lord Stanley begs to
assure your Majesty that it will be his earnest endeavour to
allay, as far as may lie in his power, the excitement which he
cannot but foresee as the consequence of the contemplated
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change of policy ; and he ventures to influlge the hope that

Majesty’s sertvee, but also to take a step which he 15 aware
may have had some influence on the course finally adopted by
Sir Robert Peel, may not be still farther mcreased by the
apprehension of having, in the performance of a most pamful
duty, incurred your Majesty’s displeasure. All which 13
humbly submitted by your Majesty’s most datiful Servant
and Subject, STaNLEY

Queen Victoria to Lord Stanley.
OSEORNE, 12th December 1845

The Queen, of course, much regrets that Lord Stanley could
not agree in the opinions of Sir Robert Peel upon a subject of

Queen Victoria o the Duke of Wellington
OSBORNE, 12ih Decemnber 1845,

The Queen has to inform the Duke of Wellington that, in
consequence of Sir Robert Peel's having declared to her his
inability to carry on any longer the Government, she has sent
for Lord John Russell, who is not able at present to state
whether he can form an Administration, and 18 gone to Town in
order to consult his friends. Whatever the result of his en-
quiries may be, the Queen has a strong desire to see the Duke
of Welhngton remain at the head of her Army. The Queen
appeals to the Duke’s so often proved loyalty and attachment
to her person, inaskmg him to give her this assurance. The
Duke will thereby render the greatest service to the country
and t0 her own person.

The Duke of Wellington to Queen Victoria.
STRATHFIELDSAYE, 124 Decrmber 1525,
Qar o night)
Field-Marshal the Duke of Wellington presents his fz—bls

duty to your Majesty ; he hes just now received your Mad=ty's
commands from Osborne of this day’s date.
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He humbly submits to your Majesty that the duties of the
(?f)xxn.nnmlnr»in-('hi(-f of your Mnjesty's Land Forces places
hitn in constant confidentinl relations with all your Majesty’s
Ministers, and particularly with the one filling tho office of
Firat Lord of the Treasary,

Undrer these eircumstances he submits to your Majesty the
coun=el, that your Majesty would be graciously pleased to
consult the nobleman or  gentleman who should be your
Majesty’s ivst Minister, before any other step should be taken
upon the subject,  He might think that he had reason to
complain if he should find that it was arranged that the Duke
of Wellinzton should continue to (ill the office of Commander-
in-Chief, and such impression might have an influence upon
his future relations with that office.

Ficld-Marshial the Dule of Wellington believes that Lord
John Ruszel]l and all your Majesty's former Ministers were
awnre, that during the whole period of the time during which
Lord Hill was the General Commanding-in-Chief your Majesty’s
Forees, the professional opinion and services of Field-Marshal
the Duke of Wellington were at all times at the command and
disposition of your Majesty's servants, and were given when-
ever required,

He happened to be at that time in political opposition to the
Government in the House of Parliament, of which he was &
member; but that circumstance made no difference.

It is impossible for the Duke of Wellington to form a political
conncetion with Lord John Russell, or to have any relation
with the political course of the Government over which he
should preside.

Such arrangement would not conciliate public confidence, be
considered creditable to either party, or be useful to the service
of yvour Majesty.

Nor, indeed. would the performance of the duties of the
Commander-in-Chief of the Army require that such should
exist : on the other hand, the performance of these duties
would require that tho person filling the office should avoid
to belong to, or to act in concert with, a political party opposed
to the Government.

Ficld-Marshal the Duke of Wellington has considered it his
duty to submit these considerations, in order that your Majesty
may be perfectly aware of the position in which he is about
to place himself, in case Lord John Russell should counsel your
Majesty to command Field-Marshal the Duke of Wellington to
continue to hold the office of Commander-in-Chief of your

Majesty's Land Forces. .
He at once submits to your Majesty the assurance that he
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will cheerfully devote his service to your Majesty’s command
upon iving the official inti ion thereof, and that he will
as usual make every effort in his power to promote your
Majesty's service.
All of which is humbly submitted to your Majesty by your
Majesty’s most dutiful Subject and devoted Servant,
NWELLINGTON.

The King of the French {o Queen Vicfora
BT CLOUD, le 16 Décembre 1845,

Mapame ma TRES CHERE S®UR,~J’a1 & remercier votre
Majesté de I'excellente lettre que ma bonne Clém m'a remse
de sa part. Elle m'a ét6 droit au cceur, et je ne saurais ex-
primer & quel point )’ai 6té touché de vos bons voeux pour
ma famille, et de tout ce que vous me témoignez sur I'accrosse-
ment qu'il a plia & la Providence de lui donner dans mes
onze petits fils.

Je me disposais & dire & votre Majesté que, quoiqu’avec un
bien vif regret, jo comprenais parfaitement les motifs qui vous
portajent & remettre & une autre année, cette visite s1 vivement
désirée, et que j’espérai ) trouver une ion &
cette privation, en allant de nouveau L ofirir en Angleterre,
YThommage de tous les sentiments que je Lui porte, et qui
m’attachent si profondément & Elle, ainsi qu'au Prince son
Epoux, lorsque j’ai regu la nouvelle de la démisston de Sir
Robert Peel, de Lord Aberdeen et de tous leurs Collégues.
Je me flattais que ces Ministres qui s'étaient toujours si bien
entendus avec les miens pour établir entre nos deux Gouverne-
ments, cette heureuse entente cordiale qui est Ia base du repos
du monde et de la prospérité de nos pays, continueraient encore
longtemps & Uentretenir, et & la consolider de plus en plus.
Cet espoir est dégu!!t Il faut s’y résigner; mais je suis
empressé d'assurer votre Majesté, que quel que s0it son nouveau
Ministére, celui qui m’entours aujourd’hui, et que je désire,
et que j'espére conserver longtemps, n'omettra asucun effort
pour cultiver et maintenir cet heureux accord qu’il est si
évidemment dans notre intérét commun de conserver intact.

Dans de telles circonstances, il me devient doublement
précieux d’stre uni & votre Majesté et au Prince Albert
tant de liens, et qu'il se soit formé entre nous cet attachement
mutuel, cette afiection et cette confiance, qui sont au dessus

Gy The retarn of Palmerston to the Forelgn Office Was of cocrse deaed by the Kizg and
o
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et indépendants de tonte considération politique ; mais qui
pourront-toujours plus on moing exercer une influence salutaire
sur Paetion et Ja marche de nos deux Gonvernements.  Aussi,
jorledizd votre Majestéd oty son Epoux nvee un entier abandon,
j’ai besoin de compter sur eetteo assistance ocecasionnelle. et iy
compte enticrement en vous demandant d’avoir la méme
confinneo de mon e4té, ot en vous répétant que cette confiance
ne sera pas piusg dégue dans 'avenir, qu'elle ne 'a 6té dans le
[)nsJ(".

Votre Majesté mo permettra d'offrir iei au Princo Albert
I'expression de ma vive et sincére amitié.  Je la prie aussi de
recevoir eolle de Iinviolable attachement avec lequel je suis,
Madame mn trés chére Sceur, de votre Meajestéd, le bon Frére
ct bien fid¢le Ami, Lovis PriLiree R.

Qucen Victoria to Lord John Russcll,
WINDSOR CASTLE, 16th December 18435,

The Queen has just received Lord John Russell's letter of
this day's date,! and considering that it is of great importance
that no time should be Jost, has immediately forwarded it to
Sir Robert Peel.

The Queen fully understands the motives which guide Lord
John in using cvery cffort to ensure the success of the great
measure which is impending before he undertakes to form a

Jovernment.

The Queen sees from Lord John’s second letter that he has
taken a copy of Sir R. Peel’s letter of the 15th to her. Asshe
does not feel to have been authorised to allow this, the Queen
hopes that in case Sir Robert should have an objection to it

Lord John will not retain the copy.

Quecn Victoria to Sir Robert Peel.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 18th December 1845.

Lord John Russell returned at five this evening, and in-
formed the Queen that after considerable discussion, and after
a full consideration of his position, e will undertake to form a

Government.

1 rinted {n the Annual Register, 1846, p.17. Lord John considered the temporary
susmlrgéiso% grcrc;[r‘:nl of datics, with the pn’)spect of their re-imposition, open *p grave

objections.
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As at present arranged, the Coumcil 1s to be on Monday ;
the Queen much wishing to have a parting interview with
Sir R. Peel, however pamiful it will be to her, wishes Sir Robert
“Peel to inform her when he thinks it best to come down here !

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.

WINDSOR CASTLE, 20th December 1843
(12 o'edock)

We just saw Lord John Russell, who came 1n order to ex-
plain why he had to give up the task of forming a Government
He had wrnitten to all his former colleagues to join him in s
attempt, amongst others to Lord Grey, who answered, “ that
he could only belong to a Government which pledged 1tself to
the principle of absolute free trade and aboltion of all pro-
tection ; that he had his own views upon the sugar question

e L SR -

fon b

formation of a new G t no personal i on:
should stand in the way of a full attention to public Duty.”

Lord John replied that he advocated free trade, but as the
immediate question before them was the Corn Laws, he thought
it wiser not to compbeate this by other declarations which
would produce a good deal of animosity; that the sugar
question and Ireland might be discussed in Cabinet when
circumstances required it ; that he agreed entirely in the last
sentence

After this Lord Grey declared himself quite satisfied Lord
John considered now with his colleagues the peculiar measure
to be proposed, and Mr Barmg thought he could arrange &
financial scheme which would satisfy Lord Lansdowne’s de-
mands for relief to the landed interest. They all felt it their
duty to answer the Queen’s call upon them, though they very
much dishked taking office under such peculiar difficulties.
Now Lord John undertook to apportion the different offices.
He saw Lord Palmerston, and told him that the Queen had

S

snmo o

some other office—for instance, the Colonies ? TLord Psflmer-

1, Lord Joha Rassell, however, found fnenperable difficultles in forming the Cabinet s
nd, to quote Disraeh,  handed back with courtesy the poisoned chalice to &ir Robert.”
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ston declared that he was not at all anxious for office, and
should much regret that his accession should in any’ way
embarrass Lord John ; that he was quite prepared to support
him out of office, but that his taking another department than
his former one would be a public recognition of the most un-
just accusations that had been brought against him ; that he
had evinced throughout a long official life his disposition for
peace, and only in one instance broke with France ;! that
that matter was gone by, and that nobody had stronger con-
viction of the necessity to keep in amity with that Power than
himself. Upon this Lord John said that he could not form a
Government without him, and showed himself quite satisfied
with Lord Palmerston’s declaration.

Suddenly Lord Grey, who had heard of this, cried out:
“ This was an infringement of their compact ” ; that no per-
sonal consideration should interfere with the discharge of
public duty, and that he must decline entering the Government,
as he considered Lord Palmerston’s return to the Foreign Office
as fraught with danger to the peace of Europe. Lord John
could not, under these circumstances, form a Government.
He read to us a long letter from Lord Grey, written with the
intention that it should be seen by the Queen, in which Lord
Grey enters more fully into his motives, and finishes by saying
that therefore /e was not answerable for the failure to form an
Administration.?

Lord John gave the Queen a written statement?® of the
causes which induced him to relinquish the Government, and
of the position he means to assume in Parliament. (He is most
anxious that Sir R. Peel should re-enter and successfully carry

his measures.)
The arrangements Lord John had contemplated have been—

Lord PALMERSTON, . . . . Foreign Secretary.
Lord Grey, . . Colonial Secretary.
Sir GEorGE GREY, . . . . Home Secretary.

(Sir George was anxious later to retire from Parliament, and
willing to go as Governor-General to Canada.)

Mr BARING, . . Chancellor of the Ezxchequer.
Lord CLARENDON, . President of the Board of Trade.

(The Vice-Presidency was to have been offered to his brother,
Mr Villiers, but finally, by his advice, to Mr Cobden ! ! (Lord

1 In reference to affairs in Syria in 1840.
2 Lord Grey's attitude was condemned by Macaulay in a letter to a Mr Macfarlan, who

unwisely communicated it to the Press,
3 Printed in Annual Register, 1846, p. 20.
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Grey wanted Mr Cobden to be in the Cabmet ** '} This Lord
John thought quite out of the question.)

Lord LANSDOWNE, . . President of the Council.

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 20th_December 1813,
(4 oclock PX)

We saw Sir Robert Peel, who had been apprised by Sir
James Graham {to whom Lord John Russell had written) of
what had passed. He was much affected, and expressed s
concern at the failure of Lord John to form a Government,
seemed hurt at Lord John's not having shown more confidence
m the integrity of his (Sir Robert Peel's) motives He would
have supported Lord John in any measure which he should
have thought fit to introduce, and many would have followed
his example. He blamed the want of deference shown to the
Queen, by not answering her call with more readiness ; he said
it was quite new and unconstitutional for a man to take a week
before he undertook to form a Government, and to pass that
time in discussion with other people, to whom the Sovereign
had not yet committed the task, and he had been certain 1t
would end so, when so many people were consulted He in
1834 had been called from Italy, had travelled with all haste
and had gone straight to the King, had told him that he had
seen nobody, consulted nobody, but immediately kissed the
King’s hand ss his Minsster.

He was now prepared to stand by the Queen, all other con-
siderations he had thrown aside, he would undertake to deal

expected them to meet him at nine o’clock that evening, and
that he would tell them what he meant to do, Those who
would not go with him, he would dismiss at once. He did not
wish to avail himself of any undue advantage, end therefore
would not advise an Order in Council, but go at once to Parha-
ment, laying his measure before it : * Reject it, if you please ;
there it 131

He called the crisis an alarming one, which d
alone could overcome.

We showed him Lord John Russell’s statement, with which
he declared himself very much satisfied. He advised the
Queen to write a letter to Lord John, announcing to him S
Robert's consent to go on with the Government, and wrote a
draft of it, which follows here.
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He had heard strange instances of disagreement amongst
the men whom Lord John had assembled in town.

Bir Robert seemed throughout much moved, and said with
much warmth : ‘ There is no sacrifice that I will not make for
your Majesty, except that of my honour.”

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 20th December 1845,

Sir Robert Peel has just been here. He expressed great
regret that Lord John Russell had felt it necessary to decline
the formation of a Government.

He said he should have acted towards Lord John Russell
with the most scrupulous good faith, and that he should have
done everything in his power to give Lord John support.

He thinks many would have been induced to follow his
example.

Sir Robert Peel did not hesitate a moment in withdrawing
his offer of resignation. He said he felt it his duty at once to
resume his office, though he is deeply sensible of the difficulties

with which he has to contend.

Sir Robert Peel to Queen Victoria.
WHITEHALL, 21st December 1845,

Sir Robert Peel presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
and proceeds to give your Majesty an account of what has
passed since he left your Majesty at four o’clock yesterday.

The Cabinet met at Sir Robert Peel’s house in Downing
Street at half-past nine.

Sir Robert Peel informed them that he had not summoned
them for the purpose of deliberating on what was to be done,
but for the purpose of announcing to them that he was your
Majesty’s Minister, and whether supported or not, was firmly
resolved to meet Parliament as your Majesty’s Minister, and to
propose such measures as the public exigencies required.

Failure or success must depend upon their decision, but
nothing could shake Sir Robert Peel's determination to mect
Parliament and to advise the Speech from the Throne.

There was a dead silence, at length interrupted by Lord
Stanley’s declaring that he must persevere in resigning, that
he thought the Corn Law ought to be adhered to, and might

have been maintained.
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The Duke of Wellington said he thought the Corn Law was
a sub ideration. He was delighted when he
received Sir Robert Peel’s letter that day, announcing to the
Duke that his mind was made up to place his services at your
Majesty’s disposal.

The Duke of Buecleuch bshaved admirabl, much

i d—thought new had ari Id not
then decide on resigning.

Sir Robert Peel has ived this ing the enclosed note

from the Duket :

He has written a reply very strongly to the Duke, stating
that the present question is not one of Corn Law, but whether
your Majesty’s former servants or Lord Grey and Mr Cobden
shall constitute your Majesty’s Government  Sir Robert Pecl
defied the wit of man to suggest now another alternative to
your Majesty.

Lord Aberdeen will see the Duke to-day.

All the other members of the Government cordially ap-
proved of Sir Robert Peel’s determination not to abandon your
Majesty’s service.

There was no question about details, but if there 1s any, it
shall not alter Sir Robert Peel's course,

The Duke of Buceleuch to Sir Robert Peel.

MONTAGU HOUSE, 20¢A December 1845,
My DEAR Sir Ronert,—That which has occurred this even-
ing, and that which you have communicated to us, the very
erttical state 1n which the country now is, and above all the
duty which I owe to her Majesty under the present crreum-
stances, has made & most strong impression upon my mind.
At the nisk, theref of imp ion of llation or of any
other motive by others, may I ask of you to give me a few
hours' time for further refl before finally deciding upon
the course which I may feel it to be my duty to pursue?

Believe me, my dear Sir Robert, yours most sincerely,
BuccLEUCH.

Sir Robert Peel to Queen Victoria
WHITEmALL, 224 December 1845,

Sir Robert Peel presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
and has the utmost satisfaction in mforming your Majesty that

1 See next letter.
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Mr Gladstone is willing to accept the Seals of the Colonial
Office should your Majesty be pleased to confide them to him.

Sir Robert Peel thinks this of great importance, and that
immediate detision in filling up so eminent a post will have a
good effect.

Qucen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.

WINDSOR CASTLE, 23rd December 1845.

My DEAREST UNCLE,—Many thanks for your two kind letters
of the 17th and 19th, which gave me much pleasure. I have
little to add to Albert’s letter of yesterday, except my extreme
admiration of our worthy Peel, who shows himself a man of
unbounded loyalty, courage, patriotism, and high-mindedness,
and his conduct towards me has been chivalrous almost, 1
might say. I never have seen him so excited or so deter-
mined, and suck a good cause must succeed. We have indeed
had an escape, for though Lord John’s own notions were very
good and moderate, he let himself be entirely twisted and
twirled about by his violent friends, and all the moderate ones
were crushed. . . . VicToria R.

Sir Robert Peel to the Prince Albert.
WHITEHALL, 23rd December 1845,

Sir,—I think Her Majesty and your Royal Highness will
have been pleased with the progress I have made in execution
of the great trust again committed to me by Her Majesty.

It will be of great importance to conciliate Lord Stanley’s
support out of office, to induce him to discourage hostile
combinations.

I would humbly recommend Her Majesty, when Her Majesty
sees Lord Stanley to-day, to receive him with her usual kind-
ness, to say that I had done full justice in my reports to Her
Majesty to the motives by which he had been actuated, and
to the openness and frankness of his conduct, to regret greatly
the loss of his services, but to hope that he might be still
enabled not to oppose and even to promote the accomplish-
ment of what cannot now be safely resisted. I have the honour
to be, ete., etc., ete., RoBERT PEEL.

1 Mr Gladstone, by accepting office, vacated the seat at Newark which he had held
through the influence of the Protectionist Duke of Newcastle. He did not seek re-election.
and though a Secretary of State, remained without a seat in Parliament.
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Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 25th December 1845,

We had a Council yesterday, at which Parliament was pro-
rogued to the 22nd of January, then to meet for the despatch
of business. Lord Stanley had an audience of the Queen
before, and delivered up the Seals of his office. He was much
agitated, and had told Sir Robert that he dreaded ths inter-
view very much The Queen thenked him for his services,
and begged he would do his best out of office to smooth down
the difficulties her Government would have to contend with,
At the Council Lord Dalhousie took hus seat, and Mr Gladstone
recetved the Colomal Seals. The Queen saw the Duke of
Buccleuch and thanked him for the devotion he had shown her
durmg these trymg circumstances ; the same to the Duke of
Wellington, who 15 in excellent sprits  On my saymg, “ You
have such an influence over the House of Lords, that you will
be abls to keep them straight,” he answered : *“I'll do any-
thing ; T am now begmning to write to them and to convinee
them singly of what ther duty is.”

We saw afterwards Sir Robert Peel, who stayed more than
three hours He is 1 the highest spirits at having got Mr
Gladstone and kept the Duke of Buccleuch ; he proposed that
the Duke should be made President, and Lord Headdington
Privy Seal in his stead  (Lord Haddington had behaved very
well, had given up his place to Sir Robert, and told him he
should do with hum just as he liked—leave him out of the
Cabmec_, shift him to snother place, or leave him at the

)

'
seo Lord Ellenborough wn order to offer him the ‘Admuralty,
recerved the Queen’s sanction likewise to Lord St Germans
(the Postrmester-General) being put mto the Cabmet. I sad:
“ With your Government that has no inconvenience, and even
if you had a hundred members m the Cabinet, as you don’t
tell them but what 15 absolutely necessary, and follow your
gl et S O R et

to his own .t-alent and firmness that Sir Robert wiil owe his

success, which cannot fail. He said he had been determined

not to go to & general election with the fetters the last election
VoL I
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Mr Gladstone is willing to accept the Seals of the Coloni
Office should your Majesty be pleased to confide them to hi:

Sir Robert Peel thinks this of great importance, and t’
immediate decision in filling up so eminent & post will hax
good offect.

Qucen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 23rd December

My pEAREST UNCLE,—Many thanks for your two kind
of the 17th and 19th, which gave me much pleasure.
little to add to Albert’s letter of yesterday, except my
admiration of our worthy Peel, who shows himself ¢
unbounded loyalty, courage, patriotism, and high-m:
and his conduct towards me has been chivalrous
might say. I never have seen him so excited or
mined, and such a good cause must succeed. We It
had an escape, for though Lord John’s own notion.
good and moderate, he let himself be entirely i
twirled about by his violent friends, and all the m:
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Sir Robert Peel to the Prince Alber
WHITEHALL, 23

Sir,—I think Her Majesty and your Roys’
have been pleased with the progress I have mo
of the great trust again committed to me by T .

It will be of great importance to conciliat “le
support out of office, to induce him to ¢
combinations.

I would humbly recommend Her Majesty,
sees Lord Stanley to-day, to receive him wi
ness, to say that I had done full j: . n
Majesty to the motives by which + 1
to the openness and frankness of ! o
the loss of his services, but to '
enabled not to oppose and even
ment of what cannot now be safel .
to be, ete., etc., ete., e

1 Mr Gladstone, by accepting office, wara’

through the influence of the ProtectionistT * -
and though a Secretary of State, remained :
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of the poor, according to the Poor Law, might be undertaken
by the State. A great calamity must be foreseen, when the
ionumerable railroads now in progress shall have been ter-
minated, which will be the case in 8 few years. Ths will
throw an lak populati ddenly out of
employment. There rmght be & law passed which would
provide employment for them, and improve the agriculture
and production of the country, by ensbling the State to ad-
vance money to the great proprietors for the improvements of
their estates, which they could not obtamn otherwse without
charging their estates beyond what they already have to bear.
Sir Robert means to go with Mr Gladstone into all these
detals. AvrpEwr.

Viscount Palmerston to Viscount Melbourne!
Bowoeop, 26th December 1845

My pear MEersourwe,—I return you with many thanks
(o Amanede Yabhon bl coim e AT 2 Py

»

A .
Prince Albert, which suggested George Anson’s communica-
tion. But I can assure you that although John Russell, in his
Audience of the Queen, may inadvertently have overstated
the terms in which he had mentjoned to me what Her Dajesty
had said to him about my return to the Foreign Office, yet in
his conversations with me upon that subject he never smd any-

and malking me aware of the impression which seemed to exist
upon the Queen’s mind as to the way in which other persons
S e T e T o~

{gr an instant that I do not'a_tt'ach the greatest importance to

Le attended with the most inconvenience. As to Peace, I
succeeded, as the organ of Lord Grey’s Government and of

1 Submitted to the Queen by Lord Melbourne.
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yours, in preserving it unbroken during ten years! of great
and extraordinary difficulty ; and, if now and then it un-
avoidably happened during that period of time, that in pur-
suing the course of policy which seemed the best for British
interests, we thwarted the views of this or that Foreign Power,
and rendered them for the moment less friendly, I think I
could prove that in every case the object which we were pur-
suing was of sufficient importance to make it worth our while
to submit to such temporary inconvenience. There never was
indeed, during those ten years, any real danger of war except
on three occasions ; and on each of those occasions the course
pursued by the British Government prevented war. The first
occasion was just after the accession of the King of the French,
when Austria, Russia, and Prussia were disposed and pre-
paring to attack France, and when the attitude assumed by the
British Government prevented a rupture. The second was
when England and France united by a Convention to wrest the
Citadel of Antwerp from the Dutch, and to deliver it over to
the King of the Belgians.? If England had not then joined
with France, Antwerp would have remained with the Dutch,
or the attempt to take it would have led to & war in Europe.
The third occasion was when Mehemet Ali’s army occupied
Syria, and when he was constantly threatening to declare him-
self independent and to march on Constantinople ; while
Russia, on the one hand, asserted that if he did so she would
occupy Constantinople, and on the other hand, France an-
nounced that if Russia did so, she, France, would force the
Dardanelles. The Treaty of July 1840, proposed and brought
about by the British Government, and the operations in execu-
tion of that Treaty, put an end to that danger; and, not-
withstanding what has often been said to the contrary, the real
danger of war arising out of the affairs of Syria was put an end
to, and not created by the Treaty of 1840.

I am well aware, however, that some persons both at home
and abroad have imbibed the notion that I am more indifferent
than I ought to be as to running the risk of war. That im-
pression abroad is founded upon an entire mistake, but is by
some sincerely felt, and being sincere, would soon yield to the
evidence of contradictory facts. At home that impression has
been industriously propagated to a limited extent, partly by
the legitimate attacks of political opponents, and partly by a
little cabal within our own ranks. These parties wanted to
attack me, and were obliged to accuse me of something. They

1 1830-1834, and 1835-1841.

. 2 The English and French came in 1832 to the assistance of the Belgians, who-some
time before had entered Antwerp, but failed to take the Citadel.
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could not charge me with failure, because we had succeeded in
all our undertakings, whether in Portugal, Spam, Belgmum,
Syria, Chma, or elsewhers ; they could “not charge, me with
having involved the country in war, because, in fact, we had
maintamed peace ; and the only thing that was left for them
to say was that my policy had a tendency to produce war, and
I suppose they would argue that 1t was quite wrong and against
all rule that 1t did not do so.

But notwithstandmng what may have been said on this
matter, the trensaction which has by some been the most
critiersed in this respect, namely, the Treaty of 1840, and the
operations connected with 1t, were entirely approved by the
leaders of the then Opposttion, who, so far from feeling any
disposition to favour me, had always made a deterruned run
at the Foreign Policy of the Whig Government The Duke of
Wellington, at the opening of the Session of 1841, saxd m the
House of Lords that he entirely approved our policy m that
transaction, and could not find that any fault had been com-
mitted by us in working it out ; and I happen to know that S
Robert Peel exp d to the rep ative of one of the Ger-
man Powers, parties to the Alliance, his entire approval of our
course, while Lord Aberdeen said to one of them, that the course
I had taken in that affarr made him forgrve me meny things of
former years, which he had thought he never should have
forgiven

I am quite ashamed of the length to which this letter has
grown, and shall only add, with reference to our relations with
France, that T had some very fnendly mterv:ews with Thxers,
whowasr =~
not enter
newspaper
he promx:ed to introduce me to all his frionds whenever I

e Guizot would do me
My dear Melbourne,
PALMERSTON.

Queen Victoria to the King of the French.
CH. DE W, l 30 Décembre 1845,
Sme ET JON TRES CHER Fs,r:m:,—Votre Majesté me par-

donnera si jo viens 1 vor
tout mon cceur de votre lettre si bonne et si ammble du IG,
mais vous savez bien j’états d d

3 semaines. La Crise est passée et §° ai tout lieu de croire que
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le Gouvernement de Sir R. Peel va s’affermir de plus en plus,
ce que je ne puis que désirer pour le bien-6tre du pays. Je
dois cependant dire & votre Majesté que si le Ministére eiit
changé, j’ai la certitude que le nouveau se serait empressé de
maintenir, comme nous le désirons si vivement, cette entente
cordiale si heureusement établie entre nos deux Gouverne-
ments.

Permettez-moi, Sire, de vous offrir au nom d’Albert et au
mien nos félicitations les plus sincéres & I’occasion de la nouvelle
Année, dans lequel vous nous donnez le doux espoir de vous
revoir. Nous avons lu avec beaucoup d’intérét le Speech de
V.M., dans lequel vous parlez si aimablement du * friendly
call” & Eu et des coopérations des 2 pays dans différentes
parties du monde, et particuliérement pour I’Abolition de la
Traite des noirs.

Ayez la grice, Sire, de déposer nos hommages et nos féli-
citations aux pieds de la Reine et de votre Sceur. Agréez
encore une fois, les expressions d’amitié et d’attachement
sincére avec lesquelles je suis, Sire et mon bien cher Frére, de

votre Majesté, la bien bonne Sceur et fidéle Amie,
Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.,
WINDSOR CASTLE, 30th December 1845,

My DEAmresT UNCLE,—Many thanks for your kind letter
of the 27th, by which I see how glad you are at our good Peel
being again—and I sincerely and confidently hope for many
years—my Minister. I have heard many instances of the
confidence the country and all parties have in Pecl; for
instance, he was immensely cheered at Birmingham-—a most
Radical place; and Joseph Hume expressed great distress
when Peel resigned, and the greatest contempt for Lord John
Russell. The Members of the Government have behaved ex-
tremely well and with much disinterestedness. The Govern-
ment has secured the services of Mr Gladstone and Lord
Ellenborough,t who will be of great use. Lord E. is become
very quiet, and is a very good speaker.

We had a very happy Christmas. This weather is ox-

tremely unwholesome. Now, ever your devoted Nicce,
Vicroria R.

1 Lord Ellenborough was one of the few Conservative statesmen of the day who, nfter
remaining faithful to Sir Robert Peel till the middle of 1846, subsequently threw in his
fortunes with Lord Derby and Mr Disraeli. e was President of the Board of Control

with those Ministers in 1858 for the fourth time.
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ted by startlng
form a Govern-
i Mr Gladstone
7 the Mimisterzal
meagure for the Repeal of the Corn Laws. Embarrassed as he now
was by the attacks of his old supporters, led by Bentinck and Disraels,
Pesl was sup;;‘crted whole-heertedly but in a strietly constitutronal
manner by the Queen and the Prince. Amd bitter taunts, the
Premier piloted the measure through Parhament, but on the mght
that 1t finally passed the Lords he was defeated on an Irish Coercron
Bill by a factions combnation 1n the Commons between the Whigs
and Protectionsts, and resigned. Lord John Russell on this occa-
sion was able to form an admimstration, though he faled m s
attempt to include m it some important members of the outgomg

ry party which had come

mety to support the Corn

1t became clear that no

. R en his supporters in the

struggle of 1846 and men hke Bentinck and Disraeli, who now

became leaders of the Protectionist party. For the remainder of the

year Peel was on the whole friendly to the Russell Government, his

cluef care being to maintain them in office ag agamnst the Protec-
tionists

S PR "~ ‘

Viscount) and the Sirdars from Lahore, peace being signed on
$th March,

On the continent, of Europe the most, important, events took place

way supported the candidature of Prince’ Leopold of Saxe-Coburg.
- n
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le Gouvernement de Sir R. Peel va s’affermir de plus en plus,
ce que je ne puis que désirer pour le bien-8tre du pays. Je
dois cependant dire & votre Majesté que si le Ministére eiit
changé, j’ai la certitude que le nouveau se serait empressé de
maintenir, comme nous le désirons si vivement, cette entente
cordiale si heureusement établie entre nos deux Gouverne-
ments.

Permettez-moi, Sire, de vous offrir au nom d’Albert et au
mien nos félicitations les plus sincéres & 1’occasion de la nouvelle
Année, dans lequel vous nous donnez le doux espoir de vous
revoir. Nous avons lu avec beaucoup d’intérét le Speech de
V.M., dans lequel vous parlez si aimablement du * friendly
call” & Eu et des coopérations des 2 pays dans différentes
parties du monde, et particuliérement pour I'Abolition de la
Traite des noirs.

Ayez la grace, Sire, de déposer nos hommages et nos féli-
citations aux pieds de la Reine et de votre Sceur. Agréez
encore une fois, les expressions d’amitié et d’attachement
sincére avec lesquelles je suis, Sire et mon bien cher Frére, de

votre Majesté, la bien bonne Sceur et fidéle Amie,
Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
WINDSOR OASTLE, 30th December 1845,

My DEAREST UNCLE,—Many thanks for your kind letter
of the 27th, by which I see how glad you are at our good Peel
being again—and I sincerely and confidently hope for many
years—my Minister. I hpve heard many instances of the
confidence the country and all parties have in Peel; for
instance, he was immensely cheered at Birmingham—a most
Radical place; and Joseph Humc expressed great distress
when Peel resigned, and the greatest contempt for Lord John
Russell. The Members of the Government have behaved ¢x-
tremely well and with much disinterestedness. The Govern:
ment has secured the services of Mr Gladstone and Lord
Ellenborough,! who will be of great use. Lord E. is becom®
very quiet, and is a very good speaker. .

We had a very happy Christmas. This weather 15 ex-

tremely unwholesome. Now, ever your devoted Nicee,
VICTORIA

1 Lord Ellenborough was one of the few Conservative statesmen of the day who, "“‘.’{
remaining faithful to Sir Robert Peel till the middle of 1846, subscquently threw ntn'i
fortunes with Lord Derby and Mr Disracli, He was President of the Board of Con
with those Ministers in 1858 for the fourth time,
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It was common ground that no son of Louis Philippe should marry
the Queen, but both that monarch and Guizot had further solemnly
engaged at the Chéiteau d’Eu that no son should marry even the
Infanta until the Queen was married and had children. The return
of Palmerston to the Foreign Office, and his mention of Prince Leopold
in a Foreign Office despatch as one of the candidates, gave the King
and his Minister the pretext they required for repudiating their
solemn undertaking. In defilance of good faith the engagements
were simultaneously-announced of the Queen to her cousin, Don
Francisco de Asis, and of the Infanta to the Duc de Montpensier,
Don Francisco being a men of unattractive, even disagreeable
qualities, and feeble in physigue. By this unscrupulous proceeding
Queen Victoria and the English nation were profoundly shocked.

At the same time Queen Maria found some difficulty in main-
taining her position in Portugal. She dismissed in a somewhat high-
handed manner her Minister the Duc de Palmells, and had to bear
the brunt of an insurrection for several months: at the close of the
year her arms were victorious at the lines of Torres Vedras, but the
Civil War was not entirely brought to an end.

In February a Polish insurrection broke out in Silesia, and the
Austrian troops were driven from Cracow ; the rising was suppressed
by Austria, Russia, and Prussia, who had been constituted the
“Protecting Powers >’ of Cracow by the Treaty of Vienna. This
unsuccessful attempt was seized upon as a pretext for destroying the
separate nationality of Cracow, which was forthwith annexed to
Austria. This unjustifiable act only became possible in consequence
of the entente between England and France (equally parties to the
Treaty of Vienna) having been terminated by the affair of the
Spanish marriages; their formal but separate protests were dis-
regarded.

There remains to be mentioned the dispute between Great Britain
and the United States as to the Oregon boundary, which had as-
sumed so ominous a phase in 1845. Lord Aberdeen’s last official act
was to announce in the Lords that a Convention, proposed by him-
self for adjusting the question, had been accepted by the American
President.
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1846

Queen Victoria to Sir Robert Pecl.
BUCKINGRAM TALACE, 23rd January 1846

TrE Queen mnst compliment Sir Robert Peel on his beautiiul
and indeed unanswerable speech of last night, which we have
been reading with the grestest The tudi
part we also greatly admure S R. Peel has made a very
strong case. Surely the impression which 1t has made must
have been & good one.  Lord John's explanation 1s & fair one ; 3
the Queen has not a doubt that he will support Sir Robert Peel.
He has indeed pledged himself to it. He does not give a
very satisfactory explanation of the causes of his failure, but
perhaps he could not do so without exposing Lord Palmerston.
What does Sir Robert think of the temper of the House of
Commons, and of the debate mn the House of Lords ? The
debates not being adjourned is a good thing. The crowd was
i f-doors y day, and we were never better

received.

Sir Henry Hardinge to Queen Victoria?

Cayr, LULLIANES, 24 miles from TABOE®,
18th Fbruary 1846,
The territory which it 1s proposed should be ceded in per-
petuity to your Majesty is & fine district between the Rivers

P L
VoL, I 73 3%
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Sutloj and Beas, throwing our frontier forward, within 30
miles of Amritsar, so as to have 50 miles of British territory
in front of Loodiana, which, relatively with Ferozepore, is so
weak, that it appeared desirable to the Governor-General to
improve our frontier on its weakest side, to curb the Sikhs by an
easy approach towards Amritsar across the Beas River instead
of the Sutlej—to round off our hill possessions near Simla—
to weaken the Sikkh State which has proved itself to be too
strong—and to show to all Asia that although the British
Government has not deemed it expedient to annex this
immense country of the Punjab, making the Indus the British
boundary, it has punished the treachery and violence of the
Sikh nation, and exhibited its powers in a manner which
cannot be misunderstood. For the same political and military
reason, the Governor-General hopes to be able before the
negotiations are closed to make arrangements by which Cash-
mere may be added to the possessions of Gholab Singh, de-
claring the Rajpoot Hill States with Cashmere independent
of the Sikhs of the Plains. The Sikhs declare their inability
to pay the indemnity of one million and a half, and wil
probably offer Cashmere as an equivalent. In this case, if
Gholab Singh pays the money demanded for the expenses
of the war, the district of Cashmere will be ceded by the
British to him, and the Rajah become one of the Princes of
Hindostan. .

There are difficulties in the way of this arrangement, bub
considering the military power which the Sikh nation has
exhibited of bringing into the field 80,000 men and 300 pieces
of field artillery, it appears to the Governor-General most
politic to diminish the means of this warlike people to repeat
a similar aggression. The nation is in fact a dangerous military
Republic on our weakest frontier. If the British Army had
been defeated, the Sikhs, through the Protected States, which
would have risen in their favour in case of a reverse, would
have captured Delhi, and a people having 50,000 regular troops
and 300 pieces of field artillery in a standing permanent camp
within 50 miles of Ferozepore, is a state of things that cannot
be tolerated for the future, . . .

The energy and intrepidity displayed by your Majesty’s
Commander-in-Chief, Sir Hugh Gough, his readiness to carry
on the service in cordial co-operation with the Governor-
General, and the marked bravery and invincibility of your
Majesty’s English troops, have overcome many serious
obstacles, and the precautions taken have been such that no
disaster or failure, however trifling, has attended the arduous

efforts of your Majesty’s Arms.
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Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
OSBORNT, 3r2 March 1810.

My DEAREST UNCLE,—I hasten to thank you for a most dear
and kind letter of the 28th, which I received this morning.
You know how I love and esteem my dearest Lowse ; she is
the dearest friend, after my beloved Albert, I have.

1 wish you could be here, and hope you will come here for
afew days during your stay, to see the mnnumerable alterations
and mprovements which have taken place. My dearest
Albert 13 so happy here, out all dsy plenting, directing, etc.,
and it is 6o good for him. It isa relef to be away from all
the bitterness which people create for themselves i London.
Peel has a very anxious and a very peculiar position, and 1t
is the force of circumstances and the great energy he alone
possesses which will carry him through the Session. He cer-
tainly acts a most disinterested part, for did he not feel (as
etery one who 1s fully acquainted with the real state of the
A v ace g e e LR

this before the next general election, but the alarming state of
distress in Ireland forced him to do it now. I must, however,
leave him to explan to you fully himself the peculiar ciroum-
stances of the present very irregular state of affairs. His
majority was not a certain one last year, for on Maynooth,
upwards of a hundred of his followers voted against him,

The state of affairs in India is very serious, I am glad you
do justice to the bravery of our good peaple.

Queen Victoria to Sir Henry Hardinge,
OSBOBNE, 4t March 1846.

The Queen is anxious to scize the first opportunity of ex-
pressing to Sir Henry Hardinge, her admiration of his conduct
on the last most trying occasion, and of the courage and
gellantry of the officers and men who had so severo a contest
to endure! Their conduct has been in every way worthy of
Ehe British pame, and both the Prince and Queen are deeply
impressed with it The severe loss we have sustaiped in s0
many brave officers and men is very painful, and must alloy

1 At Moodkee oo 18th December, and Ferozeshah on 21st and 2¢nd December,
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the satisfaction every one feels at the brilliant successes of our
Arms. Most deeply do we lament the death of Sir Robert
Sale, Sir John M‘Caskill! and Major Broadfoot,® and most
deeply do we sympathise with that high-minded woman, Lady
Sale, who has had the misfortune to lose her husband less than
three years after she was released from captivity and restored
to him.

We are truly rejoiced to hear that Sir H. Hardinge’s health
has not suffered, and that he and his brave son have been so
mercifully preserved. The Queen will look forward with great
anxiety to the next news from India.

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
BUCKINGHAX PALACE, 1st April 1846.

I saw this day Sir R. Peel, and showed him a memorandum,
which I had drawn up respecting our conversation of the 30th.

It filled six sheets, and contained, as minutely as I could
render it, the whole of the arguments we had gone through.
Sir Robert read it through and over again, and, after a long
pause, said : ‘I was not aware when I spoke to your Royal
Highness that my words would be taken down, and don’t
acknowledge that this is & fair representation of my opinion.”
He was visibly uneasy, and added, if he knew that what he
said should be committed to paper, he would speak differently,
and give his opinion with all the circumspection and reserve
which a Minister ought to employ when he gave responsible
advice ; but he had in this instance spoken quite unreservedly,
like an advocate defending a point in debate, and then he had
taken another and tried to carry this as far as it would go, in
order to give me an opportunity of judging of the different
bearings of the question. He did so often in the Cabinet, when
they discussed important questions, and was often asked :
‘“ Well, then, you are quite against this measure ? ”’ * Not at all,
but I want that the counter argument should be gone into to the
fullest extent, in order that the Cabinet should not take a one-
sided view.”

He viewed the existence of such a paper with much un-
easiness, as it might appear as if he had left this before going
out of office in order to prepossess the Queen against the
measures, which her future Minister might propose to her, and
so lay secretly the foundation of his fall. The existence of

1 Who had commanded a brigade under Pollock in the second Afghan campaign.
2 Major George Broadfoot, C.B., Political Agent on the north-western frontier.
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the serious obj that hed to the

I said that I felt 1t to be of the greatest importance to possess
his views on the question, but that I thought I would not have
been justified in keeping a record of our conversation without
showing 1t to him, and asking him whether I had rightly under-
stood lim ; but if he felt a moment’s uneasiness about this
memorandum, I would at once destroy 1t, as I was anxious that
nothing should prevent his speaking without the slightest
reserve to me in future as he had done heretofore. I felt that
these open discussions were of the greatest use to me m my
endeavour to investigate the different political questions of
the day and to form a conclusive opinion upon them. As Sir
TRobert did not say a word to dissuade me, I took it as an
affirmative, and threw the memorandum into the fire, which,
I could see, relieved Sir Robert. ALBERT.

Mr Gladstone to Queen Victoria.
13 CaRLTON HOT2E TERRACE, Lit April 1546

BMr Willlam Gladstone presents his humble duty to your
Majesty, and prays that he may be honoured with your
Majesty’s permussion to direct that the Park and Tower Guns
may be fired forthwith in celebration of the victory which was
achieved by your Majesty’s forces over the Sikh army in
Sobraon on the 10th of February.!

Queen Victoria to Sir Henry Hardinge.
‘BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 6th April 1846,

The Queen must write & line to Sir Henry Hardinge in order
to express her isfaction at the brilli: and happy
termination of our severe contest with the Sikhs, which he
communicated to her in his long and interesting letter of the
18th end 19th February. The Queen much admires the skill
ond valour with which their difficult operations have been
conducted, and knows how much she owes to Sic Henry

3 o September 1832 Mr Gladstone quoted this ss a precedent for ring the Park Gans

after the victory of Tel-el-Eebir s £, Childer,
e By el R lﬂ.&e Life of Right Hon. Hugh C. E, Chuders, by Colonel
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Hardinge’s exertions. The Queen hopes that he will see
an acknowledgment of this in the communication she has
ordered to be made to him relative to his elevation to the
Peerago.

The Prince, who fully knows all the Queen’s feelings on this
glorious occasion, wishes to be named to Sir Henry Hardinge.

The King of the French to Queen Victoria.
PARIS, 5 Mai 1846.

MADAME MA TRES CHERE S®EUR,~—Quand le 1 de Mai, au
moment ou j'allais commencer les nombreuses et longues
réceptions de mon jour de féte, on m'a remis la lettre si gra-
cieuse que votre Majesté a eu "aimable attention de m’écrire de
maniére & ce quo je la regoive ce jour l&, j’en ai été pénétré, eb
j’ai pensé tout de suite aux paroles du Menuet d’Iphigénie
comme exprimant le remerciment qu'a mon grand regret, je
ne pouvais que sentir, et non exprimer par écrit dans un pareil
moment. J’ai done fait chercher tout de suite la partition de
ce menuet, et celles du Cheeur du méme Opéra de Gliick
‘“ Chantons, célébrons notre Reine /' mais on n’a pu, ou pas su
se les procurer, et j’ai dit me contenter de les avoir arrangés
pour le piano dans un livre (pas méme relié) qui a au moins
pour excuse de contenir toute la musique de cet Opéra. Je
I’ai mis dans une grande enveloppe adressée & votre Majesto
et j’ai fait prier Lord Cowley de I'expédier par le premier
Courier qui pourrait s'en charger, comme Dépéche, afin
d’éviter ces postages dont Lord Liverpool m’a révélé I’étonnant
usage.

(fue vous dirai-je, Madame, sur tous les sentiments dont m'a
pénétré cette nouvelle marque d’amitié de votre part ? Vous
connaissez celle que je vous porte, et combien elle est vive et
sincére. J’espére bien que 'année ne s’écoulera pas sans que
j’aie été présenter mes hommages & votre Majesté. .

Tout ce que j’entends, tout ce que je recueille, me donne de
plus en plus Pespérance que la crise Parlementaire dans laquelle
le Ministére de votre Majesté se trouve engagé, se terminers,
comme Elle sait que je le désire vivement, c’est-a-dire que Sir
Robert Peel, Lord Aberdeen, ete., will hold fast, et qu’ils seront
encore ses Ministres quand j'aurai le bonheur de Lui faire m#
Cour. Je vois avec plaisir que ce veeu est & peu prés général en
France, et qu’il se manifeste de plus en plus. . . .

Que votre Majesté me permette d’offrir ici au Prince Albert
Yexpression de ma plus tendre amitié, et qu’elle veuille bien
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me croire pour la vie, Madame ma trés chére Sceur, de votre
Majesté, le bon Frére et bien fidéle Ami, Louvis PmiLrere, R.

J'ai volé ces feuilles de papier & ma bonne Reine pour
échapper aux reproches trop bien fondés que Lord Aberdeen a
faits & la dernidre fourniture dont je me suis servi.

Sir Robert Peel to Queen Victoria.

HOUSE OF CoMMONS, 12¢h June 1846
(Frdey Fight)

Sir Robert Peel, wath his humble duty to your Majesty, begs
leave to acquamnt your Majesty that no progress has been made
to-night with the Irish Billt

On reading the order of the day Sir Robert Peel took that
opportunity of defending himself from the accusations?
brought forward by Lord George Bentinck and Mr Disraeli
aganst Sir Robert Peel for transactions that took place twenty
years since. The debate on this prelimmary question lasted
until nearly half-past eleven.

Like every unjust and malignant attack, this, according to
Sir Robert Peel's impressions, recoiled upon 1ts authors.

He thinks the House was completely satisfied. Lord John
Russell and Lord Morpeth behaved very well.

The vindictive motive of the attack was apparent to all
but a few Protectionists.

Sir Robert Peel to Queen Victoria.
WrTERALL, 220d June 1846.

Sir Robert Peel presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
and assures your Majesty that he is penetrated with a deep
sense of your Mejesty’s great kindness and your Majesty’s
generous sympathy with himself and Lady Peel.

Sir Robert Peel firmly believes that the recent attack mado
upon him was the result of a foul conspiracy concocted by
Mr Disrael and Lord George Bentinck, in the hope and behef
that from the lapse of time or want of leisure in Sir Robert
Peel to collect matenals for his defence, or the destruction of
documents and papers, the means of completo refutation
might be wanting. . . .
oS mce of & wntiane tnarese of erme fo Tsdland, & Corrton L 30t tarmy
D s e o By el iy o et V3 v Btk st
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He hopez, however, he had sufficient proof to demonstrate
the falseness of the accusation, and tho malignant motives of
the nccusers,

He is deeply grateful to your Majesty and to the Prince for
the kind interest you have manifested during tho progress of
this arduous struggle, which now he trusts is approaching to a
successful termination,

Sir Robert Pccl to Qucen Victoria.

DOWNING STRLET, 26/h June 1816,
(T'wo o'dock.)

Sir Robert Peel, with his humble duty to your Majesty, begs
leave to acquaint your Majesty that the members of the
Government met in Cabinet to-day at one.

Sir Robert Peel is just returned from this meeting.

e stated to the Cabinet that after the event of yesterday
(the rejection of the Irish Bill by so large a majority as 73) he
felt it to be his duty as head of the Government humbly to
tender his resignation of office to your Majesty. He added
that, feeling no assurance that tho result of a Dissolution would
be to give a majority agreeing with the Government in general
principles of policy, and sufficient in amount to enable the
Government to conduct the business of the country with
credit to themsclves and satisfaction to your Majesty and the
public at large, he could not advise your Majesty to dissolve
the Parliament.

Sir Robert Peel said that, in his opinion, the Government
generally ought to resign, but his mind was made up as to
his own course.

There was not a dissenting voice that it was the duty of the
Government to tender their resignation to your Majesty, and
for the reasons stated by Sir Robert Peel, not to advise dis-
solution, If Sir Robert Peel does not receive your Majesty’s
commands to wait upon your Majesty in the course of to-day,
Sir Robert Peel will be at Osborne about half-past three

to-morrow.

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
OSBORNE HOUSE, 2845 June 1846.

Sir Robert Peel arrived yesterday evening and tendered his
resignation. He is evidently much relieved in quitting a post,



1846] PEEL'S RESIGNATION 81

the labours and anxieties of which seem almost too much for
anybody to bear, and which in these last six months were
particularly onerous, In fact, he said that he would not have
been able to stand it much longer. Nothumg, however, would
have induced him to give way before he had passed the Corn
Bill and the Tanfft The majority upon the Insh Bill was
much larger than any one had expected ; Sir Robert was glad
of this, however, as it convinced his colleagues of the necessity
of resigning.  He told them at the Cabinet that, as for himself
personally, he had made up his mind to resign, and on being
asked what he advised his Cabmet to do, he recommended
them to do the same, which received general concurrence.
The last weeks had not been without some wmtrigue. There
was a party headed by Lord Ellenborough and Lord Brougham,
who wished Sir Robert and Sir James Graham to retire, and for
the rest of the Cabinet to reunite with the Protection section of
the Conservatives. and to carry on the Government. Lord

Alent gh and Lord Broug] bad . D ber last
settled to head the Protectionists, but this combination had
been broken up by Lord Ellenborough’s acceptance of the
post of First Lord of the Admuralty ; Lord Brougham then
declared for free trade, perhaps in order to follow Lord Ellen-
borough into office. The Duke of Wellington had been for
dissolution till he saw the complete disorganisation of his
party m the House of Lords. The Whigs, having been beat
twice the evening before by large majorities on the Roman
Catholic Bill, had made every exertion on the Coercion Bill,
and the majority was still increased by Sir Robert’s advising
the Free Traders and Radicals, who had intended to stay away
in order not to end Sir Robert’s Gov not to do so
83 they would not be able to save hum, Seventy Protec-
tionists voted with the majority.

Before leaving Town Sir R. Peel addressed & letter to Lord
John Russell, informing him that he was going to the Isle of

R P

and Parlismentery business which he could desire.  Sir Robert
tho_ug}.m thereby, without in the least committing the Queen,
to indicate to Lord John that he had nothing to fear on his
part, and that, on the contrary, he could reckon upon his
assistance in starting the Queen’s new Government. He hoped

1 By a remarkabls coincldenca the Corn Bull passed throngh the Lords on the same night
that the inistry were deteated in the Commons, e ety
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likewise that this would tend to dispel a clamour for dissolution
which the Whigs have raised, alarmed by their defeats upon
the Catholic Bill. ALBERT.

Sir Robert Peel to Queen Victoria.
HOUSE OF COMMONS, 20tk June 1846.

Sir Robert Peel, with his humble duty to your Majesty, begs
leave to acquaint your Majesty that he has just concluded his
speech notifying to the House the resignation of the Govern-
ment.

He thinks it was very well received.! Lord Palmerston
spoke after Sir Robert Peel, but not very effectively, but no
other person spoke. Sir Robert Peel is to see Lord John
Russell at ten to-morrow morning.

Sir Robert Peel humbly congratulates your Majesty on the
intelligence received this day from America. The defeat of the
Government on the day on which they carried the Corn Bill,
and the receipt of the intelligence from America 2 on the day

on which they resign, are singular coincidences.

The Bishop of Oxford?® to Mr Anson.

61 EATOX PLACE, 29th June 1846.
(Midnight.)

My DEAR ANsoN,—Your kind letter reached me half an
hour ago whilst Sir T. Acland was sitting with me ; and I must
say a few words in reply by the early post. I went down to
hear Peel in the House of Commons, and very fine it was. The
House crowded, Peers and Ambassadors filling every seat and
overflowing into the House. Soon after six all private business
was over ; Peel not come in, all waiting, no one rose for any-
thing ; for ten minutes this lasted : then Peel came in, walked
up the House: colder, dryer, more introverted than ever,
yet to a close gaze showing the fullest working of a smothered
volcano of emotions. He was out of breath with walking and

1 He expressed his hope to be remembered with goodwill * in the abodes of those whose
lot it is to labour, and to earn their daily bread by the sweat of their brows, when they shall
recruit their exhausted strength with abundant and untaxed food, the sweeter becaus¢
no longer leavened with a sense of injustice.”

2 The Convention for adjusting the dispute as to the Oregon boundary haa been
accepted by the United States Government. .

3 Dr S. Wilberforce.
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Tess silence, and made the speech you will have read long ere
this, It was very fine : very effective : really almost solemn ;
to fall et such a moment. He spoke as if it was his last
political seens: as if he felt that between abienated friends end
uniwon foes he could have no party agemn ; and could only es a
shrewd bystander observe and advise others. There was but
one point in the Speech which I thought doubtful : the apos-
trophe to « Richard Cobden.” * I think it was wrong, though
there is very much to be said for it. The opening of the
American peace was noble ; but for the future, what have we
to look to ? Already theve are whispers of Palmerston and
War; the Whig budget and deficiency. The first great ques-
tion all men ask is: does Lord John come 1, leaning on
Radical or Conservative eid ¢ Ts Hawes to be mn the Cabmet
the first Dissenter 7 the first tradesman ? the Insh Church ?
1 wish you were near enough to talk te, though even then you
would know too much that must not be known for a comfort-
able talk. But I shall hope soon to see you ; and am always,
my dear Aunson, very sincerely and affectionately yours,

S. Oxox.

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
OsBORNE HoUSE, 30/A June 1846,

Lord John Russell arrived here this afternoon ; he has seen
Sir Robert Peel this morning, and is prepared to undertake the
formsation of a Government which he thinks will stand; at
least, for the present sesmion he anticipates no difficulty, as
8ir R. Peel has professed himself ready not to obstract its
progress, and as the Frotectionists have held a meeting on
Saturday at which Lord Stanley has declared that he would
let this Government go on smoothly unless the word * Irish
Church ** was pronounced. About men and offices, Lord John
has lted with Lord Lansd , Pal Cl d
and Cottenham, who were of opinion that the Liberal members
of Sir Robert’s Cabinet ought to be wnduced to retain office
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under Lord John, viz. Lord Dalhousie, Lord Lincoln, and 3r
Sidney Herbert. Sir Robert Peel at the interview of this
morning had stated to Lord John that he would not consider
it as an attempt to draw his supporters away from him (it not
being his intention to form a party), and that he would not
dissuade them from accepting the offer, but that he feared
that they would not accept. We concurred in this opinion,
but Lord John was authorised by Victoria to make the offer.
Mr F. Baring, the Chancellor of the Exchequer under the late
Whig Government, has intimated to Lord John that he would
prefer if no offer of office was made to him ; Lord John would
therefore recommend Mr Charles Wood for‘this office. Lord
Grey was still a difficulty ; in or out of office he seemed to be
made a diffieulty. It would be desirable to have him in the
Cabinet if he could waive his opinions upon the Irish Church.
His speech in the House of Lords?! at the beginning of the
session had done much harm, had been very extreme, and Lord
John was decidedly against him in that. TLord Grey knew
that everybody blamed it, but said everybody would be of
those (his) opinions ten years hence, and therefore he might
just as well hold them now. Mr Wood having great in-
fluence with him might keep him. quiet, and so would the
Colonial seals, as he would get work enough. About Lord
Palmerston, he is satisfied, and would no more make any
difficulty.

Lord John Russell told me in the evening that he had for-
gotten to mention one subject to the Queen : it was that Sir
Robert Peel by his speech and his special mention of Mr
Cobden as the person who had carried the great measure, had
made it very difficult for Lord John not to offer office to Mr
Cobden. The Whigs were already accused of being exclusive,
and reaping the harvest of other people’s work. The only
thing he could offer would be a Cabinet office. Now this would
affront a great many people whom he (Lord J.) had to con-
ciliate, and create even possibly dissension in his Cabinet.
As Mr Cobden was going on the Continent for a year, Lord John
was advised by Lord Clarendon to write to Mr C., and tell him
that he had heard he was going abroad, that he would not
. make any offer to him therefore, but that he considered him as

‘entitled once to be recommended for office to the Queen.
This he would do, with the Queen’s permission. . . .

1 On the 23rd of March, in the course of a long speech on the state of Ireland, Earl Grey
had contrasted the poverty of the Roman Catholic Church in that country with the
affuence of the Establishment, diverted, as he said, by the superior power of England from
its original objects; adding that the Protestant Church was regarded by the great mass

of the Irish people as an active cause of oppression and misery.
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Queen Victoria to Sir Robert Peel.
OSBORSE, 1st July 1816

The Queen returns these letters, with her best thanks.
The settlement of the Oregon question has given us the greatest
satisfactron. It does seem strange that at the moment of
triumph the Government should have to resign. The Queen
read Sir Robert Peel's speech with great admiration. The
~ - NPT G " T ert
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. . we

shall ever look on him &s a kind and true friend, and ever have

the greatest esteem and regard for him as a Minister and as a
private individual.

The Queen will not say anything about what passed at Lord
John Russell’s interview, as the Prince has already wntten to
Sir Robert. She does not think, however, that he mentioned
the wish Lord John expressed that Lord Laverpool should
retain his office, which howover (much as we should personally
hke it) we think he would not do.

What does Sir Robert hear of the Protectionists, and what
do his own followers say to the state of affairs ?

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
BUCKINGEAM PALSCE, &th July 1845,

Yesterday the new Ministry were installed at a Privy Council,
and the Seals of Office transferred to them. We had a long
conversation with Sir Robert Peel, who took leave. I men-
tioned to him thet his word of * Richard Cobden™ had
created an immense sensation, but he was not inchned to enter
upoen the subject. 1When we begged him to do nothing which
could widen the breach between him and his party, he said,
“1T don’t think that we can ever get together again.” He
repeated that he was anxious not to undertake a Government
agamn, that his health would not stand it, that it was better
likewise for the Queen’s service that other, younger men should
be brought forward. Sir Robert, Lord Aberdeen, and Sir
James Graham parted with great emotion, and had tears in
thetr eyes when they thanked the Queen for her confidence and
support. Lord Aberdeen means to have an interview with
Lord Palmerston, and says that when he (Lord A.} came into
office, Lord Palmerston and the Chronicle assailed him most
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bitterly as an imbecile Minister, a traitor to his country, etc.,
etc. He means now to show Lord P. the contrast by declaring
his readiness to assist him in every way he can by his advice,
that he would at all times spealk to him as if he was his colleague
if he wished it.

The new Court is nearly completed, and we have succeeded
in obtaining a very respectable and proper one, notwith-
standing the run which the Party made upon it which had been
formerly used to settle these matters, to their liking only.
The Government is not a united one, however, by any means.
Mr Wood and Lord Clarendon take the greatest credit in having
induced Lord Grey to join the Government,! and are respon-
sible to Lord John to keep him quiet, which they think they will
be able to do, as he had been convinced of the folly of his
former line of conduct. Still, they say Lord Lansdowne will
have the lead only nominally, that Lord Grey is to take it
really in the House of Lords. There is the Grey Party, con-
sisting of Lord Grey, Lord Clarendon, Sir George Grey, and
Mr Wood ; they are against Lord Lansdowne, Lord Minto,
Lord Auckland, and Sir John Hobhouse, stigmatising them as
old women. Lord John leans entirely to the last-named
gentlemen. There is no cordiality between Lord John and
Lord Palmerston, who, if he had to make a choice, would even
forget what passed in December last, and join the Grey Party
in preference to Lord John personally. The curious part of
all this is that they cannot keep a secret, and speak of all their
differences. They got the Z%mes over by giving it exclusive
information, and the leading articles are sent in and praise
the new Cabinet, but the wicked paper added immediately a
furious attack upon Sir John Hobhouse, which alarmed them
so much that they sent to Sir John, sounding him, whether he
would be hereafter prepared to relinquish the Board of Control.
(This, however, is a mere personal matter of Mr Walter, who
stood against Sir John at Nottingham in 1841 and was un-
seated.) Sir John Easthope, the proprietor of the Morning
Chronicle, complains bitterly of the subserviency to the Times
and treason to him. He says he knows that the information
was sent from Lord John’s house, and threatens revenge.
“If you will be ruled by the ZT%mes,” he said to one of the
Cabinet, ¢ the T%mes has shown you already by a specimen
that you will be ruled by a rod of iron.”

A Brevet for the Army and Navy is proposed, in order to
satisfy Lord Anglesey with the dignity of Field-Marshal.

ALBERT.

1 In spite of the opposition of the latter to Palmerston’s re-appointment to the Foreign
Office. See ante, p. 60.
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The P ioni: 150 strong, including Peers and M.P.’s,
are to give a dinner to Lord Stanley at Greenwich, at which he
is to announce his opinions upon the line they are to take.
Lord George Bentinck 13 there to lay down the lead which the
Party imnsisted upon. Who 1s tofollow him as therr leader in
the Commons nobody knows.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 7th July 1856

My DEAREST UNCLE,—1I have to thank you for your kind
letter of the 3rd. It armved yesterday, which was a very hard
day forme. Ihad to part with Sir R. Peel and Lord Aberdeen,
who are irreparable losses to us and the Country ; they wers
both 50 much overcome that 1t quite overset me, and we have
in them two devoted friends. We felt so safe with them.
Never, during the five years that they were with me, did they
ever recommend & person or a thing which was not for my or
the Country’s best, and never for the Perty’s advantage only ;
and the contrast nows very striking ; there1s much less respect
and much less high and pure feehng. Then the discretion of
Peel, I beheve, is unexampled.

X has, I know, explamed to you the state of affairs,
which 13 unexampled, and I think the present Government
very weak and extremely disunited. What may appear to you
as & mistake mn November was an inevitable evil.  Aberdeen
very truly explained 1t yesterday. ‘ We had ill luck, he said ;
*“if it had not been for this farmine in Ireland, which rendered
immediate measures necessary, Sir Robert would have pre-
pared them gradually for the change.” Then, besides, the
Corn Law Agitation was such that if Peel had not wisely made
this change (for which the whole Country blesses him), & con-
vulsion would shortly have taken place, and we should have
}:een forced to yield what has been granted as & boon. No
RN Peow oo

Uobden, which has shocked people a good deal,
But T can't tell you how sad I am to loss Aberdeen; you
e e S Ei R/t
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firmness and sagacity, is beyond all belief in these moments
of trial.

We are ail well, but I am, of course, a good dea! overset by
all these tribulntions.

Ever your devoted Niece, Vicrorra R.

I was much touched to see Graham so very much overcome
at taking leave of us.

Queen Victoria to Viscount Hardinge.
BUCKINGIIAM PALACE, 8th July 1846.

The Queen thanks Lord Hardinge for his interesting com-
munications. Lord Hardinge will have learnt all that has
taken place in the Country ; one of the most brilliant Govern-
ments this Country ever had has fallen at the moment of
victory ! The Queen has now, besides mourning over this
event, the anxiety of having to see the Government carried on
as cfficiently as possible, for the welfare of the Country. The
Quecen would find a guarantee for the accomplishment of this
object in Lord Hardinge's consenting to continue at the head
of the Government of India, where great experiments have
been made which require unity of purpose and system to be
carried out successfully.

Qucen Victoria to Lord John Russcll.
OSBORNE, 10th July 1846,

. . . The Queen approves of the pensions proposed by Lord
J. Russell, though she cannot conceal from him that she
thinks the one to Father Mathew a doubtful proceeding. It is
quite true that he has done much good by preaching temper-
ance, but by the aid of superstition, which can hardly be
patronised by the Crown.!

The Queen is sure that Lord John will like her at all times
to speak out her mind, and has, therefore, done so without
reserve.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
OSBORNE, 14th July 1846.

My peAresT UNcLE,—We are very happily established here
since Thursday, and have beautiful weather for this truly

1 The pension was, however, granted.
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enjoyable place; we drive, walk, and sit out—and the nights
are so fine. I long for you to be here. It has quite restored
my spirits, which were much shaken by the sad leave-takings
in London—of Sir R. Peel, Lord Aberdeen, Lord Liverpool, ete.
Lord L. could not well have stayed. Lord Aberdeen was very
much overset.

The present Government is weak, and I think Lord J. does
not possess the talent of keeping his people together Most
people think, however, that they will get through this Session ;
the only question of difficulty is the sugar question.

the entente cordiale no longer sure, Pray impress this on the
King—and I hope and beg he will let the dear Nemours pay
us & little visit in November. It would have the best effect, and
be so pleasant, as we are so dull in the winter all by ourselves.
1 hope that in future, when the King and the Family are at Fu,
some of them will frequently come over to see us kere. It
would be so nice and so near,

Now adreu, dearest Uncle. I hope I shall not have to write
to you agam, but have the happiness of saying de vive voiz,
that I am ever, your devoted Niece, Vicroria R.

Viscount Palmerston to Queen Victoria,
FOREICY OFFKCE, 16¢h July 1846,

. . . With regard to the marriage of the Queen of Spamn,
Viscount Palmerston has received a good deal of general in-
formetion from persons who have conversed with him on the
subject, but he has learnt nothing thereupon which was not
already known to your Majesty. The state of that matter
seemns, in a few words, to be that the Count of Trapani is now
quite out of the question, that the Count of Montemolin,
though wished for by Austria, and in some degree supported
by the Court of the Tuileries, would be an impossible choice,
and that the alternative now lies between Don Enrique
and the Prince Leopold of Coburg, the two Queens being
equally set against the Duke of Cadiz, Don Enrique's elder
brother. 1In favour of Prince Leopold seem to be the two
Queens, and a party (of what extent and influence does not
appear) in Spain. Against that Prince are arrayed, ostensibly
at least, the Court of the Tuileries and the Liberal Party in
ipnin'; and probably to a certain degree the Government of

ustria.
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In favour of Don Enrique are a very large portion of the
Spanish nation, who would prefer & Spanish prince for their
Sovereign’s husband ; and the preference, expressed only as
an opinion and without any acts in furtherance of it, by your
Majesty’s late Administration. Against Don Enrique are the
aversion of the Queen Mother, founded on her family differ-
ences with her late sister, and the apprehensions of the present
Ministers in Spain, who would think their power endangered
by the political connection between Don Enrique and the more
Liberal Party. The sentiments of the King of the French in
regard to Don Enrique seem not very decided ; but it appears
likely that the King of the French would prefer Count Monte-
molin or the Duke of Cadiz to Don Enrique; but that he
would prefer Don Enrique to the Prince Leopold of Coburg,
because the former would fall within the category of Bourbon
princes, descended from Philip the Fifth of Spain, proposed
by the King of the French as the limited circle within which
the Queen of Spain should find a husband.

Queen Victoria to Viscount Palmerston.

16th July 1846.

The Queen has received Lord Palmerston’s interesting letter,
and is very much satisfied with his parting conversation with
Ibrahim Pasha, which she conceives will not be lost upon him.
The view Lord Palmerston takes about the present position of
the Spanish marriage question appears to the Queen quite
correct. She finds only one omission, which is Queen Isabella’s
personal objection to Don Enrique, and the danger which
attaches to marriage with a Prince taken up by a Political
Party in Spain, which makes him the political enemy of the
opposite Party.!

The Queen thanks Lord Palmerston for his zeal aboub
Portugal, which is really in an alarming state.? She sends
herewith the last letter which she received from the King of
Portugal. The Queen is sorry to have lost the opportunity of
seeing Marshal Saldanha.

1 On the 18th of July Lord Palmerston wrote his celebrated despatch to Mr Bulwer, and
unfortunately showed a copy of it to Jarnac, the French Ambassador in London. The
mention of Prince Leopold in it, as a possible candidate for the Queen of Spain’s hand,
gave the French King and Minister the opportunity they wanted, and brought matters
toacrisis. See Life of the Prince Consort, vol. i. chap. xvii. ; Dalling’s Life of Lord Palmer-

ston, vol. iii. chaps. vii. and viil. :
2 ’Owin to ﬂnz,J insurrection, a run took place on the Bank of Lisbon. The Ministry

(in \vhicthaldanha was War Minister) had some difficulty in raising a loan.
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Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
OsBoRNE TIOUSE, 16th July 1846

The Queen has received Lord John Russell's communication
of yesterday, and smncerely hopes that Lord John's sugar
measure! may be such that the Committee of the Cabinet, as
well as the whole Cabinet and Parliament, may concur in it,
which would save the country another struggle this year. The
Queen trusts, moreover, that late experience and good sense
may induce the West Indians to be moderate and accommo-
dating  As Lord John touches in his letter on the possibility
of & Dissolution, the Queen thinks 1t right to put Lord John
in possession of her views upon this subject generally. She
considers the power of dissolving Parliament a most valuable
and powerful instrument i the hands of the Crown, but which
ought not to be used except mn extreme cases and with a
certainty of success. To use this instrument and be defeated
is a thing most lowering to the Crown and hurtful to the
country. Tho Queen strongly feels that she made a mistake
1 allowing the Dissolution in 1841; the result has been a
majority returned against her of nearly one hundred votes;
but suppose the result to have been nearly an equabty of
votes between the two contending parties, the Queen would
have thrown away her last remedy, and it would have been
impossible for her to get any Government which could have
carried on public busmess with a chance of success

The Queen was glad therefore to see that Sir Robert Pecl did
not ask for a Dissolution, and she entirely concurs in the opinion
expressed by him in his last speech in the House of Commons,
when he said :

Rt .

)
affairs of this country through the support of a party suffi-
ciently powerful to carry their measurcs. I do not think a
D justi to hen a party. I think the
povwer of Dissolution is a great instrument in the hands of the
Crown, and that there 1s & tendency to blunt that instrument
if it be resorted to without necessity.

**'The only ground for Dissolution would have been a strong
r ption that after a Dissolution we should have had a
party powerful enough in this House to give cffect practically

t In porensuce of the policy of free trade, the Ministry introduced and passed a Bl
them with those on Cotonial produce. i e JHon of squaliing
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to the measures which we might propose. I do not mean a
support founded on & concurrence on one great question of
domestic policy, however important that may be, not of those
who differ from us on almost all questions of public policy,
agreeing with us in one ; but that we should have the support
of a powerful party united by a general concurrence of political
opinions.”

The Queen is confident that these views will be in accordance
with Lord John Russell’'s own sentiments and opinions upon

this subject.

Viscount Melbourne to Queen Victoria.

SOUTH STREET, 21st July 1846.

Lord Melbourne presents his humble duty to your Majesty.
He has just received your Majesty’s letter of yesterday, and is
much delighted at again hearing from your Majesty.

What your Majesty says of the state of public affairs and
of parties in Parliament is true. But in November last Sir
Robert Peel had a party which might have enabled him to
have long carried on the Government if he had not most
unaccountably chosen himself to scatter it to the winds.

Lord Melbourne is much gratified by the intimation that
your Majesty would not have been displeased or unwilling to
see him again amongst your confidential servants, but your
Majesty acted most kindly and most judiciously in not calling
upon him in November last, and John Russell has done the
same in forbearing to make to Lord Melbourne any offer at
present. When Lord Melbourne was at Brocket Hall during
the Whitsuntide holidays he clearly foresaw that Sir Robert
Peel’s Government must be very speedily dissolved; and
upon considering the state of his own health and feelings, he
came to the determination, which he communicated to Mr
Ellice, who was with him, that he could take no active part in
the then speedily approaching crisis. He felt himself quite
unequal to the work, and also to that of either of the Secre-
taries of State, or even of the more subordinate and less heavy
and responsible offices. He is very subject to have accesses
of weakness, which render him incapable for exertion, and
deprive his life of much of its enjoyment. They do not appear
at present to hasten its termination, but how soon they may
do so it is impossible to foretell or foresee.

Lord Melbourne hopes that he shall be able to wait upon
your Majesty on Saturday next, but he fears the weight of
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the full dress uniform. He begs to be remembered to His
Royal Highness.

Sir Robert Peel to the Prince Albert.
DRa¥TON MANOR, FAZELEY, dugust 1816

S1r,—I shall be very happy to avail myseli of your Royal
Highness's kind permission occasionally to write to your
Royal Highness, However much I am enjoymng the contrast
between repose and official fe, I may say—I hope without
presumption, I am sure with perfect sincerity—that the total
interruption of every sort of commumeation with your Royal
Highness would be & very severe penslty.

It wes only yesterday that I was separating from the rest of
my correspondence all the letters which I had received from
the Queen and your Royal Highness during the long period of
five years, in order that I nught ensure their exeraption from
the fate to which 1 these days ell letters seem to be destmed,
and I could not review them without & mixed feeling of grati-
tude for the id indul; and kind of which
they contaumned such decisive proofs, and of regret that such
@ source of constantly recurring mterest and pleasure was
dried up.

1 can act in conformity with your Royel Highness’s gracious
wishes, and occasionally write to jou, without saying e word
of which the most Jealous or sensitive successor 1n the con-
fidenco of the Queen could complar . .+ . Your faithful end
humble Servant, RopERT PEEL.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
BUCKINGRSY PALACE, 3rd August 1816,

The Queen has just scen Lord Bessborough, who presses
very much for her going to Ireland ; she thinks it right to put
Lord John Russell 1n possession of her views on this subject-

It is » journey swhich must one day or other be undertaken,
and which the Queen would be glad to heve accomplished,
because it must be disagreeablo to her that people should
speculate whether she dare visit one part of her dominions
Mach will depend on the proper moment, for, after those specu-
lations, it ought to succeed if andertaken.

. The Queen is snxious that when undertaken it should be &
National thing, and the good which it 1s to do must be a per-
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manent and not & transitory advantage to a particular Govern-
ment, having the appearance of a party move.

As this is not a journey of pleasure like the Queen’s former
ones, but a State act, it will have to be done with a certain
degree of State, and ought to be done handsomely. It cannot
be expected that the main expense of it should fall upon the
Civil List, nor would this be able to bear it.

The Prince Albert to Earl Grey.
BUCEINGHAM PAUACE, 3rd August 1846.

My pear Lorp Grey,—The Queen wishes me to return you
the enclosed letter. The subject of the Government of Canada
is one which the Queen has much at heart. Canada has been
for a long time, and may probably stiif be for the future, a
source of great weakness to this Empire, and a number of ex-
periments have been tried. It was in a very bad state before
the Union, continually embarrassing the Home Government,
and the Union has by no means acted as a remedy, but it may
be said almost to have increased the difficulties. The only
thing that has hitherto proved beneficial was the prudent,
consistent, and impartial administration of Lord Metcalfe.
Upon the continuance and consistent application of the
system which he has laid down and acted upon, will depend, in
the Queen’s estimation, the future welfare of that province,
and the maintenance of proper relations with the mother
country. The Queen therefore is most anxious that in the
appointment of a new Governor-General (for which post she
thinks Lord Elgin very well qualified), regard should be had
to securing an uninterrupted development of Lord Metcalfe’s
views. The Queen thought it the more her duty to make you
acquainted with her sentiments upon this subject, because she
thinks that additional danger arises from the impressions
which the different agents of the different political parties in
Canada try to produce upon the Home Government and the
imperial Parliament, and from their desire to mix up Canadian

party politics with general English party politics!  Ever yours,
etc. ALBERT.

Lord John Russell to Queen Vicloria.
CHESHAM PLACE, 4th August 1846.

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
and is greatly obliged to your Majesty for your Majesty’s com-
‘ 1 In the event, Lord Elgin was appointed.
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munication respecting a Royal visit to Ireland. He concurs
in your Majesty's observations on that subject. He 15 of
opinion that if the visit partook in anyway of a party character,
its effects would be T , and not 1

- v e LS

co

when the accounts of the potato crop exhibit the ‘nusery and
distress of the people in an aggravated shape.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
Tk Auguse [1346]

With regard to the Btatue! on the arch on Constitution
Hill, the Queen 1s of opimon that if she is considered mndividu-
ally she 1s bound by her word, and must allow the Statue to go

of Commons; it must therefore now be adhered to, and what-
ever is decided must be the act of the Government. It would
accordingly be better to keep the word “ Government * at the
conclusion of Lord Morpeth’s proposed letter, and that the
Prince should not go to Town' to give an opinion upon the
appearance of the figure, when up,

The Prince Albert to Viscount Palmerston.
[oth August 1816 ]

My pEAR Lorp PALMERSTON,~—The Queen is much obliged
for Lord Howard de Walden's private letter to you, and begs
you will never hesitate to send her such private communica-
tions, however unreserved they may be in their language, e
our chief wish and aim is, by hearing all parties, to arnve 22 &
just, dispassionate, and correct opinton upen the varicus
political questions, This, however, entails a strict serutioy of
what is brought before us. . . , B

1 ‘The equestrlan stataa of the Duke of Wellington at Hyde Park Coruer wia xuxls
eriticised at the time of ita erection . it 13 now at Aldmhm.’ x hind
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Queen Victoria to Lord John Russcll.
OSBORNE, 17th August 1846,

The Queen '}:ns received n'dmft» to Mr Bulwer from Lord
.Pnlnwrstnn. , The perusal of it has raised some apprehensions
in the Queen's x.mnd. which she stated to Lord Palmerston she
would communicate to Lord John Russell.

The draft Inys down o general policy, which the Queen is
afraid may ultimately turn out very dangerous. It is this:

England undertakes to interfere in the internal affairs of
Spain, nnd to promote tho development of the present con-
stitutionn] Government of Spain in a more democratic direction,
and this for the avowed purpose of counteracting the influence
of France. England becomes therefore responsible for a par-
ticular direction given to the fnternal Government of Spain,
which to control she has no sufficient means. All England can
do, and will have to do, is: to keep up & particular party in
Spain to support her views.

France, knowing that this is directed against her, must take
up the opposite party and follow the opposite policy in Spanish
afinirs.

This must bring England and France to quarrels, of which
we can hardly foresee the consequences, and it dooms Spain
to eternal convulsions and reactions.

This has been the state of things before ; theory and ex-
perience thereforo warn against the renewal of a similar policy.

The natural consequence of this is that Don Enrique would
appear as the desirable candidate for the Queen of Spain’s
hand, and Lord Palmerston accordingly for the first time
deviates from the line hitherto followed by us, and urges Don
Enrique, which in the cyes of the world must stamp him as
“an English Candidate.”” Lord Palmerston, from his wish to
sce him succeed, does, in the Queen’s opinion, not sufficiently
acknowledge the obstacles which stand in the way of this com-
bination, and which all those who are on the spot and in the
confidence of the Court represent as almost insurmountable.

The Queen desires Lord John Russell to weigh all this most
maturely, and to let her know the result.

Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria.
CHESHAM PLACE, 19th August 1846.

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
and has the honour to state that he has maturely considered,
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together with Lord Palmerston, Lord Lansdowne, and Lord
Clarendon, your Majesty’s observations on the draft sent by
Lord Palmerston for your Majesty’s approbation,

Lord John Russell entwrely concurs in your Majesty’s wish
that England and France should not appear at Madrid as
countenaneing conflicting partxes Lord J ohn Russell did not
attach this to Lord P:
but he has now re-written the draft in such & manner as he
trusts will obtain your Majesty’s approval.

Lord John Russell will pay the utmost attention to this
difficult and delicate subject.

Viscount Palmerston to Quecn Victoria.
FowmiGy OFFICE, 10tk August 1846,

Viscount Palmerston presents his humble duty to your
Majesty, and has endeavoured to modify and rearrange his
proposed instruction to Mr Bulwer in deference to your
Majesty’s wishes and feelings as expressed to Lord John
Raussell ; and with this view also Viscount Palmerston has
dwvided the mszructmn mtn two separate despatches—the one

° s other of

d to these

Viscount

FUANETSLOL WOULU DEZ LU SUDIUL N4y ey are not notes to be

presented to any Foreign Government, nor despatches to be in

any way made public ; but that they are confidential instruc-

tions given to one of your Majesty’s Muwisters abroad, upon

matters upon which your Ma]estys Government have been

©  +to give advice ; and

submit that in & case

ommunicate drily the

hout statmg and ex-

Plaméng some of the reasons upon which those opinions are
oun

It is quite evident from Mr Bulwer's communication, and
especially from the postseript to his despatch of the dth of this
month, that Queen Chnstmn, the DuLe of Rianzares, aud
Sefior 1-+- -
the Qu
is very
a matc
Queen Tsabella and the Spamsh mmon But still, all ﬂungs
considered, your Majesty’s Government incline te the opinion

YOL. 1T
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that a Spanish P}'ince would be a preferable choice, and they
are prepa:red to give that opinion to the Spanish Court.

There is however but one Spanish Prince whom it would be
creditable to the British Government to recommend as husband
to the Quqen, an@ to that Prince Queen Christina is known to
feel objections, principally founded upon apprehensions bearing
upon her own personal interests. Viscount Palmerston has
endeavoured to furnish Mr Bulwer with such arguments in
favour of Don Enrique as appeared likely to meet Queen
Christina’s fears, and he has occasion to believe, from s con-
versation which he had a few days ago with Count Jarnac, that
the French Government, impelled by the apprehension that
your Majesty’s Government intend to support Prince Leopold
of Coburg, would be willing, in order to draw the British
Government off from such a course, to give at least an osten-
sible though perhaps not a very earnest support to Don Henry.
But your Majesty willno doubt at once perceive that although
the British Government may come to an understanding with
that of France as to which of the candidates shall be the one
in whose favour an opinion is to be exptessed, it would be im-
possible for the British Government to associate itself with that
of France in any joint step to be taken upon this matter, and
that each Government must act separately through its own
agent at Madrid. For the two Governments have not only
different objects in view in these matters, England wishing
Spain to be independent, and France desiring to establish a
predominant influence in Spain ; but moreover, in regard to
this marriage question, Great Britain has disclaimed any right
to interfere except by opinion and advice, while France has
assumed an authority of dictation, and it is essential that your
Majesty’s Government should so shape the mode of co-opera-
ting with France as not to appear to sanction pretensions
which are founded in no right and are inconsistent with
justice.

. Viscount Palmerston is by no means confident that the
joint advice of the British and French Governments in favour
of Don Enrique will be successful, and especially because he
fears that M. Bresson has taken so active a part in favour of
other arrangements, that he will not be very eager in support
of Don Enrique, and will perhaps think that if this arrange-
ment can be rendered impossible the chances may become
greater in favour of some other arrangement which he and his
Government may prefer. But such future embarrassments
must be dealt with when they arise, and Viscount Palmerston
submits that for the moment, unless the British Government
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had been prepared to close with the offers of the Duke of
Rianzares, and to follow at once the course recommended by
Mr Bulwer, the steps ted n the g drafts
are the safest and the best

Viscount Pal, has great pl n submitting the
accompanymg private letter from Mr Bulwer announcing the
withdrawal of the Spamsh troops from the frontier of Portugal.

Mr Bulwer to Viscount Palmerston.
MADRID, 2973 August 1846

My Lorp,—I have troubled your Lordship of late wth
many communications, . . .

I have now to announce to your Lordship that the Queen
declared last night at twelve o’clock that she had made up her
mind in favour of His Royal Highness Don Francisco de Asis
« . . . Your Lordship 1s aware under what circumstances Don
Francisco was summoned here, the Court having been, when
I wrote on the 4th, most anxious to conclude a marriage with
Prince Leopold of Saxe-Coburg, and only induced to abandon
this 1dea from the repeated intimations it received that 1t could
not be carried out. . . .

The seme night & Council was held of the Queen Mother's
friends, who detg‘r‘mfned to bring matters i?rthwnh to a con-

him out of the question, and that Her Majesty must either
make up her mind to marry her cousin Don Francisco de Asis,
or to abandon for sore time the idea of marrying.

The Queen, T am told, took some httle time to consider, and
then decided in favour of her cousin. The Ministers were
called in, and the drama was concluded. . . .
H. L. BULWER.

P.S5.—1 learn that directly the Queen had signified her in-
tention of marrying her cousm, Count Bresson formally asked
the hand of the Infanta for the Duke of Montpensier, stating
that he had powers to enter upon and conclude that affarr,
and the terms of the marriage were then definitively settled
between M. Isturitz and him. H. L. B.
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Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.

On Board the Victoria and Albert,
FALMOUTH HARBOUR, 7th September 1846,

My DEAREST UNOLE,—Though I have not heard from you
for ages, you will perhaps be glad to hear from us, and to hear
that our trip has been most successful. We left Osborne on
tho 2nd, at eight in the morning, and reached J ersey at seven
that evening.  We landed at St Heliers the next morning, and
met with a most brilliant and enthusiastic reception from the
good people. The island is beautiful, and like an orchard.

The settlement of the Queen of Spain’s marriage, coupled
with Montpensier's, is infamous, and we must remonstrate.
Guizot has had the barefacedness to say to Lord Normanby
that though originally they said that Montpensier should only
marry the Infanta when the Queen was married and had chil-
dren, that Leopold’s being named one of the candidates had
changed &ll, and that they must settle it now! This is #o0
bad, for we were so honest as almost to prevent Leo’s marriage
(which might have been, and which Lord Palmerston, as mat-
ters now stand, regrets much did not take place), and the return
is this unfair coupling of the two marriages which have nothing,
and ought to have nothing, to do with one another. The King
should know that we are extremely indignant, and that this
conduct is not the way to keep up the enfente which ke wishes.
It is done, moreover, in such a dishonest way. I must do
Palmerston the credit to say that he takes it very quietly, and
will act very temperately about it.

I must now conclude. Ever your devoted Niece,
Vicroria R.

Vicky and Bertie enjoy their tour very much, and the people
here are delighted to see * the Duke of Cornwall.”

The Queen of the French to Queen Victoria.
NEUILLY, 8 Septembre 1846.

Mapame,—Confiante dans cette précieuse amitié dont votre
Majesté nous a donné tant de preuves et dans 'aimable in-
térét que vous avez toujours témoigné & tous nos Enfants,
je m’empresse de vous annoncer la conclusion du mariage de
notre fils Montpensier avec I'Infante Louise Fernanda. Cet
&vénement de famille nous comble de joie, parce que nous
espérons qu’il assurera le bonheur de notre fils chéri, et que
nous retrouverons dans 'Infante une fille de plus, aussi bonne
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et aussi aimable que ses Aindes, ot qui ajoutera & notre bon-
heur imtérieur, le seul vrai dans ce monde, et que vous, Madame,
savez si bien apprécier. Je vous demande d'avance votre
amitié pour notre nouvel Enfant, sire qu'elle partagera tous
les de dé et d’eff de nous tous pour
vous, pour le Prince Albert, et pour toute votre chére Famlie.
Madare, de votre Majesté, la toute dévoude Sceur et Amie,
1n AMELIE.

Queen Victoria to the Queen of the French.
OSBORNE, 10 Septembre 1846
MapayE.—Je viens de recevorr la lettre de votre Majesté
du 8 de ce mois, et Je m’empresse de vous en remercier.  Vous

vous souviendrez peut-étre de ce qui s'est passé & Eu entre lo
TRoi et mo1, vous connaissez, Madame, I'importance que )'ai
. A ¢

§ au de Notre Entente Cordiale et {e
zéle avec lequel )’y ai travaills, vous avez apprs sans doute
que Nous nous & 3 refusés @ le 3t entre la

Rewme d'Espagne et notre Cousin Léopold (que les deux Renes
svaient vivernent désiré) dans le seul but de ne pas nous
éloigner d'une marche qui serait plus agréable & votre Roi,
QUOLGUe TNOUS Ne P id cotte marche comme la
mellleure. Vous pourrez donc aisément comprendre que
Yannonce soudaine de ce double mariage ne pouvalt nous causer
que de la surprise et un bien vif regret.

Je vous demande bien pardon de vous parler de politique
dans co moment, mais j’amme pouvoir me dire que j’ai toujours
étd sincére envers vous.

En vous priant de présenter mes hommages au Roi, jo suls,
Madame, de votre Majests, la tonte dévouée Sceur et Amie,

Vicroria R.

Viscount Palmerston to Queen Vicloria.
CARLYON TERRACE, 12th September 1845,

Viscoust Palmerston presents his humble duty to your
Majesty, end returns with many acknowledgments the sccora-
panying letters which your Majesty has been pleased to send
um, and which he has thought your Majesty would wish hun
alzo to communicate to Lord John Russell.

The letter of the Queen of the French seems to Viscount
Palmerston to look like a contrivance to draw your Majesty on
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1

to express, in regard to the Montpensier marriage in its char-
acter as a domestic arrangement, some sentiments or wishes
which might be at variance with the opinions which your
Majesty might entertain regarding that marriage in its political
character and bearing. But your Majesty’s most judicious
answer has defeated that intention, if any such existed, and
has stated in a firm, but at the same time in the friendliest
manner, the grounds of complaint against the conduct of the
French Government in this affair.

Viscount Palmerston had yesterday afternoon a very long
conversation with the Count de Jarnac upon these matters.

Viscount Palmerston said that with regard to the marriage
of the Queen of Spain, that was a matter as to which the British
Government have no political objection to make. They
deeply regret that & young Queen should have been compelled
by moral force, and to serve the personal and political interests
of other persons, to accept for husband a person whom she can
neither like nor respect, and with whom her future life will
certainly be unhappy at home, even if it should not be char-
acterised by circumstances which would tend to lower her in the
estimation of her people. But these are matters which con-
cern the Queen and people of Spain more than the Government
and people of England. But that the projected marriage of the
Duke of Montpensier is a very different matter, and musb
have a political bearing that must exercise 8 most unfortunate
effect upon the relations between England and France.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
OSBORNE, 14th September 1846.

My pEAREST UNCLE,—I have to thank you for a most kind

letter of the 31st from Basle, by which I was sorry to see that
your journey had been delayed, and that you were still not
well,
We are, alas! sadly engrossed with this Spanish marriage,
which, though it does not threaten war (for the English care
very little about the Spanish marriages) threatens complica-
tions. Albert has told you all that passed between the dear
Queen and me, and the very absurd ground on which the
French make their stand. The details of the story are very
bad—and I grieve to say that the good King, etc., have behaved
very dishonestly.

We have protested, and mean to protest very strongly,
against Montpensier’s marriage with the Infanta, as long as
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she i3 presumphve hcire;a 14 the Throne of Spain. The Kine

.
H

Jrunalauly Wil become {Jueen ! ]t is very bad. Certamly
at Madrid [Pal ton] 1t—as § Bay5s—
by foresng Don quue, in spite of all Bulwer could say. If
our dear Aberdeen was still at lus post, the whole thing would
not have happened ; for he would not have forced Enriguito
{which enraged Christine), and secondly, Gurzot would not
have escamoté Aberdeen with the wish of triumphung over lum
as he has done over Palmerston, who has behaved most openiy
end {eirly towards France, T must sey, m this effarr, But
say what one will, it 15 ke again who indirectly gets us into &
squabble with France! And it is such a persounal sort of &
quarrel, which peins and grieves me so0; snd I pity the poor
good Piat,! whom we are very fond of- One thing, however.
Ifeel, that in opposi~-*t™-- - -

his happiness, for

child of formtanm

ymuch, for

have cont .
does marr, . sauguiber, It 18 most antioying, and must
ruffle our happy intercourse with the French famly for a tume
at least.

I was obliged to write very strongly and openly to poor dear
Louise too. You may rely upon nothing bemng done rashly
or intemperately on our part. ~ Lord Palmerston is quite ready
to be gmded by us. In haste, ever your devoted Niece,

Vicrorua R,

We go into our new honse to-day.

Baron Stockmar to Queen Vietoria.
160 September 1945,

Baron Stockmar has been honoured with your I\Iajestys
kmd noto of the 17th instant. The verv dav ¢ha
1 '

1 A nwme by which the Duc do Montpensier was sometimes called in the famly circle,
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in London, and what very naturally and most probably must be
the poiitical consequences of such conduct.

The Baron’s statement was read to the King, word for word,
the vory ovening it reached Paris.

His Majesty listened to it most attentively, and said after
some pause: ‘‘ Notwithstanding all this, the marriage will
take place. I don’t consider Montpensier’s marriage an affair
botween nations, and the English people, in particular, care
very little &bout it ; it is much more a private affair between
myself and the English Secretary, Lord Palmerston, and as
such it will not bring on important political consequences.”

Queen Victoria to the Queen of the Belgians.
OSBORNE, 18 Septembre 1846,

MA BIEN CEERE LouUIlsg,~—Je te remercie pour ton retour de
franchise ; je ne désire pas que cette controverse entre de plus
dans notre correspondance privée, comme elle est le sujet ot
o sera je crains encore davantage de discussion politique.
Je veux seulement dire qu’il est mpossible de donner & cette
affaire le cachet d'une simple affaire de famille; Vattitude
prise & Paris sur cette affaire de mariage dés le commencement
détait une fort étrange; il fallait toute la discrétion de Lord
Aberdeen pour qu'elle n’amenéit un éclat plutot ;, meis ce
dénouement, si contraire & la parole du Roi, qu’il m’a donnefa
lors de cette derniére visite & Eu spontanément, en ajoutant &
la complication, pour la premiére fois, celle du projet :ie mariage
de Montpensier, aura mauvaise mine devant toute I'Europe.

Rien de plus pénible n’aurait pu arriver que toute cette

dispute qui prend un caractére si personnel. . . .
pate av Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
QOSBORNE, 21st September 1846,

My pEAREST UNCLE,—I have to thank you very much for
your very kind letter of the 5th from Zurich. It is very un-
fortunate that you should be so far off at this moment. Since
I wrote to you we have decided to remonstrate both at Madrid
(this went a week ago), and at Paris, but this last 1_101; ina
formal note but in a despateh to Lord Normanby, against thrls
very unjustifiable breach of faith on the part of France. We
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1 Prizos Leopsid of EazeCoborg.
YoL. I rid
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affair is a great support to us. Stockmar has, I know, com-
municated to you what has passed, and he will send you copies
of the King’s letter and my answer. Qur conduct has been
throughout Zonest, and the King’s and Guizot’s the contrary.
How the King can wantonly throw away the friendship of one
who has stood by him with such sincere affection, for a doubful
object of personal and family aggrandizement, is to me and to
the whole country inexplicable. Have confidence in him I fear
I never can again, and Peel, who is here on a visit, says a war
may arise any moment, once that the good understanding is
disturbed ; think, then, that the King has done this in his 74th
year, and leaves this inheritance to his successor ; and to whom
—to a Grandchild, and a Minor / And for Nemours and Paris,
our friendship is of the greatest importance, and yet he prefers
the troubles of governing Spain, which will be & source of con-
stant worry and anxiety, to the happy understanding so happily
existing between our two countries! I cannot comprehend
him. Guizot behaves shamefully, and so totally without good
faith. Our protests have been presented. I feel more than
ever the loss of our valuable Pesl.

T wish, dearest Uncle, you would not go to Paris at all at
present.

The Queen-Dowager and the Princess of Prussia! have left
us this morning after a week’s stay, and I have been delighted
with the Prinecess. I find her so clever, so amiable, so well
informed, and so good ; she seems to have some enemies, for
there are whispers of her being false ; but from all that I have
seen of her—from her discretion, her friendship through thick
and thin, and to her own detriment, for Héléne, and for the
Queen-Dowager who has known her from her birth, I cannot
and will not believe it. Her position is a very difficult one ;
she is too enlightened and liberal for the Prussian Court not to
have enemies ; but I believe that she is a friend to us and our
family, and I do believe that I have a friend in her, who may
be most useful to us. I must conclude, envying your being
in Tyrol. Ever your devoted Niece, Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to Viscount Palmerston,
WINDSOR CASTLE, 1st October 1846.

The Queen wishes to express her approval of the step taken
by Lord Palmerston in urging the Three Northern Powers to

1 Marie Touise Angusta, daughter of the Grand Duke Charles of Saxe-Weimar, subse-
quently Empress ofgg‘rer&mnv, mother of Prince Frederick William, aitem'u;ds the

Emperor Frederick, who in 1858 married the Princess Royal.
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Join 1 the protest against the Montpensier marriage on the
ground of the Treaty of Utrecht and the Declaration of PhulpV,
She thinks, however, that 1t 13 necessary to do more, and
wishes Lord Palmerston should send a note to the Cabinets
of the three Powers, explanatory of the whole of the prnceed-
mgs selativo to the Spanish g tha

to sympathise with us.

Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria.
st October 1846

Lord John Russell saw Count Jarnac to-day, and told him
that your Majesty’s dxspleasura had not been removed. He
had i lus hands a which 15 ly word
for word the letter of the King of the French to the Queen of
the Belgians!

Lord John Russell observed that it was admitted that the
Duke of Montpenster was not to marry the Infanta till the
Queen of Spain had children, and that voluntary engagement
had been departed from.  We mught expect the same departure
from the professions now made not to interfere in the affairs
of Spain.

Count Jarnac protested against this inference, and repeated
that the promuse with regard to the Infanta was only con-
itional.

Lord John Russell expects that in consequence of the re-

of E d, snd the of Europe to the
question, France will be cautious in her interference with the
internal government of Spain, and may probably not be able
to direct her external policy.

M. Bresson has written a long letter to Lord Minto, defending
his own conduct.

Queen Vicloria to the King of the Belgians.
WIXDSOR CASTLE, 61A Oclober 1846,
My pEAREST UNcLE,—I thank you very much for your last
kind letter from Gais of the 23rd. This unfortunate Spanish
1 Eeu Louts Phlligpes loru; letter of the 14th of September printed in the Life of the

Prinee Consort, vol. i, Queen Victoria s complete and nnapswerable reply
i be found e aisal T
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affair has gone on, heedlessly—and our entente wantonly thrown
away ! I mourn over it, and feel deeply the ingratitude
shown ; for—without boasting—I must say they never had a
truer friend than we; and one who always stood by them.
\When Hadjy wrote that foolish brochure, who stood by him
through thick and thin but we ? and our friendship for the
children will ever continue, but how can we ever feel at our
easo with L. P, again ? Guizot’s conduct is beyond all belief
shameful, and so shabbily dishonest. Molé and Thiers both
say he cannot stand. It is the King’s birthday to-day, but I
thought it better not to write to him, for to say fine words at this
moment would be mockery. For my beloved Louise my
heart bleeds; it is so sad. . . .

I must now conclude. Begging you to believe me, ever
your devoted Niece, Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 17th November 1846.

My praArEsT UncLe,—I yesterday received your long and
interesting letter of the 14th. I would much rather not say
anything more about this truly unfortunate and painful
Spanish business ; but in justice to myself I must make a few
observations. You say that the King thinks me resentful ;
this is extraordinary, for I have no such feeling ; my feelings
were and are deeply wounded at the unhandsome and secret-
manner (so totally, in leffer and in meaning, contrary to an
entente cordiale) in which this affair was settled, and in which
the two marriages were incorporated.

What can I do ?
The King and French Government never expressed regret ab

the sudden and unhandsome manner, to say the least, in which
they behaved to their best ally and friend, and we really cannot -
admit that they have to forgive us for duping us /'  'Why have they
not tried to make some sort of apology ? What do I do, but
remain silent for the present ?

It is a sad affair, but resentment I have none whatever, and
this accusation is a new version of the affair.

With respect to Portugal, I refute most positively the un-
founded accusations against us; we cannot interfere in in-
ternal dissensions beyond ensuring the personal safety of the
King, Queen, and Royal Family. The Constitution may be,
and I believe is, an unfortunate thing in those Southern coun-
tries ; but once it is established, the Queen must abide by it 7
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but, unfortunately, the coup de main in sending away Palmella’s
Government (which would inevitably have crumbled to pieces
of itself), was both unconstitutional and unsafe, and I fear
they are in a much worse position vis-d-vis of the country then
they ever were.!

We are all going to-morrow to Osborne for four weeks.
Bver your truly devoted Niece, Vicroria R,

Lord John Russell to Queen Vaictoria
DoWNING STREET, 18t% November 1846
. = « Lord John Russell brgakfuted with Dr Hawtrey yester-

’
boats once a year, which he said the late King wes n the habit
of doing. The Chancellor of the Exchequer,? who was at Eton,
wishes to see Montem abolished. Lord Motrpeth would prefer
sceing it regulated. Upon the whole, Lord John Russell
thinks it would not be advisable for your Majesty to interpose
your authority against the decided opinion of Dr Hawtrey,
the Provost, and the assistants.s

Queen Victoria fo the Duke of Wellington.
OSBORNE, 25th November 1846

The Queen has learned from various quarters that there still
exists & great anxiety amongst the officers and men who served
under the Duke of Wellington's orders in the Peninsula to
roceive and wear a medal 8 a testimony that they assisted the
Duke in his great undertaking. The Queen not only thinks
this wish very reasonable, considering that for recent exploits
of finitely mnfenior importance such distinctions have been
granted by her, but she would feel personally s great satisfac-

tly dismissed by the Qaeen of Portaga}
! et Qo SR eh iy
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tion in heing enabled publicly to mark in this way her sense of
tho great sorvices the Duke of Wellington has rendered to his
country and to empower many a brave soldier to wear this
token in remembranco of the Dulke.

The Dulkc of Wellington to Quecn Vietoria.
STRATHFIELDSAYE, 27th November 1846,

Field-Marshal the Duke of Wellington presents his humble
duty to your Majesty.

He has just now received your Majesty’s most gracious
commands from Osborne, dated the 26th instant.

He does not doubt that many of the brave officers and
soldiers who served in the armies in the Peninsula under the
command of the Duke are anxious to receive and wear a
medal, struck by command of the Sovereign, to commemorate
the services performed in that scat of the late war.

Many of them have, upon more than one occasion, expressed
such desire, in their letters addressed to the Duke, in their
petitions to Parliament, and, as the Duke has reason to
believe, in petitions presented to your Majesty.

Although the Dulke has never omitted to avail himself of
every occasion which offered to express his deep sense of the
meritorious services of the officers and soldiers of the Army
which served in the Peninsula, he did not consider it his duty
to suggest to the Sovereign, under whose auspices, or the
Minister under whose direction the services in question were
performed, any particular mode in which those services of the
Army should be recognised by the State.

Neither has he considered it his duty to submit such sugges-
tion since the period at which the services were performed,
bearing in mind the various important considerations which
must have an influence upon the decision on such a question,
which it was and is the duty of your Majesty’s confidential
servants alone to take into consideration, and to decide.

Neither can the Duke of Wellington now venture to submit
to your Majesty his sense of a comparison of the services of
the Army which served in the Peninsula, with those of other
armies in other parts of the world, whose recent services your
Majesty has been most graciously pleased to recognise by or-
dering that medals should be struck, to commemorate each of
such services, one of which to be delivered to each officer and
soldier present, which your Majesty was graciously pleased to

permit him to wear.
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Field-Marshal the Duke of Wellington humbly solicits your
Majesty, in grateful submission to your Majesty upon the
subject of the last paragraph of your Majesty’s most gracious
letter, that, consndermg the fa\our mth whxch h1s services
were recerved an” =--—--7-3 1 nder
whose auspices { ~ank
and the digmty the
favour with which his services were then and have been ever
stnce received, that your Majesty would be gmcmusly plea.sed
to consider upon this ion only the ded claims
upon your Majesty's attention of the officers and soldiers who
served in the Army in the Peninsule ; and to consider him, as
he considers himself, amply rewarded for any service whrch
he might have been instr al m rend ; and di
only of opportunities of mamfesting his gratitude for the
favour and honour with which he has been treated by his
Sovereign

All of which is humbly submitted to your Majesty by your
Mejesty’s most dutiful and devoted Servant and Subject,

WELLINGTON.

Queen Victoria to Viscount Palmerston.
OSBORNE, 28tk November 1846,

The Queen hag just received Lord Palmerston’s draft to
Mr Southern,! and must observe that she does not quite ap-
prove the tone of it, as it will be likely only to irritate without
producing any effect. If our advice is to be taken, it must
be given mn a spint of impartiahty and fairness, Lord Palmer-
ston’s despatch must gwe the Impression_ that we entirely

espouse the cause of th- y the
least, illegal and very ' hke-
wise takes the nation & d the

same thing. What we must insist upon is a return to Con-
stitutional Government  And what we may advise is a com-
promise with the Opposition.  What Ministry is to be formed
ought to be left to the Portuguese themselves. It being the
28th to-day, the Queen is afraid the despatch went already
yesterday. The Queen hopes in future that Lord Palmerston
:ull not put 1t out of her power to state her opinion in good
ime

of
da . mﬂ:ﬂ ‘Legation at Lisbon, and Chargé 3"Aftaires in the absence ot Lord Howard
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tion in being ennhled publicly to mark in this way her sense of
the great services the Duke of Wellington has rendered to his
country and {o empower many o brave soldier to wear this
token in remembrance of the Duke.

The Dulec of Wellington to Qucen Victoria.

STRATHFIELDSAYE, 27th Norember 1840,

Field-Marshal the Duke of Wellington presents his humble
duty to your Majesty.

He has just now received your Majesty's most gracious
commands from Osborne, dated the 26th instant.

He does not doubt that many of the brave officers and
soldiers who served in the armies in the Peninsula under the
command of the Duke arc anxious to receive and wear a
medal, struck by command of the Sovereign, to commemorate
the services performed in that scat of the late war.

Many of them have, upon more than one occasion, expressed
such desire, in their letters addressed to the Duke, in their
petitions to Parlinment, and, as the Duke has reason to
believe, in petitions presented to your Majesty.

Although the Duke has never omitted to avail himself of
every occasion which offered to express his deep sense of the
meritorious services of the officers and soldiers of the Army
which served in the Peninsula, he did not consider it his duty
to suggest to the Sovereign, under whose auspices, or the
Minister under whose dircction the services in question were
performed, any particular mode in which those services of the
Army should be recognised by the State,

Neither has he considered it his duty to submit such sugges-
tion since the period at which the services were performed,
bearing in mind the various important considerations which
must have an influence upon the decision on such a question,
which it was and is the duty of your Majesty’s confidential
servants alone to talke into consideration, and to decide.

Neither can the Duke of Wellington now venture to submibt
to your Majesty his sense of a comparison of the services of
the Army which served in the Peninsula, with those of other
armies in other parts of the world, whose recent services your
Majesty has been most graciously pleased to recognise by or-
dering that medals should be struck, to commemorate each of
such services, one of which to be delivered to each officer and
soldier present, which your Majesty was graciously pleased to

permit him to wear.
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Qucen Victoria to the Duke of Wellington.
ARUNDEL CASTLE, 18t December 184,

The Quceen has not yet acknowledged the Duke of Wellin
ton’s last letter. |

She fully appreciates the dolicacy of the Duke in not wishir
to propose himself a step having reference to his own achiev
ments, but the Queen will not on that account forgo the sati
faction of granting this medal as an acknowledgment on h
part of those brilliant achievements.

The Queen has been assured by Lord John Russell that he
confidential servants will be ready to assume the responsibilit
of advising such o measure.

The Duke of Wellington lo Queen Victoria.

ARUNDEL CASTLE, 2nd December 1846.
(Alorning.)

Field-Marshal the Duke of Wellington presents his humbl
duty to your Majesty. He did not receive your Majesty’
commands, dated the Ist instant, in this Castle, till seve:
o'clock in the afternoon; and being under the necessity o
attending at [? Dover] in the evening, he has not had it in hi
power till this timo to express his acknowledgment of the
receipt of them.

He submits to your Majesty that he has always been aware
that it would be impolitic to confer upon the officers and
soldiers who served in the Peninsula the wished-for distine:
tion without the concurrence of your Majesty’s confidentia
servants.

They alone can give the orders to carry into execution the
measure, and can adopt means to remedy any inconvenience
which may result from it; and it is satisfactory to him to
learn, from the perusal of your Majesty’s note, that Lord
John Russell is disposed to adopt it, notwithstanding that the
Duke has no personal wish or feeling in the adoption of the
measure, excepting to see gratified the wishes of so many gallant
officers and brave soldiers, who have so well served.

The few words which he addressed to your Majesty in his
last letter of the 27th of November in relation to himself, re-
ferred to the expressions in that of your Majesty of the 26th
November, to the Duke ; from which it appeared to be your
Majesty’s intention * to empower many a brave soldier to wear
this token, in remembrance of the Duke.”
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Queen Victoria lo Viscount Palmerston.
OSBORNE, 14th December 1846,

The Queen returns the enclosed private letters! The view
Lord Palmerston takes of the affair of Cracow appears to the
Queen a very sound one, and she would much wish to see the
plan of a conference realised against which Lord Ponsonby
does not bring any very relevant reasons. Prince Metter-
nich’s plan of a declaration *‘ that the case is to be considered
an exceptional one and not to afford a precedent to other
powers ' is too absurd. The Prince very justly compared
it to the case of a person giving another a box on the ear and
declaring at the same time that he is to consider it as ex-
ceptional, and that it is in no way to afford him a precedent
for returning it. The Queen hopes the Cabinet will well con-
sider the question, and contrive to find means to prevent the
evil consequences of the unjustifiable step against Cracow by
speaking out in time, before Russia or France may have de-
cided on acts of further infraction of the Treaty of Vienna.
It seems quite clear that Russia was at the bottom of the
measure relative to Cracow, and it is therefore but reasonable
to expect that she has an ulterior object in view.,

1 The first ill frufts of the disruption of the enfente between England and France were
seen in the active co-operation of Russis, Prussia, and Austria to destroy Polish indepen-

dence. See anle, p. 72,



INTRODUCTORY NOQOTE
TO CHAPTER XVI

DURING the year 1847 the Parhament which had been elected 1n
1841 with o great Tory majority was dissolved, and, as a result, the
position of the Whig Mimistry wasshghtly improved ; but they were
still dependent on the support of Sir Robert Peel. A Factory Act
hmiting the Jabour of women and children to ten hours a day
wag passed. An autumn sesston waa rendered necessary by an acute
Al L N it eiam et bamaend 4Ln Badie Af Dot

an unsuccessful application was made to the Queen’s Bench (the
Court bemng divided mn opimion) to compel the Primate to hear
b Hampden’ i The new House of

to Dr pden'’s
In'::ds‘\vu u‘sed for the first time this year.

fensuve confederation of seven cantons, and civil war raged round

paved Ior the Unity ot Italy.
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Spain was in & forment, frequent changes of Ministry taking place,
and tho miserable marriage of the Queen having all the evil results
anticipated in England. Portugal continued in a state of civil war,
tho British attempting to mediate, but the revolutionary Junta
refused to abido by their terms, and ultimately armed intervention

becamo necessary.



CHAPTER XVI
1847

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
WINDSOR CASTLE, A January 1847,

Tue turn which the Portuguese affairs are now lkely to teke
is veally very satisfactery. The Queen 1s sure that the Court
will not allow violent measures of revenge to be taken against
the vanqushed party nor the overthrow of a Constitutional
Government ; but the Queen of Portugal will have to punish
those who have broken their oath of allegiance, and will have
to remove from the country those who would infallibly ere lonz
plunge the country afresh into those horrors from which it 1=
just emerging. The further infusion of democracy into the
Charter would at this moment be quite misplaced, but the
opportunity should be taken by the Queen of Porturd ar
establish a state of legality and security, by compelling anvxer
Ministry to lay the accounts every year before the Cetes
{which has nab been done for the last fen years, eitos

tahheinme s

. wremshs T

bopemy =
tho ng has the command ‘himself, nnd by sdrmo e
of internal imp s will promame 2o —pe

welfare of the people.

These aro the prmcxplm which the Quesc-—r=—32
sco her representative urge upon the Frotrmm=-
Government, and she has no doubt the: zre—me = s
conformuty with Lord John Russell s owz—e=r= 7~ f‘r—’
cannot help repesting that the tope an?
aro more those of 8 Portuguese Demnaramp —zo-
Representative.

The King of the Bediau-z ~Jaar e,
TEIDETD b e 1T
My pEAREST VIeTORIAA~T W= e =
you say sbout your el 4o jmw— o -../,w, s
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I.can assure you that many people who are, in fact, quite in-
different to politics, renchérissent in expressions of dislike and
contempt seulement, because they believe that you have those
opinions. Many wise people repeat sayings which they assume
to come from your own mouth, such, for instance, * that Louis
Pthilippe could never be trusted, being, after all, an old fox,”
ete.
The King’s Speech was as unobjectionable as possible. 1
trust that there will be no bitterness in yours. It is as much, if
not more, in the interest of Great Britain to keep France quict
and continuing a peaceable policy than in that of France.
Trance, as the old Duke once said with great truth, has been
already wnder water several times, what cowld be spoiled has been
spoiled, what remains s pretty solid. To attack France in
France would Jead to the most dangerous consequences. In
general, if we get once a great war again you will be sure to
have everywhere revolutions, and to imagine that you will
escape in England all reactions would be a grievous mistake.
When one looks to the changes, brought about in England in
consequence of the Revolution of July, one is quite astounded.
Here they changed nothing but the dynasty, in England fhe
very spirit of the old Monarchy has been abolished, and what
will be, in the course of time, the consequences, it is not easy
to tell. A bad Constitution acts strongly on the people.
Look to America, even to Belgium. Ever, my dearest Vie-
toria, your devoted Uncle, LroroLp R.

Quecen Victoria to Lord John Russell,
BUCKINGUAM PALACE, 1414 Feruary 1800

Lord John Russell’'s memorandum contains two different
questions. The one is this: how far the interests of England
roquire an interforence in the affairs of Portugal for the restora-
tion of peace in that country and the preservationtof jts Throue,
and how far England is bound by existing treatics to interfere.

As to this question, it appears from Lord John's memoran-
dum that the ancient treaties having reference to forevn
invasion only are inapplicable to the present case, that the
Quadruple Treaty would revive on tl‘w appearance of Dom
Miguel in Portugal, that an understanding with Spain vuglit to
beo come to for its exccution, but Lord John does not make nny
specific proposal. o

The other question iz, what wrongs the Quern, the Miniater,
and the rebels may have done to bring sbout the prosent state
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of affairs, This the Queen conceives can only be decided by
a most minute, impartial, and anzious scrutiny. She indig-
nantly rejects the notion to leave this decision to Mr Southern.
. . . Lord John's statement contans, however, nothing but
the echo of his reports.

Lord John will upon reflection admit that to say * that
recent events exhibit & spint of tyranny and cruelty m the
Portuguese Government wrthout a parallel in any part of
Europe,” there, where not one execution has taken place, 13
rather a strong expression.

That the cruelties and misertes inseparable from a Civil War
are to be deplored, there can be no doubt of, and 1t 1s 1n order
to stop & further continuance and perhaps aggravation of these
horrors, that the Queen 1s so anxious to see the struggle
brought to an early terrunation,

The Queen hopes to see Lord John to-morrow at three
o’clock, when she hopes that he will be able to submut a de-
finitive step.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
4eh March 1847

o~ A 1+ B - .

this policy. In Spamn we have taken up the cause of the
Progressistas, and what has been the consequence? They
desert us.

‘Wo have no longer the slightest influence in that country ;
France has it all her own way, and we shall see the Cortes
confirm the succession of the Infanta and her children without
being able to preventit. Of the Progressistas, on whom Lord
Palmerston, Lord Clarendon, and others always placed their
hopes, Mr Bulwer says now : * The fact 1s, that though they
are the party least servile to France, they are the most im-

icable party, and belonging to & lower class of society,

e
4

. s 3

not throw away this lesson, and, if it is still possible, not also

lose Portugal.  Our influence there is fast going, and Sir H.
Seymour * confirms what every one but Mr Southern has stated

1 Envoy Extraordinary st Lisbon,
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for the last two months, viz. that we are believed to be favour-
able to the rebels ; consequently, that no advice of ours will bo
listened to. Sir H. Seymour further says: “I should have
been glm_i to have gained a little time, and not at the outset of
my mission to be obliged to call the Government to account
upon various scores. Your orders, however, leave me no
option, and I shall be obliged to administer a series of reproofs
which will, I fear, confirm the notion as to our unfriendly
feelings.” This is the course the Queen thinks so very un-
fortunate ; trifles about two horses, the beating of a gardener
of Lord Howard’s by some soldiers on a march in times of Civil
War, ete., are made topics of serious complaint. Most peremp-
tory notes are written, threatening the Government with our
men-of-war, whilst it is held to be unwise to threaten the

insurgents.
Then the Court is told to believe our feelings of attachment

for them !

Sir H. Seymour says that his position is rendered very
difficult in consequence. We have now the results before us.
Let us, therefore, before Portugal, our ancient ally, turns also
away from us, and leans to France or Spain in preference, as
she must, if we give her such doubtful support, try to pursue
a more conciliatory course; these peremptory and dictatory
notes, these constant complaints, produce the worst and most
unfortunate effect.

These very Septembristas have been always the greatest
enemies of England, and would be the first to turn against us
should they succeed.

There should more latitude be given to the resident Minister
not to press things at moments when they produce embarrass-
ment to a Government already ?fottering, but to give him the
option of waiting for a fit opportunity, and for the manner in
which it is to be done, which a person on the spot can be a
better judge of than we can in England.

Once more the Queen earnestly warns Lord John of tho
imminent danger of-England losing all legitimato influenco in
Portugal, which ought now, more than ever, to be of the
greatest importance to us.

The Queen has in all this spoken solely of English influence,
but this influence becomes of still greater importance to her
when the Sovereigns of that country are her ncar and dear
relations.!

1 This lotter at once bore fruit, a conference being held in London between the repre-

sentatives of Great Britain, Spain, France, and Portugal, and armed co-operatlon to
enforce the scceptance of certain terms by the Revolutionary Junta being decided

1pon,
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Lord Jokn Russell to Queen Victoria.
CHESHAM PLACE, 19th Morch 1847,

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your
Mejesty., Lord John Russell thinks 1t right to state to your
Majesty that the prevailing opinion mn the Cabmet 1s that when
the necessary business in the House of Commons has been
finished, a Dissolution of Parliament should take place.

This course would be conformable to the usage from the
passing of the Septennial Act till 1830. From 1830 to the pre-
sent year no House of Commons has been allowed to contmue
six years. The Dissolutions of Lord Grey in 1831 and 1832,
of Sir Robert Peel in 1834, the death of Wilham the Fourth in
1837, Lord Melbourne’s Dissolution in 1841, have all inter-
rupted the natural life of Parl ts. But all Gove
since the accession of the House of Hanover have been of
opimon (with one or two exceptions) that 1t is hazardous to
allow a Parhament to continue seven years, as circumstances
may anse making a Dissolution very detrimental to the public
welfare.

These being general considerations, Lord John Russel! would
reserve any decision on the subject till the moment shall arnve
when a Dissolution may appear to your Majesty’s advisers to
be the course most likely to secure moderate and fair elections.

Queen Victoria to Lord Jokn Russell.
23th Moveh 2547,

The Queen with pl PP the appoi of Lord
Clarendon’s brother to the vacant stail at St Paul's. The
Queen would, however, draw Lord John's attention genernlc
to the mode of filmg up those Church smecures.  She 1= guns
aware how necessary it is for & Mimster to be able 1o recrm.-
mend to such places persons of political connections, but gle
thinks that where it can be done, 1t would be of great u= e
to the Church and the country to give these places of #nmi-
ment to Churchmen distinguished for their scientific qunir-
ments, who have neither tho means nor the time toros=ns
their researches, whlst their labours might be of th+ vz
importanco to the country. Such person of -fui~ me Xor
instance, the Prince thinks, is & Mr Cureton, wwio 1z Jus
published the real epistles of St Ignatins, awhic? Iw -trt.
from the Syniac, and is about to produce a Gornel €1 fr. Mirttnew
which is considered the undoubted ovymue! s 4 Zopu
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dialect, and other most important documents latel i
for the British Museum. ey acquired

Queen Victoria fo Viscount Palmerston.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 17th April 1847,

The Queen has several times asked Lord Palmerston, through
Lord John Russell and personeally, to see that the drafts to our
Foreign Ministers are not despatched previous to their being
submitted to the Queen. Notwithstanding, this is still done,
as for instance to-day with regard to the drafts for Lisbon.
The Queen, therefore, once more repeats her desire that Lord
Palmerston should prevent the recurrence of this practice.

Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria.
CHESHAM PLACE, 18th May 1847,

Lord John Russell has the painful duty of announcing to
your Majesty the death of the Barl of Bessborough! The
firmness and kindness of his temper, together with his intimate
knowledge of Ireland and his sound judgment, make this event
a public misfortune.

It appears to Lord John Russell very desirable that his
successor should be named without loss of time, and as the
Cabinet agreed yesterday that the Earl of Clarendon was the
fittest person for the office, Lord John Russell would suggest
that a Council should be held on Thursday next, at the hour
your Majesty may appoint, for a Council for the purpose of the

. declaration of your Majesty’s pleasure.
It was the opinion of the Cabinet that although it is advisable

finally to abolish the office of Lord-Lieutenant, it is not ad-
visable to propose any measure, or make any announcement

for the present.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 12th June 1847

My DEAREST UNCLE,—We are here in terrible hot water,
though I think we shall get out of it.2  But only think that the

1 John William, formerly Lord Duncannon, 4th Earl, born 1781 ; Tord-Lieutenant of

hil%fé Government were severely attacked by a coalition of Radicals and Protectionists
for their intervention in Portugal. A hostile motion of Lord Stanley’s in the House of
Tords was opposed by the Duke of Wellington and defeated, while one of Mr Hume's
in the House of Commons was talked out, Sir Robert Peel supporting the Ministry,
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Radicals and Protectiomsts jomn to sttack Government for our
interference in Portugal! A change of Government on such
a subject would be full of mschief for the future, independent
of the great momentary inconvenience ; but 1t would cnpple
all future Governments in their future conduct respecting
Foreign Affairs, would create distrust abroad m our promises,
and 1s totally contrary to England’s ancient pohcy of upholding
Portugal.

In short, it would be tery bad. The old Duke w1l do every
thing to sct matters nght.

To-night we are going to the Opera in state, and will hear and
see Jenny Land ! (who is perfection) in Norma, which 13 con-
sidered one of her best parts.  Poor Grisi 1s quite gowng off, and
after the pure angelic voice and extremely quiet, perfect acting
of J. Lind, she seems quite passée. Poor thing ! she 1s quite
furious about 1t, and was excessively impertinent to J, Lind

To-morrow We go to & ball at Stafford House, and on Thurs-
day to one at Gloucester House. Ever your truly devoted
Niecs, Vicrora R,

The Duke of Weltington to Queen Victoria.
LONDON, 1264 July 1847,
(Five 1n the afternoon )

Field-Marshal the Duke of Wellington presents his humble
duty to your Majesty. He submuts to your Majesty the ex-
pression of Ius sorrow snd shame that your Majesty should be
troubled for & moment by anything so msignificant as a statue
of himself.

When he first heard of the intention to remove the statue
{rom the pedestal on which it had been placed, he was appre-
hensive that the might be mi ued and misre-
presented in this country as well as abroad.

That fecling was increased when the probable existence of
such misconstruction was adverted to in one of the printed
papers circulated by the Committee for the erection of the
statuo ; and still farther when the removal became the subject
of repeated discussions in Parhament. His daily experience
of your Majesty's gractous reception of his endeavours to serve
your Majesty ; and the events of every day, and the repeated
marks which he received of your Majesty's consideration and
favour proved clearly, as the Duke stated in his letter to Lord

1 She made her début in London on the 4th of May in Roberto & Duarols, ‘The Queen

had heard ber Nag previously at Rtolzenfels, In May 1849, after Hnging for tronuulrs
retired toars in

to enthuslastic sudiences, she from the stage, and made extended concert
Larope 2,
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John Russell, that there was no foundation for the miscon-
struction of the intended act—which undoubtedly existed.
Tho apprehension of such misconstruction had from the first
moment created an anxious wish in the mind of the Duke that
the removal should be so regulated and should be attended by
such circumstances as would tend to relieve the transaction
from tho erronecous but inconvenient impression which had
been created.

Tho Duko apprehended that he might find it impossible to
perform the duties with which he had been entrusted, and
therefore, when Lord John Russell wrote to him, he deprecated
the measuro in contemplation ; and he rejoices sincerely that
your Majesty has been most graciously pleased to countermand
tho order for the removal of the statue.

All of which is most humbly submitted to your Majesty by

your Majesty’s most dutiful Subject and most devoted Servant,
WEeLLINGTON.!

Quecen Victoria to Lord Palmerston.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 12th July 1847,

The Queen has been informed by Lord John Russell that the
Duko of Wellington is apprehensive that the removal of his
statuo from the Arch to another pedestal might be construed
as a mark of displeasure on her part. Although the Queen had
hoped that her esteem and friendship for the Duke was so well
known to the public in general as not to render such a con-
struction possible, and although she had thought that another
pedestal would have been more suitable for this statue, and
that the Arch might have been more becomingly ornamented
in honour of the Duke than by the statue now upon it, she has
given immediate direction that the Statue should remain in

1 The Duke of Wellingon wrote to Croker, 19th of December 1846 :—* I should desire

never to move from my principles of indifference and non-interference on the subject of
- -«-¢= —- gwn actions.”

o8t the Dulke wrote to Croker :—* It has always been
my" . to say nothing about myself and my own actions.
y . yserved that I talked as little of myself or my own

Wvetd Luulgug on’an o MQQ‘ILb‘ﬁi‘éeon of the army.

i een an assistant-s X
nc}‘slﬂio‘flt}wh:he habit of avoiding to talk of myself and of what I have done; with the
excoption only of occasions when I am urging upon modern contemporaries measures
“:hicﬁ they don't like, and when I tell them I have some experience, and ha.ve_ had some
suceess in these affairs, and feel they would experience the benefit of attending to my

1 1 myself. .
“"X‘ %eﬁe:s[en::ecrtlfg fe:sfonsyfor which they think that I don’t care what they do with the
statue. . " s .

" idiots to suppose it possible that a man who is working day and
nigh?“‘gi:ggtns‘l‘;? ggjlectoin view %I;ciepting the public benefit, will not'be sef;’sxble of a
disgra'.ce inflicted upon bim by the Spve'r_eign and Government whom he is serving. The
ridicule will be felt, if nothing elseis!™ ...
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its present situation, and only regrets that this monument
should be so unworthy of the great personage to whose honour
it has been erected.

Viscount Hardinge to Queen Victora
21 July 1847,

o ‘harge,
and he fecls, n the periormance of theso duties, that the
approbation of his Sovereign is the most grateful distinetion
to which honourable ambition can aspire.

The Governor-General entertains the most sanguine expecta-
tions that peace has been securely established beyond the
north-west fronti as well as h India, and m this
canfidence he has ordered nearly 50,000 men of the native
foree to be reduced, which reductions have caused no discontent,
being for the most part voluntary on the part of the men and

d b in ion to the service per-

g prop

formed,

As regards interns! dangers, there is no native power re-
mainng able to face 8 British army in the field. The people
are very generally engaged in trade and agriculture, and to &
great extent m the Bnmh Provinces no longer carry arms.

of the has super-
seded the necesslty. Formerly trade and wealth were con-
centrated in a few large citi d Indian es have

been ruined by cheaper goods sent from England ; but wealth
and comfort have, under British rule, been more extensively
diffused through the agricultural districts, and all classes,
including the warhke tribes, are becoming more devoted to
the happier and safer pursuits of peace.

~ o yvery con-~

M r judicious
+ rhich may
b

hmo its peculiar dang will maintai due
ts ranks; and by ab from all interf in the re-
lxgmus prejudices of the pcople, mll secure their Joyal attach-
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ment to your Majesty, and their willing obedience to the
Governor acting in your Majesty's behalf.
Lord Hardinge has the honour to subscribe himself your
Majesty’s most humble and dutiful Subject and Servant,
HARDINGE.

Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria.
PEMBROKE LODGE, 5th August 1847,

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
and has the honour to state that he considers the elections
which have taken place since he last addressed your Majesty
as satisfactory.

The Liberal gains, upon the whole, have been upwards of
thirty, and when the elections are concluded will probably be
upwards of forty.

The rejection of so distinguished a man as Mr Macaulay!
is the most disgraceful act in the whole election. It has only
a paralle] in the rejection of Mr Burke by the city of Bristol.

The result of the whole elections will be, even if Sir George
Grey is defeated in Northumberland, that neither Lord John
Russell or any other Minister will have the command of a
regular party majority.

But it is probable that Government will be sufficiently strong
to resist both a reaction against free trade, and any demo-
cratic movement against the Church or the aristocracy.

Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria.
PEMBROKE LODGE, 21st dugust 1847,

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
and has the honour to state that Lord Fitzwilliam writes that
he shall feel burt if the Earldom of Strafford should be given to

Lord Strafford. o )
To save his feelings on this subject (Lord Fitzwilliam having

the first Wentworth Earl of Strafford’s property), Lord John
Russell would humbly propose that Lord Strafford should be

created Barl of Middlesex. ]
But as the relations of the late Duke of Dorset might also

object, Lord John Russell will adhere to his original proposal
if your Majesty should deem it best.

1 In consequence of his vote on Maynooth. The poem he wrote on the present occasion
will be remembered.
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In fact, many titles have been gtven in succession to different
families. Lemster, Orford, Westmorland, are familiar in-
stances.

Lord John Russell has drawn up & paper respecting the Irish
elections, on which the Prmce wished to have lus remarks.
The subject is & dark and a dreary one. . .

Changes of Ministry may oceur, but 1t is “to be hoped that
your Majesty may be enabled to keep the present Parlisment
for five or six years. For nothing tends so much to favour
such reformations, to impede sober improvements. and to
make members stand in servile awe of their constituents, as
frequent General Elections

Lord John Russell is happy to see in the newspapers the
successtul progress of your Majesty's journey. It has occurred
to Lord John Russell that as the harvest 1s very promising,
and the election heats will have subsided, it may be desirable
that your Majesty should go for three days to Ireland on your
Majesty’s return. The want of notice mught in some respects
be favourable, and would be an excuse to many Irsh peers,
who might otherwise complete their ruin mn preparations.

Queen Victoria to Earl Fitzwilliam.
3rd September 1347,

The Queen has received Lord Fitzwilliam’s letter of the 31st.!
As she sees Lord Strafford’s elevation to an Earldom slready
announced in the Gazette of the same day, 1t will be impossible
for the Queen to have the question of Lord Fitzwillam’s ad-
verse claim reconsidered.  She thinks it right, however, to say,
that, knowing that the Wentworth property came to Lord
Fitzwilliam, it was only after the Heralds College had proved

that Lord d was the ¢ of the Earl of
Strafford of the Second Creation, whilst Lord Fitzwilliam was
not properly considered the representative of the first, that the
Queen approved the selection of the titlo of Earl of Strafford

£ On Tahn
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for the present Lord. The Queen is very sorry to find that
this step should have been annoying to Lord Fitzwilliam, for
whom she has ever entertained a sincere regard. She has sent
his letter on to Lord John Russell.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
ARDVERIKIE, 3rd September 1847,

The Queen has received Lord John Russell’s two letters of
the 31st and lst inst., and is glad to find that the views
expressed in the Prince’s Memorandum coincide with those
entertained by Lord John and Lord Palmerston, and also by
Lord Minto, as she infers. As it seems difficult to find a person
of inferior rank and position than Lord Minto, and of equal
weight, the Queen sanctions his undertaking the mission on
the understanding that the object of it will be communicated
beforehand to the Courts of Vienna and Paris, and that both
these Governments will be made fully acquainted with the
position England thinks herself bound to take with regard to
the Italian controversy.! After this shall have been done, the
sending of Sir William Parker with his fleet to the West Coast
of Italy strikes the Queen as a very proper measure to give
countenance to the Sovereigns engaged in Liberal Reform,
and exposed alike to the inroads of their absolutist neighbour,
and to the outbreaks of popular movements directed by &
republican party, and perhaps fostered by the Austrian

Government.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
ARDVERIKIE, 7Tth September 1847,

My pEAREST UNcLE,—I thank you much for your kind letter
of the 28th. Mamma writes me such a good report of you
both, which gives us the greatest pleasure. I hope you like
young Ernest ? This horrid Praslin tragedy ? is a squect one
cannot get out of one’s head. The Government can in no way
be accused of these murders, but there is no doubt that the
standard of morality is very low indeed, in France, and that the

1 Tord John Russell proposed that Lord Minto should be sent on a special mission to

ican. See Introductory Note for the Year, ante, p. 115. ]
thg ggzlgggsatio;eal murder inr{’aris of the Duch%s’e def‘raslm, daughter of the diploma-
o committed suicide. This event, as well as the affair

i jani, by her husband, wh
glfs%hiesbﬁgi:ﬁlinayrﬁ:;w, Iargel,y contributed to the Orleanist catastrophe of 1848, for it
was suspected that the Oourt and the police had not merely connived at, but had actually
furnished the means for, the Duke’s suicide, in order to prevent certain exposures which

would have resulted from his trial. .
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higher classcs are extremely unprincipled. This must sheke
the securtty ond prospenty of a nation In my opnion,
nothing has gone on so well since the unfortunate false move
of the Spamsh marriages, and 1 think you will admit que cela
n’a pas porté bonheur au Roi. 1 am very anxious to explam
that I was out of spirits, and, I fear, humour, when I wrote to
you last, for I Jove this place dearly, and the quet, simple and
wild hfe wo lead here, particularly, mn spite of the abominable
weather we have had, and I am not the enemy of La Chasse,
as I expressed myself—on the contrary, I am very keen about
: N To oAk et e ~tato seert all  Really,
particularly the hfe
- lcar Albert leads, he
deserves every amusement mn the world, and even about his
e i3 50 dating that I am deeply touched
by it. He is very fond of shooting, but 1t is all with the
greatest moderation Do you know that you never wished
Albert joy of his birthday *
The state of polities in Europe is very critical, and one feels
very anxions for the futnre
With my dearest Albert’s love, and mine, to my beloved
Louise. Beleve me, ever your devoted Niece, VicToria R.

Queen Victoria fo Viscount Palmerston.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 9th October 1847

‘The Queen has just received these drafts, which she has read
attentively, and thinks very proper; she only perceives one
< [ areed RS A S A

i -

prevent their losing their Crown (which God forbid)

The Queen must again observe that the drafts have since
some weeks past been sent to her after they were gone, sa that
sho can make no remark upon them. The Queen wishes to
havo copies of these drafts.

Lord Jokn Russcll to Queen Victoria,
CHESRAX PLACE, 14th Ocober 1847,

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty.
Ho has seen the Governor (Mr Morris) and Deputy-Governor
VOL IZ 5
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(Mr Prescott) of the Bank, Mr Jones Loyd 1! and Mr Newman,

Sir Charles Wood has seen many others connected with the

City, and they have both made statements to the Cabinet.
The general result is : That an unsound state of trade has

prevailed for some time.

More failures may be expected.?

The funds may fall still lower.

Any interference by Government in the way of issuing more
notes might postpone but would aggravate the distress.

The railway calls add much to the present difficulty.

No forcible interference with railways would be justifiable,
but a voluntary postponement of the execution of their Acts
might be proposed to Parliament.

It will be seen by this short summary that the persons who
by official position, practical experience, and much reflection
are most capable of giving an opinion think that little or
nothing can be done by Parliament or by Government.

It is one of those revulsions in trade which take place
periodically, increased in extent by the expansion of com-
merce, but controlled in its operation by the sound principles
of currency which have Jlately prevailed.

The Act of 1844 is generally blamed, but without tho least
The accommodation afforded by the Bank has been

reason.
The circulation of notes ap-

large, liberal, and continuous.

proaches ninsteen millions. .
Upon fully considering the difficulty of finding a person of

ability and experience to place at the head of the Poor Law
Commission, Lord John Russell has come to the conclusion
that the best course he can take is to proposc to Mr Cobden
to accept the Presidency with a seat in the Cabinet, and to
propose to the Duke of Bedford at the samo time a seat in the
Cabinet without office.

Various reasons for making this offer to Mr Cobden will
occur to your Majesty. His ability, his popularity with tho
working classes, and his knowledge of sound principles of
political economy are undoubted. Sir Robert Peel’s tribute to
him has raised him both on the Continent and in this country,
so that his presence in the Cabinet would give satisfaction to
many.

On the other hand, the landed nobility and gentry would
be glad to sec the Duke of Bedford take part in the delibera-
tions of the Government. '

With your Majesty’s permission Lord John Russell will
propose these arrangements to the Cabinet to-morrav.

1 Afterwards Lord Overstone,
2 ﬁci::“l}ndﬁbccn many faftures In London, Liverpool, and eleculiers,
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He has sent for Mr Lee! to offer lum the Bishopnic of
Manchester. Itis with great regret he states that Mr Stephen 2
is obliged from il health to retwre from zhg Co)n‘x:unl ‘Ofﬁce‘

John Russell submats the proposal to your Majesty as an honour
due to Mr Stephen’s long, able, and calumniated® pubbe
services

Lord John Russell has the honour to submit a letter of Lord
Cl den’s in to a M i of His Royal
Highness Prince Albert

Lord John Russell thinks that in the present state ot affairs,
the sbohtion of the Lord-Laentenancy must not be thought of,
and that with the exception noticed by Lord Clarendon, the
suggestions made by the Prince would be tho best measures
for adoption, when that event takes place

It is possible the Prince may not have a copy of the
Memorandurm.

Queen Victoria to Lord Jokn Russcll
WISDSOR CASTLE, 1475 Octoder 1841

The Queen has received Lord John Russell's letter, bringing
several very important subjects before her  She regrets that
the state of tho Money Market should still be 80 uncomfortable,
but js sure that the Government cannot by any imnterference
do much to mend matters, though it might easily render them
still more complicated, and make itself responsible for a erisis,
which it has 1n no way either brought on or been able to
avert,t

As to Mr Cobden’s appointment to the Poor Law Board, the
Queen thinks that he will be well quahfied for the place 1
many respects, and that it will be advantageous to the Govern-
ment and the Country that his talents should be secured to the
service of the State, but the elevation to the Cabinet directly
from Covent Garden ® strikes her as a very sudden step, cal-
culated to cause much dissati: ion in many q , and

1 Jamex Princs Lee, then Headmaster of Elnz Edward's School. Rrrcsdoetus,
P
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<

setting a dangerous example to agitators in general {for his
main reputation Mr Cobden gained as a successful agitator),
Tho Queen therefore thinks it best that Mr Cobden should
first enter the servico of tho Crown, serve as a public func-
tionary in Parliament, and be promoted subsequently to
the Cabinet, which step will then become a very natural

one.
Tho Duke of Bedford’s entrance into the Cabinet the Queen

would sco with great pleasure.

The Queen returns the Prince’s Memorandum to Lord John,
whilst she has retained Lord Clarendon’s letter upon it, which
tho Prince is anxious to keep if Lord John will allow him.
‘The Queon must agree with Lord John and Lord Clarendon
that the present moment is not a favourable one for the ex-
periment of abolishing the Lord-Lieutenancy.

Mr Stephen’s clevation to the Privy Council will be a very
proper reward for his long and faithful services. Would he not
be a proper person for one of the new Civil degrees of the

Bath 71

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 18th October 1847,

The Queen cannot resist drawing Lord John Russell’s atten-
tion to the enclosed paragraph taken from the Revue des Deux
Aondes, which gives an account of the late events in Spain.
How little honourable our line of policy appears according to
this version, which the Queen is afraid is so very plausible that
it will be received as the truth by the whole French public and
4 great part of the European public at large ! It is, no doubt,
porverted, but still the Queen must admit that our policy, and
especially Mr Bulwer’s conduct at Madrid, lays itself open to
similar construction. After the gross duplicity and immorality
which characterised the conduct of France with respect to the
Spanish marriages, though she had all the profit and we all the
loss, still we had a very strong position on the side of integrity,
morality, and honour. The Queen is afraid that the diplo-
matic intrigues and counter intrigues at Madrid have made us
lose daily more of that advantageous position without any
compensation on the other side. The Queen entreat_s Lord
John Russell not to underrate the importa{lc'e of_ keepmg.ou_r
foreign policy beyond reproach. Public_opxm_on_ls recognised
as a ruling power in our domestic aﬁau:s; it i1s not of less
importance in the society of Europe with reference to the

1 He was made a E.C.B.
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conduet of an individual state. To possess the confidence of
Europe 13 of the utmost importance to this country ~ That is
the reason why the Queen is uneasy about our dealings mn
Greece, and anxicus that we should not be msunderstood with
respect to Italy. The Queen is sorry to percewve that the
French complain of unfair dealing on our part with reference
to the negotiations 1n the River Plate! Have they sny night
to doso? Have Lord Howden’s private instructions been at
variance 1 any way with the public instructions which had
been agreed upon with the French Government * The Queen
would consider any advantage gained at the cxpense of an ally
as & loss.

Queen Victoria to Viscount Palmerston.
ISDIOR CASTLE, 241h October 1847

The Queen has perused with eagerness Mr Bulwer's accounts
of the late extraordinary events in Spain, but must confess
that she has m vain locked for an explanation of the real
motives and causes of the crisis. Has Lord Palmerston re-
ceived any private letters throwing more hight upon the
matter 1 There seems to prevail the greatest mystery about
the affair. Is the Queen reconciled with her husband t Has
she sent for um ?  Have all the accounts of her hatred for Don
Franoisco and the Queen-Mother been false 2 All these
questions are unanswered,

Tiscount Palmerston to Queen Victoria.
FORPIGN OFFICE, 30¢A October 1847,

Viscount Palmerston presents his humble duty to your
Majesty, and has many apologies to make for not having
attended your Msjesty’s Council to-day, and the more so as
his absence arose from an inadvertence which he 13 almost
ashamed to mention. But having got on horseback to ride to
the station, with his thoughts occupied with some matters
which he was thinking of, he rode hanically and in & fit of
absenco to the Nine Elms Station,? and did not recollect his
mistake till he had got there ; and although he made the best
of his way afterwards to the Paddington Station, ho could not

18 i
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, enfaged n
the Ruver Plate and Urnguay : Buenos Ayres was blockaded by the Brtish Fleet.
3 Tho former terminas of the London £04 Soath.Western Ratiwa:
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get thero in time for any train that would have taken him
early enough to Windsor.

Viscount Palmerston received this morning your Majesty’s
remarks upon his proposed drafts to Sir Hamilton Seymour,
and has modified some of the expressions in those drafts; but
thoso drafts are only private and confidential answers in his
own name to privato and confidential communications from
Sir Hamilton Seymour, and they express only his own personal
opinions, and not those of the Government.

Viscount Palmerston is sorry to say that the circumstances
lately mentioned by Sir Hamilton Seymour, coupled with the
course pursued at Lisbon almost ever sinco the successful inter-
ference of the Allied Powers, have brought Viscount Palmer-
ston to the painful convietions expressed in the sbove-men-
tioned drafts, and he feels desirous, for his own sake, to place
those convictions at least upon record in this Office. He will
be most happy to find that he is mistaken, and will most truly
and heartily rojoice if events should prove that the confidence
which your Majesty reposes in the sincerity and good faith of
the Queen of Portugal is well founded ; but in a matter of
this importance Viscount Palmerston feels that it is his bounden
duty to your Majesty not to conceal his opinions, even though
they should, as in the present case, unfortunately differ from

those which your Majesty entertains.

Queen Victoria to Viscount Palmerston.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 31st October 1847.

The Queen acknowledges Lord Palmerston’s letter of yester-
day. She can have no objections to Lord Palmerston’s putting
on record his opinion that the Queen of Portugal is leaning
to the Chartist Party, and exposing berself, her Throne and
country, to great danger by so doing; but she w9u1d much
deprecate the putting on record the grave accusation “ that
the Queen of Portugal is in a secret and perfect understanding
sith the Cabrals,” * which is really not warranted by the facts
of the case, and is likely to mislead both our Government and
the Minister at Lisbon. Since the Queen wrote yesterdqy the
Prince received a letter from the King of Portugal (whlc-h.he
sent to Lord Palmerston), and which quite explains the posmo_n
and views of the Court: we must not forget either' t.hat Sir
Hamilton Seymour acknowledges that a change of Ministry at

1 The Ministry in which Castro Cabral had been Premier, and his brother, Jos¢, Minister
of Justice, had resigned in May 1846.
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this would & fresh ) at Lisbon,
Although this would come from the Cabralists, the Queen of
Portugal very naturally may not feel inclined to run that risk
to avord a danger the existenco of which she does not see or
comprehend,

Lord Jokn Russell to Queen Victoria.
CEESHAM PLACE, 10th November 1847

Tord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
and efter reflecting on the vatious reasons m favour of, and
objections against, different Bishops for premotion to the
Archbishopric of York, he humbly submuts to your Majesty
the name of Dr Musgrave, Bishop of Hereford, to be appomnted
Archbishop of York. The Bishop of Hereford 1s & man of
sound i good jud and L babits It
is of such q to have an Archbishop of York, who
will, Wke the late Archbishop, avoid quarrels and crotchets,
and live peaceably with all men.

Should your Majesty approve, he would then submit the
name of Dr Hampden to be the new Bishop, and that of the
Bishop of Oxford! as Queen’s Almoner.

The Bishop of Oxford to Mr Anson.
16ch Focember 1847,
MY DEAR ANsoN,—I enclqse you & letter from Lord John

said it naturally, would have expressed the deepest and most
exuberant feehings of what I trust I may venture to say is not
an ungrateful heart. Ungrateful it would bo most certainly
if it did not fecl to its deepest core the uniform and great kind-
ness I have received now for so many years from Her Majesty
and from the Prince. 1 wish I could better show them my
feclings, . . .

You have read no doubt tho Times article on Dr Hampden.
T am afraid it is too true. I cannot conceive what was Dr
Hampden's recommendation, He was not & persecuted man,

1 Eazmel Wilberforce,
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for he had got a station far higher than he ever dreamed of
already ; he is not an able, or an active man, or one popular
with any party, and unless Lord John Russell wished for an
opportunity of shocking the young confidence of the Church
in him, I cannot conceive why he should have made it. I
deeply lament it. Pray let me hear of your health, if it be
only a single line (to Cuddesdon), and believe me to be, ever
your truly affectionate, S. Oxox.

Queen Victoria to Viscount Palmersion.

17tk Norember 1841,

The Queen has peen struck by the concluding passago of the
accompanying draft to Mr Bulwer. It gives an official declara-
tion of the views of England with respect to a point of the
greatest gravity and importance, and upon which the Queen
apprehends that the mind of the Cabinct is not yet made up.
The Queen herself has come to no determination upon it, and
it may involve the question of peace or war. Surely our line
of policy under future and uncertain contingencies ought not
to be pledged beforehand and in such an indirect way. The
Quesn wishes Lord Palmerston to speak to Lord John Russell
upon the subject, and to show him the draft and theso remarks

of the Queen upon it.

Viscount Palmerston to Queen Victoria,
TOREIGN OFFICE, 1748 Nerereter 18147,

Viscount Palmerston presents his humble duty to your
Majesty, and in compliance with your Majesty’s wishes he hns
omitted the wholo of the latter part of the proposed despnteh

to Mr Bulwer.

Qucen Victoria to Lord John Ruseell.

('l

The Queen has seen with surprise in the Gazefte the nppoint-
ment of Mr Corigan,t about which she must camplitin to Lord

John Russell.  Not only had her pleasure not been taken upon
it, but she had actually mentioned to Lord Speneer that whe

1 Dominie John Corizan, M., Fhiy-Ihedndivary to Her Matmtr 2 Jr-lan
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had her doubts about the true propriety of the appointment.
YLord John will always have found the Queen destrous to meet
his views with regard to all appontments and ready to hsten
to any reasons which he might adduce in favour of his recom-
mendations, but she must insist upon appointments in her
Household not being made without her previous sanction, and
least of all such as that of a Physician fo her person.

The Kwng of Prussia to Queen Viclora.
[Translation.)
25t November 1847,

+ + + Ihear wmith dehght and thankfulness that 1t has pleased
your Majesty to agree to a Conference for regulating the dread-
ful Swiss quarrels.! I took the hberty to propose my beloved
and truly armmable town of Neuchétel as the place for the
Conference, not only because its position in neutral territory
and m Switzerland herself qualifies it above every other place
for that purpose, but particularly becouse this meeting of the
Tepresentatives of the great Powers there would protect 1t and
the courageous and farthful country of Neuchatel from in-
dignities, spoliation, and all the horrors which oppress at this
moment the unfortunate and far from courageous Fribourg.
I am afraid that your Majesty has not a full appreciation of the
people end the partisans who fill Switzerland with murders
and the museries of the most abominable Civil War. Your
Majesty’s happy realms have centuries ago passed through the
“ phase ” of such horrors, and with you the state of parties has
been (es one says here) grown in bottles,? under the glorious
Constitution given by God and History, but not *made ™ ;
but there, in Switzerland, a party is becoming victorious 1!
which, notwithstanding the exercise of Christian chanity, can
only be called “Gottlos und Rechtlos™ (without Ged end
without right). For Germany, the saving of Switzerland from
the hands of the Radicals is simply a tital question. If they
aro victorious there, in Germany likewise torrents of blood will
flow; I will answer for that. The murder of Kings, Pricsts,
and Aristocrats is no empty sound with them, and Civil War
in song, wniting, word, and deed, 1s their watchword. * Toute
charité bien entend par soi-méme.” So they
begin with their own country, true to this * Christan ™ (%)
motto. If they are allowed to procecd, surely they won’

§ See Introductory Note tor the year, ante, p 115,
4 43 old wine improves by being kept in bottles.
VoL It 5%
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stop there. Thousands of emigrated malefactors wait only for
& sign (which their comrades and allies in Germany will not be
backward in giving) to pour forth beyond the German frontier.
In Germany the PEOPLE are just as little fond of them as they
were in Switzerland, but the experience of Switzerland teaches
us that that alone cannot stem their victorious march, if
circumstances are favourable to them. The German people
rely upon their Governments, and do nothing, but Govern-
ments are weakened by the modern Liberalism (the precursor
of Radicalism, as the dying of chickens precedes the Cholera)
and will have to take the consequences of their own negligence.
Notwithstanding people and princes, that godless band will
march through Germany, because, though small, it is strong
through being united and determined. All this I have pon-
dered in my head and heart (led, so to say, by the hand of
History), and that has prompted me now to propose that the
German Confederation (which en parenthése includes a popula-
tion of more than forty millions) should appear as one of the
great Powers of Europe at the settlement of the Swiss dispute,
and should be admitted as such by the other great Powers.

Would your Majesty do justice, and give PROTECTION fo this
idea ? . . . F. W.

Queen Victoria to the King of Prussia.
OSBORNE, 6th December 1847.

Since your letter was written events have followed each
other so rapidly that at this moment the war in Switzerland
may be considered as terminated ; by the capitulations of the
Cantons formerly constituting the Sonderbund, two partics,
between which a mediation of the great Powers could have
taken place, have ceased to exist, and consequently medintion
and the Conference resulting from it are in fact no longer
necessary or possible. I had proposed London as the place of
conference, but should with pleasure have waived this pro-
position to adopt tho place which you have expressed a wish
of seeing fixed for that purpose, viz. Neuchitel, and T should
have felt truly happy if by so doing I could have met your
wishes, and given further protection to tho principality against
possible aggressions on the part of the Federal Government, of
Switzerland. As matters now stand, the only complication
which might arise is that between Neuchiitel and the Diet.
I have, in anticipation of any such event, instructed Sir Strat-
ford Canning to excrt himself to his utmost to dissunde the
Diot from any plan of aggression on your territory, and ho has
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the supremacy on the Crown a foul act and the Magna Charta
of Tyranny.

The Queen is glad to hear that Lord John is quite recovered.
We are going to Windsor the day after to-morrow.

Viscount Melbourne to Queen Victoria.
BROCKET HALL, 30tk December 1847,

Lord Melbourne presents his humble duty to your Majesty.
He has received with great pleasure your Majesty’s letter of
this morning, and reciprocates with the most cordial heartiness
your Majesty’s good wishes of the season, both for your Majesty
and His Royal Highness. Lord Melbourne is pretty well in
health, perhaps rather better than he has been, but low and
depressed in spirits for a cause which has long pressed upon
his mind, but which he has never before communicated to your
Majesty. Lord Melbourne has for a long time found himself
much straitened in his pecuniary circumstances, and these
embarrassments are growing now every day more and more
urgent, so that he dreads before long that he shall be obliged
to add another to the list of failures and bankruptcies of which
therehavelately been so many. This is the true reason why Lord
Melbourne has always avoided the honour of the Garter, when
pressed upon him by his late Majesty and also by your Majesty.
Lord Melbourne knows that the expense of accepting the blue
ribbon amounts to £1000, and there has been of late years no
period at which it would not have been seriously inconvenient
to Lord Melbourne to lay down such a sum.t

1 The Queen, through the agency of Mr Anson, advanced Lord Melbourne a considerable
sum of money, which seems to have been repaid at his death. Apparently Lord Mel-
bourne’s declining health caused him to magnify his difficultics. The report which Mr
Anson made shows that he was in no sense seriously embarrassed.
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there were no means of opposing & hostde force. The Government
turnad 1ts attention to reconstructing the Militia, and ramsmg the
Income Tex for the purpose. But the outlook wes completely
changed by the French Revotution, Louis Philippe, #who had just
lost his sster and llor, Madame Adélaid puls ab-

Schleswiz was claimed as anintegral part of the German dommons,
In Italy also the Revolation, though premature, was serious. ‘The
Pope, not yet reactionary, declared war agamst Austria; the
Milanese roso agamnst Radetzky, the Austrian Governor, and King
Charles Albert of Sardinia marched to thewr assistance. A republic
was proclaimed i Vemico, but these successes_wero siterwards

an 1mmenso majority of the popular vote, : i
Tho friends of Revolution had no success in England; » very
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nnl best ta swrite at oner to her cousin Clémentine (Princess
Anzrtus of Saxe-Coburg), to convey in her name to the King
hier sincere sympathy at this melancholy event.  The King of
the Belisinns' letter hog, howover, brought back to the Queen
T first thonght of writing to the King, and she wishes to know
what Lord Jolin thinks of it. The Quesn thinks it as un-
diznifisdd na unfenling to earry on political coolness at momente
lilie these, when her own feelings of sympathy are so strong
nid w0 wincore. The Queen would certainly under other
circumstances have instantly written to the King. On the
other hand, her first lotter to her cousin (the King’s daughter)
muy bo sufticient, ax it conveys a direct message ; and there
wmy be peaple who will construe this into a political act, but
the Queen thinks that thia risk should rather be run than that
she ghould appear unfecling and forgetful of former kindness
aned intimney,

The Quesn swould be glad to havo Lord John's opinion or
this subjeet as soon as possible,

The Queen of the Belginns to Queen Vicloria.
LAEKEY, 3rd January 1543,

My pEARLY BELOVED VicToria,—I thank you most sincerely
for your kind last letter, and nll your good wishes for the New
Year, Alas! the vear endrd and began in a most painful and
Lrartrending way for us.  The loss of my good, excellent, be-
loved Aunt is an immensc misfortunc for us all, and the most
drendful blow for my poor Father. We are all broken-hearted
by this, at Inst uncxpected event. Some ycars we were uneasy
about my poor Aunt's health, and of late I had been particu-
larly alarmed by what I heard of her increasing weakness ; but
I was very far from believing that her end was so near. I was
only anxious for the winter. At least her end was peaceful.
She went to sleep and did not wake more. She died without
a struggle ; the horror of death, and the still greater pang of
the last farewell, of the last leave-taking of her beloved brother,
was spared her. I thank God for this proof of His mercy, and
hope He will keep up my Father under such a heavy affiiction.
To him the loss is irretricvable. My Aunt lived but for him ;
ono may almost say that her affection alone had kept her alive
those last yoars, and a devotion like hers—that devotion of
all instants—so complete, s0 full of self-denial—cannot, will
nover, bo replaced. A heart like hers, so true, so nobl_e, 50
warm, so loving, so devoted, is rarely seen. To us also, inde-
pendently of my Father, the loss is & dreadful one. My Aunt
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was & szcond mother for us ; we loved her and locked up to
h o D A e S

tHe only consolation he can feel at thes cruel moment, that of
being surrounded by all thoso he loves I have still so much
to do previous to our melancholy journoy that I cannot say
more to-dey. Iamsureyou willexcuseme I shall, God will-
mg, write 1n & more proper way the next time. In the mean-
while I thank God that you are unberufen all well, and,mn sorrow
or in joy, I am equally, my beloved Victoria, from the bottom
of my heart, yours most devotedly, Louise.

Lord Jokn Russcll to Queen Victoria
WODURN ASDEY, 4ih January 1848

Lord John Russell presents Ins humble duty to your Majesty,
&nd has no hesitation 1n saying that ho thinks your Majesty
will do well to follow your own kind impulso to wrnite a letter
to the King of tho French., There will be some persons, and
M. Guizot perhaps among the number, who will construe this
mto & political act ; but 1t is better to be subject to such mis-
constructions than to leave undone any ect of sympathy to
the King of the French in his soro affliction.

Should the King attempt to found upon your Majesty’s
letter any political intercourse, Lord John Russell has no
doubt that your Majesty wall explain to him that your present
prozeeding is entirely founded upon private regard, and past
recollections of intimacy, and 18 not intended as an openmg
for political correspondence.

Queen Victoria to the King of the French.
€t Dz WIXDSOR, 5 Janeler 1848,

SIRE ET 30N poN FRERE,—Je ne voulais pas suivre I'impulse
de mon ecceur, dans les premiers instants do la vive douleur
do votre Majesté, en vous dcriv 1 i t ol la
violenco de cette rude secousse peut-gtre sera un peu adoucie,
jo viens moi-méme exprimer A votro Majesté 1a part sincéze que
nous prenons, Je Prinee ot mo1, & la cruelle perte que vous venez
d’éprouver, et qui doit vous laisser un vide irréparable.
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Ayez_ la bonté:, Sire, d’offrir nos expressions de condoléance
ﬁlla, R'eme, et faisant des veeux pour le bonheur de V.M., jeme
dis, Sire et mon bon Frére, de V.M., la bonne Seur, V. R.

A S.M. le Roi des Frangais.

The King of the French to Queen Victoria.
PARIS, 8 Janvier 1848,

MADAME MA BONNE S®&UR,—Dans la profonde douleur ou
m’a plongé le coup cruel qui vient de me frapper, une des plus
douces consolations que je pusse recevoir, est la letire que votre
Majesté a eu la bonté de m’adresser, tant en son nom gu'en
celui du Prince son Epoux. L’expression de la part gue vous
prenez tous deux & mon malheur, et de I'intérét que vous
continuez & me porter, m’a vivement ému, et quelque dou-
loureuse qu’en soit I'occasion, qu’il me soit permis, Madarms, de
vous en remercier, et de dire & votre Majesté que mon cceur
et mes sentimens pour elle, sont et seront toujours les mémes
que ceux que j’étais si heureux de Lui manifester & Windsor
et au Chateau d'Eu.

Je prie votre Majesté de vouloir bien étre, auprés du Prince
son Epoux, 'interpréte de toute ma sensibilité. ILa Reine est
bien touchée de ce que votre Majesté m’a chargé de Lui té-
moigner, et je la prie de croire que je suis toujours, Meadame,

ma bonne Sceur, de votre Majesté, le bon Frére,
Louis PminiereE R.

Queen Victoria to Viscount Palmerston.
CLAREMONT, 11th January 1843.

The Queen has this morning seen a draft addressed to Lord
Cowley, in which he is desired to advise the Sultan to give
Abd-el-Xader a command in his Army-—a step which the
Queen cannot approve, not because it is not good advice to the
Porte, but because it is uncalled for on our part, and might be
considered by France as a hostile step towards her. What
would we say if the French were to advise M. Ali to give Akbar

Khan the command of his army 71!

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
CLAREMONT, 11th January 1848.

My DEAREST UNCLE,—I1 always write with pleasure to you
from this so very dear old place, where we are safely and

1 See ante, vol. i. p. 254,
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happily housed with our whole little iarpﬂy‘ Bi'n?e yesterday.
Ea R

.

balls, and you might como even sooner than you orgnally
intended. Pray do see if you could manage this. I am sure
you could. If Lowse could come, of course that would be
still better.

Albert desires me to ask you the following favour, viz. 1f
you would give us the picture that is here of Grand Uncle
Frederic (the Field-Marshal), that we might hang 1t up in
London, whero we have made a fine collection of his con-
temporaries, and we would replace 1t by a faithful copy, which
could be hung up in the frame here. Will you grant this ?

We are very desirous of getting the Woods and Forests
to build & small glags dome to the greenhouse here whereo the
palm-trees are, and (if you approved) there could be no
difficulty in getting this done ; the palm-trees are beautiful,
and will be quite stunted and spoilt if not allowed to grow.
‘We shall stay here till Monday next. With Albert's love, ever
your truly devoted Niece, Vicroria R.

The King of the Belgians to Queen Victoria,
LAPEEN, 126k Jonuary 1849,

My DEAREST VICTORIA,—A messenger of my own going to
England, I take advantage of it to write you & few words.
Your kind Jetter to the poor King was an act for which I thank
you from the bottom of my soul, because 1t made him so
happy. T was still in his rooms—rwhere the family has been
breakfasting and dining till now—when your letter arrived ;
he was o delighted with it that he Kissed +f most tendesly. I
left him tolerably well on Monday, but with rather a severe
cold. He had certainly at the end of December the Grippe,

1 Fitth danghter of George IML, born 1777, She died In May 182,
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which perhaps was the immediate cause of poor Aunt’s death,
as from over-anxiety for her beloved brother, she got up in the
night to find out how he was. His cold had been better when
he went to Dreux, then he met the procession, and walked with
1t bareheaded to the church ; this seems to have given him
a new cold. His nerves are also & good deal shalken, and this
renders him very irritable. He is much occupied about some
of the arrangements connected with poor Aunt’s fortune ; she
left her landed property to Nemours, Joinville, and Mont-
pensier, charged with the various sums she left to nearly all
the branches of her family. The King is to have, however, the
enjoyment of the whole of this fortune for his life. His great
wish would be to employ the revenues, from the whole of the
succession legacies as well as landed property, to freo the
landed property of the mortgage of the various legacies. This
will require a good many years, and I told him that it would
force him to live till it would be arranged, which will ecasily
require ten years. In France a good feeling has been shown on
this occasion. I heard from trustworthy quarters that cven
people who were known to be personally not very kind to the
King, expressed themselves most anxious for his preservation.
Whenever that sad event will take place, the reaction in
Europe will be great, as all the bad passions which are kept
down by him will then of course try to get the over hand., Tho
Queon is much affected by all this, and thinks much of her own
end. The children, including good Héléne, have all behaved
with the utmost affection to their parents, and nothing can
equal particularly good Nemours’ devotion and attention.
My beloved Child, your truly devoted Uncle, LroroLp R.

The King of the Belgians to Queen Victoria.
LAEEEN, 12th February 1848,

My DEAREST VICTORIA,—. . . From Paris the news are alarm-
ing;t the struggle of the Liberal Party leaning towards
radicalism, or in fact mercly their own promotion ; principles
are out of the question. This state of aflairs reacts in a very

lamentable way upon the well-being of the great Luropean
community. Great complaints arc made that the working
n movement had been making rapid headway in Paris, and the leader
f. Odilon Darrot, propesed Guizot’s impeachment on the ool of
1 when it wns unfortunately too late, consented to a chanee of
f a new Government proved impeuible.  ‘The Revolution
on for the King's reluctance to shed blood n defrnce
lected ; cven to the agitatons themselvi the come-

1 The Republien
of the Opposition, M
Tebruary. Louls Philippe,
Ministry, but the formation o
could have been quelled, had it not be
of the Throne to which he had been elec
pletencss of the Revolution was o surprise.
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classes ere deprived of work and at the same time political
agitation is kept up, which must have the effect of stoppmng
transactions of every deseniption. The human race 1s & sad
creation, and I trust the other planets are better orgamsed and
that wo may get there hereafter. . . . Your devoted Uncle,
Leororp R.

Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria.
DOWNING STRUET, 23rd February 1848

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
and will have the honour of waiting upon your Majesty at three
o’clock to-morrow.

Lord Normanby'’s letters from Pams give a lttle infor-
mationt

There has been some fighting in tho streets, and some appre-
hension for the night But 1t does not appear probable that
any serious danger will be incurred, with the troops in such
force in Pans.

Hereafter there may be a serious struggle between the
Government of the King, and the Republicans  But in that
caso such men as M. Od:lon Barrot will shrink from the contest.

The King of the Belgians to Queen Victoria.
LAEREY, 26th February 1843

My pEAREST VicToria,—I em very unwell in consequence
of the awful events at Parts.  How will thisend *  Poor Louise
is 1n a state of despair which is pitiful to behold. What will
soon become of us God alone knows ; great efforts will be made
to revolutionise this country ; as there are poor and wicked
peoplo in all countries it may succeed.

Against Franco we, of course, have a right to claim protection
from England and the other Powers. I can wrnite no more.
God bless you.  Ever your devoted Uncle, Leororp R.
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The Queen of the Belgians to Queen Victoria.
BRUSSELS, 27th February 1548,

My DEARLY BELOVED ViCcTORIA,—I understand by an ac-
count arrived this morning, and which seems to be correct, that
my unfortunate parents arrived in England before yesterday
evening : but I don’t know where they are. (I don't know
anything of them since the 23rd, evening !!!) But you will
surely know, and kindly forward the letter to my poor mother,
I have just received your kind letter of the 25th, but I am
unable to say more to-day. You will easily conceive my agony
and anguish. What an unbelievable clap of thunder ! I know
still nothing of what Nemours and Montpensier are become. I
rely on your interest and sympathy, and remain as ever, yours
most devotedly, Louiske.

I hear this moment with an extreme relicf that my parents
were to arrive yesterday at London, and thank God from tho
bottom of my heart for their safety ! In my agony I did not

wish for anything else.

The King of Prussia to Queen Victoria.
[T'ranslation.]
27th February 1848,

MosTt GRACIOUS QUEEN AND SISTER,—Even at this midnight
hour of the day, on the evening of which the awful news from
Paris has arrived, I venture to address these lines to your
Majesty. God has permitted events which decisively threaten
the peace of Europe. ) )

It is an attempt to * spread the principles of the Revolution
by every means throughout the whole of Europo.” Th;s
programme binds together both these individuals and their
parties. The consequences for the peace of the world are clear
and certain. If the revolutionary party carries out its pro-
gramme, ““ The sovereignty of the people,” my minor crown
will be broken, no less certainly than the mighty crowns of
your Majesty, and a fearful scourge wx:ll be laid upon the na-
tions ; a century [will follow] of rebellion, of Ia\w']?ssncss, and
The late King did not dare to write ‘‘ by the
Grace of God.” e, however, call oursclves King “ by the
Grace of God,” because it is true. Well, then, most gracious
Queen, let us now show t0 men, to the peoples threatened with
disruption and nameless misery, both that wo understand our

of godlessness.
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1 was sure, my beloved Victoria, of all you would feel for us
when you would hear of these awful events. I recerved yester-
day your two kind, warm, sympathising letters of the 25th and
26th, and thank you with all my keart for them, and for yours
and Albert's share and sympathy

Our angutsh has been undescribable.  \We have been tharty-siz
hours without any news, not knowing even if my parents and the
family were still alive or not, and what had been their fate
Death is not worse than what we endured during these horrible
hours  We don’t know yet what to think, what to believe, I
would almost say, what to wish ; we are stunned and crushed
by tho awful blow 1What has happened is unaccountable,
tncomprehensible ; it appears to us hike a fearful dream. Alas!
I fear my dear beloved father was led away by his extreme
courage, by that same courage which had made his success and
a part of his strength ; for 1t is strange to say that even those
that deplored most Ius resolution never to yteld on certain
things gave him credit for it The exaggeration of the system
of peace and resistance, or rather immobility, lost him, as that
of war lost Napoleon. Had he shunned less war on all occa-
sions, and granted in time some trifling reforms, he would have
satisfied public opimion, and would probably be still where he
was only ewght days ago, strong, beloved, and respected !
Guizot’s accession has been as fatal as his fall. and is perhaps the
first cause of our ruin, though my father cannot be blamed
for having kept him in office, as he had the majority in the
Chamber, and an overwhelmi one, Co ionally, he

s . : B 5

U N

prudent words, and the resistance (lamentable as it was) to a
Tanifestation which, in fact, the Government had a right to
provent. Tt was the Almighty’s will : we must submit. He had
decreed our loss the day He removed my beloved brother * from
this world _Had ho lived still, all this would have turned
otherwise. It has been also en mmenso misfortune that
Joinville and Aumale wers both away., They were both
popular (which poor dear mneter-to-be-sufficiently-respected
Nemours was not), energetic, courageous, and capable of turn-
inz chance in our favour. Oh?! how I long to know what is
secome of them ! I eannot live till then, and the thought of
1y unfortunate parents annihilates me ! Poor dear Joinville
ie‘d forescen and foretold almost all that has happened, and jt

“ 1 The Due d Orléans, who was killed on 13th July 1842,
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was the idea of the crisis he apprehended which made him so
unhappy to go. He repeated it to me several times six weeks
ago. Alas ! nobody would believe him, and who could believe
that in a day, almost without struggle, all would be over, and the
past, the present, the future carried away on an unaccountable
storm ! God's will be done ! He was at least merciful to my
dear Aunt, and I hope He will preserve all those dear to me !

Here everything is quiet : the horror general, and the best
feeling and spirit prevailing. There is still now nothing to
fear : but if a republic really established itself in France, it is
impossible to tell what may happen. For this reason your
Uncle thinks it right that we should remove to some place of
safety what we have of precious. If you permit I will avail
myself of the various messengers that are going now to send
under your care several boxes, which you will kindly send to
Claremont to Moor, to keep with those your Uncle already sent.
They contain your Uncle’s letters and those of my parents—
the treasure I most value in the world.

29th.—MY DEARLY BELOVED VICTORIA,—This was written
yesterday, in & moment of comparative quiet, when I thought
my parents at least safe and in security in England. Albert's
letter to your Uncle of the 27th, which arrived yesterday even-
ing, says they were not arrived yet, and I am again in the mosb
horrible agony. I had also yesterday evening details of their
flight (my father flying /! /) by Madame de Murat, Victoire’s
lady, who has gone to England, which quite distracted me.
Thank God that Nemours and Clém at least are safe / 1 am
quite unable to say more, and I hope the Duchess and Alexan-
drine will excuse me if I don’t write to them. Truly, I can’t.
1 thank you only once mors, my beloved Victoria, for all your
kindness and znterest for my unfortunate family, and trust all
the anxiety you feel for us won’t hurt you. God bless you ever,
with all those dear to you. Believe me always, my beloved
Victoria, yours most devotedly, Louise.

I send you no lefter for my mother in the present uncer-
tainty.
Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria.
CHESHAM PLACE, 29¢h February 1848.

Lord John Russell presents his humble duby to your Majesty,
and has the honour to transmit a short note from Lord
Normanby, which is very satisfactory.

Lord John Russell declared last night that your Majesty
would not interfere in the internal affairs of France. But in
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. " Y -4t - fe -ce—-w - 27 Cobden, he added
be, as 1n all times,
Both declarations
us hospitality to
. is only to be ob-

S et

- '
House ot Urleans should mnhabit one of your Majesty s palaces
in or near London.

Queen Victoria to Viscount Palmerston.
(Undated)t
The Queen hes perused the enclosed despatches and the

French Government, that of keeping intiolate the European
Treaties should bo brought in in some way. In the paper No.
2, the expression * most cordial friendship ™ strikes the Queen
as rather too strong. Wo have just had sad experience of
cordial understandings. * Friendly relations ** might do better
or tho whole sentence might run thus: *“ that not peace only
but cordial friendship with France had becn at all times [instead
of *is one of the,” etc.] one of the first wishes of the British
Government, and that this will remain,” ete., etc., ete.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
BUCKINGEAM PALACE, 1t March 1845,

My pEAREST UNCLE,—Every hour seems to bring fresh news
and events  Victoire and her children and Montpensier are at
Jerscy, and are expected to arrive to-morrow. About the King
and Queen, we still know nothing, but we have some clue, and
think ke may be somewhere on the coast, or even in England.
Wo do everything we can for the poor dear Family, who are
indeed most dreadfully to be pitied; but you will naturally
understand that we cannot malke cause commune with them and
cannot take a hostile position opposite to the new state of things
in France ; we leave them alone, but if a Government which
haa the approbation of the country be formed, we shall feel it
necessary to recognise it, in order to pin them down to maintain

1 Apparently witten st the end of February.
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pence and the existing Treaties, which is of great importance.
It will not be pleasant for us to do this, but the public good and
the peaco of Europe go before one’s feelings.  God knows what
one feels towards the French. I trust, dear Uncle, that you will
maintain the fine and independent position you are now in.
which is so gratifying to us, and I am sure you will feel that.
much as we all must sympathise with our poor French re-
lations, you should not for that quarrel with the existing state
of things, which however is very uncertain. There were fresh
reports of great confusion at Paris, which is sure to happen.
All our poor relations have gone through is worthy only of a
dreadful romance, and poor Clém behaves beautifully, courage-
ously, and calmly, and is full of resignation : but she can get no
sleep, poor thing—and hears the horrid cries and sees those
ficnd-like faces beforo her ! The children are very happy with
ours, but very unmanageable. I saw the Duchesse de Mont-
pensier to-day.

Now, with every wish for all going on well, believe me ever,
vour devoted Niece, Vicroria R.

Mr Featherstonhaugh! to Viscount Palmerston.
HAVRE, 3rd March 1848,

My pEAR Lonrp ParyerstoN,—It was a hair-trigger affair
altogether, but thanks be to God everything has gone off
admirably. T was obliged to abandon the plan of trusting the
King in a fishing-boat from Trouville. The weather was very
stormy ; had he attempted to find the steamer, he might have
failed, for the sea was in a furious state and the wind ahead.
There was also the danger of the fishing-boat being lost, &
contingency the very idea of which made me miserable.

I therefore abandoned the plan altogether, and after much
and careful reflection determined to execute one more within
my control, and the boldness of. which, though trying to the
nerves, was its very essence for success. It was to bring the
King and Queen into Havre itself before anybody could suspect
such a dangerous intention, and have everything ready for
their embarkation to a minute. To carry out the plan, I
wanted vigilant, intelligent, and firm agents, and I found them
as it turned out. It was known to me that the lower classes
suspected it was M. Guizot concealed at Trouville, and as some
sinister occurrence might reasonably be expected there, I sent
a faithful person into Calvados. It was high time. The mob

1 British Consul at Havre. This letter was submitted to the Queen by Lord Palmerston.
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had assembled at the place where the King was, who had to
shp out at the back door and walk two leagues on foot. At
length he reached a small cottage belonging to a gardener at
Honfleur, where the Queen was. This was half-past six o’clock

a4 14r 43 1L depelided UPoON Lhem. 1 now iustructed Laptain
Peul to be ready at balf-past seven P.u., when it would be dark,
to have lus water hot, ready to get up steam; to have only a
rope moored to the quay with an anchor astern; to expect
me with a party a little before eight P.ar., and as soon as I had
got on board with my party and told him to push off, he was
to let. me go on shore, cut his rope and cable, get into the middle
of the Basin, up with his steam and j1b and push for England.
Not a word was to be spoken on board.

To get the King here from Honfleur the following method

& quarter before five £.M. to Honfleur.  From the landing-place
1t 18 three-quarters of a mile to the place where the King and
Queen wero concealed.  The ferry-boat was to leave Honfleur
for Havre & quarter before seven oclock. I had given M.
Bresson a passport for Mr and Mrs Smith, and with ths pass-
port the King was to walk to the landing-place, where he was
to be met by my Vice-Consul and be governed by hm.

If the gens d’armes disputed his passport Mr Jones was to
~vouch for its regularity, and say that he was sent by mo to
conduct Mr Smith to Havre, who was my Uncle. M DBresson
was to follow with tho Queen, and the rest of the suite were to
come to the ferry-boat one after another, but none of the party
were to know each other. The ferry-boat was to arrmve in
Hu\‘?o about half-past seven, and I was to do therest. A w!
ot ot e Sr e vt R

the town that I had scen a written statement from an official
person that the King had reached England in a fishing-boat
from tho netghbourhood of Tréport, and then got some persons
whom I could rely upon, sons of my tradesmen here who are in
the National Guard, to bo near the steamer that was to receive
the King, to give mo their assistance if it should be necessary,
on sccount of the turbulence of the crowd, to cmbark some
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o'clock the King, the Queen, and General Dumas came to the
ferry-boat which plies between Honfleur and Havre, and were
met by the Vice-Consul, who treated the King as uncle of the
Consul.  On landing at Havre the King walked straight down
to the Express Packet, which was lying ready ; the Queen went
scparately, and after making a slight round through the streets
of Havre embarked also ; the Packet then immediately started,
and went into Newhaven in preference to any other port,
because no Packets start from thence for the French coast.
General Dumas says that the whole party were unprovided with
anything but the clothes they wore, and he was going to the
King’s banker to provide funds to enable him to come to town,
and said that the Kingbegged him to apologise for his not having
at once written to your Majesty to thank your Majesty for the
great interest which your Majesty has taken in his safety, and
for the assistance which he has received for his escape, but that
lie would do so this evening.

General Dumas said that the King’s present intention is to
remain in England in the strictest 7ncognito, and that he and the
Queen will assume the title of Count and Countess of Neuilly.

Viscount Palmerston explained to General Dumas that your
Majesty has made arrangements for the King’s reception at
Claremont, and that your Majesty intended to send down an
officer of your Majesty’s Household to communicate with the
King.

G%ncra] Dumas said that the King would most gratefully
avail himself of the arrangement as to Claremont, but that
under all circumstances, and as the Xing wished to remain m
entire privacy, he thought it would be better that no person
from your Majesty’s Household should go down to the King 8¢
Newhaven, and that he was sure the King would rather find his
own way from the railwey station at London Bridge to Clare-
mont than attract attention by being met at the station by
any of your Majesty’s carriages.

The King would remain to-night at Newhaven, and would
come up to-morrow morning. General Dumas said that'the
King and the Queen had gone through much personal fatigu¢
and mental anxiety, but are both well in health. The General
was going to Count Jarnac before he returned to Newhaven.

The King of the French to Queen Victoria.
NEWHAVEN, SUSSEX, 3¢me Afars 1848.
MADAME,—Aprés avoir rendu grices & Dieu, mon premier
devoir est d’offrir &4 votre Majesté 'hommage de ma reconnals-
sance pour la généreuse assistance qu’elle nous a donnée, & mol
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il a toujours précieusement conservé le souvenir.

On me presse tellement pour ne pas manquer le train qui
emporters ma lettre que j’at & peme le temps de prier votre
Majesté d’étre mon interpréte auprés du Prince votre auguste
Epoux.

r}\[a femme, accablée de fatigue par Ia vie que nous venons de
mener depuis dix jours ! écrira un peu plus tard & votre Majesté.
Tout ce qu'ello a pu faire, est de tracer quelques mots pour
notro bien aimée Lowse que je recornmande & votre bonté.
On me presso encore, Madame, jo ne puis que me souscriro avec
mon viell attachement pour vous, de votre Blajesté, trés
affectionnd, Louis PeILierE.

The Queen of the French to Queen Victoria.
NEWIAVEN, Sime Mars 1848
MapaME,—A peine arrivés dans cette contrée hospitaliére
aprés 9 jours d’une cruelle agonie, mon premier sentiment,
aprés avoir béni la Divine Providence, ¢’est de remercier, du
fond de mon cceur, votre Majestd, pour les facilités quelle a

hian ki nne danmas maose sanie A, SO

Y ' . i

auront trouvé aussi un sppui dans le cieur généreux de votre
Majesté, et qu'ils auront été également sauvés comms leur
admurable Pére, mon prermer trésor. Quo Dieu vous bénisse,
Madame, ainsi que le Prince Albert et vos enfants, et vous
préserve de malheurs pareils aux nétres, ¢’est le veeu lo plus
sincéro de celle qui so dit, Madame, de votro Majest, la toute
dévoude, MARIE AMELIE.

Lord Jokn Bussell to Queen Victoria.
Iouse ar COXONS, 3rd Marck 1813,
Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majeaty :

1113 has read with deep interest the affecting letter of thoe fallen
King.

VoL. 1t 3
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After the vicissitudes of a long life, it may bo no irremediable
calam_xty if a Prince of great powers of mind and warm domestic
affections is permitted by Providence to end his days in peace
and tranquillity.

Of course all enmity to his projects as a IKing ceases with his
deposition.

M. Guizot came to London from Dover at half-past six.

Queen Victoria to the King of the French.
PALAIS DE BUCKINGHAM, 3¢me Mars 1848.

SirE ET MON cHER FRERE,—C’était une consolation bien
vive pour moi de recevoir la bonne lettre de votre Majesté qui
m’a bien touchée. Nous avons tous été dans de vives inquié-
tudes pour vous, pour la Reine et toute la famille, et nous re-
mercions la Providence pour que vous soyez arrivés en siireté
sur le sol d’Angleterre, et nous sommes bien heureux do savoir
que vous étes ici loin de tous ces dangers qui vous ont récom-
ment menacés. Votre Majesté croira combien ces derniers
affreux événements si inattendus nous ont péniblement agités.
I1 nous tarde de savoir que vos santés n’ont pas été altérées
par ces derniers jours d'inquiétude et de fatigue. Albert me
charge d’offrir les hommages & votre Majesté, et jo vous prie
de déposer les nétres aux pieds de la Reine, & qui je compto
répondre demain. Je me dis, Sire et mon bon Frére, do votro
Majesté, la bien affectionnée Sceur, Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to the Queen of the French.
PALAIS DR BUCKINGHAM, 4eme JMars 1848,

Mapame,—Votre Majesté aura excusé que jo ne vous ai pas
de suite remercié de votre bonne et aimable Iettro do hier. C'est
des fonds de mon cceur que je me réjouis do vous savoir en
stireté & Claremont avec le Roi. Mes pensées étaient auprés
de votre Majesté pendant tous ces affrcux jours, et jo frémis
en pensant & tout co que vous avez souffert de corps ob
d’ame.

Albert sera le Porteur de ces lignes ; j'aurais été si heurcuso
de P’accompagner pour vous voir, mais je n'ose plus quitter
Londres. ) . .

Avee lexpression do Paffection et do I'estime, jo mo dis

toujours, Madame, de votre Majesté, Ja bien affectionnée
Sceur, Vicronia R.
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Viscount Palmerston to Queen Victoria.
CARLTON GARDENS, 5iA March 1843

Viscount Palmerston presents his humble duty to your
Mejesty, and cannat see that there could be any objection to the
King and Queen of the French coming to town to visit your
Majesty, and indeed, on the contrary, 1t would seem under
gll the circumstances of the csse natural that they should be
anxious to see your Majesty, and that your Mejesty should
be desirous of receiving them.

Viscount Palmerston was sure that your Majesty would read
with interest Mr Featherstonhaugh's account of the manner in
which he managed the escape of the King and Queen of the
French. It is like one of Walter Scott’s best tales, and the

and the ion of them do great credit to
Mr Featherstonhaugh, who will be highly gratified to learn,
as Viscount Palmerston propeses to inform him, that your
Majesty has approved his conduct. Mr Featherstonhaugh
has also probably rendered & good service to the Provisionsl
Government, who would have been much embarrassed if their
Commissioner had arrested the King and Queen.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
BICAINGEAM PALACE, Tth Mareh 1842,

My pEarEsT Uncre,—Albert has wnitten to you so con-
stantly that I have little to add ; he just tells me this is not
quite true. However, thero is nothing very new except that
we have seen the King and Queen; Albert went down to
Claremont to seo them on Saturday, and yesterday they came
here with Montpensier. They both look very abattus, and the
poor Queen cried much in thinking of what she had gone
through—and what dangers the King had incurred ; in short,
humbled poor people they looked. Dearest Vic ¥ saw on
Sunday ; she has also gono through much, and is so dear and
good and gentle. Sho looked wonderfully well considering.
They are still tery much in want of means, and live on & very
reduced scale,

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
Broxrscaay PALICE, 118 Lareh 1842,

My praresr Uxcre.—I profit by the departure of Andrewa
10 %Tito to you a few lines, and to wish you joy of the continued
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satisfactory behaviour of my friends, the good Belgians ;
fervently do I hope and really trust all will go on well; but
what an extraordinary state of things everywhere! “Je¢ ne
sais plus ow je suis,” and I fancy really that we have gone back
into the old century. But I also feel one must not be nervous
or alarmed at these moments, but be of good cheer, and muster
up courage to meet all the difficulties.

Our little riots are mere nothing, and the feeling here is
good. . . . Whatis your opinion as to the late events at Paris ?
Do you not think the King ought to have retired to Vincennes
or somewhere elss a day or two before, and put himself at the
head of the army ? Qught not Montpensier at least to have
gone to Vincennes ? I know Clém even thinks this—as also
that one ought to have foreseen, and ought to have managed
things better. Certainly at the very last, if they had not gone,
they would all have been massacred ; and I think they wero
quite right, and in short could not avoid going as quickly as
they could ; but there is an impression they fled too quickly.
Still the recollection of Louis XVI. . . . is enough to justify
all, and everybody will admit that; but the Princes, they
think, ought to have remained. What do you think of all
this ? I think the blunders were all on the last three or four
days—and on the last day, but were no longer to be avoided
at last ; there seemed a fatality, and all was lost. Poor
Nemours did his best till he could no longer get to the troops.
People here also abuse him for letting Victoire go alone—but
he remained to do his duty ; a little more empressement on her
arrival here I would have wished. Albert told you all about
the Montpensiers’ journey. It would do the King irreparable
mischief if they went now to Spain ; the feeling of anger would
all return. Poor people ! they are all in a sad state of want

at present.
I must conclude. Hoping to hear from you, and to have
your opinion. Ever your devoted Nicce, Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to Viscount Melbourne.
BUCKINGUAM PALACE, 16¢4 Mareh 18143,

The Queen cannot let this day pass without offering Lord
Melbourne hers and the Prince’s best wishes for many happy
returns of it in health and strength.

Lord Melbourne will agrec with the Queen that the Inst three
weeks have brought back the times of the last century, and we
are in tho midst of troubles abroad. The Revolution in France
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is & sad and alarming thing. . . . The poor King and his
Government made many mistakes within the last two years,
and wers obstinate and totally blind at the last till flight was
inevitable. But for sirteen years he did 8 great deal to main-
tain peace, and mado France prosperous, which should nof be
forgotten . .. Lord Melbourne’s kind heart will grieve to
think of the real want the poor King end Queen are m, their
dinner-table containing barely enough to eat. And the poor
Nomours hsrdly know which way to turn. If the private
property be not restored God only knows what is to become
of these distinguished young Princes and their Iittle children.
What will be their arenir 7~ 1t breaks one's heart to think of

bo shocked ‘at the complete ruin of the family. Has he seen
or heard from his old friend Madsme de Montjoye, who 15 here
with the Queen of tho French 2 'The poor dear Queen of the
Belgians 1s quite broken-hearted, but, thenk God, Belgium
goes on admirably, In Germany also there are everywhere
(Ihsturbunca, but the good Germans are at bottom very
oyal. . . .

. The state of Paris is very gloomy ; the rabble armed—

WISHES LU Ue kUL remembered 1 Lord Meiboutne.

The Emperor of Russia to Queen Victoria.

72 Mars

3 derd
MapavME MA SeUR,—Veullez me permcttre, Madame,

d'offrir & votre Majesté mes sincéres félicitations de son

heureuse délivranced Puisse lo bon Dieu conserver votre

:\Injm!é et toute son auguste famille, e’est mon veen de tous

BT PETERSETR, le

1848,

portée des hommes, et jo suis fier et heurcux de ce que votre
noblo ceeur me comprendra.  En jettant les yeux sur ce qui so

1 The Pricceas Louise was born on 18th March,
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passe, peut-étre votre Majesté accordera-t-elle un souvenir &
co quo j'eus I'honneur de lui prédire, assis & table prés d’elle ;
depuis, 4 années & peine se sont écouldes, et que reste-t-l
oncore debout en Europe ? La Grande-Bretagne et la Russie !

Ne serait-il pas naturel d’en conclure que notre union intime
est appclée peut-étre & sauver le monde ? Excusez, Madame,
cet épanchement d’un ceeur qui vous est dévoud et qui a pris
I'habitude de souvenir & vous.

J’ose avec une entiére confiance compter sur I'amitié de
votre Majesté, et la prie de recevoir 'assurance de I'inviolable
attachement avec lequel je suis, Madame, de votre Majesté, lo
tout dévousé et fidéle bon ¥Frére et Ami, Nicoras.

Veuillez, Madame, me rappeler au souvenir de son Altesse
Royale Monsieur le Prince Albert.

The King of the Belgians to Queen Victoria.
BRUSSELS, 25th March 1848,

My pEAREST VIicTORIA,— . . . England seems quiet, and
even the attempt in Ireland seems to have passed over. Bub
Germany is in an awful state, beyond what I ever should have
thought possible in that country, and with such a good nation.
For years, however, all sorts of people had been stirring them
up, and half measures, seeming dishonest, of the Sovereigns
have done harm. Curious enough that I, who in fact was
desirous of retiring from politics, should be on the Continent
the only Sovereign who stood the storm, though I am at ten
hours’ distance from Paris. I trust we shall be able to go on
with our money matters to enable us to keep up ; our working
clagses are at this moment what occupies us most, and much
has been done, and our Banks, which were much threatened,
are now safe,

We work hard, and with these few days I suffered a little,
but I am better to-day. Louise is tolerably well ; the poor
children sre attentive and amiable. Poor things! their
existence is a good deal on the cards, and fortunes, private
and public, are in equal danger. )

Now I will leave you that you should not be tired. Ever,
my beloved child, your devoted Uncle, Leororp R.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 4th April 1848,
My Drargsr UncLE,—1L have to thank you for three most
kind letters, of the 18th and 25th March, and of the Ist. Thank



1848} THE CHARTIST DEMONSTRATION 167

God, I am particularly strong and well in every possible respect,
which is a blessing in these awful, sad, heart-brealing tumes.
From the first I heard all that passed, and my only thoughts
and talk were—Poltics; but I never was calmer and
quicter or less nervons Great events make me quiet and
enlm, and httle trifles fidget me ond aritate my nerves
But I jeel grown old and scrwus, and the future i1s very
dark. God, however, will come to help and protect us,
and we must keep up our spints. Germany makes me
so sad; on the other hand, Belgium 13 a real pride and
heppiness,

We saw_your poor father and mother-in-law with the
Nemours, Joinville, and Aumale yesterday  Stll a dream
to see them thus, herc/ Thoy are well in heslth, and
the young people’s conduct most praweworthy , really the
thres Princesses are astonishing, and a beautiful Jesson
to overy one They are s0 much admured and respected
for 1t, My beloved Vie, with her lovely face, is perfection,
and so cheerful. She often comes to sce me, and this 13
& great pleasure to me, if only it was not caused by such
misfortunes

Now good-bye. With fervent prayers for the continuation
of your present most flourishing position, sver your devoted
Niece, Vicronia R,

Lord Jokn Russell to the Prince Albert
CHESTLAM PLaCE, 90 Apeil 1848

Sm,~—~The Cabinet have had the aswistance of the Duke of
Wellington in framing their plans for to-morrow.

Colonel Rowan? advised that the procession should be
formed, and allowed to come as far as the bridge they may
choose to pass, dnd should thero be stopped. He thinks this
is the only way to avoid a fight. II, however, the Chartists
{ire and draw their swords and use their daggers, the Military
870 to be called out.

I‘b have no doubt of their easy triumph over 8 London
mob.

But any loss of hife will cause a deep and rankling resentroe=:.
1 trust, for thia and e\ ery reason, that all may pass off quir’y,
I havoe the honour to be, your Royal Highness's most olaelnrs
Servant, J. Roserze.

t CUet Commisoner of Tohce, afterwards slr 0. R CY T4
foecting tad been fxed for the 108 Sir . Rowan, ELE D it
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The Prince Albert to Lord John Russell.
OSBORNE, 10th April 184S,

My pEAR Lorp Jorn,—To-day the strength of the Chartists
and all ev1l-.d1sposed people in the country will be brought to
the test against the force of the law, the Government, and the
good sense of the country. I don’t feel doubtful for & moment
who will be found the stronger, but should be exceedingly
mortified if anything like a commotion was to take place, as it
would shake that confidence which the whole of Europe reposes
in our stab@ity at this moment, and upon which will depend
the prosperity of the country. I have enquired a good deal
into the state of employment about London, and I find, to my
great regret, that the number of workmen of all trades out of
employment is very large, and that it has been increased by the
reduction of all the works under Government, owing to the
clamour for economy in the House of Commons. Several
hundred workmen have been discharged at Westminster
Palace ; at Buckingham Palace much fewer hands are em-
ployed than are really wanted ; the formation of Battersea
Park has been suspended, etc., etc. Surely this is not the
moment for the tax-payers to economise upon the working
classes ! And though I don’t wish our Government to follow
Louis Blanc in his system of organisation du travail,t I think
the Government is bound to do what it can to help the working
classes over the present moment of distress. It may do this
consistently with real economy in its own works, whilst the
reductions on the part of the Government are followed by all
private individuals as a sign of the times. I have before this
spoken to Lord Morpeth 2 upon this subject, but I wish to bring
it specially under your consideration at the present moment.
Ever yours truly, ALBERT.

Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria.
DOWNING STREET, 10th April 1848.
(2 r)

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
and has the honour to state that the Kennington Common

Meeting has proved a complete failure.
About 12,000 or 15,000 persons met in good order. Feargus

1 Alluding to the Ateliers Nattonauz, to be established under the guidance of a Councl!

of Administration.
2 Chief Commissioner of Woods and Forests.
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Q'Connar, upon arriving upon the ground in & car, was ordered
by Mr Mayne! to come and speak to hun  He immediately
left the car snd came, looking pale and frightened, to Mr
Mayne. Upon bemng told that the meeting would not be
P! d, but that no p would be allowed to pass the
bridges, he expressed the utmost thanks, end begged to sheke
Mr Mayne by the hand. He then addressed the crowd, ad-
vising them to disperse, and after rebuking them for therr folly
he went off in & cab to the Homo Office, where he repeated to
Sie George Gre- ¥'- *b-wtn Y-8 om 70 N
the crowd sho

had done very

not be duunished.,

Mr F. O’Connor—** Not a man should be taken away. The
Government have been quite right. I told the Convention
that if they had been the Government they never would have
allowed such a meeting.”

The last account gave the numbers as about 5,000 rapdly
dispersing.

The mob was in good humonr, and any mischief that now
takes placo will be the act of individuals ; but 1t 15 to be hoped
the preparations made will dannt those wicked but not brave
men.

The accounts from the country are good.  Scotland is quiet.
At Manchester, however, the Chartists are armed, and have
bad designs.

A quiet termination of the present ferment will greatly raise
us in foreign countries.

Lord John Russell trusts your Majesty has profited by the
sea sir.

Lord John Russell to Queen Vvietoria.
CRESIAY Pracy, 156 4pril 1848

. Lord John Russell has a lctter from Lord Clarendon to-day
in better spirits, but somewhat fearing an ontbreak in Dubhn
to-night. Ho speaks confidently of the disposition of the
troops,

Lord John Russell cannot wonder that your Majesty has felt
deeply tho events of the last six weeks. The King of the
French has brought upon hws own farmly, upon Franee, end
upon Europo a great calamity. A moderate and constitutional
Government at home, coupled with an abstinenco from am-

3 3t Richard Mayne, Commistoner of Follce, created & K.C.B. fn 1831,
VoL 1t G*
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bitious projects for his family abroad, might have laid the
foundation of permanent peace, order, and freedom in Europe.
Selfishness and cunning have destroyed that which honesty
and wisdom might have maintained. It is impossible not to
pity the innocent victims of the misconduct of Louis Philippe.
Still less can one refrain {rom regarding with dread the fearful
state of Germany, of her princes, her nobles, and her tempest-
tossed people.

The example of Great Britain, may, however, secure an
interval of reflection for Europe. The next six months will be
very trying, but they may end with better prospects than we
can now behold. It was impossible that the exclusion of free
speaking and writing which formed the essence of Prince
Metternich’s system could continue. It might have been
reformed quietly ; it has fallen with a crash which spreads ruin
and death around.

Lady John is deeply grateful for the congratulations of your
Majesty and the Prince.! She is going on well to-day.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
OSBORNE, 16th April 1848,

The Queen has received Lord John Russell’s letter. The
state of Ireland is most alarming and most anxious ; altogether,
there is so much inflammable matter all around us that 1t
makes one tremble. Still, the events of Monday must have &
calming and salutary effect. Lord John Russell’s remarks
about REurope, and the unfortunate and calamitous policy
of the Government of the poor King of the French are most
true. But is he not even most to be pitied for being the cause
of such misery ? (Though perhaps he does not attribute it to
himself), for, to see all his hopes thus destroyed, his pride
humbled, his children—whom he loves dearly-—ruined—is not
this enough to make a man wretched ? and indeed much to })e
pitied ; for he cannot feel ke could not have prevented all this.
Still Guizot is more to blame ; ke was the responsible adviser
of all this policy : he is no Bourbon, and he ought to have
behaved differently. Had the poor King died in 1844 after
he came here, and before that most unfortunate Spanish
marriages question was started, he would have deservedly
gone down to posterity as a great monarch. Now, what will
e his name in history ? His fate is a great moral /

With regard to Germany, Prince Metternich is the cause of

1 On the birth of a second son.
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half the misfortune. His advice was taken by almost all the
sovereigns of that country, and it has kept them from doing
in time what has now been torn from them with the loss of
many nights which they need not have sacrificed. We heard
yesterday that the Archduke John! had arnived st Frankfort,
This is a wiso_measure, and may do much good and pre-
vent much evil, 88 he 13 & populer and most distingwshed
prince. . . .«

Queen Victoria to Viscount Palmerston.
Osporse, 17t dpnl 1819

The Queen not having heard anything from Lord Palmerston
respecting foreign affars for so long a time, and as he must be
in constant communication with the Foreign Minsters m these
most eventful and anxious times, writes to urge [ord Palmer-
ston to keep her informed of what he hears, and of the views of
the Government on the important questions before us,

She now only gets the Drafts when they are gone

The acceptance of the mediation between Denmark and
Holstein 19 too important an cvent not to have been first
submitted to the Queen.

Viscount Palmerston fo Queen Victoria.
CARLTON GARDENS, 18th Apri 1848,
Viscount DPalmerston presents his humble duty to your
Msjesty, and regrets much that he has not lately had an

on any morning and at any hour your Majesty might be
pleased to appoint
Althougl events of the greatest importance have been
passing in rapid succession in almost every part of Europe, the
position of your Majesty’s Government has been one rather of
observation than of action, it being desirable that England
should heep herself ns troc as possible from unnecessary
and ent. s, in order that your Magesty
may be at liberty to !uLe such decisions as the state of things
may from time to timo appear to render most advisable.

1 Uncle ot the Emperor (Ferdinsn 1 L) of duatrls, born 1782,
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Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
BARTON, ISth April 1818,

Dearest UwcLE,~—Detained here by a heavy shower of
rain, I begin my letter to you and thank you warmly for
your dear and kind letter of the 15th, which I received
yesterday.

Truly proud and delighted are we at the conduct of the
Belgians,! and at their loyalty and affection for you and yours,
which I am sure must be & reward for all that you have dono
these seventeen years. I must beg to say that you are wrong
in supposing that no mention is made of what took place on
the 9th in our papers; on the contrary, it has been most
gratifyingly mentioned in the Times, Chronicle, John Bull, etc.
You are held up as a pattern to the German Sovereigns, and tho
Belgians as a pattern to the German people.

In France, really things go on dreadfully. . . . One does not
like to attack those who are fallen, but the poor King, Lonis
Philippe, has brought much of this on by that ill-fated return
to a Bourbon Policy. 1 always think he ought not to have
abdicated ; every one seems to think he might have stemmed
the torrent then still.  On the other hand, Joinville says it was
sure to happen, for that the French want constant change,
and were quite tired of the present Government. Qu’en dilcs-
vous # How is poor, dear Louise ? I hope her spirits are
better.

Qur weather is terribly rainy, though very fine between.
We have got nightingales in the pleasure ground, and in the
wood down near the sea. We are all extremely well, and
expect the Prince of Prussia here to-day for twvo nights. Ever
vour devoted and attached Niece, Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to Viscount Palmerston.
OSnoRsE, 1st May 1818,

The Queen has this morning reccived Lord Palmerston’s
letter.? She cannot see any reason for deviating from the
established rules, and inviting to Court Frenchmen who aro
not recognised in their official capacity, and have no natural

1 A party of French Republicans entered Belglum with tho intention of excitiny an

insurrection ; the atfempt signally failed.

2 M, de Tallenay had arrived in London with a fetter from M. Tamartine, accrediting
him as provisional eharge daffaires of the French Government, and Jord Palmerston had
sugrested to the Queen that etiquette would not be violated by inviting him to a Court

Ball.
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representatives to present them as private individuals. Asan
invitation cannot be claimed by them, the omission of it ought
not to lead to sny misrepresentation ; whilst the contrary,
under the fiction of their being private individuals, might lead
t0 misconstruction and to most inconvement precedents.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 9th May 1848

My pEAREST Uncre,—Many thanks for your very kind letter
of the 6th. How delightiul it is to hear such good accounts of
Belnium! If only dear Germany gets might and af all our
interests (those of the smaller Sovereigns) are not sacrifiedt I
cannot say how it distresses and vexes me, and comme je 'ai @
cxur. My good and dear Albert is much worried and works
very hard . . .

¥ had a curious nccount of the opening of the Assemblée from
Lady Normanbyl No real enthusi; dreadiul
and the Blouses taking part in everything, and stopping the
Speakers if they did not please them. The opinion 1s that it
cannot last.

I enclose another letter from Lady Normanby, with an
account of the poor Twleries, which is very curious end sad ;
but the respect shown for poor Chartres is very touching, and
might interest poor dear Louise, 1f you think fit to show 1t her.
But why show such hatred to poor Nemours and to the Queen ?
Montpensier’s marriage may causo kis unpopularity, possibly.
I shall beg to have the letter back.

1 must conclude, as we ero going to pay & visit at Claremont
this afternoon. Ever your truly devoted Child and Niece,

Vicroria R.

Qucen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
Broxrvomas TALACE, 164 May 1843,
My peEAnrest Uncrr,—I have just heard the news of the
cxtrnox@inury confusion at Paris, which must cnd in a Blutbad.
Lamartino has quite lost all influence by yielding to and sup-
porting Ledru Rollin!? It scems inoxpheablet In Germany,
4 The Natlonal Assembly commenced §
ance was abolished, and the Republic prociaimed in the nrrecnce of 305,000 citizens.
¥ La: Tiollia embers of the Pro

sequeatly of the Executive Committse The rach, holding that the proins of gereral
fmrlovment bad been broken, favaded tho dsoembly ey masse, aad stiempled a coaster:
ution.
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too, everything looks most anxious, and I tremble for the result
of the Parliament at Frankfort.! I am so anxious for the fate
of the poor smaller Sovereigns, which it would be infamous to
sacrifice. I feel it much more than Albert, as it would break
my heart to see Coburg reduced.

Many thanks for your kind and dear letter of the 13th.
Thank God ! that with you everything goes on so well. I will
take care and let Lord Normanby know your kind expressions.
The visit to old Claremont was a touching one, and it seemed
an incomprehensible dream to see them all there. They bear
up wonderfully. Nothing can be kinder than the Queen-
Dowager’s behaviour towards them all. The poor Duchess of
Gloster is again in one of her nervous states, and gave us &
dreadful fright at the Christening by quite forgetting where
she was, and coming and kneeling at my feet in the midst of
the service. Imagine our horror !

I mustnow conclude. The weather is beautiful, but too hot
for me. Ever your devoted Niece, Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to Viscount Palmerston.
(Xo date)

The Queen has carefully perused the enclosed papers, and
wishes to have a copy of Baron Hummelauer’s 2 note sent to
her to keep.

The basis laid down in it is quite inadmissible, and the Queen
was struck by the light way in which the claims of the Dukes
of Parma and Modena are spoken of (as disposed of by the
events), whilst their position and that of Austria are in every
respect identical® The Queen thinks ILord Palmerston’s
proposition the one which is the most equitable, still likely
to be attained, but it does not go far enough; the position
which Austria means to take ¢n Ifaly with her Italian province
ought to be explained, and a declaration be made that Austria
will, with this province, join any Italian league which the other
states of Italy may wish to establish. This will be useful to
Ttaly, and much facilitate the acceptance of the Austrian
proposal, as the Queen feels convinced that as soon as the
war shall be terminated, the question of the political con-

1 Out of the revolutionary movement in Germany had grown their National Assembly,
which after a preliminary session as a_Vor-Parlament, was to reassemble on 18th May.

3 The Austrian Government, in its efforts to maintain its ascendency in Lombardy, had
sent Baron Hummelauer to negotiate with Lord Palmerston.

3 The Dukes had both been driven from their dominions, while the King (Charles
Albert) of Sardinia threw in his lot with the cause of United Italy as against Austris,

which ‘then ruled Lombardy.
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stitution of Italy (as a whole) will have to be decided.
Why Charles Albert ought to get any additional territory
the Queen cannot in the least sece. She thinks it will
be better to proceced at once upon the revised Austrian
proposal, than to wait for Italian propositions, wiich are
sure to be ridiculously extravagant, -

Qucen Victoria to Viscount Palmerston
OSEORNE, 23rd May 1818,

Tho Queen has received Lord Palmerston’s letter respecting
Spain and Italy this morning. The sending away of Sir H.
Bulwer! is a serious affarr, which will add to our many em-
borrassments ; the Queen 13, however, not surprised at it,
from the tenor of the last accounts from Madrid, and from the
facs that Sir H. Bulwer hes for the last three years almost been

M Ot ate e AR

gave us to understand that he had to choose between a * re-
volation and a palace intrigue,” and not long ago only he wrote
to Lord Palmerston, that if tho Monarchy with the Montpensier
succession was meonvenient to us, he could get up a Republic.
Such principles aro sure to bo known in Spain, the more so
when ono considers the extremo vanity of Sir H. Bulwer, and
his probablo imprudence in tho not very creditable company
which he is said to keep  Lord Palmerston will remember
that the Queen has often addressed herself to him and Lord
John, in fenr of Sir I1. getting us into some scrapo ; and if our
diplomatista are not kept in better order, the Queen mey
at any moment bo exposed o similar insults es she has
received now in the person of Sir H. Bulwer; for in what-
over way one may wish to look at it, Sir Henry still is her
hmnister.

The Quecen swishes Lord Palmerston to show this letter
to Lord John Russcll, and to Jet her know what the Govern-

mff“" mean to proposo with respect to this unfortunate
atiatr,

Lent Palmerston had written a fetter to Bulwer (which the Litter showed to the
=p.r1-n Premlery, lectaring {be &panish Queen on her choiee of Minlster, This “amamp-
Slon f superonits, a wir f. bee) called 16, Jod o pecompiory order 10 Hulwec 16 Jeave
Spata in tmenty.tour houra. Wi owa scccins of Las aZalf ADpears 13 bis Life of Talmers
10w, vol Sl chap. vil.
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The Prince of Prussia to Queen Victoria.
[Translaiion.]
BRUSSCLS, 30th May 1548,

. Mosr ¢racrous Cousin,—I obey the impulse of my heert
In selzing my pen, without any delay, in order to express to
you my warmest and most heartfelt thanks for the infinitely
gracious and affectionate way with which you and the Prince
have treated me during my stay in London.! It was a melin-
choly time, that of my arrival. By the sympathetic view
which you took of my situation, most gracious Cousin, it
became not only bearable, but even transformed into onc
that became proportionately honourable and dignified. Tlis
graciousness of yours has undoubtedly contributed towards
the change of opinion which has resulted in my favour, andso
I owe to you, to the Prince, and to your Government, a foriu-
nate issue out of my calamities. So it is with a heavy heart
that I have now left England, not knowing what future lcs
before me to meet—and only knowing that I shall need the
strengthening rest and tranquillity which my stay in Englsnd
and an insight into her institutions have afforded mo in full
measure.

Offering my most cordial remembrances to the Prince, to
whom I shall write as soon as possible, I remain, most gracious

Cousin, your faithful and most gratefully devoted Cousin,
PrixceE oF Prussia.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russcll.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, lst June 1815

The Queen had not time the other day to talk to Lord John
Russell on the subject of the French Royal Family, and there-
fore writes to him now. As it seerms now most probable that
they, or at least some of them, will take up their residenco fgr
a lengthened period in this country, and as their position 13
now a defined one, viz. that of exiles, their treatment should
be defined and established.

At first everything seemed temporary, and tho public were
much occupied with them, inclined to criticisc all that was dont
or was omitted by the Court; all their movements were re-
corded in the papers, cte. The lapse of three months has o

1 The Prince of Prussla, afterwards the Emperor William I, having breome {ntroaly
unpopular at Berlin, had been obliged in March to fy for Lisiife, in dizgulse, tid Hambust
to Lngland.
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good deal altered this. They have hived in completo retire-
ment, and are comparatively forgotten ; and their poverty and
their resignation to their misfortuncs havo met with much
sympathy ! The Queen is consequently anxious to take the
night line; particularly desivous to do notlung which cauld
hurt the interests of the country, and equally so to do every-
thing kmd towards s distinguished Royal Family mn severe
afflictron, with whom she has long been on terms of intimacy,
and to whom she is very nearly related. She accordingly
wishes £0 know if Lord Tahn coas nu ateccses 0 e
ing: She has a. . . .
como for two ot

goes there, guile

her withher 1

says he feels {ve

2l their fate (a3 o joriune, ror banished they already aro) 1s
decided, to be even for a day at Osborne  The Duchess herself
wishes not to appear 1n the evening, but to remamn alone with
the Queen ang the Prince.

The Queen considers that when she is staying in the country
during the summer and autumn, and any of the branches of
the French Royal Family should wish to viait her and the
Prince, as they oceasionally do here, she might lodge them for
one ortv~ - -t o .
returning '
astho T ' . | " .
who are jor tnatr reason only not received at Court), In all
countries whero illustrious exiles related to the Sovereign have
been they have always been received at Court, as the Duc de
Bord: the Duch d'A i etc, ete, invariably
have been at 1"~ - Tt ° -
French Ambas Coe
between Fran
Louis Phtlippe, > vas wutistalilly leceived by the
Royal Family, and was intimate friend of the Duke of
Kent. Trobably, if their fortunes are restored to them, the
Trench Royal Family will go out into society in the course of
time, and 1f the atato of France becames consolidated thero
may no longer cxist that swish and that necessity for extreme
privacy, which i3 50 obvious now. What the Queen has just
mentioned, Lord John must well understand, is not what is
likly to take placo {except in the ease of her cousin, the
Duchess of Nemours) immediately, but only what might
occasionally occur when we aro permanently settled in the
country. Of course events mught ariso which would change
thus, and which would render it inadyisable, and then the Queen
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would communicate with Lord John, and ask his advice again
upon the subject. All she has suggested refers to the present
state of affairs, and, of course, merely to strictly private visits,
and on no siate occasion. This is a long letter about such &
subject, but the Queen wishes to be quite safe in what she does,
and therefore could not have stated the case and her opinion

in a smaller space.

Queen Victoria to Viscount Palmerston.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 4th June 1848.

The Queen returns the enclosed draft. She has written
upon it, in pencil, a passage which she thinks ought to be added,
if the draft—though civil—is not to be a mere refusal to do
anything for Austria, and a recommendation that whatever
the Ttalians ask for ought to be given, for which a mediation
is hardly necessary.! The Queen thinks it most important
that we should try to mediate and put a stop to the war, and
equally important that the boundary which is to be settled
should be such a one as to make a recurrence of hostilities
unlikely. The Queen has only further to remark that Lord
Palmerston speaks in the beginning of the letter only of the
Cabinet, and adverts nowhere to the proposition having been

submitted to her.

Lord John Russell to Queen Vicloria.
CHESHAM PLACE, 14th June 1848.

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty, and thanks
your Majesty for the perusal of this interesting letter. ]

An Emperor with a rational Constitution might be a fair
termination of the French follies ; but Louis Napoleon, with
the Communists, will probably destroy the last chance of
order and tranquillity. A despotism must be the end.

May Heaven preserve us in peace !

Queen Victoria to Viscount Palmerston.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 15th June 1848.

The Queen has received Lord Palmerston’s letter explaining
his views as to the reparation we may be entitled to receive

1 War was now raging in Lombardy befween the Austrians under Marshal Radetzky
and the Piedmontese under the King of Sardinia.
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from the Spanish Government. She considers them as quite
fair, but does not wish to have Sir H. Bulwer agamn as her
Mimster at Madrid, even if 1t should be necessary that he
should repair there inorder tobe received bytho Queen of Spam.
It would not be b the p of this
country to entrust that mission ngnm to Sir H. Bulwer, after
all that has passed. When the Queen considers the position
we had m Spain, and what it ought to have been after the
constitution of the French Repubhe when we had no nival to
ﬁrvht und ought to have enjoyed the entire confidence and

of Spain, and ¥ tlis to the state into which
our relations with that country have been brought, she cannot
help being struck how much matters must have been mus-
managed.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
BCCKDNGIAY PALACE, 164 June 1848
The Queen sends tho enclosed draft,! and asks whether this
note 1s what Lord John directed Lord Palmerston to send to
Lisbon as a caution to Sir H. Seymour not to mix himself up
with party intnigues to upset a particular Mimstry 12 . . .

Viscount Palmerston to Lord John Russell.

CARLTON GARDENS, 174 June 1848,
My pEAR Jon~N RusseLL,—Tho draft to Seymour was written
in consequence of what you said to me, and what the Queen
wrote to you; but my own opinion certainly is that it would
be best to leave the things with him as they are. It must,
however, be remembered that tho Portuguese Government
have not in reality fulfilled the engagements taken by the

Queen in the Protocol of last year. . . . PALMERSTON.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
DUCKDGEAM TALACE, 176h June 1845,
The Queen returns Lord Palmerston’s letter. The country
is at this moment suffering, particularly with regard to Spain,
s0d the Government of Portae]
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under the ovil consequence of that system of diplomacy, which
makes the taking up of party politics in foreign countries its
principal object. This system is condemned alike by the
Qucen, Lord John, the Cabinet, and, the Queen fully believes,
public opinion in and out of Parlisment. Lord Palmerston’s
objection to caution our Minister in Portugal against falling
into this fault brings it to an issue, whether that erroncous
policy is to bo maintained to the detriment of the real interests
of the country, or a wiser course to be followed in future.
Does Lord John consider this so light a matter as to be sur-
rendered merely because Lord Palmerston is not to add to such
a caution a gratuitous attack upon the Queen and Government
of Portugal ? The Queen thinks it of the utmost importance
that in these perilous times this question with regard to the
basis of our foreign policy should be sctiled, and has no objec-
tion to Lord John showing this letter to Lord Palmerston.

Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria.
PEMBROKE LODGE, 18th June 1848.

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty ;
he begs to assure your Majesty that if he was disposed to rest
on the known discretion and temper of Sir Hamilton Seymour
without specific instruction, it was not from regarding the
matter lightly, but from a sense of the inconvenience wh3011
might arise to your Majesty’s service from raising a question
with Lord Palmerston in the present critical state of Hurope
which might induce & belief that he had not conducted foreign
affairs to the satisfaction of his colleagues or of his Sovereign.

Lord John Russell feeling, however, that on the particular
point at issue your Majesty has just reason to expect that
precautions should be taken against the chance of intrigue
with foreign parties against a foreign government, with which
this country is on terms of friendship, is ready to insist on an
instruction to Sir Hamilton Seymour similar to that which
was given to Sir Henry Bulwer to take no part in the struggle
of parties, and to refrain from any interference with respect
to which he has not specific directions from your Majesty's

ent.
Ggﬁzn;rl: this case he must take upon himself the whole
responsibility of requiring such a note from Lox:d Palmerston.
It would not be conducive to your Majesty’s service, nor
agreeable to the wholesome maxims of .the Co_nstltutlon to
mix your Majesty’s name with a proceeding which may lead

to the most serious consequences.
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It is just to Lord Palmerston to say that his general course
of policy has met with the warm approval of the Cabinet, and
that the cases of difference of judgment have been rare ex-
ceptions.

Lord John Russell submits to your Majesty the letter he
proposes to write before sending 1t to Lord Palmerston. He
would wish to have it returned s soon as your Majesty can
do so.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell,
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 1814 June 1848,

The Quecn roturns to Lord John Russell his letter to Lord

! which is and shows that the Queen's

and Lord John's views upon the important question of our

forcign policy entirely coincide. The Queen 18 sorry that the

trouble of such an altercation should be added to the msny

enxicties which already press upon Lord John, but she feels

sure that his insisting upon a sound line of policy will save hum
and tho country from far greater troubles. . . .

Viscount Palmerston to Queen Victoria.
CARLTON GARDESS, 2616 June 1843,

Viscount Palmerston presents his humble duty to your
Majesty, and 1s sorry he is not able to submit to your Majesty
the proposed draft to Sir Hamilton Seymour to go by to-
night’s mail, as he has not succeeded 1n settling the wording
of 1t with Lord John Russell, and is thercfore obliged to defer
it till the next mail,

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell,
BUCKXINGEAM PALICE, 2614 June 1843

The Queen scnds this letter, which she has just received
from Lord Palmerston. No remonstranco has any effect with
Lord Talmerston. Lord John Russell should ask the Duke of
Bedford to tell him of the conversation the Queen had with
the Duke tho other night about Lord Palmerston.

1 The letter was ta the eect that £ir T, Eeymour was to take ao part I he rrarria
g-“t"’rqwdu Portagal, 330 60 refrain from NOLAdeatial COMMIRIo Lot W15 Fac fmy
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Queen Victoria to Viscount Palmerston,
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 1st Juily 1848,

The Queen has not yet answered Lord Palmerston’s letter
of the 29th.  She cannot conceal from him that she is ashamed
of the policy which we are pursuing in this Italian controversy
in abetting wrong, and this for the object of gaining influence
in Italy.! The Queen does not consider influence so gained as
an advantage, and though this influence is to be acquired in
order to do good, she is afraid that the fear of losing 1t again
will always stand in the way of this. At least in the countries
where the greatest stress has been laid on that influence, and
the greatest exertions made for it, the least good has been done
—the Queen means in Spain, Portugal, and Greece. Neither
is there any kind of consistency in the line we take about Italy
and that we follow with regard to Schleswig; hoth cases are
perfectly alike {(with the difference perhaps that there is &
question of right mixed up in that of Schleswig); whilst we
upbraid Prussia, caution her, etc., ete.,, we say nothing to
Charles Albert except that if he did not wish to take all the
Emperor of Austria’s Italian Dominions, we would not lay
any obstacles in the way of his moderation. The Queen finds
in Lord Palmerston’s last despatch to Chevalier Bunsen the
following passage : ‘‘ And it is manifest and indisputable that
no territory or state, which is not now according to the Treaty
of 1815 included in the German Confederation, can be added
to that territory without the consent of the Sovereign of that
territory or state.” How does this agree with our position
relative to the incorporation of Lombardy into the states of

the King of Sardinia ?

Queen Victoria to Viscount Palmerston.
BUCEINGHAM PALACE, 6th July 1848,

The Queen has to acknowledge Lord Palmerston’s long
Memorandum respecting our relations with Italy, the length
of which, however, was fully justified by the importance of

the subject.
The mission of Lord Minto has had the Queen’s approval at

the time, and the policy pursued by him has never been called

1 Lord Palmerston’s sympathy had been with the anti-Austrian movement in Northern

ly. P time after Radetzky’s evacuation of Milan, the operations of the King
iy Some mbards were successful, and he had assistance from

f Sardinia i ort of the Lol 3
&‘usc.;g;’n x.-{lia‘:lessl,llg;nd Rome. The Austrians suffered reverses at Peschjera and Goito,
and the independence of Northern Italy seemed to be accomplished. But the tide had
begun to turn.
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in question ; but it certainly was prejudicial to tho Auvstrians,
and 1mposes upon us additional care not to appear now as the
abettors of the anti-Austrian movement, and nothmg in Lord
Minto’s mission can prevent our endeavouring to facilitate and
forward a speedy settlement of the present Italian difference t
If, therefore, the Itahans should be inchined to be moderate,
there can be no dereliction of prineiple in encouraging them to
be so. The danger of French interference increases with the
delay and 1s equally great, whether tho Austrians maintam
themselves in the Venetian Terntory or whether Charles Albert
unite 1t to his proposed kingdom of Northern Italy ; wmndeed, the
French seem to be anxious for & cause of interference from the
line they pursue even with regard to Naples,

Lord Pal secks to a diff between the
case of Schleswig and of Lombardy, on the fact that Schleswig
is to be incorporated into a confederation of States; but this
makes the case of Lombardy only the stronger, as tlis 1s to be
incorporated 1into the dominions of another Sovereizn. With
regard to the * Revue Retrospective,” the perusal of 1t has
left & different umpression upon the Queen from that wiich
it scems to have made upon Lord Palmerston It proved to
hier, that while the retinng attitude which the late Govern-
ment took with regard to the Spamsh marriages, left the
French Government to try their different schemes and intrigues
ond to fml with every one of them, the attempt of Lord
Palmerston to re-organise tho Progressista Party and regain
the so-called Inglish tnfluence, brought Queen Christine and
King Lows Ihilippe (who had before seriously quarrelled)
immediately together, and induced them to rush imnto this
unfortunate combination, which cannot but be considered as
the origin of all the present convulsions in Europe.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
DLCKINGEAX Patace, 114 July 1848

My pearest Uncre,—For anotlier Jind and dear letter of
the §th, 1 have much to thank you. The prosperity of dear
hittle Belgium is a bright star i’ the stormy might all around.
May God bless and prosper 3ou all, for ever and ever !

Since the 2ith February I feel an uncertainty in everything
existing, which (uncertain ns all human affairs must be) one

1 Loed Minto, thie Lord Privy fiesl, and father in-taw of the Trime 3Minister, had been
3401 L3 encouraze i1 the path of reform 1'ope Flus IX, who wad haltins betneen procress

aai reaction : on the satculoary ri~ings taking place in Lombardy asd b eactis, bls mision
Datarally spreared hostile to Austria.
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never felt before. When one thinks of one's children, their
education, their future—and prays for them—T always think
and say to myself, * Let them grow up fit for whatever station
they may be placed in—#high or low.” This one never thought
of before, but I do always now. Altogether one’s whole dis-
position is so changed—bores and trifies which one would have
complained of bitterly a few months ago, one looks upon as
good things and quite a blessing—provided one can keep one’s
position in quict /

I own I have not much confidence in Cavaignac,! as they fear
his mother’s and brother’s influence, the former being a widow
of a regicide, and as stern and severe as can be imagined.

I saw the King and Queen on Saturday ; he is wonderfully
merry still and quite himself, but ske feels it deeply—and for
her there is here the greatest sympathy and admiration.

Albert is going to York to-morrow till Friday ; Zow I wish
you and Louise could be with me, as in 44 and ’46! I have,
however, got dear Victoire to come and spend a night with
me ; it does her always good, and we are just like sisters, and
feel as we did in 1839, when you know how very fond we
were of each other. She is a dear, noble, and still beautiful
child.

I venture to send you & snuff-box with poor Aunt Charlotte’s
picture as a child, which also belonged to poor Aunt Sophia.
Ever your devoted Niece, Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 15th July 1848,

The Queen was glad to hear of the majorities the other night.
She concludes Lord John Russell cannot at all say when the
Session is likely to end ? Is it not much to be regretted that
the measure relative to the Navigation Laws is given up, and
was it unavoidable ? The Queen sends Lord John Col. Phipps’s
report of the Prince’s reception at York, which she thinks will
interest him. Does Lord J. Russell think, if we should not
go to Ireland, that we could go to Balmoral for ten days or &
fortnight, without shocking the Irish very much ? It strikes
the Queen that to go to see our own place makes a difference,
and is in fact a natural thing ; it is, however, impossible to
say if we can get away even for so short a time. .

The Queen concludes that there can be no possible objection

1 @eneral Cavaignac, Minister for War, had been given guasi-dictatorial powers during
the insurrection. These powers, on the suppression of the revolt, he resigned, and was
thereupon almost unanimously made President of the Council,
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to the Duec de Nemours bringing or fetching the Duchess to and

from Osborne ? He 15 the Queen’s Cousin, and consequently

in a different posttion to any of the others ; moreover, he does

not wish at present to spend one night there even, but merely to
ay & morming visit.

Lastly, the Queen wishes to know if the King and Queen and
the other Prmces and Princesses should themselves ask to come
and pay the Queen a morming visit at Osborne, and return
agan the same day (as they do here), there would be any
objection to it ! The Queen merely wishes to know, in case
they should ask leave to do 50, what she can answer.

Queen Victoria to Sir George Grey.
BUCKINGEAM PALACE, 14zh July 1848,

The Queen has received Sir George Grey’s letter of yesterdey,
and has considered the proposed alteration in the mode of
preparing Corumssions for Officers in the Army. The Queen
does not at all object to the amount of tmubla which the
signature of s0 many Commissions has lutherto entailed upon
her, as she fecls amply compensated by t}:e ad ntage of keep<

inm wm 6 narennal nanmnantinn hadeoan

-

been comrmussioned.
She therefore prefers matters to remamn on their old footing.
The Secretary at War speaks in his Memorandum of his

responsibility to Parliament with Tespect to allowing Appomb-

ments to go on ; the Queen apprel that his r

docs not extend beyond the appropriation of the money voted

by Parliament for the use of her Army.

The Princess Charlotte of Belgium to Queen TVictoria.
LAEREY, 184 July 184S

My pEARFST CoUsiN,—I have received the beautiful dolls®
house you have been so kind as to send me, and I thank you
very much for it. 1 am delighted with it; every morning I
dress my doll and give her o good breakfast; snd the day
nfter her arrival the gave & great rout at which all my dolls
wero invited. Sometimes she plays at drafts on her pretty
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little draft-board, and every evening I undress her and pu
her to bed.

Be so good, my dearest Cousin, as to give my love to my
dear little Cousins, and believe me always, your most affec
tionate Cousin, CHARLOTTE.

Queen Vicloria to Viscount Palmerston.
OSBORKE, 24th July 1848,

Tho Queen has received Lord Palmerston’s letter ! reporting
his conversation with M. de Tallenay. She can only repeat her
opinion that a negotiation with France in order to agree with
her upon a common line of policy to be followed with regard
to the Italian question can lead to no good ; it will make us
the ally of a Government which is not even legally constituted,
end which can accordingly not guarantee the fulfilment of any
engagement it may enter into, and it will eall upon the very
power to judge the Italian dispute which it is the interest of
Europe to keep out of it. M. de Tallenay seems to have ad-
mitted that the French Republic, if called upon to act, will
neither allow Austrin to keep the Venetian territory nor
Sardinia fo acquire it, but that she will strive to set up &
Venetian Republie. It ean really not be an object for us to
assist in such a scheme, or even to treat upon it.

Lord Cowley the Queen means to invite to dinner to-day,
and she wishes Lord Palmerston to let her know the day on
which he is to leave for Frankfort in order that she may prepare
her letter for the Archduke accordingly.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
OSEORNE, 255 July 1848,

The Queen sends Lord John Russell the enclosed Despatch
from Lord Normanby, with a draft in answer to it which was
sent for her approval, but which she really cannot approve.
The Queen must tell Lord John what she has repeatedly told
Lord Palmerston, but without apparent effect, that the estab-
lishment of an entente cordiale with the French Republic, for the
purpose of driving the Austrians out of their dominions in Ttaly,
would be a disgrace to this country. That the French woul
attach the greatest importance to it and gain the greatest

interview wi ght the co-
o e b e inain Tty § tho AMSHA Fotor 5 Lisly 0 2

: i it
withdrawn or reduced, the union of Lombardy and Piedmont to be accepted as a Ja
accompli, and Venctiar’x territory erected into a separate republic,
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a territory granted to her by a Treaty to which we were a
party.

As the amended draft secures us against these appearances,
and leaves us free for the future, the Queen approves it.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
OSBORNE, 1st August 1848,

My DEAREST UNCLE,—I had yesterday the happiness of re-
c]eivilr;g your kind letter of the 29th, for which I return my best
thanks.

There are ample means of crushing the Rebellion in Ireland!
and I think it now is very likely to go off without any contest.
. . . Lord Hardinge is going over there to serve on the Staff,
which is very praiseworthy of him.

I do not think the fate of the Minor Princes in Germany is so
completely decided as Charles? . . . is so anxious to make one
believe. There is only a question of taking certain powers and
rights away, and not at all of getting rid of them ; and I think
you will see that the dusfiihrung of the Unity will be an impos-
sibility, at least in the sense they propose at Frankfort. The
Archduke John has spoken very reassuringly both to Ernest
and the Duke of Meiningen, and the attachment in many of
those smaller principalities is still extremely great, and I am
sure they will never consent to being ausgewsscht. Coburg, for
instance, on the occasion of the suppression of a very small riot,
showed the greatest attachment and devotion to Ernest; at
Gotha the feeling of independence is very great, and at Strelitz,
on the ocecasion of Augusta’s confinement with a son, the en-
thusiasm and rejoicing was universal. All this cannot be
entirely despised.

We are as happy as possible here, and would be perfectly so,
if it was not for the sorrow and misfortunes of so many dear
to us, and for the state of the world in general.

I have always forgotten to tell you that we bought a fine
marble bust of you quite by accident in London the other day.
It is in armour and with moustaches, but quite different to the
one the Gardners have at Melbourne ; Albert saw it at the
window of a shop, and heard it had been bought in a sale of &
General Somebody. Now, with Albert’s best love, ever your
devoted Niece, Vicroria R.

1 te for the year, ante, p. 141, .

2 g’fe%iﬁggrzsiombly, in pzrsuzmce of the policy of German consolidation, lz?ld
placed the central executive power in the hands of a Reichsverweser, or Vicar of f:’
Empire. The Archduke John, uncle of the Emperor of Austria, was elected to tm'stlflt)ile-
tion, and the Queen’s half-brother Charles, Prince of Leiningen, was entrusted wi

Department of Foreign Affairs.
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We have just heard that there has been an action in Ireland
in which some of the insurgents have been killed ; fi/ty Police
caspersed four thousand people. Smuth O’Brien 1s, however,
not yot taken.

Queen Victoria to Viscount Palmerston.
OSBORNE, BiA August 1843

. . » The Queen has attentively perused the statement of
Lord Palmerston mn favour of accrediting an Ambassador at
Paris.  As tho proposed arrangement for the present 1s to be
only a provisional one, the Queen thinks that the appointment
of & Mzinister now will leave 1t quite open to have an Ambas-
sador hereafter, 1f 1t should be found necessary or advan-
tageous, whilst it would set that matter at rest for the moment.
Withdrawing an Ambassador and substituting a Minister here-
after, would be much more difficult. The French Republic
would no doubt like to have an Ambassador here, and perhaps
take immediate steps to secure that object 1f Lord Normanby
were eccredited Ambassador at Paris, against which we would
be secured in having only o Minster there. . . . Lord Nor-
manby’s acquaintance with the public men at Pans is a8 much
an inconvenience as it may be a convenience in some respects ;
his having been the great admurer and friend of M. Lamartine,
for mstance, etc., ete. The possibility of mixing freely with
persons of vanious kinds, which Lord Palmerston adduces as an
important consideration will, 1n the Queen’s opinion, be more
easy for & Minister than for a person of the high rank of Am-
bassador. All things considered therefore, the Queen will
prefer to have p ly a Mi a dited at Pars,

M. de Tallenay the Queen would receive :n London on
Tuesday next at six o'clock, when the Queen will be in Town.

Queen Victoria to Viscount Palmerston.
08p0BNZ, 11th August 1843,

The Queen has to acknowledge Lord Palmerston's letter of
yesterday. Tho Queen was quite surprised to hear from Lord
Pal in his last ication that he had written to
Lord Normanby to offer him to stay as Minister at Paris, after
his having before stated to the Queen that this would never do
and could not be expected from Lord Normanby; Lord Nor-
manby’s answer declining this offer therefore does in no way
alter the matter, and must have been foreseen by Lord Palmer-
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ston, By tho delay and Lord Normanby’s various conversa-
tions with M. Bastide! and General Cavaignac it has now
become difficult to depart from the precedent of the Belgian
ond Sardinian Missions without giving offence at Paris. The
Queen must, however, insist upon this precedent being fully
adhered to,  She accordingly sanctions Lord Normanby’s
appointment as Ambassador Extraordinary, on the distinct
understanding that there is to be no Ambassador sent in return
to London now, and that a Minister is to be appointed to Paris
when the diplomatic intercourse is permanently to be settled.
The Queen wishes Lord Palmerston to bear this in mind, and
to submit to her the arrangement which he thinks will be best

calculated to carry this into effect.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell,
OSBORNE, 11tA August 1848,

The Queen has to acknowledge Lord John Russell’s letter of
to-day. The Queen is highly indignant at Lord Palmerston’s
behaviour now again with respect to Lord Normanby’s ap-
pointment ; he know perfectly well that Lord Normanby could
not accept tho post of Minister, and had written to the Queen
before that such an offer could not be made, and has now made
it after all, knowing that, by wasting time and getting the
matter entangled at Paris, ho would carry his point. If the
French are so anxious to keop Lord Normanby as to make any
sacrifice for that object, it ought to make us cautious, as it can
only be on account of the ease with which they can make him
sorve their purposes. They, of course, like an entente cordiale
with us at the expenso of Austria; . . . but this can be no
consideration for us. . . . )

Threatening the Austrians with war, or making war upon
them in case they should not be inclined to surrender ther
provinces at his bidding [Lord Pa..lmerston] knows to be Im-
possible ; therefore the enfente with the Republic is of the
greatest value to him, enabling him to threaten the Austrians

. . ; . ’ have
at any time with the French intervention which he can ha
at conbxmand if he agrees to it.2 The Queen has read t}}e leading
articles of the Timcs of yesterday and to-day on this sul_)Je]Gﬁv
with the groatest sztisfaction as they express almost entirely

N $on Affairs. ‘
'-1' '.}%gzsst{fcrcglq}‘g; cégx; }A;g:i‘montcse in Northern Italy had not continued th:oulgh “f;l;
summer, and the States whose assistance they h;}a}d hli]therto rgcen:egl beg;x}raxdtowgﬁldia“
M 'y . - ..
Naples, successful within his own dominions, v
lt\rign?r:(?;g". tl;I:l;oIp{énl;ge:iIt;te& to attack Austria ; even undivided support Ho?ﬁzgggs;
could no io,nger be counted upon, After several reverses, Charles Albert, now lef
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the same views and feelings which she entertains. The Queen
hopes that Lord John Russell will read them; indeed, the
wholo of the Presa seem to be unammous on ths subject, and
ghe can hardly understand how there can be two opinions
upon 1t . . .

Queen Victoria to Viscount Falmerston.
OSDORNE, 20t August 1848,

The Queen has received an aulograph letter from the Arch-
duke John (in answer to the private letter she had written to
him through Lord Cowley), which has been cut open at the
Foreign Office. The Queen wishes Lord Palmerston to take
caro that this does not happen again. Tho opening of official
lettera even, addressed to the Queen, which she has of late
observed, is really not becoming, and ought to be discontinued,
28 1t used never to be the case formerly,

Queen Vietoria to Lord John Russell.
OsBORNE, ZLet August 1848

Tho Queen has received Lord John Russell’s lettor of yester-
day, but cannot say that she has been satisfied by the reasons
given by Lord Palmerston. The union of Lombardy and
Piedmont cannot be considered as & concession to France for
the maintenance of peace, because we know that it iy the very
thing the French object to. The Queen quits agrecs that the
principal consideration alwaya to be kept in sight is the pre-
servation of the peace of Europe ; but it is precisely on that
account that she regrets that the terms proposed by Lord
Palmerston (whilst they aro not in accordsnce with the views
of France) are almost tho only ones which must be most
offensive to Austria. Lord Palmerston will have his kingdom
of Upper Italy under Charles Albert, to which every other con-
sideration is to be racrificed, and Lord Normanby'a alteration
of the terms certainly serve that purposo well ; but it is quite
independent of the question of mediation, and the only thing in
the whole 1 ding which i3 indefensible in principle.

Alone 17 the contest, win dectdrely defested by Radetrky, st Custorza, and retreated
v e § ey . v u
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It will be a calamity for ages to come if this principle is to
become part of the international law, viz. “ that a people can
at any time transfer their allegiance from the Sovereign of ons
State to that of another by universal suffrage (under momen-
tary excitement),” and this is what Lord Normanby—no doubt
according to Lord Palmerston’s wishes—has taken as the basis
of the mediation. For even the faits accomplis, which are a
convenient basis to justify any act of injustice, are here against
Charles Albert.

Lord Palmerston’s argument respecting Schleswig,! which
the Queen quoted in her last letter, had no reference to the

Treaty of 1720.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
OSBOBNE, 20th August 1848,

My DEAREST UNCLE,—Most warmly do I thank you for your
very kind and dear letter of the 26th, with so many good wishes
for that dearest of days. It is indeed to me one of eternal
thankfulness, for a purer, more perfect being than my beloved
Albert the Creator could not have sent into this troubled
world. I feel that I could not exist without him, am’i t}natl.
should sink under the troubles and annoyances and dégosis ot
my very difficult position, were it not for Ais assistance, pro-
tection, guidance, and comfort. Truly do I thank you for
your great share in bringing about our marriage. .

Stockmar I do not quite understand, and I cannot believe
that he really wishes to ruin all the smaller States, though
his principal object is that unity which I fear he will no!
obtain. L ) d

I do not either at all agree in his wish that Prussia shou
take the lead ; his love for Prussia is to me incomprehensible,
for itis the country of all others which the rest of Germany
dislikes. Stockmar cannot be my good old friend if he has
such notions of injustice as I hear attributed to him. But
whatever they may be, I do not believe the Ausfithrung to be

ssible. i .
pOI have great hopes of soon hearing of something 'declded
about the fortunes of the poor French family. You will hu\;e
seen how nobly and courageously good Joinville and Aum}ﬂ_e
behaved on the occasion of the burning of that emigrant ship

i i i fort,

the Vor-Parlament,a body which had existed temporarily at Fran

tolpfvl}: gﬁt‘?:; ?ér ?lfe National Assembly ofa C_ox;soliduted Gexgngniy, {lgedé,:ﬁxgﬂ t: tcff’gf
Schleswig, theretofore part of the Danish dominions, as t:lll?:gr hzd t?een e by the

£ i d Palmerston’s objections to this procee t
532:3?:2’11?&5 :frlsnh August as inconsistent with his attitude towards Austria.
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off Liverpoold It will do them great good. I must now con-
clude. Ever your devoted Niece, Vicrorma R.

Queen Victoria to Viscount Palmerston.
OSDOBNE, 2nd September 1833

The Queen has read in the papers the news that Austria and
Sardinia havo nearly settled their differences, and also “ that
it was confidently stated that a French and British squadron,
with troops on board, are to make a demonstration in the
Adriatic.”

Though the Queen cannot believe this, she thinks it right to
inform Lord Palmerston without delay that, should such a
thing be thought of, it is a step which the Queen could not give
her consent to.

Queen Victoria to Viscount Palmersion,
BOCRINGIAY PALACE, 4rh September 1343

The Queen since her arrival m Town has heard that the
answer from Au.smu dechining our mediation has some days ago
been d to Lord Pal The Queen 1s sur-
prised that Lord Palmerston should have left her umnformed
of so important an event. The Queen has received Lord
Palmerston's letter respecting the proposal to mediate on the
part of the central power of Germany,? and does not see why
that power, which has a responsible Government, 13 to be
precluded from taking part in a negotiation because the Arch-
duke John might be friendly towards Austria—iwchereas the
French republie, which bad in public documents espoused the
Ttalian Cause, 13 to be a party to it.

Neither France nor England are neighbours to or directly
interested in Lombardy, whereas Germany is both.?

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russcll.
O BOIRD THE Factmig and Alert,
ASERDEES, Tt Acptember 1313
The Quecn must send the enclosed draft to Lord John
Russell, mith a copy of her letter to Lord Palmerston upon it.
3 the burmipz of the Ocmn Sfonareh ;

.":’.’, Treoch e weee o  bourd s Tratilian steatn trigate, wiich avred oue bunired

§reogner 1o n
lmd muxx

ne;«t. i ﬂm be alupately gacresdad, was by optaiolas the
8 cocpemition {n medisting bet itria s Piedmort, to
prevest me -cm-:ve party lo Prance from. :uuxnnz azy dsau oa Luly,

VOL. 11 ke
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Lord Palmerston has as usual pretended not to have had timo
to submit the draft to the Queen before he had sent it off,
What the Queen has long suspected and often warned against
fs on the point of happening, viz. Lord Palmerston’s using the
new cntente cordiale for the purposo of wresting from Austria
her Italion provinces by French arms, This would be a most
iniquitous proceeding. It is another question whether it is
gaod poliey for Austria to try to retain Lombardy, but that is
for her and not for us to decide.  Many people might think
that we would be happier without Ireland or Canada. Lord
John will not fail to observe how very intemperate the whole
tone of Lord Palmerston’s language is.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
DBALMORAL CASTLE, 13th September 1848.

My pearest UxcLg,~—1 yesterday received your dear and
kind lotter of the Oth (it having arrived in London only the
day before), which is very quick, and I thank you much for it.
The Schleswig affair at Frankfort is very unfortunate, and
there scems a Jamentable want of all practical sense, foresight,
or cven common prudence.t

The poor Austrians seem now to accept the (to me very
doubtful) mediation. It reminds me of the wolf in the lamb’s
skin. Nows verrons, how matters will be arranged. . . .

My letter to Louise will have informed you of our voyage
and our arrival here. This house is small but pretty, and
though the hills scen from the windows are not so fine, the
scenery all around is the finest almost I have seen anywhere.
It is very wild and solitary, and yet cheerful and beaz.ztz]'ully
swooded, with the river Dee running hetween the two sides 0
the hills. Loch Nagar is the highest hill in the immediate
vicinity, and belongs to us.

Then the soil is the driest and best known almost anywhere,
and all the hills are as sound and hard as the road. The
climate is also dry, and in general not very cold, though wé
had one or two very cold days. There is a deer forest—many
roe deer, and on the opposite hill (which does not belong to us)
grouse. There is also black cock and ptarmigan. Albert has,
however, no luck this year, and has in vain been after the deer,
though they are continually seen, and often guite close by the

1 The incorporntipn of Schleswig had been t:orgibly resisted, and Sweden derertpi!tlgg
e e o D et fow dape Sttt ettes was witen
was ratified.
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house. The children are very well, and enjoying themselves
much. The boys always wear their Highland dress.

I must now wish you good-bye, and repeat how much de-
lighted we ero that everytlung goes on so well 1 Belgrum.
Ever your deveted Niece, Vicroria R.

Memorandum by Queen Victoria.
PALMORAL, 194 Seplerher 1848

I said to Lord John Russell, that I must mention to hum a
subject, which was a serious one, one which I had delayed
mentioning for some time, but which I felt I must speak quite
openly to him upen now, namely about Lord Palmerston ;
that 1 felt really 1 could hardly go on with lum, that I had no
confidence 1n him, and that 1t mede me scriously analous and
uneasy for the welfare of the country and for the peace of
Europe in general, and that I felt very uneasy from one day
to another as to what might happen. Lord John replied that
ho was aware of it ; that he had considered the matter already,
having heard from his brother (the Duke of Bedfordj how
strongly I felt about 1t ; that he felt the truth of all that I had
said, but that, on the other hand, Lord Palmerston was a very
able man, entirely master of his office and affairs, and a very
good colleague, never making any difficulties about other
questions, but (certainly unreasonably) complamning of other
prople mixing with and interfering in the affatrs of his office.
I said that ., . T fully believed that that Spanish marnage
question, which had been the original cause of so many present
misfortunes, would never have become so embrousllé had it not
been for Lord Palmerston. Tlus led Lord John to say, that
though he disapproved the length of Lord Palmerston’s corre-
spondence, still that we could not have done otherwise than
object to the marriage. This is true enough. I repeated that
all that had been done in Italy last winter had also done harm,
03 it was dong by Lord Paltnerston, who was distrusted every-
where abroad, which Lord John regretted. I said that I
thought that hie often endangered the honour of England by
taking a very prejudiced and ided view of a g Teos
that his writings were always as bitter ns gall and did great
harm, which Lord John entircly assented to, and that I often
felt quite ill from anxiety; that I wished Lord Clarendon
{who, 1 had heard, was tired of Ireland) could come over and
be Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and Lord Palmerston
go to Ircland &s Lord-Licutenant. Lord John eaid nothing
would bo Letter, for that he was sure that Lord Palmerston
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would make an admirable Lord-Lieutenant, but that another
thing to be considered was the danger of making Lord Palmer-
ston an enemy by displacing him, that Lord Minto (who was
formerly a great friend and admirer of Lord Palmerston’s) had
told Lady John when she spoke to him on the subject of
placing Lord Palmerston in another office, that ke (Lord Pal-
merston) would certainly turn against the Government if
displaced. I said that might be, but that sometimes there
were great interests at stake which exceeded the danger of
offending one man, and that this was here the case ; Lord John
said it was very true, but that at moments like these one of
course was anxious not to do anything which could cause
internal trouble. I admitted this, but repeated my anxiety,
which Lord John quite understood, though he thought I &
little overrated it, and said I was afraid that some day I should
have to tell Lord John that I could not put up with Lord
Palmerston any longer, which might be very disagreeable and
awkward. .
It ended by Lord Jobhn’s promising to bear the subject in

mind, and I must say that he took it all just as I could wish.
Vicroria R.

Minute by the Governor-General of India.
30th September 1848.

. .+ . The course of events, as they have developed them-
selves, and long and anxious considerations of this important
subject, have finally and immovably confirmed in my'mlnd
the conviction which the earlier events of the insurrection at
Mooltan long since had founded, that there will be no peace
for India, nor any stability of Government in the Pun;fib, nor
any release from anxiety and costly defensive preparations on
our frontier, unless the British Government, justly indignant
at the unprovoked and treacherous aggression once again com-
mitted against them by the Sikhs, shall now effectually provide
against future dangers by subverting for ever the Dynasty of
the Sings, by converting the Punjab into a -Bntlsh province,
and by adopting the only measure which will secure the ob-
servance of peace by the Sikhs, narmely, depriving them ut.terly
of all the means of making war. I continue as fully convince
as ever that the establishment of a strong, friendly, Hindoo
Government in the Punjab would be the best settlement that
could be made for the interests of British India, if it could be

formed. But I am convinced that such a Government cannot

be formed.?
1 See Introductory Note for 1849, pos:, p. 208.
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The Chiefs of the Punjab gre utter]y POwerlesg gng worth

less, 6 great body of the nation 18 adverse ¢, all contro],

and in po degree submissiva to the authomy of thoge who are
ers,

seek to rendop Permanent, op what progy £0 us 15 the assumed
fidelity of tho Chefs who canngg Fepress ther soldiers’ 4y,
b obedience »

discreds altogether the assuranceg of the ﬁdeluy of the
Vi o us |
To all these rccommendanons my colleagyes m the Couney}
2 1 ly

180 to the last Sought to avert, or to avoid, the neces:x'v,

if 1t coulg Prudently o fitly be avoided
ation haya o7 . e

Speed to the frontie; - vy every eXertion,
and by 4 the meay 1LY porer, 44 Carry inte effect vig-
orously 4)4 Mmeasures op Which the Vernment of India hay
resolved, ang which, in My consciency I beheve, are imperq.
tively called for by Tegard to the Peace of India, to the secyrig
of Mpire there, and to the happiness of the People over
vhom e Tule, Ditnorsy,

Queen Victorsq to Lorg Jolin Russcly,

OSDORSE, 21 Getypey 819,
The Queen cends Lorg Palmorston's answer tg hop last Ietter,
whieh the Queen hag sent a copy ¢ Lord John Russels, and

closes Itkew;qq 8 COpy* of hep Present answer, The bartiali.
Lorg ‘almerston 3 this Ttahan qQuestion really SUrpassey gff
Cention and makeg the Queen tery “neasy on account of
' charactep and honoy, of Englang; and on account of ¢,
ger to which the Peace of Europe will bp o . i
" clearly Proved by Baron \\':s:onborg that upon the con.
10N of the Armistieq with Serdinia, Negotiationg for peace
Id hav g iy been entered ingq, had oy mediation ey
ardy wag

- b
| offered to the King, to whom the offer of Lomg, rdy
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too tempting not to accept, and now that promise is by fair or
unfair means to be made good. The Queen cannot see any
principle in this, as the principle upon which Lord Palmerston
goes is Ilalian Nationality and Independence from a Joreign
Yoke and Tyranny. How can the Venetian territory then be
socured to Austria 7 and if this is done, on what ground can
Lombardy bo wrung from her ? It is really not safe to settle
such important matters without principle and by personal
passion alone. When the French Government say they cannot
control public feeling, Lord Palmerston takes this as an un-
alterablo fact, and as a sufficient reason to make the Austrians
givo up Lombardy ; when, however, the dustrian Government
say they cannot give up Lombardy on account of the feeling of
tho Army which had just reconquered it with their blood and
under severe privations and sufferings, Lord Palmerston flip-
pantly tells the Austrian Government, “if that were so, the
Emperor had better abdicate and make General Radetzky
Emperor.” When Charles Albert burned the whole of the
suburbs of Milan to keep up the delusion that he meant to
defend the town, Lord Palmerston said nothing; and now
that the Austrian Governor has prohibited revolutionary
placards on the walls, and prolonged the period at which arms
are to be surrendered, at the end of which persons concealing
arms are to be tried by court-martial, he writes to Vienna:
“ that this savage proclamation, which savours more of the
barbarous usages of centuries long gone by than of the spirit
of the present times, must strike everybody as a proof of
the fear by which the Austrian Commander is inspired,” etc.
ete., efc. .
Venice was to have been made over to Austria by the Armis-
tice, and now that this has not been done, Austria is not even
to retake it, in order (as Lord Normanby says) to keep some-
thing in hand against which Austria is to make further conces-
sions. Is all this fair ? In the meantime, from the account
of our Consul at Venice, the French agents are actively em-
ployed in intrigues against Austria in that town, and have
asked him to assist, which he refused. Lord Palmerston
merely approved his conduct, and did not write a line to Paris
about it. Now the question ab issue is not even to be sub-
mitted to a Conference of European powers, but to be settled
by the French Republic and Lord Palmerston alone, Lord
Normanby being the instrument who has pledged himself over
and over again for Italian independence (so called). If Austrie
makes peace with Sardinia, and gives her Italian prov_mces
separate National Institutions with a liberal constitutional
Government, who can force upon her another arrangement ?
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Queen Victoria to Viscount Palmerston.

OSEORNE, 8tk Ociober 1845,
teling Lord Palmerston
DR PP R

Palmerston speaks of King Otho, a Sovereign with whom she
stands m friendly relations, and the asperity agamnst the
Government of the King of the French, who 1s really sufficiently
lowered and suffering for the mistakes he may have commtted,
and that of all this o copy is to bo placed 1n the hands of the
Foreign Minister of the French Republic, the Queen can only
see with much regret.t

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
WIXDSOR DASTLE, 10¢h October 1853,

My pearest UNCLE,~—Our voyage yesterday was much
saddened by a terrible accident at Spithead, which delayed us
half an hour, and which still fills us with horror. The zea was
running very high, and wo were just outside what 13 called The
Spit, when we saw a man in the water, sitting on the keel of a
beat, and we stopped, end at that moment Albert discerned

that three had, two of whom by cur Fairy’s boat, and that
four were drowned. Very horrid indecd.

The state of Germany is dreadful, and one does feel quite
ashamed about that onco really so peaceful and happy people.
‘That there are still good people there I am sure, but they allow
themselves to bo worked upon in a frightful and shameful
way. . . . In France a crisis seema at hand.  1hat a very bad
figure we cut in this mediation! Really it is quite immoral,
with Ireland quivering in our gresp, and ready to throw off
her allemance at any moment, for us to forco Austria to give
up her lawful possessions.  1What shall we say if Canada, Malta,
ete., bemn to trouble us 2 Tt hurts me ternbly. This ought
to be the prineiple in all actions, private as well as public:

1 Tord Falmerton replied that bl obarryations on the two Kings lay at the very root
of ks argument, sn wers necesaary to conciliate the preseat Governmert of Franos,
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“ Was du nicht willst, dass dir geschieht, das thu’ auch einem
andern nicht.” . . .

I must now conclude. With every good wish, ever your
devoted Niece, Vicroria R.

Earl Grey to Queen Victoria,
COLONIAL OFFICE, 25th October 1848,

Ear] Grey presents his humble duty to your Majesty, and
begs to inform your Majesty that no official accounts have been'
received of the engagement on the Cape Frontier between your'
Majesty’s forces under Sir H. Smith and the insurgent Dutch
farmers, of which an account is published in the newspapers:
Lord Grey has, however, seen a private letter, which mentions,
in addition to what is stated in the Government notice in the
Cape newspapers, that Sir Harry Smith exposed himself very
much, and was slightly wounded ; most fortunately, he wes
merely grazed in the leg ; his horse was also struck by a bullet
in the nose. A very large proportion of those who were hit by
the fire of the rebels were officers, who appear to have been
particularly aimed at.

Queen Vicioria to Earl Grey.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 26th October 1848.

The Queen has received Lord Grey’s letter, and is glad to
hear that Sir H. Smith’s wound was not of a serious nature.
The loss of so many officers, the Queen is certain, proceeds from
their wearing a blue coat whilst the men are in scarlet ; the
Austrians lost a great proportion of officers in Italy from 8
similar difference of dress.

As to the Medal for Major Edwardes, the Queen did not
approve but disapprove the step, and wished the Bath to be
given instead, which has been done. The medals for troops
in general (given by the East India Company) are a new apd
doubtful thing, and now it is proposed to reward even a sPecml
case of personal distinction by the Company’s conferring 2
mark of honour. Lord Grey will agree with the Queen that it
will be better not to establish two fountains of honour in the
Realm. If the East India Company wish to mark their
approbation, perhaps they might send Major Edwardes & fine
sword or something of that kind.

B ey f

1 ius, the Boer leader, had in consequence of the British annexation ¢!

tem%grgU1g§;}:rI?£ng}fé :E;n'tish Resident from Bloemfontein, Sce Introductory Note,
anle, p. 142. " Sir Harry Smith decisively defeated the Boers on the 29th of August.
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Earl Grey to Queen Victoria.
COLONTAL OFFICE, 26tk October 1813

Earl Grey presents his humble duty to your Majesty, and
has just had the honour of receiving your Majesty's letter.
T i T an -~

rncont hamnnnad fa ha hane sdioe o6 e ol

that although there can be no doubt of the objection to the
blue coats worn by officers, win this mnstance therr having
suffered so much cannot be attributed to that cause, as 1t
appears that all the officers who were wounded but one, be-
longed to regiuments (tho Rafle Battalion or the Cape Mounted
Rifles) in which tho officers are dressed in the same colour ag
themen. . . .

Lord Grey begs to submut to your Majesty that the usual
tume for rcheving the present Governor of Gibraltar 1s now
come, and that * = 4t =tn 2 s Ao T e et D
to Bir Robert
to Lord Grey
and also the g
ing greater en
Ordnanee, it *
upon o Gener P . .
Engineers  There is some difficulty in making a sclection from
the officers of theso Corps, because, from their retiring only by
scnionty, they ecldom attan the rank of General Officer while
they are still in possession of sufficient strength and actisity
for employment.  Lord Grey, however, believes from the in-
formation he has been able to obtain, that Sir Robert Gardiner
might, with advantage, bo appointed to this command, which
he therefore begs leave to recornmend to y our Majesty to confer
upon him.,  Lord Grey has had no communication with Sir R.
Gardiner, and i3 entirely ignorant whether he would accept
this employment.t

Queen Victoria to Lord Jokn Russell.
WINDSOR CASTLY, 2i7A October 1918
The Queen has not yet acknowledged the receipt of Lord
John Russell's commumication of the views of the Cabinet on
1 Eir Robert Qardiner, E OV, was sppolrted Governor and Commander-inCuief of

Gibraitsr on the 16t of Norember, 234 beld that post tll 1853,

VoL i 7.
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the Italian affairs.t  She is very glad that the Cabinet should
have considered this important guestion, and that she should
have received an assurance “ that she will not be advised to
have recourse to forcible intervention.” The Queen under-
stands this principle to apply to Lombardy as well as to Sicily,
and that, of course, * forcible intervention  will not only be
avoided as to British means, but likewise as to French means,
with British consent and concurrence. Though Lord John
Russell does not enter so much into particulars with regard to
the opinions of the Members of the Cabinet as the Queen might
have wished, she infers from the proposition that Lombardy
should be constituted separately under an Archduke, that
the idea of making it over to the King of Sardinia is finally

abandoned.

-~
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Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria.
PEMBROKL LODGE, 18th November 1848,

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty.

It will probably be necessary to send troops to India, who
will then be no longer chargeable to this country. But Lgrd
Jolin Russell thinks it his duty to state that however unwillu}g
he may be to diminish the Military and Naval force, it is still
more essential to keep our income within our expenditure.

The whole matter will be under the consideration of the
Cabinet next week.

The approaching election of a President in France must
decide the question of the future Government of France. Louis
Bonaparte may probably play the part of Richard Cromwell.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
WINDSOR OASTLE, 21st November 1848.

My pearesT UNoLE,—I write to thank you for your kind
letter of the 18th on your god-daughter’s eighth birthday !
It does seem like an incredible dream that Vicky should already

be so old ! She is very happy with all her gifts.
In Vienna things are much better. Louis Napoleon’s elec-

tion seems certain, and I own I wish for it as I think it will

lead to something else.

3 -, . . ey : d

written to the effect that, while no definite decision had been arrive!

atim;égrgegg?(? tl:)agtaly, it was thought by the Cabinet that every means should be usﬂ(;g
to induce Austris to give up Lombardy to an Austrian Prince, as most confo_rmable to oY
interests of Austria herself. The question of Sicily (he added) was more diffcult, bg o
Do agreement could be arrived at by amicable negotiation, the Cabinet would 1o
disposed to advise the Queen to have recourse to forcible intervention.
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Yaou will greve to hear that our good, dear, old friend
PR T W B i Amd T amcilog g pretty
t you, and
» good and
y any recol-
' wish that
time back again.
We go to-morrow for four weeks to our dear, peaceful
Osborne.
1 will now take my leave, Begging you to believe mo ever
your devoted Niece, Vicroria R.

Viscount Palmerston to Queen Victora,
BROCKET TIALL, £3rd Aprember 1848

Viscount Pa 13 here d 1 the y
eeupation €f —r4-t == ATn s deatewt wotiac e ot "
life of one +
talents, hus '
than by th . ..
which rendered him the most devoted subject who ever had
the honour to serve a Sovereign.

Viscount Palmerston to Queen Victoria,
BROCKET HALL, 25t Notember 1848

Viscount Palmerston presents his humble duty to your
Mejesty, and has to state that Viscount Melbourne was re-
leased from further suffering at about six o'clock yesterday
afternoon. His bodily strength had been rapidly declining
during the Jast few days, and it was only at intervals that
ho retained eny degree of apparent constiousness, The last
transition took place quietly and with almest imperceptible
gradation.

Lord John Ruasscll to Queen Victoria.
TENRROKE LODCE, 364 Norember 1848,

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty
ho sces no political objection ta & visit to Osborne on the part
of the Duke and Duchess of Nemours. The election of a

1 Eee Grevitle's sppreciative description of Lady Beanvale ia Lis Journal for the 30th
of January 1833,
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President in France is so completely absorbing attention that
any mark of regard to the Duke of Nemours may well pass
unnoticed.

Lord John Russell had the honour of seeing Louis Philippe
in this house on Friday. He was in much better spirits,
owing to the convalescence of the Queen ; but the illness has
been a very serious one.

Lord John Russell had understood that the affairs of pro-
perty belonging to the Orleans family were arranged, and that
Louis Philippe would ultimately be possessed of more than a
million sterling.

Louis Philippe expressed his opinion in favour of Louis
Bonaparte as a candidate for the Presidency. He feels con-
fident that France cannot go to war on account of the state of

her finances.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
OSBORNE, 27th November, 1848,

My pearREST UwnciLE,—Thank God! that the news from
Berlin are better. It is to be hoped that this may have a good

effect elsewhere.
In France there ought really to be a Monarchy before long,

qui que ce sott.

Our poor old friend Melbourne died on the 24th. I sincerely
regret him, for he was truly attached to me, and though not &
firm Minister he was a noble, kind-hearted, generous being.
Poor Lord Beauvale and Lady Palmerston feel it very much.

I wish it might soften the caro sposo of the latter-named person.
Vicroria R

Pope Pius IX. to Queen Victorial

To the Most Serene and Potent Sovereign Victoria, the Illus-
trious Queen of England, Pius Papa Nonus.

Most Serene and Most Potent Queen, Greeting! Your
Royal Majesty has already learned what a subversion of
public affairs has taken place at Rome, and what utterly un-
heard-of violence was, on the 16th of the late month of Novem-
ber, offered to us in our very Palace of the Quirinal, in con-
sequence of a nefarious conspiracy of abandoned and most
turbulent men. Hence, in order to avoid more violent com-
motions and more serious dangers, as likewise for the purposé

1 Official translation.
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of freely performing the functions of our apostohe Mnstry,
we, not without the deepest and most heartfelt sorrow, have
been constrained to depart for a time from our Holy City, and
from the whole state of our pontifical dominions , and in the
meanwhile wo come as far as Gaita, where, as soon 83 wo had
arrived, our first care was to declare to our subjects the senty-
ments of our mind and will, by a public edict, a copy of winch
we transmit to your Royal Majesty, together with theso our
letters. Withont doubt, through your own wisdom, yon will
perfectly understand, Most Serene and Potent Sovereign, that
smongst the other most crue) difficulties by which wo are
pressed, we must be chiefly solicatous concermng those subject
to our temporal rule and the rights end posscssions of the
Roman Church, which, moreover, your august Uncle and the
other Princes of Europo protected with 8o much zeal  But wo
4o not 1n the least doubt that, 1n conformuty with your exalted
magnenimity, your justice, and your known desiro to mantatn
order 1n public affairs, you wiil by no means suffer this same to
be wanting to us at this most lamentable time  Trusting -
deed 10 this hopé, we do not cease, in the humihty end effhe-
tion of our heart, from earnestly beseechung God, the All Good
and All Great, that He may heap upon your Royal Majesty
and your whole House all true and solid prospenty, and that
He may unite you with us in perfect chanity.

Given at Geeta, the 4th day of December 1848, in the thurd
year of our Pontificate

Pios PP, IX1t

Quecn Victorsa to the King of the Delpans,
OTORXT, 13A December 1843

My prrovep UsciLr,—Pray accept my wanmest and best
wishes for many, many happy returns of your birthday—a day
£o dear to 8o many, and which will be hailed with such joy in
Belgium, You have indeed reason to Joak with satisfaction
on all around you, though it is a painful thing to think how
many have been ruined and mada miserable sinca this day
twelvemontha, Lot us hopoe that another year may bring
many things round again.

The weather is benutiful, and T wish much we could fly over
10 P8y our tespeets 10 you on your dear birthday.

1‘!:0 papers are just come, and I sec there 13 no doubt of
Louis Napoleon's election, which I am very glad of, an it is a

1 Trlsletter was smitak Iy acknowledred In proensi tenes,  Seep. 210,
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sign of botter times. But that one should have to wish for him
is really wonderful.
Now good-bye, dearest Uncle. Ever your devoted Niece,
Vicroria R.

Qucen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
OSBORNE, 19th December 1843,

MY DEAREST, KINDEST UNCLE,—Your dear letter, full of
interesting topies, which I received yesterday, gave me greab
pleasure, and I thank you much for it. The success of Louis
Napoleon! is an extraordinary event, but valuable as a uni-
versal condemnation of the Republic since February.

It will, however, perhaps be more difficult to get rid of him
again than one at first may imagine. Nemours thinks it better
that none of themselves should be called into action for some
time to come. I fear that he feels now that they ought to have
foreseen the dangers in February, and ought not to have yielded ;
when I said to him that the Pope had declared that he would
never quit Rome, and did so do the very next day, he sald;
‘““Ah! mon Dieu, on se laisse entrainer dans ces moments.’
Louise said to me that ker Father had so often declared he would
never quit Paris alive, so that when she heard of his flight she
always believed it was untrue and he must be dead. . .

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 22nd December 1848.

The Queen has been waiting to receive an answer from Lord
John Russell upon her last letter, and has therefore delayed
sending the enclosed letter from Lord Palmerston.? , But lest
any further delay might cause future inconvenience, she sends
it now without having received Lord John’s answer. The
Queen is sure Lord John will feel that neither Lord Palmerston

d President on the 10th of December, by an immense majority.

12 ggr‘gnf’s}re:g:stfn had written to say that Lord Normanby’s credentisls were pgx(x)é
visional, and regular credentials would become necessary. The new French Govermﬁuld
were sending Ambassadors to Vienna, Rome, and other capitals, which in return gtive
send Ambassadors to Paris, so that it would be injurious for this country irepresen" oty
to be of inferior diplomatic rank. * It would,” he wrote subsequ_entl;:, be derobat g,
to the dignity of your Majesty, and to the character of your Majesty’s Governmennisl;
in the present state of things between the British and Spanish Governments the Sﬂawed
Ambassador should, by a dilatoriness on the part of your Majesty’s Government, be allos %
to raise a question about precedence with your Majesty’s representative at %Imis by's
would be very inconvenient if that question were decided unfavourably to your | B]f,o P
representative, and very undesirable that he shot,x,ld appear to be under obligation
French Government for a decision in his favour.
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nor Lord Normanby have shown a proper regard for the
Queen’s wishes and opinion in this matter. Lord Normanby’s
Deapatch shows that the step to be taken with reference to an
Ambassador to be sent here 1s avowedly for the purpose of
controlitng the future action of the Queen’s Government, and
to oblige her to keep a permanent Ambassador at Pars in the
person of Lord Normanby It 13 not very dekeate in Lord
Normanby to convey such a message, nor in Lord Palmerston
to urge 1t so eagerly. M de Beaumont's departure from this
country without taking leave of the Queen was neither very
becorming

The Queen has already, on Lord Palmerston's account,
received two public affronts: the one by her Mmuster in Spain
having been sent out of that country,t the other now, by tho
new Lmperor of Austria not announcing to her by special
mission his accession to the Throne, which he did to all other
Sovereigns, avowedly, a3 1t appears, to mark the indignation
of Austria at the immical proceedings of the British Foreign
Sceretary. The Queen does not think that, in the face of such
slurs, the digmty of England will be vindicated by a race bo-
twcen her representative and that of Span, who is to present
his credentials first to the new President of the French Re-
public, which Lord Palmerston considers of such importanco
a3 to render an diate decision indisy bl

Should Lord John think that we cannot do less now for
Louis Napoleon than lias been done in the case of General
Cavaignace, the Queen will not object to renewing Lord Nor-
manby's credentials as Ambassador-Extraordinary on a special
mission.

1 Sco arte, p. 175,



INTRODUCTORY XNOTE
TO CHAPTER XVIII

Tur opening of Parlinment (1849) was noteworthy for the
appeearance of Mr Disranli og leader of the Opposition in the House of
Coammona, in place of Lord George Bentinek, who had died suddenly
in the reeesa: the Peelites, though influentia), were numerically fo,
nni they cantinned by their support to maintain the Whigs in office,
thie prineipal measure of the ression being the Aet for the repeal of
the Navigation Lawe, a natural carollary to Peel’s free trade policy.
A Royal visit was paid to Ireland in August, and at Cork, Waterford.
Dablin, and Belfast, the Queen and Prince were received with great
enthucinsm, v

Abroad, the cause of United Ttaly suffered a severe check. The
Sirilinn revolt came to an end, and Austrian ascendency was re-
estnblished in Northern Italy.  King Charles Albert was defeated at
Novara, und abdieated in favour of his son, Victor Emmanuel.
The Pupe, who had fled from Rome in disguise, in Nevember 1845,
and was living at Gasta, was now under the protection of Austria
nnd France, and General QOudinot occupied the Papal city on his
behalf in June.  Austrian infiuence restored Tuscany, Parma, and
Modena to their rulers, and in Central Europe operated to prevent the
nceeptance by the King of Prussin of the Imperial Crown of Ger-
many. Hungary, in consequence of the help rendered to the
Vienncse insurrectionists in 1848, was reduced to submission, but
only with Russinn co-operation. Heavy retribution was inflicted on
the Hungarinns ; Kossuth and other revolutionaries fled to Turkey,
the Russinn and Austrinn Governments unsuccessfully demanding
their extradition.

The British operations against the Sikhs were brought to a suc-
cessful termination ; the Commander-in-Chief, Lord Gough, with
inferior numbers, had engaged the enemy at Chillianwalla, with
indecisive and virtually unfavourable results, and Sir Charles Napier
was Fent out to supersede him. Mooltan, where the outrage of the
previous vear had taken place, had been besieged, and fell on the
29nd of January. Dalhousie had established himself at Ferozepore.
A week or two later the Sikhs and Afghans were overwhelmingly
defeated at Gujerat, and on the 29th of March the Punjab was -
corporated in the British Empire ;_the ** Koh-i-noor ” was, in token
of submission, presented by the Maharajah to the Queen. Lord
Dalhousie received a Marquisate, and the thanks of both Houses of
Parliament were voted to all concerned.

208



CHAPTER XVIII
1849

M on Matiers d with the Form of addressing
the Pope in Ansuwer to his Letter to Her Majesty of dth

December 1848.
FOREIGN OFFICE, 3A January 1849

Tre accompanying dreit of answer to the letter winch the
Pope addressed to Her Majesty from Gaeta on the 4th of
December 15 in the same form as letters which were written to
Pope Pius VII. by Georgo the Fourth while Prince Regent, and
after he came to the Throne. They address the Pope as
*Most Eminent Str,” style lum * Your Holiness,” and finish
with the mere signature after the date or the conclusion of the
Jetter. Copics of those letters are annexed
Other forms of writing Royal letters aro :—
1st. Commencing * Sit my Brother  (or * Sir my Cousin,”
etc., a3 tho caso may be), and ending thus :
“ 8ir my Brother,
Your Majesty’s
Good Sister.”
This is the form used between Sovereign and Sovereign
2nd Commencing with the Queen’s titles. In these letters
the plural ** wo ** and *“our " aro employ ed instead of “ 1 ” and
*my,” and the letters terminate thus :—
*“Your Good Friend,

This form is now used almost exclusively for Royal letters to
tepublics,

In the Stato Paper Office thero iz, with only one exception,
no record of any Jetter from a Sovereign of England to the Pope
from the time of Henry VIIL, when the Stato Paper Office
records commence.  The single exception is an orizinal Jetter
from Queen Mery in 15655 to Pope Paul 1V, It secms that
when the time of her expected confine:nent drew nigh, she
caused Jetters to Lo prepared announcing the birth of a son,
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and signed them in anticipation of the event. When no birth
took place, the lefters were of course not sent off ; but they
have been preserved to the present day, and among them is
the letter to the Pope. The accompanying paper contains a
copy of the beginning and conclusion of it.

There is no trace in the State Paper Office of any letter of
credence having been given by James II. to Lord Castlemaine
in 1685. The correspondence of the reign of James II. is,
however, very defective, and much of it must either have been
suppressed or have got into private hands.

Drajt] Queen Victoria to Pope Pius IX1

MosT EMmNENT SIR,~—1 have received the letter which your
Holiness addressed to me from Gagta on the 4th of December
last, and in which you acquaint me that in consequence of the
violent proceedings of certain of your subjects, you had felt
yourself obliged to depart from Rome, and for a time to quit
your dominions. I assure your Holiness that I have been
deeply pained at the intelligence of the events to which your
letter refers, and that I do the fullest justice to the motives
which induced your Holiness to withdraw for a time from your
capital. Your Holiness has given so many proofs of being
animated by a sincere desire to improve the condition of the
people whom, under Divine Providence, you have been choser;
to govern, and the clemency of your heart and the re_;ctmlde 0
your intentions are so well known and so truly appreciated, thadf?
I cannot but hope that the trials which you ha\je experience
in consequence of popular commotion will speedily come to an
end, and will be succeeded by a cordial, good understanding
between your Holiness and the Roman people. I request your
Holiness to believe that it would afford me real pleasure to be
able in any degree to contribute to a result so much to be
desired ; and I am happy in having this opportunity of assm‘;
ing you of my sincere friendship, and of the unfeigned respec
and esteem which I entertain for your person and character.

Given at Windsor Castle the [ ] day of January 1849.

The President of the French Republic fo Queen Victoria.
ELYSAEE NATIONAL, le 22 Janvier 1849

TrES CHERE ET GRANDE AMIE,—Une de mes premiéres
pensées lorsque le veeu de’la nation Frangaise m’appela 8

1 See p. 204,
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porvoir fut de faire part & votre Majesté de mon avénement et
des sentiments que )’ apportais dans ma nouvelle position.

Des circonstances particuliéres ont retardé le départ de
I'ambassadeur qui devait porter ma lettre ; mais aujourd’hwm
que I'’Amural Cécile so rend & Londres je démire exprimer &
votre Majesté la respectueuse sympathie que )'a1 toujours
éprouvée pour sa personne ; Jé désie surtout lu dire combien
Je sws reconnassant de la généreuse hosprtalité qu'elle m'a
donnée dans ses états lorsque )'étais fugitif ou proscrit et
corbien Je serais heureux s1 ce souvemr pouvait servir & res-
serrer les liens qui unssent les gouvernements et les peuples
de nos deux pays.

Je pric votre Majesté de croire & mes sentiments Votre
ami, Louls NAPOLEON BONAPARTE.

Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria
CHESUAM PLACE, 22nd January 1849

Lord John Russell presents hus humble duty to your Majesty,
end would now wish to consult Lord Lansdowne on the pro-
prioty of offering to Lord Palmerston to exchange the Foreign
Offtce for the Lord-Lieutenancy of Ireland.t

P vl

Taed Talim Dunent Lae A fe Al eeee o

he proceed in the matter without Lord Lansdowne's con-
currence,

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell,
WODSOR CasTLE, 22nd January 1843,

The Queen has just received Lord John Russell’s letter and
enclosures, the contents of which have deeply grieved her, as
the honour of her Government has always been nearest to her
heart.  Sho fecls deeply the humiliation to have to make an
apology ta the Government of Naples, which stands so very

2 Hostiittes mere In progress between the Sicilian insursents azd their Eovereize. _an
agent fof the former came to Enalsnd to purchass srms, but was Joformed by the con-
tractor towhom hie spplied that the whole of his tock Bad been Fledzed to the Or irance
e Lond Palmerion, n{thout coneulting the Cabinet, allowed {Eis Hock 1o be trans.
ferred 0 The lamrrentThe maatier became public Properts. and the Treimlet Progatt
it bloes the Catlnet o the'F3ndof January, when, admentat Enezpeccoliy,the Loreiza
make an spoloyy to the N eTnIDeTS |
erils terminated for the fimes Lo espolitan Gov i
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low in public estimation, and she naturally dreads the effect
this disclosure about the guns will have in the world, when she
considers how many accusations have been brought against
the good faith of this country latterly by many different
Governments. Of course they will all consider their sus-
picions and accusations, however absurd they may have been, -
as justified and proved.

The Queen supposes that the proposition Lord John makes
to her about moving Lord Palmerston to Ireland is the result
of his conviction that after this disclosure it will be no longer
to the advantage of the public service to leave the direction
of the Foreign Affairs in these critical times in Lord Palmer-
ston’s hands. The Queen will be anxious to see Lord John
upon this subject. All she wishes for is, that matters may be
so managed as to reflect the least possible discredit upon the
Government and Lord Palmerston himself.

Qucen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 6th February 1849,

My pEAREST UNCLE,—We are well. All went off extremgly
well on Thursday, but the Government must expect difficulties
upon their (very doubtful) Foreign Policy. I own I do not
feel reassured about peace. Italy and the Pope, ete., are very
ticklish subjects.

Everybody says Louis Napoleon has behaved extremely
well in the last crisis—full of courage and energy, and they
say that he is decidedly straightforward, which is not to be
despised. I will not admit that the Gemiithlichkeit ist fiir immer
begraben in Germany ; it will surely return when this madness

is over, but how soon no one can tell. Ever your devoted
Niece, Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to the Earl of Dalhousie.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 6th February 1849.

The Queen has not yet thanked Lord Dalhousie for his long
and interesting letter which she received in the summer.
Since that period many important events have taken place In
India, and the last news have naturally made the Queen feel
very anxious. She deeply laments the loss of General Cureton
and Colonel Havelock, officers who will not be easily replaced.
The Queen thinks that Lord Dalhousie has thr_oughgut acted
most judiciously and has thwarted more mischief being done.
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She will abstain from remarking upon the conduct of the Com-
mander-1n-Chaef, a3 she knows that the Duke of Wellington has
written fully to Lord Dathouste on thus painful subjectt The
Queen concludes with expressing her hopes that Lord and
Lady Dalhousie are wn good health, and with the Prince’s
kindest to Lord Dalk

The King of the Belgians to Queen Victora
LarRex, 1064 February 1810

My pEarEsT VicToria,—I have to offer my most affection-
ate thanks for your dear letter of the 6th. The state of the
Queen seems better, though I fear not so soldly &s to be beyond
mischief ; but the improvement 1s real, and wall act as & moral
support. They have been severely tried, those poor exiles,
and Heaven knows what 1s still in store for them I don't
think that in Italy there will be war. The French cannot
think of it for some months, probably not before June ot
July, and the Itahans cannot make it alone without being
licked ; tho better informed know that.  The Pope ought to be
replaced on hus seat for the sake of every one, and lus ultra-
Liberal policy entatles him to bo supported by all Governments
and by all night-minded people

Louis Bonaparte has not 1ill-behaved, it seems, negatively
he might have done much harm  The position continues to be
sbominable. There 13 for every one an absence d’atenir which
ruins everything and everybody—that is the real difficulty.

Die Gemivhlichkert 1 Germany was the consequence of its
political existence these last thousand years; that is now all
going to ruin, and the Gemiuthlickhet will be as httle found
again que Uurbanité Frangaise 60 much talked of formerly and
now unknown,

Thts part of February puts me always in mind of my dear
little séjour with you in 1841, How far that period 13 now,
though but eight “years from us; the very features of every-
thing changed, T fear for ever, and not for the better. . . .
Now I must conclude, and remasin ever, my dearcest Victoria,
your truly devoted Uncle, Leorotp IR,

Memorandum by Queen Victoria.
TUCKINGEAY PoLace, 184 Frbruary 1665,
Admiral Céeile, who dined here for the first time after 3
T ion of his credentials as Amb dor from the Freech
1 Se¢ Introdntory Note foe the Tear, ane, p. 204,
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‘I‘lepublic, with whon} I spoke for some time after dinner, said :

Nous en avons fait de tristes expériences en Irance,”’ but
that he hoped ‘‘ que les choses s’amélioraient ; that the
Government was very firm and decided, and determined not
to allow order to be disturbed; ‘ Paris a maintenant fait
quatre Révolutions que la France a subies; votre Majesté
sait qui a proclamé la République au mois de Février ? Une
centaine de coquins ! Personne s’en doutait, et cependant la
France s’y est soumise ! That the Government was how-
ever determined, and so were all the Departments, that this
should never happen again; no doubt the danger from the
Socialists was great, all over the world ; that that was the real
danger, and that they would readily make another attempt
Iike the fearful one in June (the result of which for three days
was uncertain), but that they had not the power ; that he was
continually impressing upon all his friends in France the
necessity of supporting whatever form of Government there was
whose object was the maintenance of order, and to unite * contre
cet ennemi commun.” The President, he continued, had risen
amazingly in the opinion of every one by his firmness, courage,
and determination—svhich he had shown in those critical days
& fortnight or three weeks ago—and that in these two months
he had acquired ““ une grande aptitude pour les affaires ;| tout
le monde est étonné, parce que personne ne s’y attendait.” He
spoke with great delight of Belgium—and how it had stood the
shock of the events in France—and also of England. Italy,

he considered, was by far the greatest object of danger.
Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to the Margquls of Lansdowne.
OSDORNE, 3rd Mareh 1542,

The Queen sends Lord Lansdowne the book? she mentjoned
to him. It is an extraordinary production for people of the
working classes, and there are a great many sound and good
observations in it on education; the observations on the
deficiency in the religious instruction and in the 'prcachm{'l
the Queen thinks are particularly true. It likewise shows
a lofty and enlarged vicw of ecducation which is often
overlooked. . . . hat

The Queen takes this occasion of repeating her hope .'.u
Gaclic will be taught in future in the Highland schools, as we

as English, as it is really a great mistake that the people should
1 This book was probably Popular Educction, a3 tepards Jucemle Delvaueney, by Thom

Ballock, 1819,
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these du;'s. ' v
The Queen thinks equally that Welsh should be taught in
Wales as well as English.t

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belqians
OSBORNE, €h March 1819,

My pEAREST Uxcrr,—Your dear letter reached mo yester-
day, and I thank you warmly for it. I wish you could be here,
for I never remember finer weather than wo havo had since we
came here ; periect summer, and 8o sweet, 50 en)oyable, and
then with all the pleasures and beauties of Spring you have
that beautiful sea—so blue and smeoth as 1t has been these
three days If we have no mounteins to boast of, we have
tho sea, which is ever enjoy We have las which
have stood out two winters covered with red flowers, and
scarlet rhododendrons in brilliant bloom. Does this not
sound tempting t It seems almost wrong to be at home, and
Albert really hardly is

I wish you joy of your twenty-four foxes. If there was a
black one amongst them I should beg for one, as the ekin you
sent mo last year was no? a black one

The news from India are very distressing, and make one very
anvious, but Sir Charles Napier js instantly to be sent out 1o
supersedo Lord Gough, and he is so well versed in Indum
tactics that wo may look with safety to the future cficr Iue
arrival.

The Italian Question rcmains very complicated, and zue
German one a very perplexing, sad one.  Prussia must provaz
the poor Princes and put hersclf at tho head, else thert Jrze
hope. Austria should behave better, and not oppos» ks e
solidation of a central Power, clso I know not what irtr innme
of poor Germany.

Pray use your influence to prevent more fatal miripf

Now adicu, dearest Uncle.  Ever your devetst Jirms,

Tremnme

1 Lord Lansdowne, 11 his reply, tndertock  to.combine it & funlawtar witt
Engtish 10 the Hirhland as well pa 14 ity Rogids
BT loacs fo the Wiehiand a3 weil s e W woon, adn v T
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Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria.
CHESHAM PLACE, 16th March 1849.

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
and has the honour to state that the debate last nicht was
brought to a close.! °

Mr Cobden and Mr Disraeli made very able speeches at the
end of the debate.

The debate has been a remarkable one, and the division
shows tolerably well the strength of parties. The Protection-
ists, animated by the cry of agricultural distress, are disposed
to use their power to the utmost. Mr Disraeli shows himself
8 much abler and less passionate leader than Lord George
Bentinck. :

On the other hand, the friends of Sir Robert Peel and the
party of Mr Cobden unite with the Government in resisting
the Protectionist party. The House of Commons thus gives
& majority, which, though not compact, is decided at once
against the extreme Tory and the extreme Radical party.
With such a House of Commons the great interests of the
Throne and the Constitution are safe. An abrupt dissolution

would put everything to hazard.

The Earl of Dalhousie to Queen Victoria.
Caxp, FEROZEPORE, 24th March 1849,

The Governor-General presents his most humble duty to
your Majesty, and has the honour of acknowledging the receipt
of the letter which your Majesty most graciously addressed
to him on the 5th of February.

He is deeply sensible of your Majesty’s goodness, and most
grateful for the expression of approbation which it has con-

veyed.

The Governor-General is not without fear that he may have
intruded too often of late upon your Majesty’s time. But he
is so satisfied of the extreme pleasure which your Majesty
would experience on learning that the prisoners who were In
the hands of the Sikhs, and especially tie ladies and children,
were once again safe in the British camp, that he would have
ventured to convey to your Majesty that intelligence, even
though he had not been able to add to it—as happily he can—
the announcement of the surrender of the whole IXhalsa army,
and the end of the war with the Sikhs.

1 On Mr Disraeli’s motion for payment of the half of local rates by the Treasury, which
was defeated by 280 to 189.
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Major-General Gilbert pushed on rapidly m purswit of the
Sikhs, who were a fewsmarches in front of him, carrying off our
prisoners with them.

At Rawul Pindee, half-way between the Jhelum and Attock,
the Sikh troops, as we have since heard, would go no further.
They recetved no pay, they were starving, they had been beaten
and were disheartened ; &nd so they surrendered

All the prisoners were brought safe into our camp. Forty-
one pieces of artilery were given up. Chuttur Singh and
Shere Singh, with all the Sirdars, delivered their swords to
General Gilbert in the presence of lus officers ; and the remams
of the Sikh army, 16,000 strong, were marched into camp, by
1000 at & time, and laid down thewr arms as they passed
between the lines of the British troops.

‘'our Majesty may well imagine tho pride wath which Brtish
Officers looked on such a scene, and witnessed thus absolute
subjection and humiliation of so powerful an encmy.

How deeply the humiliation wes felt by the Sikhs themselves
may be judged by the report which tho officers who were
present have made, that many of them, and especially the grim
old Khalsas of Runjeet’s time, exclaimed as they threw their
Sm\i down upon the beap: “This day Rumjeet Singh has

led !

Upwards of 20,000 stands of erms wero taken in the hills.
Vest quantities were gathered after the flight of the Sikhs from
Gujerat. As a further precaution, the Governor-General has
ordered o disarming of tho Sikhs throughout the Eastern
Doabs, wlile they are yet cast down and afraid of punishment.
He trusts that thee measures may all tend to ensure the
continuance of peace.

The Sirdars will arrive at Lahore to-day, where they will
owait the determination of their future places of residence.
The officers who were prisoners have also reached Lahore,
- o T 1d her children.

of the admirable spirit
. L. many months of very
arduous trial

By the Lindness of others, the Governor-General has had
the opportunity of seeing constantly the little notes which
were seeretly despatched by ber from her prison.  The gallant
heart she kept up under it all, the cheerful face she put npon
i, and the unrepining patienco with which she bore the priva-
tions of captiaty and the dangers which it threatened to her
children, her husband, and herself, must command the highest
re=pect and make ono proud of ene’s countrywomen.

General Gilbert, by tho Iatest intelligence, had seized the
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fort of Atloek, had crossed the Indus, and was advancing on
Peshawur, whither tho Afghans had retired.

By next wmail the Governor-General trusts that ho will be
able to announce that every enemy has been swept away by
your Majesty's Armies, and that the Afghans have either been
crushed like the Sikhs or have fled to Cabul again.

e hes the honour to subscribe himself, your Majesty's most
ohedient, most humble and very faithful Subject and Servant,

DarroUSIE.

The King of Sardinia (Victor Emanuel) to Queen Victoria.
TURIN, le 30 Jars 1849,

Ma Tri:s cuknn Saunr,~La participation officielle que je
m'empresso de vous donner de mon avénement au tréne m’ofire
une ocession que je suis heureux de saisiv pour vous exprimer
dans une lettre de ma main les sentiments de ma vive gratitude
pour I'nffection dont ma maison a regu des preuves marquantes
et réitérdes de votre part, comme pour le bienveillant intérét
que votro Gouvernement a témoignd a ce pays particuliérement
dang les graves événements qui ont eu lieu pendant cette
derniére annde.

Je vous prio d'étre persuadée que rien n’est plus sincére que
la reconnaissance que j'en conserve, et de me laisser nourrir
la confiance que je puis comptersur la continuation de ces
dispositions si aimables.

In vous renouvelant les sentiments d’amitié la plus parfaite,
jo suis, votroe trés cher Frére, Victor EMANUEL

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 1064 April 1849,

My pEAresT UncLe,—You will, I am sure, share our joy at
Ernest’s wonderful success at Eckerforde! It is a marvellous
piece of good fortune pour son baptéme de feu, but it alarmed
and agitated us all to think that he might have been wounded,

10 say the least, for he had his horse killed under him. 'At all
events, he has done honour to the poor race tO.Wh.lCh he
and it makes us both very happy. I think it will tend

belongs, vill ter
decidedly to shorten the war. Poor dear Alexandrine: I
’ St ill have been.

what anxiety she will have p gndest

The victory of Novara ? seems to have been one of the

{ Tn this engagement with the Danes, arising out of the Schleswig-Holstein disputer

TPrince Ernest greatl distinguisbed himself. X
2 Tn vt Sorshal Radotzky defeated the Piedmontese.
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fought and most brilliant battles known for years and years,
and old Radetzky says that he must name every individual
if he was to do justico to officers and men. But the loss
was very severe. The regiment of Kinsky lost twenty-four
officers ! Tho Archduko Albert distinguished himself exceed-
ingly, which is worthy of his noble father. I could work
mysell up to & great excitement about these explouts, for
thero is nothing I admire more than great military exploits
and daring.

Queen Victoria to the Duke of Wellington
1t May 1849

Tho Queen cannot let this day pass without offering to the
Duke of Wellington her warmest and sincerest wishes for
many happy returns of this day. Sho hopes the Duke will
placo the accompanying trific on his table, and that 1t will
recall to his rmind one who ever refleets with gratitudo on
tho services ho has rendered and always does render to his
Sovercign and his country.

Qucen Victoria to the King of the Belpians.
DUCKINGIAX PALLCE, 86 May 181,

31y DEAREST UncLE,~Alas ! poor Germany, I am wretched
about her; those news from Dresden aro very distressing!
Really with such an excellent man as the poor King, it is too
wicked to do what they have done. If only some sort of
arrangement could be made ; then afterwards there might bo
modifications, both in the Constitution, ctc., for that Constitu-
tion never wall work well

may turn it the other “EEy.

Knowing y our esteem for our worthy friend, Sir Robert Peel,
you will, T am sure, be glad to hear that his recond son, Freder-
ick,? mado such n beautiful speech—his maiden speech—in tho

I Tho Kz of Promta, £ 1ing Sazony, Tavarls, Wiirtemberz, and Hanovee oppovel

Tavarls, beez,
1o tre swen lency of Prusts 17 the Cartelaratio, dlined the Imperial Crown of Gere
mapy ] fresdy disturbances thereupon ensaed, and at Dreaden, the Eleg of Suzony balts
ke retice tn & &
H

ortrom,
Afterwands the Rigtt Lon, €lr Irederick Deel, who dled i 1908,
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Houze of Commons lnst night ; he was complimented by every
one, ind Sir Robert was delighted. I am so glad for him, and
also rejoice to see that there is a Yyoung man who promises to
be of uxo hereafter to his country.

Albert is agnin gone to lay a first stone. It is a delight to
hesr people speak of the good he does by always saying and
doing the right thing. . ..

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
DUCKINGHAM PALACE, 22nd May 1849,

My prarrst UNcLe,—1I could not write to you yesterday,
my time having been so entircly taken up by kind visitors, ete.,
and I trust you will forgive these hurried lines written just
before our departure for Osborne.! I hope that you will not
have been alarmed by the account of the occurrence which
took place on Saturday, and which I can assure you did nof
alarm me at alll  This time it is quite clear that it was a
wanton and svicked wish merely to frighten. whieh is very
wrong, and will be tried and punished as a misdemeanour. The
nccount in the Times is quite correct. The indignation,
loyalty, and affection this act has called forth is very gratifying
and touching.

Alice gives a very good account of it, and Lenchen? even
says, * Man shot, tried to shoot dear Mamma, must be pun-
ished.” They, Affic, and Miss Macdonald were with me.
Albert was riding, and had just returned before me. Augustus
and Clém had left us just two hours before. . . .

Many thanks for your kind letter of the 19th. ¥hat a state
Germany is in '—I mean Baden, but I hope that this violent
crisis may lead to good.

I must conclude. Ever your truly devoted Niece,
Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
OSBORNE, 26th May 1849

5 ]

The Queen has to say, in answer to Lord John Russell's
communication respecting India, that she guite approves the
annexation of the Punjab, and is pleased to find that the
1 ehi iving down Constitation Hill, was fired at by one William Hamil-
ton,:g:g g‘é‘iﬁ?’b‘gﬂg’ gl?n‘:g%d only with powder. He was tried under the Act of 1842,

and eentenced to seven years' transportation. .
¢ Princess Helena (no‘{r Princess Christian), born 25th May 1846,
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Government concur 1n this view. The elevation of Lord Dal-
lhousie to a Marquisate is well deserved, and almost the only
thing that can be offered him as a reward for his services ; but
considening his want of fortune, the Queen thinks that 1t
should be ascertained in the first instance whether the increase
of rank will be convenient to him. Lord Gough's elevation to
the digmity of Viscount has the Queen’s sanction.

Lord John Russell to the Prince Albert.
CUESHyM PLACE, 194 June 1847

Str,—I have spoken to Lord Palmerston respecting tho draft
to Mr Buchanan.t

It appears that he converted it into & privato letter, as T
suggested, but he thought fit to placo 1t on record, as 1t con-
tained information derived from authentic sources, and of
importance.

1t appears the drafts are still sent to the Queen at the samo
time as to me, so that my remmks‘ o'r corrections, or even the

hng of & it , 83 not i ly happ may
take effect after tho Queen’s pleasure has been taken.

N ' . wero

ree : . but

he professes himself ready to send thé despatches to mo 1 the
first instance, if the Queen should desire it.

It appears to mo that all our despatches ought to bo tho-
roughly considered, but that Her Majesty should give every
focility to the i f busi e il to the
drafts as soon as possible after their arrival,

I would suggest therefore that the drafts should have my
concurrence before they are submitted to the Queen, end in
case of any material change, that I should write to apprise
Her Majesty of my views, and, if necessary, submit my reasons.
I have tho honour to be, your Roya! Highness's most obedient
Servant, J. RrssELL.

The Prince Albert to Lord John Russell.
200k June 1002,

My oran Lorp Joms,—Your proposal with respect to the
mode of taking the Queen's pleasuro about the drafts is per-

A (alterwards S -1982;
rrmm.(v: erwards Slr) dadrew Duchaasn (1807-1882), Secretary of Legatlon at £¢
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RV

{: i evrecwhle ta the Queon. She would onlv require that
ot monbd st beopeeced for sn nmewer within o fe minutes,
O N O T '”l"i"”"i"‘l.

Lesd Paigerston eoubd sheays manape to thet there are
ooor tnentyfour hours Bt for reference to vou, and
breatean, nved there are few inatanecs in whieh busines
wffer fromy e ehinrt o delsy,  As Lord Palmerston

tha Mnils go, ke hae ouly to write in time for
thetn, el e noet perallect that the 28,000 despatehes in the
Loar e ene to v pd ta the Quren ng well as to himself.
Rleadl the Queensin futare have to make any remark, she
Hopsdie sr to o Gf that will suit you.  Ever yours truly,
ALBERT.

t
Portusns weletn )

4y
i

o= It Bl to Visennnt Palinereton.

28rr June 15¢5,

Parvepstow,—TI wrote the substance of what you
wrote to e ta the Prives, aned proposed that the deafts should,
i the Nt in danee, boosrnt to me, You will éee by the en-
el b tter from the Prines he Quen -e5 of this
IS Horinan the Pooes that the (een approves ©

My pran

| EH ol

S

fr oo s vneschint abridee the eireuit i, when I have no
rorarls o make, 1 forward the draits with the Foreign Office
derestion to the ueen 1t ones,

[ eanned pretend to say that T paid the same attention to
the 25,000 degitehes of 1848 that yvou are obliged to do.
S5 T agresan the Prinee’s remark that directions to Foreign
Ming terd aught to bo very maturely weighed, for the Queen
peak to foreign nations in this and no

angd the Govermment ¥
other monner. Yours truly, J. RUSSELL.

Quren Vietoria to Viscount Palmerston.
PUCEINGIIAM PALACE, SLet June 1840

The Queen returns the enclosed drafts, which she will nob
further objeet to, but she feels it necessary to say a few wor(_is
in answer to Lord Palmerston's letter.  The union of Sclllespﬂg
and Holsteint is not an ideal one, but complete as to Cons.tx.tw
tion. Iinance, Customs, Jurisdiction, Church, Universities,
Poor Law, Settlement, Debts, ete., ete., ete. It is not ¢cstab-
tished by the Kings-Dukes, but has existed for centuries. To

1 Lt f~w iy had bren elidmed by Germany as an integral part of her territory, and o wat
between Gemmany and Deamark wus in progress,
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defend Holstein against the attack made by Denmark upon
this union, Germany )oined the war. It is true that 1t 13 now
proposed 1n the new Constitution for Germany to consent to
the separation of Schleswig and Holstem, elthough last year
the Frankfort Parhament had desired the incorporation of
Sehleswig mnto Germany with Holstemn ; but the question for
Germany 13 now not to begin a war, but to close one by a
lasting peace. In this she has, 1n the Queen’s opimon, a right
and a duty to sce that the independenco of Schleswig is secured
before she abandons that country. The companson swith
Saxony does not hold good for & moment, for the Schleswig
Revolution was not directed egamnst the Duke, but against
the King of Denmark, who invaded the rights of the Duke of
Schleswig-Holatemn ; the assistance of Prussia could therefore
not be given to Denmark, but to Schleswig-Holstein, The
case of Hungary has neither any sumilitude. Hungary 1s not
to be torn from 1ts connection with the German States by the
Austrian Government, but just the reverse

Lord Palmerston cannot be more anxious for a speedy
termination of the Danish war than the Queen 1s, but she
thinks that the mediation will not effect tins as long as the
mediating power mercly watches which of the two parties 1s
in tho greatest difficulties for the moment, and urges it to give
way ; but by a carcful and anxious discovery of the nights of
the question and a steady adherence to the recommendation
that what is right and fair ought to be done. The cause of the
war having been the unlawful attempt to incorporate Schles-
wignto Denmark, the peace cannot be lasting unless it containg
suflicient guarantees against the resumption of that schemed

Lord John Russcll to the Earl of Clarendon.
2308 June 1843

I lavo the eatisfaction to inform your Excellency that I
have recelved the Queen’s commands to acquaint you that Her
Majesty hopes to bo able in the course of the present summer
to fulfil the intention, which y ou are aware she has long enter-
tained, of a visit to Jreland.  The peneral distress unfortunately
till prevalent in Ireland precludes the Queen from visiting
Dublin in state, and thereby causing ill-timed expenditure and
inconvenience to her subjects ; yet Her Majesty docs not wish
to let another year pass without visiting a part of her domin-
ions which ehe has for sa long a time been anxious personally

1 1a teptr, Loed Palmerston expriwad entire coacurrene Ly the fastics of the principles
WLB (B Queen fodicated as beizg those which it to Falde & medlatlng Power,
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fectly agreeable to the Queen. She would only require that
she would not be pressed for an answer within a few minutes,
as is now done sometimes.

Lord Palmerston could always manage so that there are
twelve or twenty-four hours left for reference to you, and
consideration, and there are few instances in which business
would suffer from so short a delay. As Lord Palmerston
knows when the Mails go, he has only to write in time for
them, and he must recollect that the 28,000 despatches in the
year come to you and to the Queen as well as to himself.

Should the Queen in future have to make any remark, she

will make it to you, if that will suit you. Ever yours truly,
ALBERT.

Lord John Russell to Viscount Palmerston.
21st June 1849,

MY DEAR PALMERSTON,—I1 wrote the substance of what you
wrote to me to the Prince, and proposed that the drafts should,
in the first instance, be sent to me. You will see by the en-
closed letter from the Prince that the Queen approves of this
proposal. .

It may somewhat abridge the circuit if, when I have no
remark to make, I forward the drafts with the Foreign Offico
direction to the Queen at once. )

I cannot pretend to say that I paid the same attention to
the 28,000 despatches of 1848 that you are obliged to do.
Still I agree in the Prince’s remark that directions to Foreigh
Ministers ought to be very maturely weighed, for the Queen
and the Government speak to foreign nations in this and no
other manner. Yours truly, J. RUSSELL.

Queen Victoria to Viscount Palmersion,
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 21st June 1845

The Queen returns the enclosed drafts, which she wxl! ng:
further object to, but she feels it necessary to say a few worC
in answer to Lord Palmerston’s letter. The union of Schleswig
and Holstein is not an ideal one, but complete as to Constitu-
tion, Finance, Customs, Jurisdiction, Church, Umvcrsxtmg:
Poor Law, Settlement, Debts, etc., etc., etc. It is not csl(’} 0‘
Uished by the Kings-Dukes, but has existed for centurics. .

1 Schleswig had been claimed by Germany as an integral part of her territory, apd 8wl
between Germany and Depmark was in progress.
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defend Holstein against the attack made by Denmark upon
this union, Germany joined the war. It s true that it is now
proposed m the new Constitution for Germany to consent to
the separation of Schleswig and Holstein, although last year
the Frankfort Parhament had deswred the incorporation of
Schleswig mto Germany with Holstein ; but the question for
Germany is now not to b?gin a war, but to close one by &

Saxony does not hold good for & moment, for the Schleswig
Revolution was not directed aganst the Duke, but agamst
tho King of Denmark, who wmvaded the rights of the Duke of
hleswig-Holstein ; the assi: of Prussia could therefore
not be given to Denmark, but to Schleswig-Holstein. The
case of Hungary has naither any simihtude. Hungary is not
to be torn from its connection with the German States by the
Austrian_Government, but just the reverse.

Lord Palmerston cannot be more anxious for a speedy
termination of the Danish war than the Queen is, but she
thinks that the mediation wll not effect this as long as the
mediating power merely watches which of the two partics 1s
in tho greatest difficulties for the moment, and urges it to give
way 3 but by o careful and anxious diseovery of the rights of
- : N o & recommendation

The cause of the

L . ncorporate Schles-
wiginto Denmark, the peace cannot be lasting unless it contains
suflicient guarantees aganst the resumption of that schemel

Lord John Russell to the Earl of Clarendon.
2378 June 1849,

1 have the eatisfaction to inform your Excellency that T
have recelved the Queen’s commands to acquaint you that Her
Majesty hopes to be able in the course of the present summer
to {ulfit tho intention, which you are aware sho has long enter-
tained, of e visit to Ireland.  The general distress unfortumately
;;ﬂ{) prevalent in Ireland precludes the Queen from visiting
Dublin in state, and thereby causing ill-timed expenditure and
Jnconvenience to her subjects ; yet Her Majesty does not wish
to let m'm(lm'r Yyear pass without visiting a part of her domin-
1ons which she has for so long a time been anxious personally

1 Ta reply, Lord Palmeryton expressad concurrence princt
WHLB the Quees. Inmmtmu m:l'l‘re Pt “U-‘-iel’mp!a

ch oeght to guide's media
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side of our carriage yesterday. You see more ra
wretched people here than I ever saw anywhere gelgs(iac.l a;ﬁ
rcvanche, the women are really very handsome—quite in the
lowest class—as well at Cork as here ; such beautiful black
eyes and hair and such fine colours and teeth.

I must now take my leave. Ever your most affectionato
Niece, Vicroria R. .

The Earl of Clarendon to Sir George Grey.
VICE-REGAL LODGE, 14th August 1849,

My pEar GrEY,—If I had known where to direct I should
have thanked you sooner for your two welcome letters from
Belfast, where everything seems to have gone off to our hearts’
desire, and the Queen’s presence, as the Stipendiary Magis-
trate writes word, has united all classes and parties in a manner
incredible to those who know the distance at which they have
hitherto been kept asunder.

The enthusiasm here has not abated, and there is not an
individual in Dublin that does not take as a personal com-
pliment to himself the Queen’s having gone upon the paddle-
box and having ordered the Royal Standard to be lowered
three times.

Even the ex-Clubbists,! who threatened broken heads and
windows before the Queen came, are now among the most
loyal of her subjects, and are ready, according to the police
reports, to fight any one who dare say a disrespectful word of
Her Majesty.

In short, the people are not only enchanted with the Queen
and the gracious kindness of her manner and the confidence
she has shown in them, but they are pleased with themselves
for their own good feelings and behaviour, which they con-
sider have removed the barrier that hitherto existed between
the Sovereign and themselves, and that they now occupy 8
higher position in the eyes of the world. Friend Bright wes
with me to-day, and said he would not for the world have
missed seeing the embarkation at Kingston, for he had fe],tz
just the same enthusiasm as the rest of the crowd. Indeed,
he added, “ I'll defy any man to have felt otherwise when he
saw the Queen come upon the platform and bow to the peoplo
in & manner that showed her heart was with them.” He
didn’t disguise either that the Monarchical principle had made
great way with him since Friday. Ever yours truly,

CLARENDON.

1 Seditious clubs had been an important factor in the Irish disturbances of 1848,
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Qucen Vaictoria to Lord John Russell,
OSBORNE, 3rd October 1849

The Queen has received Lord John Russell's explanation
respecting the brevet promotions on the occasion of her visit
to Ircland, but cannot say that his objections have convinced
her of the impropriety of sucha p ion (to a limited extent).
To Lord John's fears of the dangerous consequences of the
precedent, the Queen has only to answer, that there can be
only one first visit to Ireland, and that the first visit to Scotland
el Clems v . *

All the p /| being 1n with the proposition
made by the Duke, an opposttion on the part of the Govern-
ment would imply a declaration against all brevets exeept inthe
field, which would deprive the Crawn of & most valuable pre-
rogative. I such & brevet as the one proposed were to lead to
great additional expense, the Queen could understand the ob-
jection on tho ground of cconomy ; but the giving brevet rank
to a fow subaltern officers {3 too trifling o matter to alarm the
Government. Perhaps the number might be reduced even,
but to deviate from tho established precedents for the first time
altogether in this case, and that after the excellent behaviour
of the Army in Ireland under very trying circumstances, would
bo felt as a great injustice.

The Queen therefore wishes Lord John to ask the Duke to
send him the former precedents and to consider with his

1l whether & modified dation cannot bo laid
before herd

Lord John Russdl to Queen Vietoria.
WOBURN ABPET, 414 October 1840,

Lord Johin Russell pre<ents his humblo duty to y our Majesty,
and will consider, in communication with the Duke of Welling-
ton, whether any modified list can be proposed by him to your
Majesty.

The economy, as y our Majesty truly observes, is not & matter
of much considerntion. But to reward Officers on the Staff,
who are already favoured by being placed on the Staff in Iro-

1 The Dke of Wellington had submittat a list of OClcers for brevet procotion, which
Tecelved the Queen s sanction ; but the It was aitersunts redoced.
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Genmany upon an enquiry of Lord John Russell whether the
Dict of Erfurt? mght not be considered a violation of the
Treaties of 1815  Lord Palmerston thought not, but hed nat
exanuned the question.

The affars of Cermany are in a cntical position ; Austria
B it P e T mmmin 3 R T o M

DISRERY

many BN, ALl UNESe DPOWErs mught be disregarded \Wers
Germany united, but 1t is obvious that Bavaria end Wurtem-
berg look to Austria and France for support, while Hanover and
Saxony will give B very faint assistance to & Prussian League.

The matter 13 very eriticel, but probably will not lead to war.

Viscount Palmerston to Queen Victona.
TOREIGN OFMICE, 30th Morember 1849,

Viscount Palmerston presenta us humble duty to your
Majesty, and i reply to your Majesty’s enquiry as to what the
measures would be which Sir Willlam Parker* would have
to take 1n order to support Mr Wyse’s? demands for redress
for certain wrongs sustained by British and Joman subjects,
Legs to say that the ordinary and accustomed method of

ing such o ds 13 by rey ls—that 13 to say, by
seizing somo vessels and property of the party which refuses
redress,* and retmiping possession thereof until redress s
granted.

Another method i3 the blockading of the ports of the party
by whom redress 19 refused, and by interrapting commereinl

tocauso i and loss, Viscount Palmer-
ston, however, does not apprehend that any active measures of
this kind will be required, but rather expects that when the
Greek Government finds that the demand is mado 1n carnest,
and that means oro ot hand to enforce it, satisfaction will at
Jast bo given. The refusal of the Greek Government to satisfy
theso claimy, and the offensive negleet with swhich they have
treated the spplications of your Majesty’s representotive at
Athens have, as Viscount Palmerston is convineed, been the
result of a belief that the British Government never would take
any real steps in ortler to press these matters to a settlement.

1 2a criler 0 ect the cormolidati ermany, the £isg of Fromia bad suzmmoned
& Tedera atlicmest 4o et ot Bt 0T 120 R of B
mandiog the Mediterranean Fieet.
1 Fritieh Lovey at Abers.
* v Iutrodaciory Note fot 130, post, . 231
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of your Majesty and Lord John Russell as to the question in
regard to the length of time during which reprisals g'{)ould be
vl . ¢ v .- .

et T PN

yesterday afternoon, and Viscount Palmerston gave Mr Wyse
a latitude of that kind in regard to the claim of Mr Pacifico,
the only one to which that question could apply, in 8 despatch
which he sent by tho overland Mediterranean mail which went
off yesterd That desp also contajned some
instructions as to the manner m which Mr Wyso 13 to com-
municate with Baron Gros,! and thoso jnstructions were the
result of & conversation which Viscount Palmerston had with
the French Ambassador after the meeting of the Cabmet,
Viscount Palmerston was only waiting for a copy of the des-
patch of yesterday eveming, which, owing to this dey bemng
Sunday, he has not jet received, in order to send to your
Majesty the alterced draft of yesterday evening, with an

pl of the cir which rendered 1t impossible
to submmit them to your Majesty beforo they wero sent off 3

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 3rd Mareh 1350

DBeforo leaving Town yesterday we saw Lord John Russell,
who camo to state what had passed with referenco to Lord
Palmerston. Ho premised that Lord Dalmerston had st all
times been a most agreeabl d 1 B
thet he had acted with Loed John ever since 1831, an had not
only never made any difficulty, but acted most boldly and in
thie most spirited manner on all political questions ; besides,
he was very popular with tho Radical part of tho Housc of
Cornmons as well as with the Protectionist, so that both would
be ready to receive him s their Leader ; he (Lord John) was
therefore most anxious to do _nothing which could hurt Lord
Talmerston’s feehngs, nor to bring about s disruption of the
‘Whig Party, which at this moment of Party confusion was the
only ono which stil held together. On tho other hand, tho
fact that the Queen distrusted Lord P'almerston was o scrious
impediment to the carrying on of the Government, Lord John
was therefore anxious to adopt a plan by which Lord Falmer-

1 Raron Gros was the Commbadover derpatcd ol by the Freoch Government to Aty
"’;::! l:-'lmmru: the dirrute,

[ t cortreonds L Wal
Pkt Pt sormepon drace Betmern Lond Joba sad Loed Falmenton, Walpeleas
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Th(_: draft merely allows a sub-division of the claims, but takes’
their validity for granted.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 26th March 1850,

My pEAREST UNCLE,~—Albert made a really beautiful speech
the other day, and it has given the greatest satisfaction and
done great good. He is indeed looked up to and beloved, as I
could wish he should be; and the more his rare qualities of
mind and heart are known, the more he will be understood and
appreciated. People are much struck at his great powers and
energy ; his great self-denial, and constant wish to work for
others, is so striking in his character ; but it is the happiest
life ; pining for what one cannot have, and trying to run after
what is pleasantest, invariably ends in disappointment.

I must now conclude. Ever your devoted Niece,
Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 29th Afarch 1850.

My pearest UNcLE,—I write only a few lines to-day,
begging you to give the accompanying drawing of her little

namesake to dearest Louise on her birthday.
I shall duly answer your dear letter of the 25th on Tuesday,

but am anxious to correct the impression that Albert read his
fine speech. He never has done so with any of his fine speeches,
but speaks them, having first prepared them and written them
down,—and does so so well, that no one believes that he is ever
nervous, which ke ¢s. This last he is said to have spoken in
so particularly English a way.

‘We have still sadly cold winds. Ever your devoted Niece,
Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 14th April 1850.

The Queen has received Lord John Russell’s letter with the
drafts, which he mentioned last night to her, and she has sent

his letter with them to Lord Palmerston. o
Lord Palmerston’s conduct in this Spanish question! in not
communicating her letter to Lord John, as she had directed,

1 The question was the selection of a Minister for Madrid.
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the transmission of the Koh-i-noor were i
therefore did not then report to your M(;j;::;ma{)sleflz ng‘ev
g-?rﬁbiﬁhzi%shieﬁx};e to dcl)l, that he conveyed the jewel himself
2t Bomba o own charge, i.md <%epos_1ted it in the Treasury
y- One of your Majesty’s ships had been ordered
to Bombay to receive it, but had not then arrived, and did not
arrive till two months afterwards, thus causing delay. The
Medea, however, sailed on 6th April, and will, it is hoped, have
a safe and speedy passage to England.

By this mail the Governor-General transmits officially a
record of all that he has been able to trace of the vicissitudes
through which the Koh-i-noor has passed. The papers are
accurate and curious.

In one of them it is narrated, on the authority of Fugueer-
ood-deen, who is now at Lahore, and who was himself the
messenger, that Runjeet Singh sent a message to Wufa Begum,
the wife of Shah Sooja, from whom he had taken the gem, to
ask her its value. She replied, ‘‘ If a strong man were to throw
four stones, one north, one south, one east, one west, and a
fifth stone up into the air, and if the space between them were
to be filled with gold, all would not equal the value of the
Koh-i-noor.” The Fugueer, thinking probably that this
appraisement was somewhat imaginative, subsequently asked
Shah Sooja the same question. The Shah replied that its
value was ‘‘good fortune; for whoever possessed it had
conquered their enemies.”

The Governor-General very respectfully and earnestly trusts
that your Majesty, in your possession of the Koh-i-noor, may
ever continue to realise its value as estimated by Shah Sooja.

He has the honour to subscribe himself, with deep respect,
your Majesty’s most obedient, most humble, and most faithful

Subject and Servant, DALHOUSIE.

The Prince Albert to Lord John Russell.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 18th J[c_v 1850.

My pEAR LorD JomN,—I return you the cnclosed lotters
which forbode a new storm, this time coming from Russia.! I
confess I do not understand that part of the quarrel, but one

1 Russia as well as France had been appealed to by Greece against the pressure broucht
to bear upoun her. On the 18th of April a Convention was signed in London dts'po:fng of
the whole dispute, and referring Don Pacifico’s claims against Portugal to arbitration.
Lord Palmerston was remiss in communicating the progress of those nqgotmtionw to
Mr Wyse, who persisted in his coercive meisures, disregarding the intelligence on the
subject he received from Baron Gros, and Greec2 accordingly submitted to his terma
France and Russia were incensed, the Irench Ambassador was recalled, and on the 15th
of May Baron Brunnow intimated the immineace of similar action by the Czar,
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serious .injury to the country, and exposing the Crown to
blows aimed at the Minister, he had consulted Lord Lans-
dowpe. ce Iford Lansdowne fully felt the strength of what
I said respecting the power of the Leader of the House of
pomr{xons, and the right on the part of the Queen to object to
its being conferred upon a person who had not her entire con-
fidence. I said I hoped Lord Lansdowne would consider the
communication of the letter as quite confidential, as, ajthough
I had no objection to telling Lord Palmerston anything that
was said in it myself, I should not like that it should come
to his ears by third persons or be otherwise talked of. Lord
John assured me that Lord Lansdowne could be entirely
relied upon, and that he himself had locked up the letter
under key the moment he had received it, and would carefully
guard it.

The result of our conference was, that we agreed that Lord
Clarendon was the only member of the Government to whom
the Foreign Affairs could be entrusted unless Lord John were
to take them himself, which was much the best. Lord John
objected to Lord Clarendon’s intimate connection with the
Times, and the violent Austrian line of that paper ; moreover,
Lord Clarendon would be wanted to organise the new depart-
ment of Secretary of State for Ireland. The Colonial Office
was much the best for Lord Palmerston, and should Lord John
go to the House of Lords, Sir George Grey was to lead in the
Commons. Lord John would take an opportunity of com-
municating with Lord Palmerston, but wished nothing should

be said or done about the changes till after the close of the
Session.? ALBERT.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
OSBORNE, 9th June 1850.

The Queen has received Lord John Russell’s two letters.
If the Cabinet think it impossible to do otherwise, of course the
Queen consents—though most reluctantly—to & compliance
with the vote respectinig the Post Office.2 The Queen t}.unks
it a very false notion of obeying God’s will, to do what will be
the cause of much annoyance and passibly of great distress to

i t the relations of Lord Palmerston with the Crown had to be post-
poixe?i‘lz)iv(il:gestzggeodebam in both Houses on Foreign Policy. In the Lords, Lord Stanley
moved g vote of censure on the Government for enforcing by coercive measures various
doubtful or exaggerated claims against the Greek Government. . s Com-

2 Lord Ashley carried a resolution forbidding the Sunday delivery of letters ah ons
mittee of Inquiry was appeinted, and reported against the proposed change, which w
abandoned.
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of my opinion with respect to tho pohitical conduct of the
Princes of tho Royal Family who are peers, snd I fecl suro that
your conduct will be quite in accordance with this view  With
respect, to your wish to bo called 23 you have hitherto been, I
do not think that this will be possible. It has never been
done, besides which 1 think the Irish (who wiil be much
flattered st your being called up by the title of Tipperary)
would feel it 03 a slight if you did not wish 1o bo ralled by the
title you bear. Al the Royal Peers havo slways been colled
Ly therr titles in this and in other countrics, and I do not think
3t would be possible to avard it Ever, ete, Vieroria B2

Lord Jokn Russell fo Queen Victora,
CHESEAS PLACE, 3140 June 1850,

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
and hag the hionour to report that Mr Roebuck asked him yes-
terday what course the Got ernment intends to pursue after the
Iate vote of the Houso of Lorda?

The newspapers contain the report of Lord John Russell's
answer

Mr Racbuck has proposed {o move on Mondsy & general
apyprobation of the Foreign Policy of the Government

What may bo tho result of such & Motion 1t 3 not easy to
sy, but es Lord Stanley has prevailed on a majonty i the
House of Lords to censuro the Foragn Policy of the Govern-
ment, it 13 imposablo to avond o deession by the House of Com-
mons on tius subject

Tho mufortuso is that ou the one sido every detail of nego-
tiatton is confounded wath the general principles of our Feregn
Poliey, and on the ather a consure upon 8 Yoreign Yolicy, the
teudency of whieh has been to leavo despotism and democracy
to fight out thewr vwn batthe, will imply i the cyes of Europe
a preference fur the canse of despotisin, and s willingness to
interfore with Ruseia and Austria on behalf of absoluts governs
ment,  The gealousy of the House of Commans would not Jong
bear such o pokiey.

Ho that as &2 may, Lord Stanley has opened a beginning of
stesfe, which may last for muny years to come.

3 The pateot waa zade oot tot vot wigned, & memorsndum of Prince Albert

erecedicg
VUCKIALIAM FaLac $25 July 1450,

§ Reet i warrant Lack from 12 a Queen’s algmaturs oo scooust ot &t Duke of Caae
Lrikeod lew, The Dok ding Jeientay erening, wiut a strac-le, afber an attack of
ferer it kad basted finr weeks, 3 the summona of 271008 Geors bk Dever dern
cattielout Atnenr

# Lard FLasiey's Motion of Crtsare was camind ty & majority of 37 4 & Rowe o 301,
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With the request that you will remember me most kindly to
Albert, I remain, my dearest Victoria, your most affectionate
Uncle, Aporruus,

Prince George of Cambridge to Queen Victoria,
ST JAMES'S PALACE, 15th June 1530.

My pEAR Cousin,—I have not as yet ventured to address
you on a subject of much interest personally to myself, and
upon which I am aware that you have been in correspondence
with my father ; but as I believe that the question which was
brought to your notice has been settled, I cannot any longer
errive myself of the pleasure of expressing to you my most
sincere and grateful thanks for the kind manner in which you
have at once acceded to the anxious request of my father
and myself, by arranging with the Government that I should
be called up to the House of Lords. This has been a point
upon which I have long been most anxious, and I am truly and
sincerely grateful that you have so considerately entered into
my feelings and wishes. T understand that it is your inten-
tion that I should be called up by my father’s second title
as arl of Tipperary ; at the same time I hope that though I
take a seat in the House as Earl of Tipperary, I may be per-
mitted to retain and be called by my present name on all
occasions not connected with the House of Lords.  As regards
the wish expressed by yourself, that I should not allow myself
to be made a political partisan, I need not, I trust, assure you
that it will be ever my endeavour to obey your desires upon
this as on all other occasions ; but I trust I may be permitted
to add, that even before this desire expressed by you, it had
been my intention to follow this line of conduct. I conceive
that whenever they conscientiously can do so, the members of
the Royal Family should support the Queen’s Government ;
and if at times it should happen that they have a difficulty in
so doing, it is at all events not desirable that they should place
themselves prominently in opposition to it.  This I believe to
be your feelings on the subject, and if you will permit me to
say so, they are also my own.

Hoping to have the pleasure soon of expres=ing to you my
‘ousin, your most

gratitude in person, I remain, my dear C
dutiful Cousin, GroRGE.

Queen Victoria to Prince George of Cambridge.
OFBONNE, 1704 June 3sif,

My pEAR GEORGE,~Many thanks for your kind letter re-
ceived yesterday. I em glad to heer that you are so entirely
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of my opinion with respect to tho political conduct of the
Princes of the Royal Family who ere peers, and 1 feel sure that
your conduct will be quite in accordanco with this view. With
respect to your wish to be called na you have hitherto been, I
do not think that this will be posuible. It has never been
done, besides which I think the Irish (who will bo much
flattered at your being called up by tho title of Tipperary)
would feel it as a slight if you did not wish to boe called by tho
titlo you bear. All the Royal Peers have always been called
Ly thar titles in this and 1n other countries, and I do not think
it would be possible to averd it Ewer, cte., Vicroria R?

Lord John Russcll to -Queen Victora
CuEsmAM PLACE, it June 1850

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
and has thoe honour to report that Mr Rocbuck asked him ycs-
terday what courso the Government intends to pursuo after the
late voto of tho Houso of Lorda?

The newspapers contain the report of Lord John Russell's
answer.

Mr Roebuck has proposed to move on Monday a general
approbation of the Foreign Policy of tho Government.

What may Lo tho result of such a Motion 1t 13 not easy to
say, but as Lord Stanley has prevailed on & majonty n the
Houso of Lords to censure the Foreign Policy of the Govern-
ment, 1t 13 1mpossiblo to avoid a decision by tho Houso of Com-
mons on this subject

The musfortune 13 that on the ono sido every detail of nego-
tiation 13 confounded with the general principles of our Foreign
Policy, and on the other a censure upon a Foreign Policy, the
tendency of wliclh has been to leaso despotism and democracy
to fight out their own battles, wall imply 1n the eyes of Lurope
8 preferenco for tho causo of despotism, and a wilhngness to

120 LIGL 03 1L miny, Lord Staniey hus opened 8 vegiuning ot
strife, which may last for many years to come

1 The patect was made out, but not sigded, s memorandum of Prince STbert
recctding —

DUCKINGHAM PALACE £0 July 1850,

T Rept £ 55 warrant tack from the Queen's algnatare on sccount of the Duke of Cam-
Geifoeat Irma, The Dule diat yesterduy evening, without @ struzrle, atter un attack of
fever wbih bad lasted four weeks. bo the summans of 'rince George bas never been
camiedout, Aveent

3 Lord Stasley's Mution of Cenrars was carried ty & majority of 37 in a Hose of 301,
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As to my having agreed with Sweden, Russia, Denmark, and
;?'rimce before communicating with Prussia and Austria, that
is not the course which things have taken. Brunnow proposed
the Protocol to me, and I have been in discussion with him
about it. It is ¢ who has communicated it to the French
Aprassador, to Reventlow, and to Rehausen; I sent it
privately several weeks ago to Westmorland, that he might
show it confidentially to Schleinitz, but telling Westmorland
that it was not a thing settled, but only a proposal by Russia,
and that, at all events, some part of the wording would be
altered. T have no doubt that Brunnow has also shown it to
Koller ; but I could not send it officially to Berlin or Vienna
till Brunnow had agreed to such a wording as I could recom-
mend the Government to adopt, nor until I received the Queen's
sanction to do so.

The only thing that occurs to me as practicable would be to
say to Austria and Prussia that if, in signing the Protocol,
they could add that they signed also in the name of the Con-
federation, we should be glad to have the additional weight of
that authority, but that could not be made a sine qud non, any
more than the signature of Austria and Prussia themselves.
for I think that the Protocol ought to be signed by as many of
the proposed Powers as may choose to agree to it, be.aring
always in mind that it is only a record of opinions and wishes,
and does not decide or pretend to decide anything practically.
Yours sincerely, PALMERSTON.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.

BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 25th June 1850.

The Queen has received Lord John Russell’s letter enclosing
those of Lord Palmerston and Lord Lansdowne. The mis-
conception on the Queen’s part, which Lord Palmerston alleges
to exist, consists in her taking the essence of the arrangement
for the mere words. Lord Palmerston pretends that the
Protocol “does not decide upon the fate of Holstein nor
attack Germany.” However, the (_)nIy object of the Protocol
is the fate of Holstein, which is decided upon—

claration of the importance to the interests

() B);? %?n‘ope to uphold the integrity of the Danish

Monarchy (which has no meaning, if it does not

mean that Holstein is to remain with it). )

(2.) By an approval of the efforts of the King of Denmarl;

to keep it with Denmark, by adapting the Jaw o
succession to that of Holstein.
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(3.) By an engagement on the part of the Powers to use
thew “ soins * to get the constitutional poution of
Holstein settled in & peace according to tho Malmoe
preliminaries, of which it was one of the conditions
that the question of the succession was to be lefy
untouched.

(4.) To seal the whole arrangement by an act of European
acknowledgment.

If the declarations of importance, the approva), th
v SRS P tiarna P

* sotns "

easily deduced from the fact that tho sttempt on tho part of
Denmark to incorporate into her polity the Duchy of Schleswig
was deelared by the Diet in 1846 to bo s declaration of war
against Germany merely on account of 1t intimate connection
with tho Duchy of Holstein.

The Queen does not wish her Minister to be Minster for
Germany, but merely to treat that country with the same con-
sideration which 19 dye to every country on whose interests wo
mean to decide.

The Queen would wish her correspondence upon this subject
to be brought before the Cabinet, and will abide by thewr
deliberate opinion.

Queen Yictorsa to the King of the Belgions.
PUOXISGusy PALLCE, 234 June 182
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Lord John Russcll to Qucen Victoria.
CHESHAM PLACE, 26th June 1850.

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
and has the honour to report that in the debate of last night
Viscount Palmerston defended the whole Foreign Policy of the
Government in a speech of four hours and three quarters.t
This speech was one of the most masterly ever delivered, going
through the details of transactions in the various parts of the
world, and appealing from time to time to great principles of
justico and of freedom.

The cheering was frequent and enthusiastic. The debate
was adjourned till Thursday, when it will probably close.

The expectation is that Ministers will have a majority, but
on the amount of that majority must depend their future

course.

Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria.
CHESHAM PLACE, 27/h June 1850.

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
and has the honour to state that the prospects of the division
are rather more favourable for Ministers than they were.

Ministers ought to have a majority of forty to justify their
remaining in office.? .

Mr Gladstone makes no secret of his wish to join Lord
Stanley in forming an Administration.

Lord John Russell would desire to have the honour of an
audience of your Majesty on Saturday at twelve or one o’clock.

The division will not take place till to-morrow night.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 2nd July 1850.

My pEAREST UNCLE,—For two most kind and affectionate
letters I offer my warmest and best thanks. The good report
of my beloved Louise’s improvement is & great happiness.

i ini k i tion
dusk till dawn, and the Minister asked for a verdict on the ques!
wt:etllfei-?satf ?lgg{gman in days of old heldbl_xinzse}f freﬁ g{gxruigﬁfxﬁz ‘lvn};;n ll);: ch;ﬁ Sfae{l’
also a British subject, in wi s s ]
go,;gdggn t%gléstﬁz’:é’atsﬁh{ul eye and the stroug’arm of Englagd will protect him agagnsg
injustice and wrong.” Peel, who made his last appearance in the House, voted agains

Bt 2 hough ed to them fu the
inisters succeeded by 310 to 264, although oppose
dcgn]ég x&'heier?.[ru%lgdlsﬁzﬁ, Mr Cobden, Sir Robexl'lt Pg;zlLMrdDPxixizlﬁ;,s i‘,; .L%u&els. (gsag:ﬁl,
i illi 1 rth, ext to the speeches Or'
ﬂisfif ‘t‘géhxanlgsy :ﬁi‘z&e speech on the Government side was that of Mr Alexander
Cockbu}n, afterwards Lord Chief Justice of England.
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By my letter to Louise you will have learnt all the detatls of
this certainly very d ) and very ivable attack.t
T have not ruflered exeept from my head, which 13 still very
tender, the blow having been extremely violent, and the brass
end of the stick fell on my head 8o as to make a considerable
noise. I own it mekes me nervous out driving, and I start at
any person comung near the earriage, winch I sm afrasd 1s
netural.  We have, alas { now another cause of much greater
anxiety in the person of our excellent Sir Robert Peel,? who, as
you will see, has had a most serious fall, and though gomg on

worthy, and so entirely to be depended on. Al parties are in
great anxiety ebout hun. I will leavo oy letter open to give
you the Jatest news.

Our good and amuable guest® hikes being with us, and wall
remam with us till Saturday, We had a concert last nght,
:md go to the opera very reguiarly. The Prophéite 13 quite

Cr e Rl N

very touchung.  Mario sings and actsin 1t quite 1 perfection,
His Raow! in the Huguenots 1 also most besutiful.  He
improves every year, and I really think his vorce 13 the finest
:onor I ever heard, and he mings and acts with such fafense
eeling,

What do you say to the conclusion of our debate ¥ It leaves
things just s they were, The House of Commons is becomung
very bl b) . e

I must now conclude. With Albert’s love, ever your most
affectionato Niece, Vicroria R.

T am happy to eay that Sir Robert, though still very ill, is
freer from pain, his pulso i3 less high, and he feels humself
better ; the Doctors think thero is no vital injury, and nothing
from which lie cannat recover. but that he must be for some
days 1 & precarious state.

1 Te Queen, writie wan fraving Cambri Are House, where sbe bad called to (rouive adter
the Duke o Carrbn Low's Resith, wae struck with 8 cane by one fobert Pate, an ex-offcer,
21 pevery Prulm waa L2Skctad 0 ber horebowd.  The outrere wan spparenily sqrsiiied

withest beven
Years pranepetytion,

1 O the dur tullawleg the Do Pactna debate, £ Robert T'erl, alter attendne »
Beting of the §xiatition Conmisdoner, bl out riinz  On Ed retarn, wrlle

g up Const 1ahiom HLl, b wae town from hia borse, 8, afte? arvring three dary
Latenw pada, dinf on the'sth of Jalp,
Yoo Prioce of Prais
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The King of Denmark to Queen Victoria,
COPENHAGUR, 4 Juillet 1850,

MA,DAME MA S®UR,—Je remplis un devoir des plus agréables,
en m erpprfassant d’annoncer & votre Majesté que la paix vient
d’étre signée le 2. de ce mois & Berlin entre moi et Sa Majesté le
Roi de Prusse, en Son nom et en celui do la Confédération
Germanique.!

Je sais et je reconnais ..e grand cceur combien je suis redev-
able & votre Majesté et & Son Gouvernement de ce résultat
important, qui justifie mon espérance de pouvoir bientét
rendre & tous mes sujets les bienfaits d’une sincére réconcilia-
tion et d'une véritable concorde.

Votre Majesté a par la sollicitude avec laquelle Elle a con-
stamment accompli le mandat de la médiation dans 'intérét
du Danemark et de I'Europe, ajouté aux témoignages inappré-
ciables de sincére amitié qu’elle n’a cessé de m’accorder durant
1a longue et pénible épreuve que le Danemark vient de nouveau
de traverser, mais qui parait, & 'aide du Tout-Puissant, devoir
maintenant faire place & un meilleur avenir, offrant, sous les
auspices de votre Majesté, de nouve.es garanties pour lindé-
pendance de mon antique Couronne et pour le maintien de
Pintégrité de ma Monarchie, & la défense desquelles je me suis
voué entiérement.

Jo suis persuadé que votre Majesté me fera la justice de
croire que je suis on ne peut plus reconnaissant, et que mon
peuple fidéle et loyal s’associe & moi et aux miens, pénétré de
ces mémes sentiments de gratitude envers votre Majesté.

Je m’estimerais infiniment heureux si Elle daignait ajouter
& toutes Ses bontés, celle que de me fournir Yoceasion de Lui
donner des preuves de mon dévouement inaltérable et de la
haute considération avec lesquels je prie Dieu qu'il vous ait,
Madame ma Sceur, vous, votre auguste Epoux et tous les vitres,
dans sa sainte et digne garde, et avec lesquels je suis, Madame
- ma Sceur, de votre Majestd, le bon Frére, FREDERICK.

The King of the Belgians to Queen Victoria.
LAEKEN, 5t& July 1850,

My DEAREST VICTORIA,—It gave me the greatest pain to
learn of the death of our true and kind friend, Sir Robert Peel.
That he should have met with his end—he so valuable to the

whole earth—from an accident so easily to be avoided with
i i i i cas bent
1 - and the Schleswig-Holstein Duchies were still at war. Germ?.{xy was
on ailujs%r:{)r;g?tgg Duchies, but Prussia now concluded a peace with Denmark ; the enlist-
went of individual Germans in the insurgent army continued.
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somo care, is the more to be lamented- You and Albert lose
in him a friend whose d correct jud, great

knowledge of everything connected with the country, can never
be found again.  Europe had in him & benevolent and & truly
wice atatesman. . .

Givo my best thanks to Albert for his kund letter. I mean
to send a messenger probably on Sunday or Monday to wnite
to lnm. I pity him about the great Exiubation. I fear ho
will bo much plagued, and I was glad to see that tho matter
13 to be treated in Parliament.  Alas ' in all human affairs one
is suro to meet with violent passions, and Peel knew that go
well ; great care even for the most useful objects is necessary.

I will write to you e word to-morrow. God pgrant that it
may be satisfactory.! Ever, my beloved, dear Victora, your
devoted Uncle, Leorowp R.

Queen Victoria to the King of Prusnia.
BUCKINGUAN PaLsC?, €A July 1830,

SInE, MY 30ST RONOURED BRrOTHER,—I have to express to
you my thanks for the pleasuro which the visit of your dear
brother has given us, who, as I hope, will remit thes lines to
you in perfect health.  That things go so well with you, and
that the healing of your wound has mado undisturbed progres<e,
has been to us a true removal of enxicty. You will no doubt
have learnt that I too have been agein the object of an attempt,
1f possiblo still moro cowardly. The criminal is, as usual, this
time too, insane, or will pretend to be so ; stull the deed remains.

Al our feelings are, 1 the meanwhile, preoccupied by the
gorrow, in which your Majesty and all Europe will share, at the
death of Sir Robert Peel.  That is one of the hardest blows of
Fate which could have fallen on us and on tho country. You
knew the great man., and understood how to appreciato his
ment. Hiz value is now beecoming clear even to his opponents;;
all Partics are united in mourning.

The only satisfactory event of recent times is the news of
your conclusion of peaco with Denmark. Accept my most
condinl congratulations cn that account.

Ih-quzﬂlm" you to remember me cordially to the dear
Queen, and referring you for detailed news to the dear Prince,
also recommending to your gracions remembranee Albert, who
does not \n-h to trouble sou, on his part, with a letter, I
remain, in unchangeable friendship, dear Brother, your
Majesty's fasthful Sister, Vicrora R.

1 Tue Iriocom CLask tte of Delghar was scrioualy £,
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Qucen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 9th July 1850,

My DEAREST UNCLE,—We live in the midst of sorrow and
death ! My poor good Uncle Cambridge breathed his last,
without a struggle, at a few minutes before ten last night. I
still saw him yesterday morning at one, but he did not see me,
and to-day I saw him lifeless and cold. The poor Duchess and
the poor children are very touching in their grief, and poor
Augusta,! who arrived just five hours too late, is quite heart-
broken. The end was most peaceful ; there was no disease;
only a gastric fever, which came on four weeks ago, from over-
exertion, and cold, and which he neglected for the first week,
carried him off.

The good Prince of Prussia you will have been pleased to talk
to and see. Having lived with him for a fortnight on a very
intimate footing, we have been able to appreciate his real worth
fully ; he is so honest and frank, and so steady of purpose and
courageous.

Poor dear Peel is to be buried to-day. The sorrow and grief
at his death are most touching, and the country mourns over
him as over & father. IEvery one seems to have lost a personal
friend.

As I have much to write, you will forgive me ending here.
You will be glad to hear that poor Aunt Gloucester is wonder-
fully calm and resigned. My poor dear Albert, who had been
so fresh and well when we came back, looks so pale and fagged
again. He has felt, and feels, Sir Robert’s loss dreadfully. He
feels he has lost a second father.

May God bless and protect you all, you dear ones! Ever
your devoted Niece, Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to Viscount Palmerston.
OSBORNE, 10¢4 July 1850.

Before this draft to Lord Bloomfield about Greece is sent, it
would be well to consider whether Lord Palmerston is justified
in calling the Minister of the Interior of Greece “‘ a notorious
defaulter to the amount of 200,000 drachms,” ? and should.he
be so, whether it is & proper thing for the Queen’s Foreign

Secretary to say in a public despatch !

1 See ante, vol. i, p. 437. . + £8500

2 s the 18th of April (sce ante, p. 242, note 1) l}ad decided tha £
shml'lr(;1 ig}g?:ggggdogmfng the clsignan(ts, and t’hat Doz,x Pacifico’s special claim ab:l?gf
Portugal should be referred to arbitration, Ultimately he was awarded ouly an insign
cant sum,
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Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
OsBORNE, 23th July 1850,

The Queen will have much pleasuro in seeing the Duke and
Duchess of Bedford here next Soturday, and wo have invited
them. She will bo quite ready to hear the Duke's opinions on
the Forcign Offico. Lord John may bo sure that shio fully
admtts tho great difficulties 1n the way of tho projected altera-
tion, but she, on the other hand, feels the duty ghe owes to the
country and to herself, not to allow a man 1in whom sho can
have no d who has d d himself 1n hing but
o straightforward and proper manner to herself, to remain in
the Foreign Office, and thereby to expose herself to insults
from other nations, and the country to the constant nisk of
serious and alarming compheations. The Qucen considers
there reasons as much graver than tho other difficultics,  Each
time that we wero in o difficulty, the Government seemed to bo
determined to movo Lord Palmerston, end as scon sa theso
difficulties were got over, thoso which present themsclves in
the carrying out of this removal appeared of so great a magm-
tude as to cause its rehinquishment. There 15 no chance of
Lord Palmerston reforming himself in his sixty-reventh year,
and after having considered his last escape as & triumph, . . «
The Queen is p My inced that Lord T'al (<8
this moment is sccretly planning an armed Russian interven-
tion in Schleswig, which may produco a renewal of revolutions.
in Germany, and possibly a general war.

‘The Queen only adduces this as an instance that there is no
question of delicacy and danger in which Lord Palmerston
will not arbitranly and without referenco to Jus colleagues or
Sovereign engage thus country.

Queen Victoria to the King of Denmark.
Ofponxe, 23 JuiTer 1622

Srec rr 310X pox Frime,—La lettro dont votre Majesté &
Lien voulu m'honorer m'a causé un bien vif plabsir comme
tetaoimaze que sotro Majesté a su apprécicr les sentiments
4 armitié pour vous et lo désir d'agic avec impartialitt qui mont
&ramée minsi que mon Gouvermnement pendant tout e cours des
Isnsues négociations qui ont précddé la eiznature de la Paix
avee PAlismamne.  Votre Majestd peut aisément comprendre
m2aei combien jo dois recretter lo renouvellement de 1a purere
avee o Schl~wiz qui ne pourra avoir d'autre réisultas gus
Tecercivement de lanimonts et I'aZaiblaserment des doux

vor. 1 9
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nobles peuples sur lesquels vous régnez. Dieu veuille que cette
dernidre lutte setermine pourtant dansune réconciliation solide,
basée sur la reconnaissance des droits et des obligations des
deux cotés.  Jo me trouve poussée & vous soumettre ici, Sire,
une priére pour un Prince qui S’est malheureusement trouvé
en conflit avee votre Majestd, mais pour lequel les liens de
parenté me portent & plaider, lo Duc de Holstein-Augusten-
burg. Je suis persuadée que la magnanimité de votre Majesté
lui rendra ses biens particuliers, qu’elle a jugé nécessaire de lui
dter pendant la guerre de 1848, ce que je reconnaitrais bien
comme une preuve d’amitié de la part de votre Majesté envers
moi.
En faisant des veeux,pour son bonheur et en exprimant Je
désir du Prince, mon Epoux, d’'étre mis aux pieds de votre
Majesté, jo suis, Sire et mon bon Frére, de votre Majesté la

bonne Sceur, Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
OSBORNE, 31st July 1850,

The Queen must draw Lord John Russell’s attention to the
accompanying draft! with regard to Schleswig, Wh.xch is evi-
dently intended to lay the ground for future foreign armed
intervention. This is to be justified by considering the assist-
ance which the Stadthalterschaft of Holstein may be tempted
1o give to their Schleswig brethren ¢ as an invasion of Schleswig
by a German force.” . i

Lord John seems himself to have placed a ““ ?°* against that
passage. This is, after two years’ negotiation and mediation,
begging the question at issue. The whole war—Revolution,
mediation, etc., etc.—rested wupon the question whether
Schleswig was part of Holstein (though not of the German
Confederation), or part of Denmark and not of Holstein.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
OSBORNE, 31st July 1850,

hes considered Lord Seymour’s memorandum
uple;eth%uli(;;gership of the Parks in London, but canbntl)ifz say
that it has convinced her of the expediency of gtstiz c\JN 1;7(1115.
There is nothingin the management of these parllcls hy fhers o
and Forests which does not equally apply to all the o X

remonstrating with the Prassian Government

1 In this draft, Lord Palmerston was g Wit e P O hioawiz,
i s giv Holstein Statthalters to their Yy
S the slgaature-of ene}) ;y»efféi be%;'een Prussia and Denmark,

after the signature of th
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Greenwish, Hampton Court, Richmond, ete. There is cer-
tnmly a degreo of inconvenience in tho divided euthority, but
this is amply d by the advantage to tho Crown,
appearance at least, to Lcep up an authority emanating per-
sonally from tho Sovereign, and unconnected with a Govern-
ment Department which 15 directly answerable to the Houso of
Commons, The last debate upon Hyde Park has, moreover,
shown that it will not bo safe not to remind the public of the
fact that the parks are Royal property As the Ranger has
no power over money, the management will always remain
with tho Offico of Woods.

The Dulke of Wellington to Queen Victoria.
LovDON, 3nd dupust 1930,

Ficld-Marshal the Duke of Wellington presents his humble
duty to your Majesty. He regrets to be under the necessity of
submitting to your \Ia)csty the enclosed letter from General
Sir Charles Napicr, G.C.I which ho tenders his reugnation
of the oftico of Commandez-in-Chief of your Majesty's Forces
in the East Indiest

Upon the receipt of this paper Field-Marshal tho Duko of
Wellington eonsidered it to be his duty to peruse all the papers
submitted by Sir Charles Napier; to survey the transaction
which had oceasioned tho censure of the Governor-General :n
Council complained of by Sir Charles Napier ; to require from
the India House all the information which could throw hight
upon the conduct complained of, 83 well as upon the motives
alleged for it ; the reasons given on account of which it was
stated to be necessary,

TIntnn pias

acey pt (ho resignation’ of Gcncrnl hlr “Charles Anplor thus
tendered,
Before hc ahould nubmxt this rocommcndunon to )our Ma-
jesty - -
andir - ‘e et i ‘!
conRic " e T s .
sers ants, who have expressed their concurrenes in bhis opmmn
It is probable that the President of the Board of Control will

# Thh wssla oo raence of £ir Chirles Napler's action In exeerisine rnrm
£ L 2arreme Couscil, 00 the oocasion of 8 mutiay of & regiment of thy aunu—q;
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lay bci"ore your Majesty the papers transmitted to the Secret
Committee of the Court of Directors, by the Governor-General
in Council, which are adverted to in the paper drawn up by the
Duke, and of which the substance alone is stated.

All of which is humbly submitted to your Majesty by your

Majesty’s most dutiful Subject and most devoted Servant,
WELLINGTON.

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
OSBORNE, 5th August 1850,

Lord John Russell having lately stated that Lord Clarendon,
who had always been most eager to see Lord Palmerston
moved, had lately expressed to him his opinion that it would
be most dangerous and impolitic to do so under present circum-
stances, we thought it right to see Lord Clarendon here. . . .
In conversation with me, Lord Clarendon spoke in his old
strain of Lord Palmerston, but very strongly also of the danger
of turning him out and making him the leader of the Radicals,
who were anxiously waiting for that, were much dissatisfied
with Lord John Russell, and free from control by the death of
Sir Robert Pecl. I said that if everything was done with Lord
Palmerston’s consent there would be no danger, to which Lord
Clarendon assented, but doubted that he would consent to
giving up what was his hobby. He added, nobody but Lord
John could carry on the Foreign Affairs, but he ought not to
leave the House of Commons under present circumstances,
where he was now the only authority left.

We saw the Duke of Bedford yesterday, whom Lord John
had wished us to invite. He is very unhappy about the present
state of affairs, frightened about things going on as at present,
when Lord John can exercise no control over Lord Palmerston,.
and the Queen is exposed year after year to the same annoyances
and dangers arising from Lord Palmerston’s mode of conducting
the affairs ; but on the other hand, equally frightened at turn-
ing him loose. The Duke was aware of all that had passed
between us and Lord John, and ready to do anything ke could
to bring matters to & satisfactory solution, but thought his
brother would not like to leave the House of Commons now.
He had very much changed his opinion on that head latterl).',
and the more so as he thought something ought to be done ne;;t
year with the franchise, wln'_ch he alone could carry thro?lg .
On my questioning whether 1t was lrppossﬂale to persuade }él;
to take the Foreign Office and stay in the Lo“:er House, Wu]k
o first-rate under-secretary, ab least for a time, the Duke
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thought he might perhaps temporarly, as he feit he owed to
the Queen the solution of the difficulty, but expressed again tuz
fears of Lord Palmerston’s opposition. I replied that af Lord
John would make up his mind to take the Fareign Office, and
10 stay 1n the Houso of Commons, I saw no danger, as Lord
John would bo able to maintan tnraself successfully. and Lord
Talmerston wonld nat like to be m opposition to him, whilst
o wonld become most formidable to anybody who was to gain
only tho leadership in the House, moreover, Lord John,
having dono so much for Lord Paimerston, could expect and
demand a return of sacrifice, and a variety of posts mizht bo
offered to him-—the Presidency of the Counal, tho office of
Home Secretary, or Secretary for the Colonies, Chancellor of
the Iixchequer, cte., ete., which places I was sure any member
of the Cabinct would vacato for um_ The Duko of Bedford
Fhe Labi cato far hun - 2he ) aor

. . [ -
o . . . ) v ' .

‘e o L .
considerately, that ho was ready to have no offico st all, and
would support tho Gavernment independently in the House of
Lords if tlus wero to facilitato arrangements  The Queen
rejoined that o peerage was of course also at Lord John's
disposal for Lord Palmerston. We then agreed that Lord
Granvillo would bo the best person to become Lord John's

President of the Board of Trade and Paymaster-General, but
would bo sure to feel the importance of taking a lower offico
under such eircumstances and with such contingencies hkely
to depend upon it. I have seen o great deal of him latterly,
as ho i3 the only working man on the Commission for the
Exhibition of 1851, and have found him most able, good-
natured, and laboriows. The Duke liked the proposal very
much, and i1 going to coramunicate all thet passed between us
to Lord John on Tuesday. Arprnr,

Memorandum Ly the Prince Albert,
OOy, £:3 Aot 1420,
Lord John Ruseell came down hers ytsterday in order to
report to the Queen what had passed between him and Lord
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Palmerston the day before, on whom he ha i
have an explanation on the Foreign Aﬁl;ig.called tn order o

Lord John reminded him of former communications, but
udmltte(} that circumstances were much changed by the recent
debates in both Houses of Parliament ; still, it was necessary
to come to an understanding of the position. The policy
pursued with regard to the Foreign Affairs had been right and
such as had the approval of Lord John himself, the Cabinet
gencrally, and he believed the greater part of the country.
But the manner in which it had been executed had been un-
fortunate, led to irritation and hostility ; although peace had
actually been preserved, and England stood in a position
requiring no territorial aggrandisement or advantage of any
kind, yet all Governments and Powers, not only Russia and
Austria, but also France and the liberal states, had become
decidedly hostile to us, and our intercourse was not such as
was desirable. Lord John could instance many cases in which
they had been unnecessarily slighted and provoked by Lord
Palmerston, like M. Drouyn de Lbuys in the Greek affair.
Lord Palmerston’s conduct towards the Queen had been dis-
respectful and wanting in due attention and deference to her,
and had been much complained of.

In consequence of all this Lord John had before proposed
to Her Majesty that the Foreign Affairs should be entrusted
to Lord Minto, he himself should go to the House of Lords,
and Lord Palmerston should have the lead in the House of
Commons. The Queen had, however, objected to this arrange-
ment, [thinking] the lead in the Lower House to be more pro-
perly given to Sir George Grey, who had as Home Secretary
conducted all internal business in the House. Now had come
Sir R. Peel’s death, which made it impossible for Lord John to
leave the House of Commons without endangering the position
of Government and of the parties in the House.

Lord Palmerston was much pleased to hear of Lord John’s
intention to stay in the House of Commons, said all was changed
now ; there had been a great conspiracy against him, he had
been accused in Parliament, put on his trial and acqulttgd.
The acquittal had produced the greatest enthusiasm for him
in the country, and he was now supported by a strong party ;
he owned, however, that his success had been chiefly owing to
the handsome manner in which Lord John and his colleagues
had supported him in the debate. That he should incur the

momentary enmity of those states whose interests and plans
natural ; he had never in-

he might have to cross was quite 1 er in-
tended any disrespect to the Queen, and if he had been guilty o
any he was quite unconscious of it and sorry for ib.
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Lord John reminded him that although the Government had
gotamajority in the House of Commons in the Foreign debate,
3t wasnot to bo forgotten that tho fato of the Government had
been staked upon 1it, and that many peoplo voted on that
nccount who would not have supported the Foreign policy
that it was remarkablo thet all thoso who had the strongest
reason to bo anxious for the of the Go
but who could not avoid #peaking, were obhged to speak and
vote against the Government.  Sir R, Peel's speech was a most
remarkable instanco of this.

Lord Palmerston saw in Sir Robert's specch nothing but a
reluctant effort to defend Lord Aberdeen, whem he was bound
to defend,  If he (Lord Palmerston) were to leave tho Foreign
Offico, thero must be a ground for it, such as s having to take
tho lead in the Houso of Commons, which was evidently im-
possible with the conduct of Foreign Department at the same
time (It had killed Mz Canning, end after that failure nobody
ought to attempt it.) But without such a ground 1t would bo
loss of character to him, which ho could not be expected to
submit to. Thero was not even the excuso of wishing to avoid
a difficulty with n foreign country, as all was smooth now.
Thoso who had wished to injuro Jum had been beat, and now
it would be giving them a triumph after all.  If the Queen or
the Cabinet wero dissatisfied with his management of the
Forcign Affairs, they had a right to demand his resignation, and
he would give it, but they could not ask him to lower himself
in public estimation  Lord John answered that his resignation
\\:ouhl lead to a further epht of partica: thero were parties

plnints against that plot which had been got “l; in thia country
agzainst lum, and urged on by foreigners, complained particu-
larly of Lord Clarendon, Mr Greville of the I'nvy Council, Mr
Reeve, ditto, and their attacks upon him in the Times, and of
Mr Delane, the Editor of the Témes, of Guizot, Princess Lieven,
cte., ete., ete.  However, they had been convinced that they
could not upsct Lim, and Mr Reevo had declared to him that
ho had been making open and honourablo (?11) war upon
Lim: now ho would make a lasting peace. With Russia
and France he (Lord Palnerston) had just been signing tho
Danish I'rotocol, showing that they were on the best terms
together,

Lord John felt he could not prees the matter further under
ihr«.\ circumstances, but he scemed much provoked at the reeult
of his conversation, Wo expressed our surpriso that he had
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not made Lord Palmerston any offer of any kind. Lord John
replied he had not been sure what he could have offered him. . ..
AISERT.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russellt
OSBORNE, 126 August 1850,

With reference to the conversation about Lord Palmerston
which the Queen had with Lord John Russell the other dey,
and Lord Palmerston’s disavowal that he ever intended any
disrespect to her by the various neglects of which she has had
so long and so often to complain, she thinks it right, in order
o prevent any mistake for the future, shortly to explain what
4t s she expects from her Foreign Secretary. She requires : (1)
That he will distinetly state what he proposes in a given cdse,
in order that the Queen may know as distinctly to what she
has given her Royal sanction; (2) Having once given her
sanction to a measure, that it be not arbitrarily altered or
modified by the Minister ; such an act she must consider as
failing in sincerity towards the Crown, and justly to be visited
by the exercise of her Constitutional right of dismissing that
Minister. She expects to be kept informed of what passes
between him and the Foreign Ministers before important de-
cisions are taken, based upon that intercourse ; to reccive the
Foreign Despatches in good time, and to have the drafts for
her approval sent to her in sufficient time to make herself
acquainted +with their contents before they must be sent off.
The Queen thinks it best that Lord John Russell should show

this letter to Lord Palmerston.

Viscount Palmerston to Lord John Russcll.
FORLIGY OFFICE, 13th August 1850,

My pear Joun Russewr,—I bave taken a copy of this
memorandum of the Queen and will not fail to attend to the
directions which it contains. With regard to the sending of
despatches to the Queen, they have somet_xmes been dc}nye(g
longer than should have been the case, in consequence OI
my having been prevented by great pressurc of bufsn.\css,I ang
by the many interruptions of interviews, otc., to which n:n

3 238, riter
u:;"st\:‘gzg ﬁ:‘%{lll (:) gog: Zﬁ"bfffzciﬁ? “{g,‘f{'ff,'. l’r’ﬁ o.rstsxm 53 ﬁjp’r e

Lven when the catastrophe came, atd
Preamble was gened-

1 Compare the memorand

was, after much forbearance, )

S i { his relation to the Sovercign,
iu t,Z ﬁfol;qﬁ?ﬁ"{"'a %e communicated by the Premier to Parliament, th,e e N e
ously omitted ; but in consequence of its description by Lord Palmers oi,), T?'AI i/:' o}
publistied by Mr Ashley, as an angry memoranduim, it was printed In full in 72~ Life
the Prince Consort,
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liable, from reading ang sending them back intq the Offiee 80
200n g T o, d have But 1, *e orders ¢h,, the
old practie, ehall b o, erted to, of & Copres of oy m.
Portan espat, 83 8oon ag they reacs, th ®. 80 that
thery may be no delay 1 sending ¢y deepntches to the Queen ;
this Practico wog &radually Jof, off a3 thy businegs of the Offico
NCreased, ang Hit ghay) requirg ap additiong} clerk o two
Fou mugs }, oeral anq allow hat IStance, . "ourg
#theerely, PALJIERSTUN.

The Dy, de Nemoury 10 Queen, Victoriq,

Mapayre MA Cugpp Covsiyr, 4 maj Drcu vyony do
S'appesantiy BUF noyg, 0 notre Perg luse 4 rég
BY0ir pooy hier BYeS calmg o “Signation les secoy, do Ia
Teligion, 3 8'est dtorn n & huyy ), AU miliey gg nousg
to oUs ] o Nhaissiey 8 chérg ¢y e, vous Bavez toyg
€0 quo noyy Perdons,

Vo COMprendre, done l‘mexpnmabla
douleur dang laqueliy HOUS gommeg Plonggs ; Yous la par.
tageres mimg Jo1osas !

C e trouye de Soulage.

La Reine Lhste, 1) Ourag,
oluo oy ho voyang Personpg

'Rré son ¢,
ment qug dang 4 Tetraito aly,
ello puysg, laisser Courg 3 gq douleyy,

Veulley, 1o pare 3 Albery denotry Mallieyr of Fecevoir jof,
ma chirg Cousino, Vho, 4, es Sentimentg da Tespect ot
d'nuachement. do vorrg bten affectionng Cousin,

Lo D'Onrdyy,

Qucen Victoria 4, Viscouns Pulmcraron.

%DOIL"X. 26N Sy 1830,

0 Quecn starts fo, Seotlang to-marmn-.

K Lo, T2 Lliprg vy, Fo sevey, 1 *, 3 Qoees
o A o s Udsece, 3yl e -u::':ma &3’&'-4}2-?:51‘;.' Hartt,
OL. 71
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The King of the Belgians to Queen Victoria,
LAEKEN, 30th August 1850.

- I have offered to the poor Queen of the French to
remain at Claremont and d’en disposer as long as Heaven does
m?t dispose of myself. She, of course, dislikes the place, but
will keep the family with her at least for some time.

Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria.
TAYMOUTH CASTLE, 5(h Secptember 1850.

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Maj esty;
and was happy to receive your Majesty’s gracious letter, which
reached him the night before last.

The proofs of attachment to your Majesty, which are every-
where exhibited, are the more gratifying as they are entirely

spontaneous.
It is fit and becoming that your Majesty should inhabit the

royal Palace of Holyrood, and this circumstance gives great
satisfaction throughout Scotland.

Lord John Russell is glad to learn that the family of the
late King of the French will continue to reside in England.

The reflection naturally occurs, if Napoleon and Louis
Philippe were unable to consolidate a dynasty in France, who
will ever be able to do it ? The prospect is a succession of
fruitless attempts at civil Government till a General assumes
the command, and governs by military force.

Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria.
DUNKELD, 7th September 1850,

. . . Lord John Russell has had the honour of receiving

at Taymouth a letter from the Prince. He agrees that the
office of Poet Laureate ought to be filled up. There are three
or four suthors of nearly equal merit, such as Henry Taylor,
Sheridan Knowles, Professor Wilson, and Mr Tennyson, who

are qualified for the office.
The King of the Belgians to Queen Victoria.

OSTEND, 7th Oclober 1850,

My DEAREST VIcTORIA,—I write a few words only to tel.l you
how our dear patient is! Yesterday was & most perilous,

1 The Queen of the Belgians died on the 11th of October, at the age of thirty-cight.
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truly dreadful day; our dear angelic Louisc was so fainting
that Madame d'Hulst, who was with her, felt the greatest
alarm.  She afterwards was better, and her mother, Cim,
Jomnville, and Aumale having ernved, she saw them with
more composure than could have been expected, Still, sho
would 1n fact wish to be left quict and alone with me, and wo
try to manago things as much gs possible so that their visit
doea not tire her too much.

Her courage and strenpth of mind are mast heart-breaking
svhen one thinks of the danger in which she 13, and her dear
and angelic soul seems even to shine more brightly at this
moment of such great and imminent danger. I am in a
dreadful state when I am with her. She 13 so contented, so
cheerful, that the possibilities of danger appear to me 1m-
possible ; but tho phyricians are very much alarmed, without

hinking the stato absolutely hopeless. That one should write
such things about a hife so precious, and one 1 fact still s0
young, and whowo angelic soul is so strong ' You will feel
with me as you love her 8o dearly. God bless you and pre-
gerve you from heart-breahing sufferings hike muine. Ever,
my dearest Victona, your devoted Uncle, Leorown R.

Viscount Palmerston to Queen Victoria,
TROADLANDY, 2D October 1830,

Viscount Palmerston presents his humble duty to your
Mnajesty, and has had thoe honour to reccive your Majesty’s
communication of the 4th instant, expressing your Majesty's
wish that an alteration should be made n his answer to Baron
Koller's 1 note of the 5th of Scptcmbcr. on the subject of tho
attack made upon General Haynau ; ? but Viscount Palmerston
begs tostate that when Baron Koller wasat tlas place about ten
days ago, he expressed so much annoyance at the delay which
had slrcady taken place in regard to the answer to lus note of
the 5th September, and he requeated ro earnestly that ho might
immediately have the reply, that Viecount I'alinerston could
do na otherwise than fend Jum the answer at once, and Baron
Koller despatehed it the next day to Vienna.

Viscount Palmerston had put the last paragraph into the
answer, beeause lie could scarcely have reconailed 1t to his own

1 Tre hmtries Artases 1w,

¥ Geaoral 1arnsn Fad ramed I3 the Tansartsn ar 71 odfcos rvpataticn as s Cocer

B hiing € e treemry o Trclar & Lebbw, 9 drovren ot tedand

wornen, W
Bttt bim, Rebad to by from thefs, and tabe reface 2 & belc® beering bose,
1 aloerton ha'
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feelings and to his sense of public responsibilit

his name to a note which m?ght be liapble to bg czglél; ‘fygrplllt
Parha,ment,. without expressing in it, at least as his owz
personal opinion, a sense of the want of propriety evinced b
General Haynau in coming to England at the present momentslf

The state of public feeling in this country about General
Haynau and his proceedings in Italy and Hungary was per-
fectly well known ; and his coming here so soon after those
events, without necessity or obligation to do so, was liable to be
looked upon as a bravado, and as a challenge to an expression
of public opinion. .

Baron Koller indeed told Viscount Palmerston that Prince
Metternich and Baron Neumann had at Brussels strongly
dissuaded General Haynau from coming on to England ; and
that he (Baron Koller) had after his arrival earnestly entreated
him to cut off those long moustachios which rendered him so
liable to be identified.

With regard to the transaction itself, there is no justifying
a breach of the law, nor an attack by a large number of people
upon one or two individuals who cannot resist such superior
force ; and though in the present case, according to Baron
Koller’s account, the chief injury sustained by General Haynau
consisted in the tearing of his coat, the loss of a cane, and some
severe bruises on his left arm, and though four or five police-
men proved to be sufficient protection, yet a mob who begin
by insult lead each other on to outrage ; and there is no saying
to what extremes they might have proceeded if they had not
been checked.

Such occurrences, however, have taken place before; and
to go no further back than the last summer, the attacks on
Lord Talbot at the Stafford meeting, and on Mr Bankes, Mr
Sturt, and others at the Dorchester meeting, when a man was
killed, were still more violent outrages, and originated simply
in differences of political opinion; whereas in this case the
brewers’ men were expressing their feeling at what they con-

sidered inhuman conduct on the part of General Haynau.
The people of this country are remarkable for their hospit-
able reception of foreigners, and for their forgetfulness of past
animosities. Napoleon Bonaparte, the greatest enemy that
England ever had, was treated while at Plymouth with respect,
and with commiseration while at St Helena. Marshal Soult,
who had fought in many battles against the English, was
received with generous acclamation when he came here as
The King of the French, Mons. Guizot,

Special Ambassador.
1 See Lord Palmerston’s letter to Sir G. Grey, Ashley's Life of Lord Palmersion, vol. §.

chap. vi.
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snd Prince Metternich, though all of them grest antagonists of
Enghsh pohey and Enghsh interests, were treated in this
coumry wnlx courtesy and kmdness nut Gx-nvrnl Hnymm

vpon a far larger eeale, and vpon a far larger number of victims,
But Viscount Palmerstan can assure your Majesty that those
feehngs of just and honoursble indignation have not been
confined to England, for he had good reason to know thay
General Haynow's feronous and \mmnn!y tma\mem D{ the

wnfrehunatninhahoantn of Taana a ametof <4t b [

Ve
10 him i London.

Queen YVietoria to Lord John Russell,
DYCRINGURN PAUCE, 11 Guoder 1830,

The G T N o
with Lo '
Baron ¥ '
ghio recc
will seo
passes over in silence her m)\mcunn to hme n corrected copy
saven to Baron Koller, and adds a nmporn!mn agmnst
General Haynnu, wiich clenrly shows that he is not so
for what has happened, and makes s merit of sympathising
with the draymen st the brewery and the Chartist Demon-
strations, . . .

Tho Queen encloses hikewise a copy of her letter 10 Lord
Palmerston, and hopes Lord John wall write to him?

3 Fromted £ o the Ralt T prurder,

3 Marte Manatng o vx lady's mat s, above earert fs 3! 1o bave worrnted Tlorteose
12 L2 Tlrmoe to Uichers) was llk‘“ll with bee Loabend, \n 8¢9, for the turser of
BTt R (hrt 1tin 6o tbe waZold, & matmal which cotwrquetly broame
urpepalar 1% soroe tioe,

Loe 10 radetet oo the nota telog withisian, snd snctber mitted ot tba
r"ﬂ'ulu o Do (el After Ltrestentng teignation, Levd Palmension soestat

S Toow ) onlt svete fo 10 Frince Alterd 1221 he w00l § e = sronenlal
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Qucen Victoria to Viscount Palmerston.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 12th October 1850.

mg}éia?gim IIBMS received Lord Palmerston’s letter respecting
) 0 Daron Koller. She cannot suppose that Baron
Koller addressed his note to Lord Palmerston in order to re-
ceive I answer an expression of his own personal opinion ; and
if Lord Palmerston could not reconcile it to his own feelings
to express the regrot of the Queen’s Government at the bratal
attack and wanton outrage committed by a ferocious mob on
ad.lstmgugs?xgd foreigner of past seventy years of age, who was
quictly visiting a private establishment in this metropolis,
without adding kis censure of the want of propriety evinced by
General Haynau in coming to England—he might have done
0 1n a private letter, where his personal feelings could not be
mistaken for the opinion of the Queen and her Government.
tS}h‘c« must repeat her request that Lord Palmerston will rectify
1is.

The Queen can as little approve of the introduction of Lynch
Law in this country as of the violent vituperations with which
Lord I_’nlmerston accuses and condemns public men in other
countries, acting in most difficult circumstances and under
heavy responsibility, without having the means of obtaining
correct information or of sifting evidence.

Queen Victoria to Viscount Palmerston.
OSBORNE, 16th Oclober 1850,

The Queen is glad to hear from Lord Palmerston that he
has given no countenance to the French and Russian proposal
at the suggestion of Denmark, that England, France, and
Russia should, after having signed the Protocol in favour of
Denmark, now go further and send their armies to aid her in
her contest with Holstein.! The Queen does not expect any
good result from Lord Palmerston’s counter proposal to urge
Prussia and Austria to compel the Holsteiners to lay down
their arms. The mediating power ought rather to make
Denmark feel that it requires more than a cessation oii host_ihtzgs,
a plan of reconciliation, and a solution of the questions in dis-
pute, before she can hope permancntly to establish peace.

1 A strenuous attempt was being made by the Danish Government to bring pressure

to bear stri Prassia, to put down the nationalist movement in the Duchies,
O R e ntion. ot by bling the Conference which had negotiated

either by active intervention, or by reasseml )
the ’l‘roayty of Berlin. Lord 'Palmg'xston discountenanced both alternatives, but wrooltg
to the Queen that he and the representatives of France, 3ussla, and Denmark thoug hlu
that Austria and Prassia should be urged to take all feasible steps to put an end to the

hostilities.
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The mediating power itself, however, should strive to arrive
at some opinion on the mstter in dispute, based, not on its
own supposed nterests, as the Protocol 1s, but on an anxious,
careful, and impartial mvestigation of the rights and preten-
stons of the disputing parties; and if 1t finds 1t impossible to
arrive at such an opmion, to fix upon some impartial tribunal
capable of doing so, to which the dispute could be submitted
for decision. Common principles of morality would pont out
sich a course, and what is morally right only can be pohitically
wise.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Beljuans.
0sBoRNE, 18th Octaber 1850.

My pDEAREST UNCLE,—This was the day I aluays and for
B0 many years wrote to her, to our adored Louse, and I now
write to you, to thank you for that heart-breaking, touching
letter of the 16th, which you so tery kindly wrote tome. Itis
30 kind of you to write to us.  TWhat & day Tuesday must have
beent Welch emnen Gang ! end yesterday ! My grief was go
great again yesterday. To talk of her is my greatest consolation ¢
Let us all try to imitate her / My poor dear Uncle, we wish so
tobe with you, to be of any use to you. You will allow us,
thiee or four weeks, to go to you for two or three days, quite
quetly and alone, to Laeken without any one, without any
Teception anywhere, to ery with you and to talle with you of

wil perhaps be some slight balm. My first impulse was to fly
at cnee to you, but perhaps & few weeks' delay wll be better.
It will be a great and melsncholy satisfaction to uws. Daily
will you feel more, my poor dear Uncle, the poignancy of
your Ireadful loss ; my heart breaks in thinking of yor and
the pior dear children. How beautiful it must be to see
that ywr whole country weeps and mourns with you! For
this comtry and for your chldren you must try to bear
up, and feel that in so doing you are doing all sEE wished.
If only we could be of use to you! if I could do anything
for dear ittle Charlotte, whom our blessed Lowse talked of
8o often t) me,

May I wite to you on Fridays when I used to wnte to her, as
well as on Tuesdays ! You need not answer me, and whenever
it bores youto wnite to me, or you have no time, let one of the
dear childrex write to me. -

May God 1less and protect you ever, my beloved Uncle, is
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ur anxions prever.  Embrace the dear children in the name

¢l one who has almest the feslings of e mother for them. Ever
Four devoled Nicece and loving Child, VicTozis R.

Quern Virloria to Lord John Rusedll.
OIDENE, 158 Ozobe 1830,
no Queen iz versy glad of the result of the confiiet with Leed
D rd John Russell apprised her by ais
yesterday's date. The correspondence, ywhich the
ow returns, shows clearly that Lord Palmersion in
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this transaction, os in evers other, remained true £ his proo-
ci B shows also that Lo-d John kss
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ing that control over Lord Palmerston, the
e owes to the Queen, his colleaguss,

U
The Queoen is vers anxicus about the Holstein gquestion, and
her last Jeiter to Lord Palmerston on ths
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Tord Jokn Russdll to t3c Prince Alcri.
DINTIOIT LODEE, 012 020l 150,
S1,—1T hinve just received this note from Lord Palmerson?
The French Ambassador, who hss been here, confirms the
ews. We must consider the whole affair on Wednesder, and
shall be cled to learn what the Quesn thinks can be done
Mr Ternvson is a St person to be Post Laureate. )
I have the konour to be, your Royal Highness’s most
obedient Servant J. RrUsselL.
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Lod Jokn Busssll to Quzen Tidoria.
TEDRPT, 953 Orow 1550,

ez
DIZEOT

Lo=d John Russell presents his humble duty to your Usjesty ;
he kas read with attention the lettes of thg Duches of 1‘\01'-
foli.: Hehas also read the Pope's Bull. It strikeshim that
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tant d'anarchic dans les csprits. I don’t think that can be cured ¢
Ucaw de rosc; the human race is not naturally good, very much
the contrary ; it requires a strong hand, and is, in fact, even
pleased to be led in that way ; the memory of all the sort of
Césars and Napoléons, from whom they chiefly got blows, is
much dearer to them than tho benefactors of mankind, whom
they crucify when they can have their own way. Give my
best love to Albert ; and I also am very anxious to be recalled
to the recollection of the children, who were so very friendly
at Ostende. How far we were thon to guess what has since

happened. . . . My dearest Victoria, your devoted Uncle,
Leororp R.

Qucen Victoria to the Countess of Gainsborough.t
Thursday smorning [Novemder . .] 1850,

Dranrst Faxyy,—This is a case of positive necessity, and
as none of the ladies are forthcoming I fear I must call upon
vou to attend me fo-night. You did so once in state before,
and as it is not a matter of pleasure, but of duty, I am sure you
will at once feel that you can have no scruple.

Whenever the Mistress of the Robes does not attend, I
always havo three ladies, as they must teke turns in standing
behind me. Ever yours affectionately, Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria ta Viscount Palmerston.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 18th Norember 1850,

The Queen is exceedingly sorry to hear that Lord West-
morland ? is gone, as she was particularly anxious to have seen
him before his return to Berlin, and to have talked to him on
the present critical events in Germany ; but she quite forgot
the day of his departure. What is the object of his seeing
the President at Paris ? and what are his instructions with
regard to Germany ?° o )

Having invariably encouraged Constitutional development in
other countries, . . . and having at the beginning of the great
movement in 1847, which led to all the catastrophes of the
following years, sent & Cabinet Minister to Italy to declare to

i f Roden, a Lady of
1 Trances, Countess of Gainsborough, daughter of the third Earl o s
the Bedchamber, and known till 1841 as Lady Barbam.
2 Minister at Berlin. i e te on
ston may have had this letter of the Que_eq s in m_md when he wrote o
thg "Il,‘%r‘;i &“i"ﬁf%f&r to Lord Cowley : * Her (i.e. Prussia’s) partisans try to make ou;
that the contest between her and Austria Is a struggle between constitutional z;n‘
arbitrary Government, but it is o such tuing,” Ashley’s Lije of Lord Palmerston, vol. 3.
chap. vi.
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all Ttalian states that England would protect them from Austria
if she should attempt by threats and violence to debar them
from the of their C i develop con-
sistency would requre that we should now, when that great
struggle is st its end and despotism 1s to be re-imposed by
Austrien arras wpon Germany, throw our weight into the scale
of Constitutional Prussia and Germany. . . . The Queen 1s
afraid, however, that all our Mintsters abroad,—at Berhn,
Dresden, Munich, Stuttgart, Hanover, etc. (with the exception
of Lord Cowley at Frankfort)—are warm partisans of the
despotic league agamst Prussia and 8 German Constitution and
for the maintenance of the old Diet under Austran and Russian
influence. Ought not Lord Palmerston to make his agents

d d that their i are at i with those
of the Englsh Government ? end that they are dong sertous
mischief 1f they express them at Courts which have already
every inclination to follow therr desperate course ?

Lord Palmerston is of course aware that the old Diet once
reconstrtuted and recogmsed. one of the main laws of 1t 13 that
“ no organic change can be made without unanimaty of voices,”
which was the cause of the nullity of that body from 1820 to
1848, and will now enable Austra, should Prussia and her
confederates recognise the Diet, to condeman Germany to a
further Iife of stagnation or new revolution.

Viscount Palmerston to Queen Victoria.
FOREIGN OFFICE, 184 Norember 1850,

Viscount Palmerston presents his humble duty to your
Majesty, With respect to the maintenance of Constitutional
G in G

y, Viscount Pal entirely sub-
gembestoy - *T T ! i * te -
as well as
Majesty’s . .
[ LAY I L SO T R 2

serves, yet he cannot persnade himself that rational and sound
Constitutional Government is at present in danger in Germany,
or. that the Austnan Government, whatever may be their m-
flmatiofx EEdL\Y‘ishes, can think 1t possible 1n the present day
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direction, arising from the rash and weak prec itati i
which in 1848 and 1849 those Governmentspwhicﬁxtggfz?e“}?:g
refused everything resolved in & moment of alarm to grant
everything, and, passing trom one extreme to the other, threw
universal suffrage among people who had been, some wholly
and others very much, unaccustomed to the working of re-
presentative Government. The French have found universal
suffrage incompatible with good order even in a Republic;
what must it be for a Monarchy ?

Viscount Palmerston would, moreover, beg to submit that
the conflict between Austria and Prussia can scarcely be said
to have turned upon principles of Government so much as
upon a struggle for political ascendency in Germany. At
Berlin, at Dresden, and in Baden the Prussian Government
has very properly no doubt employed military force to re-
establish order ; and in regard to the affairs of Hesse, the ground
taken by Prussia was not so much a constitutional as & military
one, and the objection which she made to the entrance of the
troops of the Diet was that those troops might become hostile,
and that they ought not, therefore, to occupy a central position
in the line of military defence of Prussia.

The remark which your Majesty makes as to unanimity
being required for certain purposes by the Diet regulations is
no doubt very just, and that circumstance certainly shows that
the free Conference which is about to be hel is a better con-
structed body for planning & new arrangement of a central

organ.!

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 22nd November 1850.

My DEAREST UNCLE,—Accept my best thanks for your kind
letter of the 17th, and the dear little English one from dear
little Charlotte, which is so nicely written, and shows such an
amiable disposition. I send her to-day a little heart for the
hair of our blessed Angel, which I hope she will often wear.
Our girls have all got one. I have written to the dear child.
You should have the dear children as much with youas possible;
I am sure it would be so good and use/ul' for you and thet_n.
Children ought to have great confidence in their parents, in
order for them to have any influence over them.

Yesterday Vicky was ten years old. It seems a dream. If
she lives, in eight years more she may be m_arrled ! Sheisa
very clever child, and I must say very much improved.

; ativ i of Prussia
o War ras staved off by e O o Some years 1o Comer
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The state of the Continent is deplorablo; the folly of
Austria and the giving wey of Prussia are lamentable. Our
$nfluence on the Continent 18 null . . . Add to this, we aro
between two fires in thes country . a.furious Protestant fecling
and an enraged Catholic feeling in Ireland. I believo that
Austria fans the flame at Rome, and that the whole movement
on the Conti 13 anti-Ce {, anti-Protestant, and
anti-English ; and this is xo complicated, and we have (thanks
to Lord Palmerston} coninved to quarre} g0 happily, eeparately
with each, thet X do not know how we are to stand agamnst
itally

Irustnow conclude.  Trusitng soon to hear from you agaut.
Ever your devoted Niece, Vicronia R

My longing for dearest Louise seems only to increase a3 tume
goes on.

Queen Victoria to the Duckesz of Norfolk.
WIXCSOR CASTLE, 2204 Navembor 1830,

My vEAR Dromess,—It 13 very remiss in me not to have
sooner answered your letter with the enclosure, but I recesved
3t at a moment of great grief, and simce then I have been much
occupied.

1 folly understand your anxiety relative to the proceedings
of the Roman Catholic Clergy, but I trust that there 13 no real
danger to be spprehended from that quarter, the more 80 23
1 belteve they see that they have been misled and misinformed
as to the feehing of this country by eome of the new converts to
their religion. The real danger to be spprehended, and what
1 am certain has Jed to these proceedings on the part of the
Pope, lies in our ouwn divisions, and in the extraordinary con-
duct of the Puseyites. I trust that the eyee of ruany may now
‘be opened.  One would, however, much regret to zee any acts
of intolerance towards the many jnnocent people who 1
lglieve entirely Qisapp the injudici duct of their

TRV
Hoping that you ere ali well, believe me, always, yours
eSfectionately, Yicrors R,

Queen Tioris 8o the King of Ue Belyians.
IEOE CATIE, 294 Imemlor 184D,
31r peavest Uscrr,~1 bave no dear letter to anawer, but
write to keep to the dear day, rendered 20 peculiarly dear to
me by the recollection of our dsarly beloved Louise,
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We are well, but mueh troubled wit, i
Our _rehgioys troubles are great, and Ihn?uljs? }}Egg:s:athﬁisé
Cardinal Wiseman himself admits that Austria not onslf ap-
proves the conduct of the Pope but is urging on the P{opg
ganda. I Lnow this to be so.” Our great difficulty must be,
and will be, to steer clear of both parties—the violent Pro-
testants and the Roman Catholies. = We wish in no way to
infringe the rights of the Roman Catholics, while we must
protect and uphold our own religion.

We !mve seen General Radowitz,! with whom we have been
much interested ; his accounts are very clear and very able,
and T must say, very fair and strictly constitutional. You
know him, I suppase ? Might I again ask, dearest Uncle, if
you would like to have a copy of Ross’s picture of our angel

Louise or of Winterhalter’s ?
Lady Lyttelton, who is returned, is very anxious in her

enquiries after you.
I must now conclude, my dearest Uncle. Ever your
Vicroria R.

devoted Niece,
Queen Victoria to the King of the Bclgians.
VIND3OR CASTLE, 3rd December 1850.

My BELOVED UxcrLe,—Two of your dear letters are before
me, of the 29th November and of yesterday. In the former

you give me a promise, which I consider most valuable, an(%

which I shall remind you of if you get desponding, viz. I wil
to please you labour on, and do all the good I can.” It is 50
pleasing to feel that one does good and does one’s duty. It
sweetens so many bitter trials.

The state of Germany is indeed & very anxious one. It isa
mistalre to think the supremacy of Prussia is what is wished for.
General Radowitz himself says that what is necessary for Ger-
many [is] that she should take the lead, and should redeem the
pledges given in ’48. Unless this be done in a moderate and
determined way, & fearful reaction will take place, which will
overturn Thrones ; to use Radowitz’s own words : “ und nicht
vor dem Thron stehen bletben.” Prussia is the only large and
powerful really German Power there is, and therefore she m}lSt
take the lead ; but her constant vacillation—one day doing
one thing and another day another—has caused her to be
entirely distrusted. You are quite right in saying things
should be done d’un commun accord, and I think that the other

1 General Radowitz, who had been Minister for Foreign Afiairs in Prassia, had just
arrived in England on a special mission from the King of Prussia.
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great Powers pught to be consulted. Unfortunately, Lord
Palmerston has contrived to make us so hated by all parties
abroad, that we have lost our position and our influence,
which, dering the hing and satisfactory state of this
country during all the European convulsions, ought to have
been ¢mmense,  Thig it is which pains and grieves me so deeply,
and wwhich I have so plainly been speaking to Lord John
Russell about. What a noble position we meght have had, and
how wantonly has it been thrown away !

Good Stockmar 1s well, and always of the greatest eomfort
and use to us. His judgment is so sound, so unbiassed, and so
cispassionate. Ever your devoted Niece, Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
INDSOR CuSTLE, 8(A December 1830.
The Queen received Lord John Russell’s letter and the draft
yesterday. He must ba a better judge of what the effect of
Mr Sheil’st presence in Rome may be than she can; but for
: ) SEnte B ome S s .

as an undignified course for this Government to pursue.

The Queen is glad to hear of what passed between the Arch-
bishop and Lord John* She trusts that something may be
done, as the desire for it seems to be so great. On the other
hand, the Queen deeply regrets the great abuse of the Romen
Catholic religion which takes place at all these meetings, etc.
She thinks it unchristian and unwise, and trusts that 1t will soon
cease, , . .

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 10th December 1850,
M}r BELOVED UxcLE,—My letter must, I fear, be a somewhat
hurried and short one, for my morning has been taken up in
receiving in state Addresses from the City and Universities
about this * Papal A » i which is
still keeping people in a feverish state of wild excitement.? One
good effect it has had, viz. that of directing people’s serious

4 Minister at the Court of Tuscany.

of their Titles PiiL,
3 These Addresses were presented a2 Windsor, Prince Albert and the Duke of Wellington
Tepresenting the Universities of Cambridge and Oxford,
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attention to the very alarming tendency of the Tractarians,
which was doing immense harm. . . .

Many, many thanks for your two dear and kind letters of the
6th and of yesterday. All you say about Louise, and about
the disappearance for cver of all that she loved and was proud
of, s so true, so dreadful. One fancies (foolishly and wrongly,
but still one docs) that the lost one has been hardly used in no
longer enjoying these earthly blessings, and one’s grief seems to
break out afresh in bitter agony upon small and comparatively
trifling occasions. Poor Lady Peel (whom I saw for the first
time yesterday at Buckingham Palace, whither I had gone for
an hour) expressed this strongly. Hers is indeed a broken
heart ; she is so truly crushed by the agony of her grief; it was
very touching to see and to hear her. Poor thing! she never
can be happy again !

What you say about me is far too kind. I am very often
sadly dissatisfied with myself and with the little self-control I
have.

Your long letter interested us much. I fear the German
affairs are very bad. . . . That everlasting ‘‘ backwards and
forwards,” as you say, of my poor friend the King of Prussia is
calamitous ; it causes all parties to distrust him, and gives real
strength only to the Republicans. Since 48 that has been his
conduct, and the misfortune for Germany. A steady course,
whatever it may be, is always the best.

What you say about poor Héléne! and France is true and sad.
I really wish you would caution Héléne as to her language ;
sho is much attached to you. I pity her very much; her
position is very trying, and her religion renders it more difficult
even.

I must now end my letter. I grieve to hear of your going
alone to Ardenne ; it is BAD for you to be alone, and your poor

children also ought not to be alone. Ever your devoted Niece,
Vicroria R.

Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria.
DOWNING STREET, 11th December 1850.
Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty,

and has the honour to state that the Cabinet to-day considered
at great length the question of the steps to be taken in respect

to the Papal Aggression. .
The inclination of the majority was not to prosecute, but to

bring a Bill into Parlisment to make the assumption of any
1 The Duchess of Orleans.
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titles of archbishop, ete., of any placo in the United Kingdom
illagal, and to make any gift of property conveyed under such
title null and void,

Queen Victoria to the Duckess of Glouccster.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 13(A December 1850.

My prear Aowt,—Many thanks for your kind letter ; you
are quite right not to distress the Duchess of Cambridge by
mentioning to her what I wrote to you about tho Bishop of
London! I am glad that you are pleased with my answers to
ther Addresses ; I thought ther}x very proper.?

= P O S -

JEX PO

eall themselves Protestants, while they m fact are quite tho
contrary, I much regret the unchristian and intolerant spirit
exhibited by many people at the public meetings. I cannot
bear to hear the violeni sbuse of the Cathohe religion, which
is so painful end cruel towards the many good and innocent
Roman Catholics. However, wa must hope and trust this
excitement will soon cease, and that the wholesome effect of
it on our own Church will be the lasting result of it. Ever
yours . . . Vicrorma R.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
WINDIOR CASTLE, 14tA December 1850,
The Queen has received Lord John Russell’s letter of yester-
day. She sanctions the mtroduction into Parliament of a Bill
framed on the principles agreed upon at yesterday’s Cabinet,
Ppresunung that it will extend to the whole United Kingdom.

Dr Cullen, who has assumed the title of Archbishop of Armagh,
TPrunate of all Ireland, which 1s punishable under the Emanti=

ation Act ? If this is left unnoticed, the Government will

0 left with the ** lame * argument in Parhament of which we
conversed here. Could the Government not be helped out of
this difficulty by the Primate humself prosecuting the obtruder ?
The Qucen hopes that the meeting of the archdeacons with

1 The Bishiop of London had taken the same view as Lord John Russel! of tbe Papal
sction, though they bad dussgseed over the Gomliem controversy.
ante, p. 219,
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to rhoob over the vadons divisions and walks of the Povest to
ontloten of the neighboueload or others: bat i onder that
thin nuy eatablinh no vight on theie pact, and way leave the
Noverein o voion i the mantters she wishies that o Bist be paee
pared overy year of the persons revommended by the Oftee
of Woolt to veeoive Dopntationn it subwitted foe hee
approval,

A deputation, ey o doputed vight to take game



INTRODUCTORY NOTE
TO CHAPTER XX

Tre Ministry were in difficul at the very be ing of the
oiﬁee.
Tt L4 cr LTl e a3 I T3 T

The Eeelesiastical Titles Bill, much modified, was proceeded with,
and, though opposed by the ablest Peelites and Radicals, became law,
though its effect, while m operation, was virtually nel. 1t was
after-years repealed.

Kossuth, the ct ion of Hi i visited Eng-
land in Qctober, and Lord Palmerston had to be peremptoniy

restramed from receiving him publicly at the Foreign Omce. A
lLittle later, Kossuth's ultra-liberal Y London d
the Foreizn Secretary in language violently denunciatory of the
Emperoru of Austria and Rusma, for which Lord Palmerston failed
to rebuke them. The cup weas filled to the brim by his recognition
of the President’s coup d'étef in France. Louis Napoleon, after

with the offer, which he dechized, of the Irish Lord-Lieutenancy end
a British Peerage. Greatly to the Queen’s satisfaction, Lord
Granwille became Foreign Secretary.

At the Cepe, Sir Harry Smith was engaged in operstions azainst
the which were not brought o & suceessfal terminati  till
the following year, when Genera! Cathcart had su

233
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yegt(?rday on a majority of three! Sir James Graham is of
opinion Lord Stanley will not undertake anything desperate,
He will speak in favour of Government to-morrow, when the
division will probably take place.

Queen Vicioria to Viscount Palmerston.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 15¢4 February 1851,

The Queen has received Lord Palmerston’s letter of yesterday,
and has to state in answer her decision in favour of the original
plan of appointments, viz. of Sir H. Seymour to Petersburg,
Lord Bloomfield to Berlin, and Sir R. Pakenham to Lisbon.
The Queen quite agrees with Lord Palmerston in the opinion
that the post at Petersburg is more important than that of
Frankfort, and had Lord Palmerston been able to propose a
good suceessor to Lord Cowley she would have approved his
going to Petersburg; Sir R. Pakenham, however, would not
take Frankfort if offered to him, as it appears, and the two other
persons proposed would not do for it, in the Queen's opinion.
It must not be forgotten that at a place for action like Peters-
burg, the Minister will chiefly have to look to his instructions
from home, while at a place of observation, as Lord Palmerston
justly calls Frankfort, everything depends upon the acutenoss
and impartiality of the observer, and upon the confidenco with
which he may be able to inspire those from whom alone accurate
information can be obtained. Lord Cowley possesses eminently
these qualities, and Sir H. Seymour has at all times shown him-
self equal to acting under most difficult circumstances. The
desire of the Emperor to see Lord Cowley at Petersburg may
possibly resolve itself in the desire of Baron Brunnow to see him
removed from Germany. . .. The Queen had always understood
that Sir H. Seymour would be very acceptable to the Emperor,
and that Count Nesselrode called him a diplomatist * de la

bonne vieille roche.”

Memorandum by Queen Victoria.
BUCKINGHAM P’ALACE, 174 Fcbruary 1851,

Tord John Russell came at half-past three. He had had a
long conversation with Sir James Graham, had stated to him
that from the tone of his speech (which Lord John explained
to us yesterday was of so very friendly a character and pointed
directly to supporting the Government)—its friendliness, and
the manner in which he advocated the union of those who
rotection, that he proposed to him to

opposed a return to P )
that Sir G. Grey had offered to resign

join the Government ;
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his office 1n order that Sir J. Graham might have it. Before

1 go farther ¥ ought to say that Lord John vesterday explained

the importance of obtaimng support like Sir J. Graham'’s in the

Cabinet, and that he thought of proposing the Board of Control
o Farh g VB,

to show Lord John & correspondence which had passed between
hin and Lerd Londonderry. In the course of conversation in
the country, Sir James had said to Lord Londonderry that
parties never could go on as they were, and that they must
ultimately lapse into tuo ; thrs, Lord Londonderry reported to
Mr Disraeli, who told it to Lord Stanley; and Mr Disrael
wrote to Lord Londonderry, stating that if certain advantages
and reliefs were given to the landed interests, he should not
cling to Protection ; in short, much what he said 1 his speech
—and that he was quite prepared to give up the lead in the
"House of Commons to Sir J. Graham, Sir James answered
that he never meant anything by what be had said, and that
he had no wish whatever to join Lord Stanley ; that if he had,
he was 80 intimate with Lord Stanley that he would have
communicated direct with him.

Sir James said that as soon as he heard from Lord John, he
thought what he wished to see him for, and that he had been
thinking over it, and had been talking to Lord Hardinge and
Mr Cardwell. That he did wish to support the Government,
but that he thought he could be of more use if he did not join
the Government, and was able to give them an independent
support ; that he had not atternpted to lead Sir Robert Peel's
followers ; that many who had followed Sir Robert would not
follow him ; that he thought the Government n great danger ;
that the Pro Radrcals, and Insh bers would try
to take an opportunity to overset them (the Government);
that should the Government be turned out, he would find no
difficulty in jomng them ; or should they go on, that by-and-
by 1t mught be easier to do so; but that at this moment he
should be injuring himself without doing the Government any
real service; besides which, there were so many measures
decided on which he was ignorant of, and should have to
support. Lord John told him that were he in the Cabinet, he
would have the means of stating and enforcing his opmmons,
and that at whatever time he joned them, there would alwaye
be the ssme difficulty ebout measures which hed already *
decided on. He (Sir James) is not quite satisfied w
Papal Aggression Bill, which he thinks wll exasperate
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he also adverted to the report of our having protested against
Austria bringing her Italian Provinces, etc., into the German
Confederation. Lord John told him that this had not been
done, but that we meant to ask for explanations.

In short, Lord John said it was evident that Sir James
thought the Government in great danger, and “ did not wish
to embark in a boat which was going to sink.” Still, he was
friendly, and repeated that it would be very easy when in
opposition to unite, and then to come in together.

Vicroria R.

Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria.
CHESHAM PLACE, 21st February 1851

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
and has the honour to report that on a motion of Mr Locke
King’s ! yesterday the Government was defeated by a hundred
to fifty-two.

This is another circumstance which makes it probable the
Ministry cannot endure long. The Tories purposely stayed
away.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 21st February 1851,

My pEAREST UNcri,—I have only time just to write a few
hasty lines to you from Stockmar’s room, where I came up to
speak to Albert and him, to tell you that we have got a
Ministerial crisis ; the Ministers were In a great minority last
night, and though it was not a question vital to the Govern-
ment, Lord John feels the support he has received so meagre,
and the opposition of so many parties so great, that he must
resign / This is very bad, because there is no chance of any
other good Government, poor Peel being no longer alive, and
not one man of talent except Lord Stanley in the Party; . . .
but Lord John is right not to go on when he is so ill supported,
and it will raise him as a political man, and will strengthen his

osition for the future.

Whether Lord Stanley (to whom I must send to-morrow
after the Government have resigned) will be able to form &
Government or not, I cannot tell. Altogether, it is very
vexatious, and will give us trouble. It is the more provoking,
as this country is so very prosperous.

On Tuesday I hope to be able to say more. . .

With Albert’s love, ever your truly devoted Niece,

Vicroria R.

1 For equalising the County and the Borough franchise.
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QMemorandum by the Prince Albert.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 22nd Fedruary 1851

Lord John Russell having been for a few minutes with the
Queen. n order to prepare her for the possibihty of the
day, at two o’clock), went to

Downing Street to meet the Cabmet and promised to return
at four mn order to commurucate the decision the Cabinet mght
have arnved at. On lus return he explained that after the
vote at the beginning of the Session on the Orders of the Day,
which went directly against the Government, after the small
majority (only fourteen) which they had on the motion of
3Mr Disrael: on the landed interest, and now the defeat on
the Franchise, it was clear that the Government did not
possess the confidence of the House of Cornmons. He com-
plained of the Protectiomsts staying away in a body on Mr
King’s motion, and he (Lord John) himself beingleft without
a supporter even amongst his colleagues in tho debate, but
most of all of the conduct of the Radcals ; for when Mr King,
hearing Lord John's promuse to bring in & measure next
Session, wanted to withdraw his Motion, as he ought to have
done on such a declaration by tho head of the Government,

of the hundred was immense.

Lord John had declared to the Cabinet that he could not go
on, that the Income Tax would have to be voted the next day,
and & defeat was probable; it were much better therefore
not to hesitate, and to resign at once. The Cabimet agreed,
although some Members thought with Lord Palmerston that
the occaston was hardly sufficient. Lord John begged to be
allowed till to-day, in order to see Lord Lansdowne, whom he
}:ad sent for frum the cnuntry, and to be able to tender lhen

e dTa ———t (ORERDBIT R £ SR L o,

culty of forming any Government, but agreed that Lord
Stanley and the Protection Party ought to be appesled to;
they longed for office, and would not rest quiet till they had
had 1 if for ever 50 short & trme only.
We further went over the ground of a possible demand for a
VOL. I 10
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Dissolution. which might bring on a general commotion in the
country. Lord John agreed in this, but thought the responsi-
bility to be very great for the Crown to refuse an appeal to the
country to the new Government ; he thought a decision on that
point ought to depend on the peculiar circumstances of the case,

Lord Lansdowne, who had come from Bowood by the express
train, arrived at twelve o’clock, and ceme at once to meet
Lord John Russell here at the Palace.

In the audience which the Queen gave him he expressed his
entire concurrence with the decision the Cabinet had come to,
as tho resignation could at any rate only have been delayed.
It was clear that the Cabinet had lost the confidence of the
House of Commons ; what had happened the other night was
only the last drop which made the cup flow over, and that it
was much more dignified not to let the Government die a
lingering and ignominious death; he [thought] that Lord
Stanley would have great difficulties, but would be able to
form a Government; at least the Protectionist Party gave
out that they had a Cabinet prepared.

WWe then saw Lord John Russell, who formally tendered his
resignation, and was very much moved on taking leave; he
said that, considering Lord Stanley’s principles, it would not
, be possible for him to hold out any hope of support to that

Government, except on the estimates for which he felt respon-
sible, but he would at all times be ready vigorously to defend
the Crown, which was in need of every support in these days.

At three o’clock came Lord Stanley, whom the Queen had
suminoned.

The Queen informed him of the resignation of the Govern-
ment, in consequence of the late vote, which had been the
result of the Protectionists staying away, of the small majority
which the Government had had upon Mr Disraeli’s Motion,
and of the many symptoms of want of confidence exhibited
towards the Government in the House of Commons. The
Queen had accepted their resignation, and had sent for him as
the head of that Party, which was now the most numerous in
Opposition, in order to ask him whether he could undertake
to form a Government. . i )

Lord Stanley expressed great surprise. The impression had
been that the Government had not been in earnest in their
opposition to Mr L. King’s Motion ; in the minority had voted
only twenty-seven members of the Government side, the rest
had been of his Party. He asked if the whole Cabinet had
resigned, or whether there had been dissension in the Cabinet

The Queen replied that the resignation had been

upon it ? t
unanimously agreed upon in the Cabinet, and that Lord Lans-
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downe
gwen
whethe
which . .
minutes after Lord John's resignation, and had q
with no one else. Lord Stanley then smd that he hoped the
Queen’s acceptance had only been a conditronal one , that he
felt very much honoured by the Queen’s confidence , that he
hoped he mught be able to tender advice which might contrr-
bute to the Queen's comfort, and nmught relteve the present
embarrassment.

In order to be sble to do so he must enter most freely and
openly into his own position end that of lus Party. It was
quite true that they formed the most numerous 1n Parliament
after the supporters of what he hoped he mught still call the
present Government, but that there were no men contained in

ALERA N ‘ - - ' ¢+ hodd not

A 8; that he
e Queen a
with some
udered, for

told him that he had no peculiar views upon Free Trade, and
that he did not pretend to understand the question, but that
he had felt it hus duty to stand by Sur R. Peel ; this might now
be different, but it ought first to be ascertained whether a
combination of those who agreed 1n principle, and had only
been kept asunder hitherto by personal considerations, could
not be formed ; that Sir James Graham had 1 his last speech
declared 1t as his opinion that the ranks of those who agreed

interest was rouch depressed by the low state of prices; that
an import duty on corn would be absolutely necessary, which,
however, would be low, and only a revenue duty ; such a duty,
he thought, the country would be prepared for; and if they
were allowed to state their honest opuuon, he felt sure the
greatest part of the present Government would be heartily
glad of. " He would requre Duties upon sugar for revenue,
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but he could not conceal that if the revenue after a diminution
in the direct taxation, which he would propose, should con-
siderably fall off, he might be driven to raise the Import duties
on other articles. He thought the present House of Commons
could hardly be expected to reverse its decision upon the
financial and commercial policy of the country, and that
accordingly a Dissolution of Parliament would become neces-
sary. Such a Dissolution, however, could not be undertaken
at this moment for the sake of public business. The Mutiny
Bill had not been voted nor the Supplies, and it would require
more than eight weeks before the new Parliament could be
assembled, and consequently the Crown would be left without
Army or money. A Dissolution could accordingly not take
place before Easter. He felt, however, that if he were to take
office now, he would between this and Easter be exposed to
such harassing attacks that he should not be able to withstand
them ; moreover, it would subject the members of his Govern-
ment to two elections in two months. He hoped therefore
that the Queen would try to obtain a Government by a coalition
of the Whigs and Peelites, but that this failing, if the Queen
should send again for him, and it was clear no other Govern-
ment could be formed, he would feel it his duty as a loyal
subject to risk everything, except his prineiples and his honour,
1o carry on the Government ; and he hoped that in such a case
the Queen would look leniently on the composition of the
Cabinet which he could offer, and that the country _quld,
from the consideration of the circumstances, give it a fair trial.
He begged, however, that he might not I_Je called upon to take
«office except as a dernier ressort, a necessity. )

I interrupted him when he spoke of his financial measures,
and begged him further to explain, when it appeared that a
duty of about six shillings on corn was the least he could 1@-
pose to bring up the price to forty-five shillings, which Sir R.
Peel had stated to the House of Commons was in his Oplm(})n
the lowest price wheat would fall to after the abolition of the

Vs, .

Cogrle %i;)ressed our doubts as to the country agreeing to ?1}0{1
o measure, and our apprehension of the violent spirit w 1;c1
would be roused in the working classes by a Dlssolutlon gr
that purpose, which Lord Stanley, however, dxd' not seem to

; he thought the distress of the
apprehend ; on the contrary, (oug dod imberest,
farmers would lead to thetdtestgﬁlc’tfgzsogi the landed interest,

i nly support to the €.

W}?cﬁ)ﬁaiiget%ag thé) IZgueen and certainly myself had beﬁn
under a delusion, and that I was sure the country was t‘?q“‘f 15;,
50, as to his intention to return to Protection. Sometimes
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was stated that Protection would be adhered to, sometimes
that it was mven up, and that it was compensation to the landed
interest which the Protectionists looked to. His last speeches
and the Motion of Mr Disrael: led to that belief, but that it was
of the highest xmportance that the country should know exactly
what was intended, the Queen would then have an oppor-
tunity of judging how the nation looked upon the proposal.

I hoped therefore that the 1 of his op which
Lord Stanley had now laid before the Queen would be clearly
iated by him in Parli t when the M 1al explana-

tions should take place, which would naturally follow this erisis.

Lord Stanley merely answered that he hoped thst no ex-
planations would take place beforo 8 Government was formed.
He said he should wish the word * Protection ™ to be merged,
to which I rejoined that though he might wish this, I doubted
whether the country would let him,

Before taking leave, he repeated over and over again his
advice that the Coalition Ministry should be tried. ALBERT.

Queen Victoria to Lord Stanley.
22nd February 1851,

In order to be able to be perfectly accurate in stating Lord
Stanley’s opmions, which the Queen feels some delicacy in
doing, she would be very thankful if he would write down for
her what he just stated to her—as his advice in the present
difficulty. Of course she would not let such & paper go out
of her hands,

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
BUCSINGAAM PALACE, 23rd February 1851,

Sir James Graham, who had been out of Town, came at six
o'clock, having recewved my letter on his return. Lord John
Russell had been here before that time.

After having stated to him {(Lord John) what had passed with
Lord Stanley, we told lim that Sir James Graham was here ;
Lord John seemed much surprised at Lord Stanley's refusal to
form an Admunistration, declared himself resdy to do what
he could towards the formation of & new Government on an
extended basis, but thought that Sir James Graham and Lord
Aberdeen should have the first offer.

I went accordingly over to my room, where Sir James was
waiting  He was entirely taken by surpnse by the announce-
ment of the resignation of the Government, and begged to be
able to state to me how he was situated before he saw the
Queen and Lord John.,
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I then communicated to him what had assed with L
Stanley, upon which we had a conversationpof more thanoég
hour, of which the chicf features were : -

1. Apprehension on the part of Sir James Graham lest the
nttc:mpt. on the part of Lord Stanley to re-impose Protective
d'ut.lcs should produce universal commotion in the country,
which would be increased by the Dissolution, without which
Lord Sgnn)cy would not be able to proceed.

2. His disbelief that Lord Aberdeen would be able to join
in any Government abandoning Sir R. Peel's principles, as he
had been consulted before and after Sir James’s late speech
in which he expressed his entire concurrence.

i 32 His own utter weakness, calling himself the weakest man
in Iingland, who had lost his only friend in Sir R. Peel, and
had for the last fifteen years not exercised an independent
judgment, but rested entirely on his friend.

4. His disagreement with some of his late colleagues—the
puke of Neweastle, Mr Gladstone, and Mr Sidney Herbert—
in religious opinions.

5. His disagreement with Lord John’s Government upon
some most important points.

He could not take office with Lord Palmerston as Foreign
Secretary, whose policy and mode of conducting business he
disapproved, who was now protesting against the admission of
Austria into the German Confederation ; he disapproved the
Papal Agzression Bill, finding it militating agsinst the line
which he had taken as Secretary of State with regard to the
Roman Catholic Bishops in Ireland, and particularly the
Bequest Act, and considering that after Lord John’s letter
the Bill would fall short of the high expectations formed in
the minds of the English public.

He disapproved of the abolition of the Irish Lord-Lieu-
tenancy, and the making a fourth Secretary of State had been
considered by Sir Robert Peel and himself as introducing into
Englend all the Irish malpractices, while Ireland was still kept
wholly separate from England.

Lord John had raised a new difficulty by his declaration
upon Reform. He had been thunderstruck when he read the
sannouncement on the part of the chief author of the Reform
Bill, who had stood with him (Sir J. Graham) hitherto upon
finality, condemning his own work, and promising at a year’s
distance important alterations, in which interval great agita-
tion would be got up, great expectations raised, and the
measure when brought forward would cause disappointment.
Sir Robert Peel had always been of opinion that it was most
dangerous to touch these questions, but if opened with the
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consent of the Crown, & messure should at once be brought
forward and passed.

After my having replied to theso different objections, that
the Queen felt herself the importance of Lord Palmerston’s
removal, and would make it herself a condition with Lord
John that he should not be again Foreign Secretary ; that the
protest to Austria had not gone, and that upon studying
the question Sir James would find thot the entranco of the
whole Austrian Manarchy, while giving France a pretext for
war and mfnnging the Treaties of 1815, would not tend to the
strength and enity of Germany, which held to bo the true
Inglish interest, but quite the reverso: that I did not think
the Papal Aggression Bill touched the Bequest Act or militated
against toleration; that the Licutenency would perheps be
given up, and 8 on the Franchise be dered by the
new Government and brought forward at onee. I thought
it would be better to discuss the mstters with Lord John
Russell in the Queen's presence, who sccordingly jomed us.

The discusston which now arose went pretty much over the
same ground, Lord John agreeing that Lord Palmerston ought
to form no difficulty, that the Papal Aggression Bul would
be further medified, that the Licutenancy Bill might be given
up, that he sgreed to Sir James’s objection to the declaration
ebout reform, but that he had intended to bring forward a
measure, if be had been able to get hus colleagues to agree to it,
that he would be ready to propose a measure 2t once. Thus
Bir J. Groham thought important 8s s means of gaming et &
General Election, which he foresaw could not be long delayed,
whoever formed & Government.

In order to obtain some result from this long debate I summead
up what might be considered as agreed upon, viz. That there
was tabula rase, and for the new Coslition & free choice of
men and mensures, to which they assented, Lord John merely
stating that he could not take office without part of his friends,
and could not ifice his pe ! decl Dinner-
tims having approached, and Lard Aberdeen having written
that he wonld be with us after nine o'clock, we adjourned the
further discussion tali then, when they would return,

Whilst the Queen dressed I had an interview with tho Duke
of Wellington, who had come to dine here, in which I informed
bim of the nature of our crisis. Ha expressed his regret
and his dread of & Protectionist Government with & Dissolu-
tion, which might lesd to civil commotion. He conld not
forgive, he said, the high Tory Party for their having stayed
away the otber night on Mr Locke King's Motion, and thus
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abandoned their own principles ; he had no feeling for Lord
John RusselP’s Cabinet, measures, or principles, but he felt
trhnt‘, the Crown and the country were only safe in these days by
having the Lib_eralg in office, elso they would be driven to join
the Radical agitation against tho institutions of the country.

After dinner we resumed our adjourned debate in my room
at & quarter to ten, with Lord Aberdeen, and were soon joined
by Lord John and Sir James Graham. Woe went over the same
ground with him. Lord Stanley's letter was read and dis-
cussed.  Lord Aberdeen declared his inability to join in a
Protectionist Ministry ; he did not pretend to understand the
question of Free Trade, but it was a point of honour with him
not to abandon it, and now, since Sir R. Peel’s death, a matter
of picty. He thought the danger of a Dissolution on a question
of food by the Crown, for the purpose of imposing a tax upon
bread, of the utmost danger for the safety of the country. He
disapproved the Papal Bill, the abolition of the Lieutenancy,
he had no difficulty upon the Franchise, for though he was called
a despot, ho felt a good deal of the Radical in him sometimes.

Lord John put it to Lord Aberdeen, whether ke would not
undertake to form a Government, to which Lord Aberdeen
gave no distinet reply.

As Sir James Graham raised nothing but difficulties, though
professing the greatest readiness to be of use, and as it was
getting on towards midnight, we broke up, with the Queen’s
injunction that onc of the three gentlemen must form a Govern-
ment, to which Lord Aberdeen laughingly replied: *‘I see
your Majesty has come into! the Président de la République.”
Lord John was to see Lord Lansdowne fo-day at three o’clock,
and would report progress to the Queen at five o’clock. Onone
point we were agreed, viz. that the Government to be formed
must not be for the moment, but with & view to strength and

stability. ALBERT.

Quecn Victoria to Lord John Russcll.
23rd February 1851.

The Queen has seen Lord Aberdeen and Sir J. Graham,
but is sorry to say that her doing so was premature, as they
had no opportunity of seeing each other after they left Lord
John Russell, and therefore had not considered the Memo-
randum 2 which Lord John had handed to them. Lord Aber-

1 Sic. i

2 With a view of nniting with the Peelites, Tord John drew up a Memompdu{n,
printed in Walpole's Zord Jokn Russell, vol. ii. chap, xxii., with the following points:

A Cabinet of not more than eleven Members.

The present commercial policy to be maintained.

The financial measures of the year to be open to revision.
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had passed with Sir James Graham and Lord Aberdeen yester-
day evening. He thought his Memorandum had been mis-
upderstfood : the nature of the Reform Bill was left open to
discussion, and what he had said about filling the Offices only
meant that the Offices should not be divided according to
numbe}', and each party left to fill up its share, as had been
done in former Coalition Ministries. He had seen Lord
Palmerston, who was not willing to give up the Foreign Office
—spoke of retiring from business at his age, of his success in
conducting Foreign Affairs, and of its being a self-condemna-
tion if he accepted another Office. Lord John told him that
. he did not agree in this view, that the Lord-Lieutenancy of

Ireland was to be maintained, and thought it best to leave it
there. He thought Lord Palmerston had given up the idea of
leading the House of Commons. We ascertained from him
in conversation that he could not agree to Lord Aberdeen taking
the Foreign Office nor that he could serve under Lord Aberdeen
or Sir James Graham in case any one of these were to form a
Government.

At half-past six Lord Jobn returned from the House of
Commons, and reported that two very important events had
taken place : the one that upon his making his statement to the
House that the Government had resigned, that Lord Stanley
had been sent for, had declared his tnability then to form a
Government (words agreed upon between Lord Lansdowne,
Lord John, and Sir George Grey), and that he was now charged
with the formation of a Government, Mr. Disraeli got up, and
denied that Lord Stanley had declined forming a Government,
which was received with cheers from the Protectionists. Lord
John had merely answered that when Lord Stanley would
malte his explanations, what he had stated would be found to
be correct, relying entirely, not upon what the Queen had com-
municated, but on Lord Stanley’s own letter. The second
event was a letter from Lord Aberdeen and Sir James Graham,?
which put ar end to all thoughts of a Coalition. It stated that
they could agree to no legislation whatever on the Papal
Aggressions, and ended with a hint that Sir James Graham was
prepared to go farther in reductions than Lord John was likely

consent to. .
toLgrd I}ohn had at once answered that although he did
not understand the latter objection, the -dif:ference on the
Papal Bill must put an end to their negotiation. We much
lamented the result, and after some discussion agreed that
the only thing to be done now was to send for Lord

1 Published in Walpole’s Lord John Russell, vol. ii. chap. xxii.
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Aberdeen. Lord Stanley could not pretend to be consufted
before every other means of forming o Government had been
exhausted,

Queen Victoria to Lord Jokn Russell.
BrOKNOLLN Latace, ) Faruary 1851
(Half-podt en P )

The Queen returns these papers, as Lord John Russell
wished, She has just scen Lord Aberdeen and Sir James
Graham, who, though ready to do anything which could be of
any use to the Queen and the country, have stated 1t as their
decided opinion that Lord Stanley should be asked to form
& Government. Under these circumstances the Queen intends
to send to Lord Stanley to-morrow. The Queen did ask Lord

The Queen rejoices to hear from them, nnd Irom Lord John
and Lord L the ion of ity of feehing,
which it is so essential for the Crown and the country that
there should be.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
BUCKINGEAM PALACE, 230h February 1851,

My pearest Uncrr,—Through Van der Weyer, you will
have heard what was the state of the lony and anxious crisis
yesterday evening,

Alast the hape of farming a strong Coalition Government
has failed—for the present I say for the present, as they are
all so entirely agreed on the Commercial Policy that another
time they hope there will bo no difficulty, when they have fought
together. The Papal Aggression has in fact been the only
insurmountable difficulty. We sent to Lord Aberdeen last
night (both he and Sir James Graham have been most kind
to us), ﬂnd asked if ke could not try to form a Government ;

* suid he could

He equally

sordingly this

morning I have seen Lord Stanley, and he means to try if he
can form any fit sort of Government, but he has no men of
talent, and his difficulties are gigantic. I shall only know to-
morrow definitely if he can form an Administrstion. Iam calm
and courageous, having such support and advice as my dearest
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Albert’s ; but it is an anxious time, and the uncertainty ‘and
suspense very trying. More details you will have later on.
Ever your devoted Niece, Vicroria R.

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 25th February 1851,

Lqrd Abez:deen’ and Sir James Graham came yesterday
evening at nine o'clock ; the Queen put it to them whether
they could fo.rrr} a Goyernment, to which they replied that they
had turned it in their heads a hundred times, that there was
nothing they would not do to show their readiness to serve the
Queen, but that they did not see a possibility of forming en
Administration which could stand a day. They were most
likely at that moment the two most unpopular men in England,
having declared that nothing should be done in Parliament
against the Papal Aggression, which the whole country
clamoured for; the Whigs would be very angry with them
for their having broken up the new combination ; they might
find favour with the Radicals, but that was a support upon
which no reliance could be placed. There was & growing
opinion that Lord Stanley ought to have a chance of bringing
forward his messures ; that it was perilous, but that it was
an evil which must be gone through; that this opinion had
been strongly expressed by Lord Lansdowne, whose modera-
tion nobody could doubt ; that it was shared by the Duke of
Newcastle, Mr Sidney Herbert, and others of Sir James's
friends whom he had had time to consult.

Upon the Queen’s expression of her great apprehension as to
the consequence of such a step on the country, they said there
would no doubt spring up & most violent opposition, that there
would be attempts to stop the supplies and dissolve the Army,
but that Lord John Russell and Sir James Graham together
would do their utmost to preach moderation, and would refer
the House of Commons to the Queen’s example, who had taken
strictly the Constitutional course throughout the erisis, whose
opinions on Free Trade were well known (as far as subjects
could allow themselves to pretend to know their Sovereign’s
private opinions) from the hearty sapport she had given to Sir
Robert Peel’s and Lord John’s Governments. That upon the
first proposition of a Stanley Government the junction of
Parties would be completed, and there would be only one strong
opposition. After having fought together, there would be no
longer any difficulty about forming & strong Qovernment out of
their joint ranks, whilst now it was impossible not to see that
every Minister displaced would feel personally aggrieved, that
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then they stood on a footing of perfect equality. Eir Jesues
had seen Lord John since ho had tendered his peoond reefzos.
tion, and found him quite altercd ; whilst ho was etnbinrreses]
and boutonné before, he was open and unreserved now, end they
cauld speak on terms of privato friendstup, Jord Aberdecn
+would save his influenco in the Housoe of Lorda, which he wonid
probably have lost if he had joined the Wiugs in offie; n
tuture all this would be different

Lord John Russell's letter with the Memoranda cams snd
interrupted us. From the<o papers, and what Bir James s
Lord Aberdeen said, it is clear that all partics aro relievod by
the failure of their sttempt to form a Coalition Governms i,
but determined to form a positive Junction, whuth will Lo suent
salutary to the country. The Queen will therefore seod Lur
Lord Stanley.

We discussed further the means Lord Btanley wondd imsve
to form an Admimstration, for which the material wae o rinly
sad, Disracli's last scene 1n ths House of Commens wond
recder the publication of Lord Stanley’s letter Drtsmaey, X7
Gladstone might possibly join him; at least nensT #nif
spared to bring him in.  Lord Pzlmerston he. cer o< tuun
secret understanding with Diereeli fhat he-amns - tropied
with the bait of keeping the Forelrn Dfie prmemany

= Iy offended.

Whether the Quern should ellow or peine. g T
debated ; the latter declared 2 must Jomme— e
the Sovereiza to undertsle, It 2 oy
Gerizion ghould only
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11 b re ueSbS blla/b bllls re Iesen.tatlon

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
25th February 1851,
. (Tuesday.)

Lord Stanley obeyed the Queen’s summons at eleven o’clock,
and seemed very much concerned when she informed him that
Lo_rd. John Bussell had given up his task, as differences of
opinion, particularly on the Papal Bill, had prevented a junc-
tion between him, Lord Aberdeen, and Sir James Graham ;
that an appeal to Lord Aberdeen had been equally unsuccessful
from the same cause, viz. their difficulty in dealing with the
Papal Question ; that consequently the contingency had arisen
under which Lord Stanley had promised to undertake the
formation of a Government.

Lord Stanley said his difficulties were immense, and he could
not venture to approach them unless he wassure of every support
on the part of the Crown ; that he would have arrayed against
him a formidable opposition of all the talent in the country.

The Queen assured him that he should have every Constitu-
tional support on her part, of which Lord Stanley repeated he
had felt sure, although the total change must be very trying to
the Queen.

On his question, whether there was any hope of Lord Aber-
deen joining him and taking the Foreign Office, we had to tell
him that he must quite discard that idea. He replied, with a
sigh, that he would still try and see him ; he had thought of
the Duke of Wellington taking the Foreign Office ad intcrim,
but felt that he could hardly propose that, considering the
Duke’s age and infirmity ; he would make an attempt to see
Lord Canning with the Queen’s permission, and that failing,
could only think of Sir Stratford Canning, now at Constanti-
nople, which the Queen approved.

He still hoped he might get Mr Gladstone to take the lead
in the House of Commons, without which sssistance he must
not conceal that it was almost impossible for him to go on. Mr
Gladstone was on his way home from Paris, and he had written

to him to see him as soon as he arrived ; till then he could not
nistration, and

promise that he would succeed to form an Admi )
he only undertook it for the good of his country, but was afraid

of ruining his reputation. )
5 5 hat who tried to do the best by his

To this I rejoined t ¢ )
be afraid for his reputation.

country need never
The Béueen showed Lord Stanley Lord John Russell’s letter
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respecting Mr Disraeli’s denial of the truth of Lord John’s
statement in the House of Commons yesterday.

Lord Stanley said it had been a very unfortunate misunder-
standing, that he had been sorry Lord John end Lord Lans-
downe should have felt it necessary to say that ** he had not
then been prepared to form a Government,” as the knowledge
of this fact, as long as there was a chance of s being called
back, could not but act injuriously to him and dispirit those
with whom he acted. He would explain all this on Friday
1n the House of Lords, and had no objection to sending Lord
John a copy of his letter.

We now came to Measurcs Lord Stanley hopes to obviate
the Papal Question by a Parliamentary declaration and the
appointment in both Houses of a Committee to enquire into the
position of the Roman Catholic Church 1n this country, he
would diminish the Income Tax by a mllion, and exempt
temporary mcomes ; he would allow compounding for the
Window Tax and levy a moderate duty on corn, which he called
a Countervailing Duty, and tried to defend as good political
economy, on the authority of Mr M‘Culloch's last edition of
* Rieardo.” ( I had some discussion with him, however, on
that point )

Returning to the offices to be filled, Lord Stanley said he
should have to propose Mr Disrael: as one of the Secretanes of
State. The Queeninterrupted him by saying that she had not
& very good opinion of Mr Disraeli on account of his conduct
to poor Sir R. Peel, and what had just happened did not tend
to diminish that feelng; but that she felt so much Lord
Stanley’s difficulties, that she would not aggravate them by
passing a sentence of exclusion on him. She must, however,
make Lord Stanley responsible for his conduct, and should she
have cause to be displeased with him when 1n office, she would
remind Lord Stanley of what now passed. Lord Stanley
promised to be responsible, and excused his friend for his farmer

his 3

bitterness by his destre to P for el
anc Fat kg

sel

As to Ireland, he had thought of having & morc ostensiui-
Lord-Lieutenant, whilst the business should be dopr
Secretary for Ireland. He asked the Queen whethe:
of Cambridge might be offered that post, which
referendum.  The Duke of Northumberland, thozs:
Party, he should hke to offer the Admiralt:- 2.

At the conclusion of the interview be broace
question of Dissolution, and said thet & Y.
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anyhow become necessary ; that, if it was thought that the
Queen wonld withhold from him the privilege of dissolving, he
would not have the slightest chance in the House of Commons ;
hoe wounld be opposed and beat, and then his adversaries would
come in and dissolve, Hoe avowed that it could not be said
that the Queen had refused him the power of dissolving, but
he required some assurance.

On the Queen's objecting to giving him a contingent positive
promise, but declaring herreadiness fairly to discuss the question
when the emergency arose, ho contented himself with the
permission to deny, if neceessary, that she would 2ot consent
to it, putting entire confidenco in the Queen’s intention to
deal fairly by him.

I tried to convince Lord Stanley, and I hope not without
eficet, of the advantage, both to the Queen and Lord Stanley
himsell, that they should not be hampered by & positive engage-
ment on that point, which might become very inconvenient
if circumstances arose which made a Dissolution dangerous to
the country. ALBERT.

Qucen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
DBUCKINGUAM DI'ALACE, 20th February 1851,

The Quceen has scon Lord Stanley, who will let Lord John
Russell have a copy of the letter. He wishes it not to be
known or considered that he has formally undertaken to form
a Qovernment till to-morrow, on account of the House of Lorqs
meeting to-day. He feels the difficulty of his position, and is
not sure yet that he will bo able to complete a Ministry. To-
morrow he will give the Queen a positive answer.

Queen Victoria to Lord Stanley.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 25th Februgry 1851,

The Queen has just received Lord Stanley’s letter. She had
forgotten the Levée, and was just going to write to him to
inform him that she wished to see him at eleven o’clock to-
Morrow. )

The Queen cannot but regret that Lord Stanley should think
Lord John Russell's explanation led to alwrong inference ; for
Lord Stanley will himself recollect that he stated his objections
to her much more strongly in his first interview than he did in
writing, and as Lord Stanley so strongly advised the Queen
to try if no other arrangement could first be come to, she hardly
knows how this could otherwise have been expressed than by
the words used by Lord Lansdowne and Lord John Russell.
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Ministerial negotiations, and indeed hopes that tl

] L hese explana-
tions will be as full as possible on all I?arts, in order iﬁgtagl?e
country may fully appreciate the difficulties of the crisis,

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 27tk February 1851,

Lord Stanley arrived at half-past five o’clock. We were
struck l.)y the change of his countenance, which had lost all the
expression of care and anxiety which haed marked it at the
previous interviews.

_ He assured the Queen that he had been labouring incessantly
sinco he had seen her last, but that he was sorry to say without
any success.

He had seen Mr Gladstone, who declined joining his Govern-
ment on account of his previous pledges in Parliament respect-
ing the Commercial Policy of Sir R. Peel, but evidently also on
account of his peculiar views with respect to the Papal Aggres-
sion, which he did not seem disposed to look upon as in any way
objectionable.

Lord Canning had given him some hope at one time, but
finally declined in order not to risk his credit for political con-
sistency.

Mr H. Corry, whose opinions on Free Trade were by no means
decided, and who had only filled a very subordinate situation
in Sir R. Peel’s Government, he had offered high office, but
was refused, Mr Corry expressing his fears that the Government
had no chance of standing against the opposition it would have
to meet in the House of Commons.

The Duke of Northumberland was the only person not pro-
perly belonging to the Protection Party who had accepted
office (First Lord of the Admiralty). At one time Lord Ellen-
borough had accepted, but having been sent on a mission to
Mr Goulburn in order to see whether he could convert him, he
came home himself converted, and withdrew his acceptance
again.

DIn this situation Lord Stanley called his friends togethey,
and after some discussion concurred in their opinion that it
was not possible for them to form such an Administration as

ought to be offered to the Queen. Lord Stanley then qualified
this expression again, and said that though he could have
offered a very respectable Government if he had had a majority

the means of strengthening himself

in the House of Commons,or
by an immediate Dissolution, he could not form such a one

which could have withstood an adverse majority and such &
formidable array of talent in the Opposition. He therefore



1851} THE PAPAL BILL 307
returned the trust which had been committed to him into the

prolongation of the crisis had not inconvenienced the public
service, as Her Majesty’s present Government were constitu-
tionally enabled to carry on all necessary business.

The Queen rejoined that she was very sorry that this attempt
had also failed, that she had tried every possible combnation,
and still was without & Government. Lord Stanley answered

the support of some measures at least, and particularly the
Papal Bill, he stated what he was prepared to support, and

dignified, as if framed in anger as a return for the insult, and
not a correction of the state of the law.) He thought the Law
EA - el e T .

vents; whether subjects were detained against their will;
whether people were forced to bequeath their property to the
Church on the deathbed, etc, ete.; he knew that the Roman
Catholic laity felt severely the oppression which the Priests
exercised over them, and would be willing to give evidence.

Lord Stanley asked whether it could be of use 1f he were to
state all this in his explanation to-day, which the Queen
strongly affirmed. I added that I hoped he would explan
what he was prepared to do on all the subjects in dispute—the
Commercial and Financial Policy as well. He promised to do
s0, and entered into his views on the Incomo Tax, which he
called & War Tax, which had been imposed for temporary
purposes only in 1842, and ought to be taken off again when
practicable in order to keep faith with the public; but if, as
often as there was a surplus, this was immedrately absorbed
by rerission of other burdens, this object could never be ful-
filled. He would propose that by degrees, assurpluses arose, the
Income Tax should be decreased, and 50 on to its final repeal.

T disputed with him for some time on the advantages of an
Income Tax, but without coming to any result.

On his enquiry whether there was anything else the Queen
might wish him to state—perhaps the rumour that he had

-
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been refused the power of dissolving—we agreed that he should
say the question had never been seriously entertained, but that
the Queen had been ready to give him the same support and
advantages which any other Government might have enjoyed.t
ALBERT.

The Prince Albert to the Duke of Wellington.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 28¢5 February 1851,

My peaAr DurEg,—Lord Stanley has likewise resioned his
task, not being able to gain over any of Sir R. Peel’scfriends,
a;xd being incapable of forming & Government out of his Party
alone.

So Lord John Russell has declared his inability to carry on
the Government. Lord Stanley has then declared his in-
ability to form one until every other combination should have
failed. We have tried all possible combinations between
Whigs and Peelites, and have not succeeded, and now Lord
Stanley throws up the game a second time! The Queen
would be happy to consult you and hear your advice in this
dilemma. Possibly to-night’s Debate may define the position
of Parties more clearly, and give a clue to what may be best to
be done under the circumstances. Ever yours, ete. ATBERT.

Lord John Russell to the Prince Albert.
CHESHAM PLACE, 28th February 1851,

S1r,—The former Cabinet meet at eleven, at Lansdowne
House. ' )

It appears to me that the Queen might with advantage see
Lord Lansdowne. He was in office with Mr Fox and Lord
Grenville in 1806 ; he has been distinguished and respected in
political life ever since ; he is now desirous of retiring, and has
therefore no personal object to gain. If the Queen approves,
Lord Lansdowne might wait on Her Majesty soon after
twelve o’clock. I have the honour to be, Sir, your Royal

Highness’s very dutiful Servant, J. RUssgLL.

Queen Victoria to Lord Lansdowne.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 28th February 1851.

It would be a great satisfaction to the Queen to hear Lord
Tansdowne’s advice in the present critical state of affairs,

i at the Queen’srequest, communicated with Lord John Russell,
zmti thtgrprtéggx?:}:lii?‘égﬁh the Tgrious successive failures to form a Government, wrote
that the Queen rust pause before she again entrusts the commission of forming an
Administration to anybody, till she has been able to see the result of to-morrow evening's
Debate.” He added, “ Do you see any Constitutional objection to this conrse ?
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end she would be glad if he could come to her at twelve this
mormng. The Queen has sent to the Duke of Wellington in
order to hear his opinion alzo ; but he cannot be here before
to-pight, being at Strathfieldsaye.

Memorandum by the Prince Albert,
FRIDAY, 28tk February 1851,
Lord Lansdowne, who arrived at twelve o’clock, was asked
by the Queen what advice he could offer her in tho present com-
plication, His answer was: I wish indeed I had any good
advice to offer to your Majesty.” He expressed his delight
at the Queen having sent for the Dnke of Welkmgton. We
Pt e Pt et . !

consideration which Party would now eppear to be the strong-
est in the House of Commons. On my asking, however,
whether he knew if, on the failure of Lord Stanley to form a
Government, part of his followers would now give up Protec-
tion as past hope, and be prepared 1a future to support the
Peelite section of the Conservative Party, Lord Lansdowne
sa1d he had heard nothing on the subject, nor could he give us
more information on the chance of the Radtcals and Insh
members now bewng more willing to support Lord John Russell
in future. He lked Lord Stanley’s plan of dealing with the
Papal Question, of wiich the Queen commumeated to him the
outhnes, was afraid of Sir J. Graham’s excessive leaning to~
wards economy,shook his head at Lord John Russell's letter
to_the Bishop of Durham? which had been instramental in

offered to do whatever mught be most conducive to the Queen'a
comfort—stay out of office, or come into office—as might be
thought the most useful ALBRRT.
Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
BUCKINGEAM PALACE. Lot March 1851,
My pearesT Uscre,~I did not wrnte to you yesterday,
thinkwng I could perhaps give you somemore positive news to-
day, but I cannot. I am still without a Government, end I am
still trying to hear and pause before I sctually call to Lord
John to undertake to form, or rather more to continue, the
1 See gnie, p. 273 note L,
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Gover.nment_. We havo passed an anxious, exciting week, and
tI}e‘dlﬁic_ulmes are very peculiar; there are so many’com
flicting circumstances which render coalition between those
who agree in almost everything, and in particular on Free
T'rade, impossible, but the * Papal Question ” is the real and
almost insuperable difficulty.

Lord Lansdowne is waiting to see me, and T must go, and

xx;@th many thanks for your two kind letters, ever your devoted
Niece, Vicroria R.

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
BUCEINGHAM PALACE, 2nd &arch 1851,
(Sunday.)

Lord Lansdowne, who arrived after church, had seen Lord
John Russell and discussed with him the Memorandum which
wo loft with him yesterday. He had since drawn up a Memo-
randum himself which embodied his views, and which he had
not yet communicated to any one. e was very apprehensive
lest to begin a new Government with an open question would
produce the greatest prejudice against it in the public; he
was still inclined therefore to recommend the continuance of
the present Government avowedly for the purpose of passing
the Papal Bill, after which the Coalition might take place,
which, however, should be agreed upon and settled at this
time. As the Duke of Wellington has not yet sent his pro-
mised Memorandum, and Lord Lansdowne was anxious to
hear his opinion, the Queen commissioned him to appoint Lord
John Russell to come at three o’clock, and to go himself to the
Duke of Wellington.

Lord John Russell, who arrived at the appointed time, and
had not seen Lord Lansdowne’s Memorandum yet, rgad it
over, and expressed great misgivings about the execution of
the proposal. He said he saw in fact, like Sir J. Graham,
nothing but difficulties. He bad ascertained that his Party
by no means liked the idea of & fusion, and had })gen much
relieved when the attempt to form a Coalition Ministry had
failed. He was afraid that in the interval between their re-
suming office and giving it up again every possible surmise
would be current who were the Ministers ft:o be gxsplqce%, and

ible intrigue would spring up for and against par-
AN sy P Heg Wolixld prefer not to make

ticular members of the Cabinet.
any arrangements for the Coalition now, but merely to engage

. . . . > b
¢ after having carried the Papal Bill, when ¢
(sungxlgcrcl)éﬁagy the Coalition, and that failing, could entrust
Tord Aberdeen and Sir J. Grabam with the carrying on of the
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Government, whose chief difficulty would then be removed.
1 objected to this—that his Party might feel justly aggrieved
if after their having carried him through the difficulty of the
Papel Measure, he wero to throw them over and resign, and
asked ham whether lus Cabmet would not repent in the mean-
time and wish to stay in.

He answered t}:at 1t would be entirely in his and Lord
R R ca . .. '

ment till the Papal Measure had been passed, the Queen were
to make it & condition in giving him the Commusston, that 1t
should terminate then. Hereplied, * Certamly.” He begged,
however, to beunderstood not to have given a decided opinion
that the plan of **the open Question” proposed m our Memo-
randum was not preferable, although he saw great objections
to that also, partienlarly as Sir J. Graham had reserved the
t of his principal obj to the Papal Bill for the

second readmg. He promused to draw up a Memorandur,
which he would bring to-morrow at twelve o’clock, after having
lted some of s coll and begged that 1t might not

be considered that he had accepted the Government till then.

One of the difficulties which we likewrse discussed was the
position of the financial measures which required almost 1m-
mediate attention, and still ought to bo left open for the
consideration of the future Government.

We agreed that the pressing on the Papal Measure was the
chief pomnt, and that it ought to be altered to meet the objec-
tions (as far as they are reasonable) of its opponents, strength-~
enmg the declaratory part, hawever, to please Lard Stenley 3
and the Queen promsed to call upon Lord Stanley to give this
so modified Bill the support of lmself and his Party, which
we thought she could in fairness claim after all that had
happened.

* The Queen reiterated her objections to Lord Palmerston,
and recejved the renewed promise that her wishes should be
attended to. ALBERT.

Memorandum by the Prince Albert,
DBUCKISGHAM PALACE, 3rd March 1851,
Lord John Russell arrived at the hour appointed (twelve
o’clock), and was sorry to inforrn the Queen that all hope of a
Coalitron must be given up. He had found that his Party was
very much averse toit. On proposing to his former colleagues
the plan of keeping Office now, and vacating it after the Aggres-
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sion Bill had passed, many of them. amongst which were Lord
Grey, Sir Charles Wood, Sir Francis Baring, declared they
would not be warming-pans (an expression used at the time of
the Grey-Grenville Coalition), and would resign at once. The
Duke of Wellington, whose opinion the Queen had asked, had
recommended the return of the old Cabinet to power. He
(Lord John) could therefore only advise that course, although
he was conscious that it would be a very weak Government,
and one not likely to last any length of time.

He then read the Memorandum which he had drawn up and
which follows here.

The Queen now asked whether Lord John proposed a
modification of his own Cabinet, to which Lord John replied,
None, except perhaps an exchange of Office between Sir C.
Wood and Sir F. Baring, if Sir Charles were to refuse bringing
in a different budget from the one he had already propounded ;
he was for maintaining the Income Tax, whilst Sir Francis was
for repealing it by degrees. The Queen then reminded Lord
Jdohn of her objections to Lord Palmerston, and his promise
that Lord Palmerston should not again be thrust upon her as
Foreign Secretary. Lord John admitted to the promise, but
said he could not think for a moment of resuming office and
either expel Lord Palmerston or quarrel with him. He (Lord
John) was in fact the weakness and Lord Palmerston the
strength of the Government from his popularity with the
Radicals. . . . He said he avas very anxious that he and Lord
Lansdowne should bear the responsibility of removing Lord
Palmerston from the Foreign Office and not the Queen; her
refusal now could only go to the country as a p.ersonal objection
on her part, and the country would be left without a Govern-
ment in consequence. On the Queen’s reiterating that she
wanted to keep Lord John and get rid of Lord Palmerston, and
that it was too painful to her to be put into the situation of
having actually to wish the fall of her own Government, Lord
John promised to move Lord Palmerston in the Easter recess,
or to resign then himself if he should meet with chfﬁcultles. 3
in the meantime he must apprise Lord Palmerston of this
intention, which he could explain to him as & wish to make a
ification of his Government. He would offer him
the Lieutenancy of Ireland or the Presidency or lead 13 tltle
House of Lords, which Lord Lansdowne would be rea ytho
resign. He might at that period perhaps get some (;f e
Radicals into office or some Peclites. The Queen finally en-

i ditions.
trusted Lord John with the Government on these cZinE ;OT.

general mod

1 See next page.
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Memorandum by Lord John Russell,
873 March 1851,

Her Majesty having tried n vain the formation of a Govern-
ment—first, by Lord Stanley ; second, by Lord Jobn Russell,
Lord Aberdeen, and Sir James Graham; third, by Lord
Aberdeen ; fourth, by Lord Stanley a second time—had re-
course to the advice and opmuon of the Duke of Wellington.
The Duke, admitting the great qualifications for office of the
ndherents of the late Su- Robert Peel yet advises the Queen to

S,

Thls‘might be done in three ways: first, by a Coaltion
sooner or later with the Peel Party ; secondly, by admitting to
office some of their own Radical supporters; thirdly, by seek-
mg aid from the Party which has followed Lord Stanley.

The first of these courses appears the most natural. The
present Ministers are agreed with the adherents of Sir Robert
Peel on Free Trade, and on the policy which has regulated our
finances of late years. The difference bet\veen them 1s of &
temporary nature. But it may be doubted whether any 3¢
would be gained by an immediate junction with that Party

If such junction took place now, the Ministers coming in
must oppose their colleagues on the Ecclesiastical Titles Bill—

a source of k and probably the
begmrung of stnfe, which would not end mth the Bill in
question.

If, on the other hand, the junction were delayed till the
Ecclesiastical Titles Bill is disposed of, the existing Ministry
would be divided into two portions, one of which would have
only a tempomry tenure of office. Rumours, esbals, and in-

e e bnla A T prenl

delnrene smmeal bR SO

content would soon break up the Ministry.

Secondly, by admitting to office some of their Radical sup-
porters. This course must lead to concesslons on measures
as well as men, and those
in other quarters. The great questxon oi the defence of the
country is besides one of too great importance to be made a
matter of compromise.
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Third, by seeking aid from the Party which has followed
Lorq Stanley. This cannot be done by means of official con-
nection ; but something might be effected by adopting mea-
sures calculated to convince the Landed Interest that their
sufferings were not disregarded.

Upon the whole, if the late Ministers are invited by your
Majesty to resume office, the easiest course would be to proceed
at once with the Ecclesiastical Titles Bill. That question dis-
posed of, it would be seen whether the Ministry had sufficient
strength to go on ; if they had, they might, as occasion aross,
seek assistance from other guarters, looking to those with
whom there is the greatest agreement of opinion.

Should the Ministry, on the other hand, not receive Parlia-
mentary support sufficient to enable them to carry on the
Government, the Queen would be in a position to form a new
Government free from the obstacles which have lately been

fatal.

Quecn Victoria to Lord John Russell.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 4th March 1851.

. + . The Queen was in hopes to have heard from Lord John
Russell this morning relative to what passed in the House of
Commons last night. She wishes likewise to hear what takes
place at the meeting of Lord John’s supporters to-day. The
Queen must ask Lord John to keep her constantly informed of
what is going on, and of the temper of parties in and out of
Parliament ; for no one can deny that the present state of
affairs is most critical ; and after all that has happened if is
absolutely necessary that the Queen should not be in a state of
uncertainty, not to say of ignorance, as to what is passing.
She can else not form & just opinion of the position of affairs.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
BUCKINGHAN PALACE, 4th March 1851,

My DEAREST UNCLE,—Pray receive my warmest thanks for
two kind letters of the 28th, and my excuses for the terribly
incoherent scrawl of last Saturday. The dénouement of ten
the greatest anxiety and excitement I cannot call sabis-
for it holds out only the prospect of another erisis in
and the so much wished-for union of Partules

n again frustrated. I have been speaking very strongty
ggifteiordg Palmerston to Lord John, and he has promised that
if the Government should still be in at Easter, then_to mal.;e a
change. . . . Lord Stanley can never succeed until he gives

days of
factory, .
a very short time,
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up Protection, which he would do, if the country decides
against lum ;* he has failed solely from the impossibility of
finding one single man capable to taks the important Offices.
He said last night to Lord John Russell, “ I am Ihomme tm-
possible ; they cannot come to me again.” Still it would be
very desirable that thers should be a strong Conservative
Party ; nothing but the abandonment of Protection can bring
this to pass, and Lord Stanley cannot abandon 1t with hanour
till after the next Election. This 1s the state of Parties, which
is greatly erschwert by the Papal Question, which divides the
Liberals and Conservatives. In short, there never was such o
complicated end difficult state of affarrs. Ever your devoted
Niece, Vieroria R.
has been an i comfort to us in our trials,
and I hope you will tell him so.

Memorandum by the Queen.
BOCKINGEAM PALACE, Stk March 1951,

The Queen would give every facility to the selection of a
good site for a new Nationsl Gallery, and would therefore not
object to its being bult on to Kensington Palace or anywhere
in Kensington Gardens ; but does not see why it should exactly
be placed upon the site of the present Palace, if not for the
purpose of taking from the Crown the last available set of
apartments. She is not disposed to trust in the disposition of
Parliament or the public to give her an equivalent for these
apartments from time to time when emergencies arise. The
surrender of Kensington Palace will most likely not be thanked
for at the moment, and any new demand in consequence of
such swrender would be met with lavish sbuse. As to eco-
nomy in the construetion, it will most hkely be best consulted
by building on a spot perfectly free and unencumbered.

Lord John Russell to the Prince Albert
CUESHAN PLACE, 14rA March 1851
Sz,~1I cannot undertake to make any change in the Foreign
Office. Our Party is hardly reunited, and any bresk into
sections, following one man or the other, would be fatal to us,
I need not say that the Queen would suffer if it were attributed
to her desire, and that as I have no difference of opinion on
Yoreign Policy, that could not fail to be the case.

- lte %ﬂ Queen’s fudgment was amply confirmed by the events of 1852, See post, p. 404,
o
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Upon the whole, the situation of affairs is most i

[ X s erpl .

A Dissolution I fear would not improve it. perplexing
I can only say that my Office is at all times at the Queen’s

disposal.
l'hnvo the honour to be, Sir, your Royal Highness’s most
dutiful Servant, J. RusseLr.

Queen Victoria to Sir George Grey.
DUCKINGRAM PALACE, 30th March 1851,

The Queen approves of the draft of a letter to the Archbishop
of Canterbury. With respect to the Archbishop’s letter and
the address, the Queen will receive it in the Closet. It seems
strange to propose as & remedy for the present evils in the
Church, and for its cvident great disunion, 600 more churches
to be built ! There ought clearly to be some security given
to those who are to encourage such a scheme against the

extension of those evils,

Lord John Russcll to the Prince Albert.
PEMBROKE LODGEL, 19th April 1851.

Sm,—Lord Granville came here yesterday to speak to me
upon the order for opening the Exhibition at one o’clock on
the 1st of May. He is anxious to have the order changed, and
the season-ticket bearers admitted at eleven o’clock.

I did not give him any positive opinion on the subject. Bub
the account he gave me of the route which the Queen will
follow in going to the Exhibition takes away the main objec-
tion which I felt to the admission of visitors before one o’clock.
It appears there cannot well be any interruption to Her
Majesty's progress to and from the Crystal Palace on the Ist
of May.

I coglclude that Her Majesty will not go in the State Coach,
but in the same manner that Her Majesty goes in state to
the theatres. . . . .

I feel assured there will be no undue and inconvenient
pressure of the erowd in the part of the building in which Her
Majesty may be. Colonel Wemyss and Colonel Bouverie
might easily be in attendance to request the visitors not to
crowd where the Queen is. At the same time, I am I:eady to
abide by the existing order, if Her Majesty wishes it to be
enforced. .

I have the honour to submit two private letters sent by
Lord Palmerston. I have the honour to be, Sir, your Royal

Highness’s most dutiful Servant, J. RUSSELL.
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The Duchess of Gloucester to Queen Victoria.
GLovcesTer Horsz, 2nd May 1851,

My DEAREST ch'roxm,——h, is impossible to tell you how
warmly I do participate in all you must have felt, yesterday,
as well as dear Albert, at everythung having gone off so beau-
tifully. After so much anxiety and the trouble he has had,
the joy must be the greatert

The sight from my window was the gayest and the most
gratifying to witness, and to me who loves you so dearly as I
do, made it the more delightful Tho good humour of all
around, the fineness of the day, the manner you were recerved
in both going and coming from the Exhibition, was qute
perfect. Therefore what must it have been in the inside of
the building !

Mary and George came away in perfect enchantment, end
every soul I have seen describes 1t as the fairest sight that
ever was seen and the best-condncted /ele ! Why, G. Bathurst
told me 1t far d the C as to
and we all agreed in rejoicing that the Foreigners should have
witnessed the affection of the People to you and your Family,
and how the English people do love and respect the Crown,
As to Mary, she was in perfect enchantment, and full of how
pretty your dear httle Victoria looked, and how nicely she

out of the way. We drank your health at dinner and con-
gratulation on the complete success of Albert's plans and ar-
rangements, and also dear little Arthur’s health. Many thanks
for kind note received last night. Love to Albert. Yours,

Mary.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
BUCKINGHAN PALACE, 3rd May 185L
My pEAREST UNCLE,—, . . I wish you could have witnessed
1he Ist May 1851, the greate.vt day in our history, the most
and le ever seen, and
the trmmph of my belm ed Albert. Truly 1t was astonishing,
d!m’n;e Great Exlubition m Hyde Park as opened with brilliant ceremony on the 1st
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a fairy scene.  Many eried, and all felt touched and impressed
with devotional feelings. It was the happiest, proudest day
in my life, and I can think of nothing else. Albert’s dearest
nomo 1s immortalised with this great conception, Ais own, and
my oun dear country showed she was worthy of it. The
tnum;_)h is fmmense, for up to the last hour the difficulties, the
opposition, and the ill-natured attempts to annoy and frighten,
of a certain sct of fashionables and Protectionists, were im-
mense ; but Albert's temper, pationce, firmness, and energy
surmounted all, and the feeling is universal. You will be
astounded at this great work when you seo it —the beauty
of the building and the vestness of it all. T can never thank
God enough. I feel so happy, so proud. Our dear guests
were much pleased and impressed. You are right to like the
dear Princess, for she is a noble-minded, warm-hearted, dis-
tinguished person, much attached to you, and who revered
dearest Louise. Oh! %ow I thought of ker on that great day,
how kindly she would have rejoiced in our success! Now

good-bye, dearest Uncle. Ever your devoted Niece,
Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to the Emperor of Austrial
PALAIS DE BUCKINGHAM, b Alai 1851.

.SIrRE ET MOX BON FRERE,—C'est avec un vif empressement.
queo jo viens remercier votre Majesté Impériale' des superbes
objets de I'industrie et des arts de votre Empire, que vous
avez cu 'extréme bonté de m’envoyer et qui me seront bien
précieux & plus d’un titre d’abord comme venant de votre
Majesté, et puis & cause de leur grande beauté et comme un
souvenir & une époque ou il a plu au Tout-Puissant de per-
mettre une réunion pacifique de tous les peuples du monde et

urs produits. )
de]’_l,zez cérgmonie de I'inauguration de I'Exposition 8 fait une
profonde impression sur mon cceur et jo regx:ette‘ d’avoir été
le seul Souverain qui ait pu jouir de cette scone a la. fois im-
posante et parlant au cceur. Nous avons déja fait plusieurs
visites au département Autrichien et le Prince et moi avonz
eu occasion d’admirer beaucoup les prqdpts qui nous 50111
venus de vos Etats. Puisse leur exposition contribuer & la
prospérité du commerce de I'Empire A:u.t’l‘lchl?lil; N

Agréez I'expression de ma sincére amitie, qui j esg)ler % pvotre
un jour étre cimentée par la connaissance personn\e{ e i Jobre
Majestd, et croyez-moi toujours, Sire, de votx::; hi gngeR
périale, la bonne Sceur, I0T .

1 Francis Joseph, who became Emperer in December 1848.
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Queen Victoria to Lord Jokn Russell.
BUCKINGIAY PALsCE, 2nd June 1831

The Queen will see the Judge Advocate or Saturdey at
three,

The place of the late Mr Mill 1 already filled up.

Mr Sheil's death is very sudden, and must bo a great shock
to his famly . . .

We go to Windsor this afternoon to stay till Friday. Wo
hope that Lord John Russell’s Iittle gir] 1s going on quite well.

‘The Queen has had good accounts from the desr Princess
of Prussma from Coblentz. Her letter 1s full of Englend, licr
great happiness here, and her great sorrow at having left 1t
The Princes bave expressed the same, so this dangerous
journey has gone off without enc single unpleasant circum-
stance, which i3 very gratifying

The Prince and Prince Frederic are gone to Berln, where
thedstatue of Frederic the Great wes to be maugurated yes-
terday.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russcll.
BUCKINGIUNM PaLACE, 18th June 1851,

The Queen returns the papers signed. We are both much
pleased at what Lord John Russell says about tho Prince's
speech yesterday! It was on so ticklish a subject that one
could not feel sure beforehand how it might be taken ; at the
same time the Queen felt sure that the Prince would say the
nght thing, from her entire confidence in his great tact and
judpment.

The Queen, at the risk of not appearing sufficiently modest
(and yet, why should a wife ever be modest about her hus-
band’s merits ?), must say that she thinks Lord John Russell
will admit now that the Prince is possessed of very extra-
ordinary powers of mind and heart, She feels so proud at
being his wife that she cannot refrain from herself paying &
tribute to ks noble character.

Queen Victoria to Lord Jokn Rusell.
BUCKISGIUM PaLicz, 3ok Jidy 200
The Queen hastens to tell Lord John Russlt how giinliy
everything went off last [night], and how enthsisstioaliv we
1 The Privoe praciied at (i pooeelog oommmeny extie of fg g Sz el Low

ears’ e the Sotety for Grmpn = =
yer Ty e Premmer. ety Lalime, 3os Epos ®hevrty
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were received by an almost fearful mass of peo le i
streets ;1 the greatest orde i D et one
mc§t gﬁatifyin grenthusias‘gn r prevailed, and the greatest and

Jot being aware whether Sir George Grey is
business, the Queen writes to Lorngohn );o] deiggcat] :ﬁa‘znz
proper letter be written without delay to the Lord Mayor
expressing not only the Queen’s and Prince’s thanks for the
splendid entertainment at the Guildhall, but also our high
gratification at the hearty, kind, and enthusiastic recepbizn
we met with during our progress through the City, both
going and returning. Our only anxiety is lest any accident
should have occurred from the great pressure of the dense
crowds.

The Queen would likewise wish to know what distinction
should be conferred in honour of the occasion on the Lord

Mayor.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 15th July 1851.

The Queen has received Lord John Russell’s letter. She
has no objection on this particular occasion to knight the two
Sheriffs, this year being so memorable a one.

But the Queen would wish it clearly to be understood that
they have no right or claim to be knighted whenever the

Queen goes into the City.
On the occasion of the opening of the Royal Exchange the

Sheriffs were not knighted. . . .
We regret to hear of Lord John’s continued indisposition.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
OSBORNE, 25th August 1851.

The Queen wishes to draw Lord John Russell’'s attention
to the enclosed draft, which she does not think can go in its
present shape. We argued in innumerable despatches that
the choice of the successor to the Danish Crown was entirely
an internal question for Denmark, in which foreign Powers
could not interfere. Here, however, it is laid down that t}}e
German Diet has no right to treat the succession in Holstein
(a German State) as an internal question, as it ought to, be
decided on—not according to the German law of succession,
but according to the interests of Europe. Nor is it true, 83

1 A ball in commemoration of the Exhibition took place at the Guildhall on the 9th of

July.
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stated in the despatch, that the Duke of Augustenburg has
no claim to the Damsh Crown. His mother was tho daughter
of Christran VII. and of Queen Matilda.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belqians.
BALNORAL CASTLE, 16k September 1851,
My DEAREST UNCLE,—Accept my best thanks for your kind
AT e e vaoe e Y

Ins fellow-creatures, the bemg put on o par with him, the
bemg brought to feel that he i1s as much one of them as any
other, 1n spite of his birth, which I think of such great import-
ance for him, and I therefore hope you will send lum to Bonn
Ay letter is ternbly décousy, for 1t has been twice mterrupted.
I was out the whole day with Albert, in the forest mn & perfectly
tropical heat. Since we went to Allt-na-Guthasach, our httle
bothy near Loch Muich on the 12th, the heat of the sun has
been daily increasing, and has reached a pitch which makes
it almost sickening to be out in it, though it is beautiful to
behold. The sky these last two evenings has been hke an
Itahkan one, and for the last few days——at least the last four—
without the shghtest particle of clond, and the sun blazing.
With this, not a breath of air The mocuntains look quite
crimson end llac, end everything glows with the setting sun.
‘The evenings are quite & relief. Really one cannot undertake
oxpeditions, tho heat is so great, We thought of you, and
wished you could be here ; you would fancy youtself in Jtaly.
Albert got a splendid stag to-day. T must hastily conclude,
hoping to hear from you that you will come  Qur moonlights
have been magnificent elso. Ever your devoted Niece,
Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians
BALNORAL CASTLE, 22nd Septerber 1851

My pEAREST UxcLE,—I write to you on purpose on this
largo peper in order that you may seeand admireit. Landseer
did it also on purpose, and I think it is even finer than the
other. It is so truly the character of the noble animal.

‘That abuse of the poor Orleans family in our papers is
abominable, and Lord John is equslly shocked at 1t, but
‘won’t interfere. Don’t you think Joinville should not have
left 1% open for him to accept it, for it i3 impossible for him to

VOL. IT
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be Presi&ent of the French Republi i i
public ?  Still, T feel y
that he and they all do what they think best for Fr;z?;mced
I must conclude. Ever your devoted Niece,
. Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
SHIEL OF ALLT-NA-GIUTHASACH, 30th September 1851,

. My DEAREST UN cLE,—I write to you from our little bothy
in the hills, which is quite a wilderness—where we arrived
yesterday evening after & long hill expedition to the Lake of
Loch Nagar, which is one of the wildest spots imaginable. It
was very cold. To-day it pours so that I hardly know if we
shall be able to get out, or home even. We are not snowcd,
bub rained up. Our little Shiel is very snug and comfortable,
and we have got a little piano in it. Lady Douro is with us.

Many thanks for your kind letter of the 22nd. Our warm,
fine weather left us on the 25th, and we have had storm and
snow in the mountains ever since then.

The position of Princes is no doubt difficult in these times,
but it would be much less so if they would behave honourably
and straightforwardly, giving the people gradually those
privileges which would satisfy all the reasonable and well-
intentioned, and would weaken the power of the Red Republi-
cans ; instead of that, reaction and a return to all the tyranny
and oppression is the cry and the principle—and all papers
and books are being seized and prohibited, as in the days of
Metternich ! . . . .

Vicky was kicked off her pony—a quiet beast—but not the
least hurt ; this is more than three weeks ago. Alfred (whom
you will recollect I told you was so terribly heedless and
entirely indifferent to all punishment, etc.) tumbled down-
stairs last week. He was not seriously hurt at all, and quite
well the next morning, only with & terribly black, green, and
yellow face and very much swelled. He might have been
killed ; he is always bent upon self-destruction, and one hardly
knows what to do, for he don’t mind being burt or scolded or
and the very next morning he tried to go down the

punished ; the banisters just as he had done when he

sbairs leaning over

fell. ear

1 this will be my last letter but one from the dea
Iﬁ?llt«?:nds. ! We start onybhe 7th, visiting Liverpool and Man-
chester on our way back, and expect to be at Windsor on the

11th. ]
. Bver your devoted Nicee,
I must now conclude 3 Nicer, 4 B,
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Queen Vicloria to the King of the Belgians.
Batstopas CASTLE, € Oasbre 1851

My peAREST UyeLE,—Only two words cen I write to you,
as we are to start to-morrow morning. 3y heart 18 b1en gros
at going from here.

Y love my peaceful, wild Highlands, the glonous scenery,
the dear good people who are much attached to us, and who
feel their Finsamleit sadly, very much. Ore of our Gulhex, &
young Highlander who generally went out with me, sad,
in auswer to my observation that they must be very dull here
when we left: “ It's just bike death come all at once.” In
addition to Iy sorrow st Jeaving this dear place, T am 1u great
sorrow at the loss of a dear and faithful, excellent friend, whom
yon will sincerely lament—our good Lord Liverpool. He was
wwell ezd 1n the highest spirits with us only six weeks ago, end
in three days he was camed away. 1 cannot tell you how 1t
has upset me ; I have known him 50 long, and he swas such en
intimate friend of ours. We received the news yesterday

Many thanks for your kind Jetter of the 28th. T am glad ell
weat off so well, but it must have been dreadful to miss dearest
Lonise. This tune reminds me o much of all our sorrow last
year on ker dear account. Vicrorta R.

Queen Victoria to Lord Palmerstan.
WISDSOZ CasTLE, 1248 Qater 185L
The Queen returcs Lord Howden’s letter, and thinks that
tke best answer to the Queen of Spein's request will be that
tkhe Statutes do not allow the Garter to be bestowed upon a
lady ; that the Queen herself possesses o order of knightkood
from eny countsy.t
With reference to the claim for the King erising out of the
Prizee kaving received the Fleece, it may e well to say that
1he oZer of the Fleece had in the first itstarce been declined
for frar of establisking & ground for the necessity of giving the
Gaster in reterm, and was at its second offer accepted by the
Prinee, togetber with the first orders of elmost every country,
o the uzdemstarnding that no return would be expected. It
=rscld Rave been jmpossible to give the Carter to everr
B 2zd very dfficult to make & selection. The Queen
c’ - Spefz ocz!: to be made awgre of the f2ct that amory the
: tke Exmp of Austria ard Brezil, axd
:.‘e Si_zs o Sweder, Denmark, Baveria, Hollerd, Sardin®,

$ 5 G of Sjais tad @xzemet o tirmh L Bowies 10 muve e
€2 o Tm Gar
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Naples, Greece, etc., etc., have not got the Garter, although
many of them have expressed a wish for it, and that amongsb
the _Ixmgs Consort, the King of Portugal, the Queen’s first
cousin, has not received it yet, although the Queen has long
been anxious to give it to him.

Anything short of these explanations might offend, or leave
the claim open to be repeated from time to time.

Lord John Russdll to Queen Victoria.
DOWKING STREET, 14th Oclober 1851,

Lord Carlisle, Lord Minto, and Sir Charles Wood are ap-
pointed & Committee to consider of the extension of the
Suffrage. They meet to-morrow. Lord John Russell expects
to sce Mr Peel to-morrow. It is proposed that Parliament
should meet on the 3rd or 5th of February. . . .

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 14tk October 1851,

The Queen does not consider the Committee appointed to
consider the extension of the Franchise a very strong one.
Will Lord Cerlisle be up to the peculiar business ?

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.l
WINDSOR CASTLE, 24th Oclober 1851,

The Queen concludes Lord John Russell has read the accounts
of Kossuth’s arrival in to-day’s papers.

She wishes Lord John could still try to prevent Lord Palmer-
ston from receiving him. The effect it will have abroad will
do us immense harm. At all events, Lord John should take
care to have it understood that the Government have not
sanctioned it, and that it is a private act of Lord Palmerston’s.

The Queen will else have again to submit to insults and
affronts, which are the result of Lord Palmerston’s conduct.

Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 24th October 1851

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
and is sorry to say he can interfere no further with respect to

Lord Palmerston’s reception of Kossuth.
With respect to the manner of the reception, however, he

1 Substance of the note to Lord John Russell, writfen down from recollection.
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will write to Lord Palmerston to desire him to take care that
nothing is said which goes beyond the strict expression of
thanks for the efforts made by the Brtish Govermment to
procure first ihe safety, and next the hberty, of Koseuth.

As for the reception, 1t is to be cousidered that Kossuth s
considered the representative of English institutions against
despotism.

Tt tlus were so the public feeling would be laudable.

Lord Jokn Russell to Queen Tictoria
PEMTROKE LODGE, 3148 Octoder 1851

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty ;
he has the honour to submit to your Majesty a correspondence !
which has taken place between Lord Palmerston and himself

After Lord Palmerston’s answer, Lord John Russell can
have but httle hope that Lord Palmerston will not see M.
Kossuth. Lord John Russell cannot separate the private from
the public man 1n this instance; the reception of Kossuth, if 1t
tokes place, will bo a reception by your Majesty’s Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs. Whether that reception 13 to take
place m Downing Street or Carlton Terrace does not appear
to lum material.

Lord John Russell would, as a last resource, humbly advise
your Majesty to cormmand Lord Palmerston not to receive
M. Kossuth.

It appears to him that your Majesty owes this mark of
respect to your Majesty’s ally, and geperally to all States at
peace with this country.

Lord John Russell has no other copy of this letter to Lord
Pslmerston.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
WINDSOS CoSTLE, 31% Gavler 131
The Queen has received Lord John Russell’s letter, zxd
returns the enclosures. She hkewise gends him her et
to Lord Palmerston, which she begs him to send oz, o
changing the Jabel. She must tell Lord John, Lowever.
2lthough ke may go on with a colleague, eren 2%
received an answer hike the one Lord Palmerston he.
1 Lard Palimerston wished £ receste Fosath at fhe Forei Oror S

£pocdence bere referred ta, whach will Le found in Eussell s L1,
seectad " Loerd Paltmerston to derhine to tervive Kowr_
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to the many entreaties not to compromise the Government
by his personal act, the Queen cannot expose hersclf to having
her positive commands disobeyed by one of her public servants
and that should Lord Palmerston persist in his intention he
cannot continue as her Minister. She refrains from any ex-
pression upon Lord Palmerston’s conduct in this matter, as
Lord John is well aware of her feelings.

Queen Victoria to Viscount Palmerston.t
WINDSOR CASTLE, 31st October 1851,

The Queen mentioned to Lord Palmerston when he was last
here at Windsor Castle that :she thought it would not be
advisable that he should receive M. Kossuth upon his arrival
in England, as being wholly unnecessary, and likely to be
misconstrued abroad. Since M. Kossuth’s arrival in this
country, and his violent denunciations of two Sovereigns with
whom we are at peace, the Queen thinks that she owes it as a
mark of respect to her Allies, and generally to all States at
peace with this country, not to allow that a person endeavour-
ing to excite a political agitation in this country against her
Allies should be received by her Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs. Whether such a reception should take place at his
official or private residence can make no difference as to the
public nature of the act. The Queen must therefore demand
that the reception of M. Kossuth by Lord Palmerston should

not take place.

Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria.
PEMBROEE LODGE, 31s¢ October 1851
Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty.
Since writing to your Majesty this morning it has occu_rred to
him that it will be best that your Majesty should not give any

commands to Lord Palmerston on his sole advice.
With this view he has summoned the Cabinet for Monday,

and he humbly proposes that your Majesty should await their
advice.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 31st October 1851

The Queen has just received Lord John Russell’s letter.
She thir?ks it naturitl that Lord John should wish to bring a
matter which may cause a rupture in the Government before

1 Drafb sent to Lord John Russell.
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the Cabinet, but thinks his having summoned the Cabinet only
for Monday will leave Lord Palmerston at liberty 1n the mter-
mediate time to have his reception of I{ossuth, and then rest
on his fait accompli. Unless, therefors, Lord John Russell can
bind him over to good conduct, all the mischief wlich 13 ap-
prehended from this step of his will result; and he will have,
moreover, the triumph of having carried hus point, and having
set the Prume DMnister at defiance. . . .

Lord John Russcll to Queen Victoria.
PEMBROKE LODGE, Lit Aorember 1851

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty ;
he is deeply sensible of your Majesty’s kindness and indulgence.
He feels that he 13 at times overwhelmed by the importance
and vanety of the questions of which the prinerpal weight lies
upon him.

He now lays before your Majesty a copy of the letter ho has
written to Lord Palmerston! With a grateful sense of your
Majesty’s confidence, he is now of opinion that the Cabinet
should decide, and that no part of the burden should be placed
upon your Majesty.

He therefore returns the letter to Lord Palmerston,

He summoned the Cabinet for Monday, as 80 many members
of 1t are at a distance. He does not think Lord Palmerston
will come to town before Monday.

Queen Victoria to Lord Jokn Ruesell.
TIsDon CASTLE, Lot Novemder 1651

The Queen has to acknowledge Lord John Russell’s letter
of this day, and returns the copy of his to Lord Palmerston.
She feels that she hags the right and the duty to demand thet
one of her Miristers should not by his private acts, comprormi-
her and the country, snd therefore omitted i her letter to Lord
Palmerston all reference to Lord John Russell's opinjon ; Lext
she of course much prefers that she should be pro!ty'!xd from
the wilful i of Lord Pal ol
of the Cabinet being drawn to his proaer;dm"q out Ier
personal intervention?

‘l'l‘;zlet‘,zum.albudPa':as‘.mlul‘ ’lbl‘r—drrtdd!.x’u v

s Yrmmtsse
1ty theCat B 1371 Yonday, MVHVJ.I:)W’

2 The Caine tm,ubnguwdmu’e‘”c
prizted b b Lite, Coacimocsly emoarted o, Lot Harrene e

sy Lritstzeters Lord Joba it iormed the Quoms of 2o
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Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 3rd November 1851,

Tl?e Queen has just received Lord John Russell’s letter.
She is very glad to hear that this matter has been amicably
arranged, and she trusts that Lord Palmerston will act accord-
ing to his promises.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
WINDSOR OASTLE, 11th November 1851,

fl’lle Queen sends this draft to Lord John Russell, as sho
thinks the tone in which it is written so very ironical, and not
altogether becoming for & public despatch from the English
Secretary for Foreign Affairs, to be given to the Minister of
another State. The substance is quite right, and a dignified
explanation of the absurdity of the conduct of the Parma
officials would very likely produce its effect, but some expres-
sions in this draft could only tend to irritate, and therefore
prevent that readiness to comply with our demand, which is

to be produced.t

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 20¢th November 1851,

The Queen must write to-day to Lord John Russell on a
subject which causes her muech anxiety. Her feelings have
again been deeply wounded by the official eonduct of her
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs since the arrival of AL
Kossuth in this country. The Queen feels the best interests
of her people, the honour and dignity of her Crown, her public
and personal obligations towards those Sovereigns with whom
she professes to be on terms of peace and amity, most un-
justifiably exposed. The Queen has unfortunately very often
had to call upon Lord John to check his colleaguc in the
dangerous and unbecoming course which at various times he
has so wilfully persevered in pursuing. But Lord John Russcll,
although agreeing on most of these occasions with the view
taken by the Queen, has invariably met her remonstrances
with the plea that to push his interference with Lord Palmer-
ston beyond what he had done would lead to a rupture with
him, and thus necessarily to a breaking up of the Cabinet.
The Queen, considering & change of her Government undc-t“
present political circumstances dangerous to the true interests
of the nation, had only to choose between two evils, without

1 Before ten days bad clapsed, Lord Palmerston had resumed his high-handed methiods
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\ d in her own jud; 10 decide
which in 1ts political consequences would turn out the least,
But if in such a contingency tho Queen chooses rather not to
insist upon what s due to her, she thinks it indispensable at the
same time to express to her Cabinet that she does so on their
account, leaving 1t to them to reconcile the injuries done to her
with that sound policy and duct which the mai o
peace and the welfare of the country require. These remarks
seem to be cspecmlly called for after the Teport of tho oﬁ" cml

Lord P and the d
Finshury,! and the Queen requests Lord John TRussell to hnng
them under the notice of the Cabinet.

Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria,
PEARRORE LOVCE, 213t Noves b

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Meze
He had the honour of receiving fast mght your 3ejwrye v
munication respecting Lord I’nlmf’rﬁwn

Lord John Russell presumes that it is the substane 071:5
communication which your Majesty wishes to be loic eio 12
Cabinet.

But before doing so he cannot refrain from menz==
circumstances which appear to him to weigh maenc
consideration of Lord Palmerrton’s condust

In many instances Lord Palmerst,
remonstrances of Lord John P.usv.—ll, mx}v
been by your Majesty, o

He did 80 on the question of foriulipe rom -3 738~

He did so in respect to the letier o =z o = "o
affair of Count Haynau,

He gave way likewise in thie Jus momee
ing Lord Dudley Btuart thet Im sroi. ==
he chose to eall upon him, I srneemm o=
to Lord Dudley that he requerer mo—r

some memmgs in the miten £
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But it appears to Lord John Russell that every Minister
must have: a certain latitude allowed him which he mev use,
perhaps with indiscretion, perhaps with bad taste, but with no
consequence of sufficient importance to deserve notice.

] Lord J ohn.RusseH must, however, call your Majesty’s atten-
tion to an article in the 3forning Post, which denies the accuracy
of the report of Lord Palmerston’s answer to what is there
called  the froth and folly of an address to Downing Street.”

Lord John Russel], in admitting that he has more then once
represented to your Majesty that the expulsion of Lord Palmer-
ston would break up the Government, begs to explain that he
has always done so upon one of two grounds :

Tirst, if Lord Palmerston should be called upon by your
Majesty to resign on account of a line of Foreign Policy of
which his colleagues had approved, and for which they were,
with him, responsible.

Second, in case no difference of opinion had arisen, and the
transaction should bear the character of an intrigue, to get rid
of an inconvenient colleague.

It must be remembered that Lord Palmerston was recom-
mended to the late Xing by Lord Grey as Foreign Secretary,
and remained in that Office from 1830 to 1834 ; that he was
afterwards replaced in the same Office by Lord Melbourne, and
remained from 1835 to 1841. .

He has thus represented the Foreign Policy of the Whig
Party fifteen years, and has been approved not only by them
but by a large portion of the country. In the advice which
Lord John Russell has humbly tendered to your Majesty, he
has always had in view the importance of maintaining the
popular confidence which your Majfas_ty’s name everywhere
inspires. Somewhat of the good opinion of the Emperor of
Russia and other foreign Sovereigns may be lost, but the good
will and affection of the people of England are retained, a great
security in these times.

Lord John Russell has made out a note of his address to the
Cabinet for your Majesty’s information. He prays to have 1t

returned.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 21st November 1851

The Queen has received Lord John Russell’s letter _and
returns the note on his former communication to the Cabmep.
If Lord John felt on the 3rd of November that *“ above al}, it
behoves us to be particularly cautious and not to afford just
ground of complaint to any Party, and that we cannot be too
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vigilant or weigh our proceedings too scrupalonsly —the
Queen cannot suppose that Lord John considers the cfSel
reception by the Secretary of State for Foreirn A%eIs of
addresses, m which allied Sovereigns are called D
Assassins, 83 within that ** latitnde ** which be elstmsforaro
Mimister, ** which he may use perhaps with ZxSamecion, 7 e
haps with bad teste, but mth no conseymerre af e
unportance to deserve notice.”

The Queen leaves it to Lord John Ross”
lay her letter, or only the substance of it. >
but she hopes that they will make that cx=
Justien ~F Bow o .
m L. [ ! :

Quee L
whether sho gives him a just grousd of pmrmesy T2
1f she does 50, she can never beBers e ~=» oo
papulamy with her own peo— e e T
y have d Eeres
sta defence of Lord Palmerster. Tt
excuse in Lord Palmerston’s moy=e @
for the mortification of hevie & .x::":
suth, the Queen has every rezror 2.
after all.

Queen Victrris & Term
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the X SuSasYEsSia
Xing of Hanover,? sxf 22 22
the mourning ougs xux ¢
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condolence, and beg you to d i
Cousin Mary gy 0 S0 In our names to our dear

It must be a consolation to you that the end of the King was
peaceful and so free from pain and suffering. Most truly do I
enter into your feelings as to the responsible position into
which you are now placed, and my best wishes for your welfare
and happness as well as that of Hanover will ever accompany
vou. I am happy to hear from Mr Somerset that you were
well, as well as your dear Mary and dear children.

Albert desires me to say everything kind from him to you as
well as to our cousins, and with every possible good wish for
your health and prosperity, believe me always, my dear George,
your very affectionate Cousin, Vicroria R.

Viscount Palmerston to Queen Victoria.
CARLTON GARDENS, 22nd November 1851,

Viscount Palmerston presents his humble duty to your
Majesty and has taken the proper steps according to your
Majesty’s commands, about the mourning for the late King of
Hanover; and he would wish to know whether it is your
Majesty’s desire that he should have letters prepared for your
Majesty’s signature, announcing to Foreign Sovereigns the

decease of the late King.

Quecen Victoria to Viscount Palmerston.
OSBORNE, 22nd November 1851,

The Queen has just received Lord Palmerston’s letter.

The Queen does not think it necessary for her to announce
the King of Hanover’s death to other Sovereigns, as there is &
head of that branch of her Family who would have to do so.
She declared the present King’s marriage in Council, but she
does not think that she announced it. This Lord Palmerston

would perhaps be able to ascertain at the Office.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
OSBORNE, 3rd December 1851,

The Queen has received Lord John Russell’s letter of the
30th ult., and has carefully considered his Memorandum on the
report of the Committee of the Cabinet ; she now returns Sir

Charles Wood’s Memorandum. . )
Considering the question of Reform under its two bearings—

1 Princess Mary of Saxe-Altenburg (1818-1907), wife of King George V. of Hanover.
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failed to have produced, Much will depend, however, upon the
completeness, fairness, and 1mpartiality with which the sclec-
tion of the towns will be made which are to be admutted into
the electoral district of others  Sir Charles Wood’s Memoran-
dum being only & sketch, the Queen hopes to see a more com-
plete hst, stating the principle also upon which the selection is
made

With regard to the Sufirage, the propossls of the Committes
appear to the Queen to be framed with a due regard to the
importance of not giving an undue proportion of weight to
the Democracy. In the Queen's opinion, the chief guestion
to consider will be whether the strengthening of the D ic
principle will upset the balance of Constitution, and further
weaken the Executive, which is by no means too strong at
present. The Queen is well aware of the difficulty of forming a
correct estimate beforehand of the moral effect which such
extensive changes may produce, but thinks that they cannot
even be guessed at before the ical results are Iy
ascertained ; she hopes therefore that the statistics will be

POV E e R Y

with such an additional innovation.

Queen Victoria to the King o} the Belgians.
OSBORSE, 2nd Deccmber 1851

My DEAREST UNcLE,—Accept my best thanks for your kind
letter of the 28th I am truly grieved to hear that you have
got so bad a cold ; nothing is more trying and snnoying thaa
those heavy colds, which render all occupation irksome and
trying in the highest degree. I hope that it will soon bs puse

It is & great pity that you do not venture to come to ne, 221
am sure you might do 1t easily. I do not think thet thers v
be any outburst yet awhile in France.

I am rather unhappy ebout dear Unclo Memwdo®, w2, I
hear, has arrived at Vienna with gout jn Lis lems, = Zoze,
however, soon to hear of his being mueh better .. -
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Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
OSBOBNE, 4tk December 1851,

Drarest UnorLe,—I must write a 1
s : e a line to ask what you s
to ithe .wonderful proceedings at Paris, which really se{;ng Iiig
a 81%;% 11;15] ;)001:1 c;r ?1 play! What is to be the result of it all 71
med to have written so positivel

tha‘,;;f nothing would hagper poswtevely & few hours beforo

e are anxiously waiting for to-day’s news—though I should
hope that the Troops were to be depended upon, an%i order for
the present would prevail. I hope that none of the Orleans
Fam;ly will move a limb or say & word, but remain perfectly
passive.

I must now conclude. Ever your devoted Niece,
Vicronria R.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
OSBORNE, 4th December 1851,

The Queen has learnt with surprise and concern the events
which have taken place at Paris: She thinks it is of great
importance that Lord Normanby should be instructed toremain
entirely passive, and to tske no part whatever in what is
passing. Any word from him might be misconstrued at such

a moment.

Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria,

DOWNING STREET, & December 1851,
(6 M)

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your
Majesty. Your Majesty’s directions respecting the stato
of affeirs in Paris shall be followed. Lord Normanby? has
asked whether he should suspend his diplomatic functions ;
but the Cabinet were unanimously of opinion that he should

not do so.

1 On the 2nd of December, Louis Napoleon sclzed the Government ot France, arrcsted
his chief opponents, put an end to the National Assembly and Cauncil of State, and

eclared Paris in a state of slege. .
d 2 Og the 3rd the tidings of the coup d'Ctat reached London.  Count Walewski npnounccd
it to Lord Palmerston, who expressed his approval of it, and wrote to Lord Normonby
the letter printed in his Life, disavowing surprisc that the President had struck the lllo\'\:
when be did, * for it is now wel! known here that the Dnchess of Orleans was preparing
to be called to Paris this week with her younger son to commence a nesw period of Orlears
dynasty.” dred

3 having applied for instructions as to his future conduct, was deslre:
to mgllg(rz(;g gﬁmb%’ms rclﬁtigr}:s with the French Government, and to sbstatn from m}‘m
the appearance of interference in her internal affafrs. Having made a communfca:z(:ré
to this effect to M. Turgot, the latter replied that M, “. ‘nlcwskl had notified to him o,
Lord Palmerston had already expressed to him his * entire approbation c:.( the act
of the President,” and his ** conviction that he could not have acted otherwise.
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Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
OSBORNE, 4th December 1851,

Dearest Uxcre,~—I must wri i
»—1 must write a line to ask what
Z,Ost?;? _woncli)crful proceedings at Paris, which really se)e’;?rlll ﬁiﬁ
! fe{a ]n;;;]a 33313 c;x(‘) ?1 play! What is to be the result ofitall 71
ave writt it ,
thl‘l{; nothing would happe nl en so posttively a few hours before
e are anxiously waiting for to-day’s news—thoueh I shoul
ixope that the Troops were to be depended upon, arfd]orzcr?lfloctl'
F}:En %reser‘llti would prevail. I hope that none of the Orleans
passiv‘g.m move & limb or say a word, but remain perfectly

I must now conclude. Ever your devoted Niece,
Victoria R.

Qucen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
OSBORNE, 4th December 1851,

The Queen has learnt with surprise and concern the events
which have taken place at Paris? She thinks it is of great
importance that Lord Normanby should be instructed toremain
entirely passive, and to take no part whatever in what is
passing. Any word from him might be misconstrued at such

a moment.

Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria.
DOWNING STREET, 4tk December 1851.
(6 p.3L) .

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your
Majesty. Your Majesty’s directions respecting the state
of affairs in Paris shell be followed. Lord Normanby ? has

asked whether he should suspend his diplomatic functions ;
but the Cabinet were unanimously of opinion that he should

not do so.
1 On the 2nd of December, Louis Napoleon seized the Government of France, arrested
his chief opponents, put an end to the National Assembly and Council of State, and

declared Paris in a state of siege. .
2 On the 3rd the tidings of the coup d'éat reached London.  Count Walewski announced

it to Lord Palmerston, who expressed his approval of it, and wrote to Lord Normanby
the letter printed in his Life, disavowing surprise that the President had struck the blow
when lie did, * for it is now well known here that the Duchess of Orleaps was preparing
to be called to Paris this week with her younger son to commence a new period of Orleans
dynasty.” . .

y3naio¥d Normanby, having applied for instructions as to his future conduct, was desired
to make no change in his relations with the French Government, and to abstain from even
the appearance of interference in her internal affairs. Having made a'commuqmatloré
to this effect to A{. Turgot, the latter replied that 3. Walewski had notified to him that
Lord Palmerston had already expressed to him his entire approbation Q'f the ac
of the President,” and his “ conviction that he could not have acted otherwise.
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The result is very uncertain ; at present the power is likely
to rest in tho Army, to whose memory of victories and defeats
the President has so strongly appealed.

The King of the Belgians to Queen Victoria.
LAEKEN, 5th December 1831

My DEAREST VICTORIA,—Receive my best thanks for
your dear gracious letter of the 2nd, the date of the battle
of Austerlitz, and the coup . état st Paris. What do you say
toit?

As yet one cannot form an opinion, but I am inchned to
think that Louis Bonaparte will succeed. The country 1s
tired and wish ouiet, and if they get 1t by this coup d’état they
will have no o'sjection, and let e Gourernement Parlementaire
et Constitutionel go to sleep for a while.

Isuspect that the great Continental powers will see & militery
Covernmj2nt 8t Paris with pleasure ; they go rather far in their
hatred off everything Parl y. The Presid takes a
tittle of Napoleon already I understand that he expressed
Limself displeased, as if T had too muach supported the
Orleans Family. I render perfect justice to the President,
that Wtherto he has not plagued us; but we have also
sbstained from all mterference. I think that Héléne has
beea imprudent ; besides, it is difficult for the poor Femly
to avoid to speak on these subjects or to express themselves
wits mildness.

Ii something hke en Empire establishes itself, perhaps we
sh.dl for a time have much to suffer, as the gloire francaise in-
vaiably looks to the old frontiers. My hope is that they will
nesessarily have much to do ot home, for a time, as parties wll
rut high. . . . Your devoted Uncle, Lrororo R.

i 4d
Queen Victora to Lérd Ja&kn Russell,
‘( OSEORNE, 6k December 1631

tney will not come to a final deession without baving first
~scertained how the praposed plan will operate when practically
applied to the present state of the Franchise and Suffrage. The
Queen i3 very anxious to arrive et a definite opinion on this
}subject ‘herself.
The Queen sees from the Manchester Speeches that the Ballot
} 15 to be made the stalking-horse of the Radicals,
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The Marchioness of Normanby to Colonel Phipps.
PARIS, Tth December 1831,

My pEAR CEARLES,—I have an opportunity of writing to you
not through the Foreign Office, which I shall take advantage of,
as at present the Post is not to be trusted, and I am afraid I do
not think the Office is either.

Palmerston has taken lately to writing in the most ex-
traordinary manner to Normanby.! I think he wants to fix
a quarrel with him, which you 19y be sure Normanby wil
avoid at present, as it would have t‘hcqerst possible effect;
but I do not understand it at all, and I wish you could in any
way explain what it means. Palmerston teems very angy
because Normanby does not unqualifyingly &pprove}of this
step here, and the results; the whole thing is S comipletely
8 coup d’état, and all the proccedings are so cozlﬁl‘&l'y(;to and
devoid of law and justice and security, that evei the most
violent Tory would be staggered by them. (For \ipstance,
to-day all the English papers, even Normanby’s, areX‘LStOPPEd
and prohibited ; they will of course allow Normanby’s ¥ ;0 come,

but it is to be under an envelope), and yet Palmerst{.n, vho
quarrels with all Europe about a political adventulguw lke
IKossuth, because he was defending the liberties and ccfutite
tion of his country, now tries to quarrel with Normanb)] ,,gni
really writes in the most impertinent manner, because I\{{'
manby’s despatches are not sufficiently in praise of Lq
Napoleon and his coup d’état. There must be some dess [
des cartes that we are not aware of. Normanby has alwal |
said, having been undertaken, the only thing now is to hop\*
and pray it may be successful ; but that is another thing ? i
approving the way it was begun, or the way it has been carrie; i
out. The bloodshed has been dreadful and indiscriminate, | ?
quarter was shown, and when an insurgent took refuge in }
house, the soldiers killed every one in the house, whether ens
gaged in the émeute or ubt. . . . It is very doubtful whether;
Normanby will be able to go on with [Palmerston] if this sort/
of thing continues, for he talks of *“I hear this” and “I am
told that,”’ with reference to Normanby’s conduct here, whicl!
no man in his position can stand, as, if Palmerston takes the
on-dits of others, and not Normanby’s own accounts, there 15
an end of confidence ; but I must say his last letter appears
to me a sort of exuberance of anger, which spends itself on }

+

1 On the 6th, Lord Palmerston wrote to Lord Normanby the strange letter printed by (

MrE hley in the Life, censuring Lord Normanby’s supposed hostility to the French
Pr&iggzl:ytq %‘Jsorgylzi%rmanbé’in replyadefended his attitude, and asked for an explicit
statement ‘as to the Foreign Secretary’s approval or otherwise of the conduct and policy
of the President.
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many subjects rather than the one which first caused it, and
therefore I suspect he has received some rap on the knuckles
at home, which he resents here, or on the first person who 1s
not of the same opinion as humself ; but it is a cunous anomaly
that he should quarrel with Normanby in support of arbitrary
and absolute Government. All is quet here now, and will, I
hope, contmue so till the Elections, when I suppose we may
have some more émeutes. . . .

They have been told at the Clubs that they may meet, but
theya =+ t* " e S oo

despot *

what t

does 1

what ° '

are en

one.

Rothst ' . -

general feeling in England ; it could not be, 1f they know all

that had happened here. Mind, I can quite understand the

policy of keeping well with Lowss Napoleon, and Normanby 18

so, and has never expressed to any one a hostile opinion except
1 hiy despatches and private letters to Palmerston. . . . I

shall send this by a private hand, not to run the risk of its

beingread. Ever yours affectionately, M. NORMANBY.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
OsBoRxx, 9th December 1851
Dearest UxNcre,—Your kind letter of the 5th reached me on
Sunday mormng. Much blood hasbeen shed since youwrote. ...

What you say about arbitrary end military Government in
France is very true, and I daresay will do for a time ; but I do
not know kow Louis Napoleon is to proceed, or how he will get
over the anger and enmty of those he imprisoned. Still, I see
that the Legitimists have all given in their adbesion. Every
one in France and elsewhere must wisk order, and many there-
fore rally round the President.

A most ext dinary report was ioned to me yester-
 day, which, however, I never could believe, and which is
besides physically impossible, from the illness of the one and
' the absence of the other, viz. that Jomnville and Aumale had
" gone or were going to Lille to put themselves at the head of the

troops,! which would be a terrible and & very unwise thing.
It would be very awkward for you too.
1 Mr Borthwick, of the 2orning Post, had so stated to Lord Palmerston on the suthority

of General de Rumiwmy, seven Tater P i ¢
ot Geners o Ramieey Fears later Palwmerston wrote the Memorandum on the
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I must now conclude, hoping soon to hear from you. You
should urge the poor Orleans family to be very prudent in what
they say about passing events, as I believe Louis Napoleon is
very sore on the subject, and matters might get still worse.
Ever your devoted Niece, VicToria R.

The Marchioness of Normanby to Colonel Phipps.t
PARIS, 9th December 1851,

My pEarEST CHARLES,—I had written a long letter to the
Queen, and upon second thoughts I have burnt it, becausc
events have now become so serious between Normanby and
Palmerston that I do not think that I should be the person toin-
form Her Majesty of it, in case anything was to be said upon the
subject in Parliament. And yet as the affront has been given
in Palmerston’s private letters, I feel sure she does not know it.
You have all probably seen Normanby’s public despatches,
in which, though as an Englishman he deprecates and
deplores the means employed and the pledges broken—in
short, the unconstitutional illegality of the whole coup d'état—
yet he. always says, seeing now no other refuge from Rouge
ascendency, he hopes it may succeed. One would have sup-
posed, from the whole tenor of his policy, from his Radical
tendencies, and all that he has been doing lately, that Palmer-
ston would have been the last person to approve of this coup
d’état. Not a bit! He turns upon Normanby in the most
flippant manner ; almost accuses him of a concealed know-
ledge of an Orleanist plot—never whispered here, nor I be-
lieve, even imagined by the Government of Paris, who would
have been too glad to seize upon it as an excuse ; says he com-
promises the relations of the country by his evident disapproval
of Louis Napoleon—in short, it is a letter that Morny might
have written, and that it is quite impossible for Normanby to
bear. The curious thing is that it is a letter or rather letters
that would completely ruin Palmerston with his Party. He
treats all the acts of the wholesale cruelties of the troops as a
joke—in short, it is the letter of & man_hnlf mad, I.thmk_, for to
quarrel with Normanby on this subject is cutting his own
throat. . . . He has written nlsg\; to Lgrd J ohrtl. Lomg

lv well that Normanby cannot approv
Hapoleon knows porieotly he talks to him cg’nﬁdent-iuny. and

the means he has taken; 1 . o
treats him as an honest, upright man, and he never showed him

more attention, or friendship even than last night when wo

1 Submitted to the Queen by Colonel Phipps.
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were at the Elysée, though Normanby said not one word in
approval. . . .

There is another question upon which Normanby has a right
to complain, which is, that two days before Palmerston sent
his instructions here, he expressed to Walewsk: his complete
approval of the step teken by Lows Napoleon, which was
transmtted by Walewski m a despatch to Turgot, and read by
him to many members of the Corps Diplomatique a day before
Normanby heard a word from Palmerston. You will perhaps
think that there is not enoughin all this to authorise the grave
step Normanby has taken, but the whole tone of his letters
shows such a want of confidence, is so impertinent—talk of
“ we heer this,” and “we are told that,”—bringing a sort of

friends or true allies left, thanks to the pohiey of Lord Palmer-
ston ; as soon as the peace of the country 1s restored the Army
must be employed ; 1t 13 the course of a Military Government ;
as much a&s an absolute Government is destroyed by the
people, and the democracy again, when fallen into anarchy, 1s
followed by Military Government. Lowis Napoleon must
marntain his position by acts : they will find out that Belgium
should belong to France, or Alsace, or Antwerp, or something
or other that England will not be able to allow, and then how
are we prepared for the consequences ? . . .

The more I think of Palmerston’s letters, the less I can un-
derstand them; overy sentence is in direct contradiction to
his acts and words. He ridicules the idea of the Constitution ;
turns to scorn the idea of anything being due to the Members
of the Assembly ; laughs and jokes at the Club being fired into,
though the Englsh people 1n it were within an ace of bemng
m}zrdered by the soldiers ; says that Normanby is pathetic over

1 The tone of Lord Palmerston’s privato letters to Lord Normanby at this time {s best
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ho read tho private letter Normanby wrote to the Duke of
Bedford upon the Kossuth business, wishing to take his advice
a little upon a grave question, but which did not actually
interfero with his position here. This would account for his
extreme irritation. . . .

_ All at present is quiet in Paris. There are Socialist risings
In many parts of the country, but 21l these will do the President
good, and strengthen his hands, for even the people who have
been treated with indignity will pardon him if their chiteaux
arc saved from an infuriated and brutal peasantry. The
President told Normanby last night that the accounts of the
cruelties and attacks in parts of the country were very serious,

but hoe hoped they would soon be put down. . . .
M. NorMaNBY.!

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
OSBORNE, 13th December 1851,

The Quecn sends the enclosed despatch from Lord Normanby
to Lord John Russell, from which it appears that the French
Government pretend to have received the entire approval of the
lato coup d’état by the British Government, as conveyed by
Lord Palmerston to Count Walewski. The Queen cannot be-
lieve in the truth of the assertion, as such an approval given by
Lord Palmerston would have been in complete contradiction to
the line of strict neutrality and passiveness which the Queen
had expressed her desire to see followed with regard to the.late
convulsion at Paris, and which was approved by the Cabinet,
as stated in Lord John Russell’s letter of the 6th inst. Does
Lord John know anything about the alleged approval, which,
if true, would again expose the honesty and dignity of the

Queen’s Government in the eyes of the world ?2

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
QSBORXNE, 13t2 December 1851.

My BrLoveED Uwncrg,—These lines are to express my very
warmest wishes for many, many happy returns of your dear

11 Normanby wrote later :; e
“ { %ggl l;*glr\n;’estg'day the President had no fm(gl g;]l l;xz;le(fgggglﬁxésblggg.sutghﬁa%‘rfﬁgz
ioned with Buenos Ayres, the Greek business, an e receptio %
sclllé’"s%rgy‘g(i his czfnﬁdeng in Palmerston, and I believe hie hates him and sees through
preseut adulations. , . . > that he mush now asume
2 5] 4 Normanby wrote to Lord Palmerston that he m
AL \gglef‘)}scl'si’lso:g;;ogo;o be cox'x'fect,y and observeghthat 1ithetFo:géggﬁteigrgtigbl;:gd%r;e
z i 'ni t and prescribed another course to the Y
étlllggll;t;%:rlgluzg‘y:g%v.s‘tvzeredl;x::irgumstanced. Lord Palmerston (in a letter not shown
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birthday, and for every earthly blessing you can desire. How I
wish you could spend 1t kere, or wo with you! I venture to
send you some trifles which wll recall the Exhubition in which
you took so much interest. The continuation of the work I
send you, I shall forward as it comes out.

As I wrote so lately, and shall do so on Tuesday. I will not
touch on polities—with one exception—that I think it of high
importance that the Orleans should clear themselves of all
suspicion of a plot, which some people, ¥ am sure, wish to make
1t appear they are mvolved in; and that public contradiction
should be given to the foolish report, much credited %ere, that
Joinville has gone to Lille, or to some part of France, to head
the Troops. Ever you devoted Nieco and Child,

Vicroria R.

How you will again miss your departed Angel !

Lord John Russell to Queen Vicioria.
WOBCRN ABBEY, 18th December 1851
Lord J o}m Russell presents his humble duty to your } \Ia] esty.
Heo d from Lord P an
of }us declaration of oprmon to Mr \Valewskl, which Lord John

d Palmerston

Lord Palmerston requested that his letter might be returned
to be copied.

The whole i shall be submitted to your Majesty.

Your Mejesty will find in the box a despatch of Lord Nor-
manby of the 15th, and an answer of Lord Palmerston of the
16th,! which has been sent without your Majesty’s sanction,
or the knowledge of Lord John Russell.

The King of the Belgians to Queen Victoria.
LAEREN, 19th December 1851,
M‘f DEAREST VICTORIA,—Receive my warmest and best
RSt dt i st 34
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kave ciready passed since the best and noblest of hearts beats
r.o longer amongst us. When one sees the haste and ardour
¢t earthly pursuits, and how all this is often disposed of, and
vhen one sces that even the greatest success always ends with
the grave, one is tempted to wonder that the human race should
follow so restlessly bubbles often disappearing just when
reached, and always being a source of never-ending anxiety.
France gives, these sixty years, the proof of the truth of what
I say, always believing itself at the highest point of perfection -
and changing it a few weeks afterwards.

A military Government in France, if it really gets estab-
lished., must become dangerous for Europe. I hope that ab
least at its beginning it will have enough to do in France, and
that we may get time to prepare. England will do well not
to fall asleep, but to keep up its old energy and courage. . . .
Your truly devoted Uncle, Lzororp R.

Queen TVicloria to Lord John Russell.
OSBORNE, 19th December 1851.

The Queen has received several communications from Lord
John Russell, but has not answered them, as she expected daily
to hear of Lord Palmerston’s answer. As Lord John Russell
in his letter of yesterday’s date promises to send her his corre-
spondence with Lord Palmerston, she refrains from expressing

Corided T she has had an opportunity of per-

" it; but will readily conceive what must be

o in go from bad to worse with respect
o ) !

Victoria.
, 19th December 1851.
to your Majesty,
© s o.p mdence

** & letter of
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they agree with him, he will proceed without delay to recom-
mend a successor to your Majesty.

The Earl Granwille eppears to lum the person best calcu-
lated for that post, but the Cabinet may be of opwuon that
Imore experience 1s required,

Queen Victorta to Lord John Russell.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 20h December 1351

The Queen found on her arrival here Lord John Russell's
letter, enclosing his correspondence with Lord Palmerston,
which she has perused with that care and attention which the
importance and gravity of the subject of it demanded. The
Queen has now to expresgto Lord John Russell her readiness
to follow his advice, and her acceptance of the resignation of
Lord Palmerston. She will be prepared to see Lord John after
the Cabinet on Monday, as he proposes.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 20tk December 1851,

With respect to a successor to Lord Palmerston, the Queen
must state, that after the sad experience which she has just had
of the difficulties, annoyances, and dangers to which the
Soverelgn may be exposed by the personal character and
qualities of the Secretary for Foreign Affairs, she must reserve
to herself the unfettered right to approve or disapprove the
choice of a Minster for this Office

Lord Granville, whomn Lord John Russell designates as the
person best caleulated for that post, would meet with her
entire approval. The poss:ble opuuon of the Cabmec that

mars avnamanca mag rennisad dana mad wraial ek

he will be the more ready to lean upon the advice and judg-
ment of the Prime Miruster where he may have diffidence in
his own, and thereby will add strength to the Cabmet by
raintaming unity in thought and action. The Queen hopes
Lord John Russell will not omt to let her have copies of }us
f]orrespondence with Lord Pal as he has

er!

o, O the same day the Prince wrote to the Premier, that, the Queen was mich rehieved.

. . " " . -
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have already passed since the best and noblest of hearts beats
no longer amongst us. When one sees the haste and ardour
of earthly pursuits, and how all this is often disposed of, and
when one sees that even the greatest success always ends with
the grave, one is tempted to wonder that the human race should
follow so restlessly bubbles often disappearing just when
reached, and always being a source of never-ending anxiety.
France gives, these sixty years, the proof of the truth of what
I say, always believing itself at the highest point of perfection
and changing it a few weeks afterwards.

A military Government in France, if it really gets estab-
lished, must become dangerous for Europe. I hope that at
least at its beginning it will have enough to do in France, and
that we may get time to prepare. England will do well not
to fall asleep, but to keep up its old energy and courage. . . .
Your truly devoted Uncle, Leororp R.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
OSBORNE, 19tA Dccember 1851,

The Queen has received several communications from Lqrd
John Russell, but has not answered them, as she expected daily
to hear of Lord Palmerston’s answer. As Lord John Russell
in his letter of yesterday’s date promises to send her his corre-
spondence with Lord Palmerston, she refrains from expressing
a decided opinion until she has had an opportunity of per-
using it ; but Lord John will readily conceive what must be
her feelings in seeing matters go from bad to worse with respect
to Lord Palmerston’s conduct !

Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria.
YWOBURN ABBREY, 19t December 1851,

rd John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
an];%gs the honour t(? submit to your Majesty & cprrespondencsfa
with Viscount Palmerston, which terminates with a letter o
i ’s date. )
th?lls,g'?iy ; ohn Russell has now to advise your Majesty thut’
Lord Palmerston should be informed that your Majesty is reag ¥
to accept the Seals of Office, and to place tl.lem in other ha'n 9.
Lord John Russell has summoned a Cabinet for Monday.
They may be of opinion that they cannot continue a Govern-

ment. .
But that is not Lord John Russell's opinion ; and should
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they agres with him, he will proceed without delay to recom-
mend a successor to your Majesty.

‘The Earl Granville appears to lum the person best calcu-
lated for that post, but the Cabwet may be of opinton that
more experience 18 required.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 20th December 1851

The Queen found on her arrival here Lord John Russell's
letter, enclosmg his correspondence with Lord Palmerston,
whuch she has perused with that care and attention which the
{mportance and gravity of the subject of 1t demanded. The
Queen has now to expresgto Lord John Russell her readiness
to follow his advice, and her acceptance of the resignation of
Lord Palmerston. She will be prepared to see Lord John after
the Cabinet on Monday, as he proposes.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 206A December 1851

‘With respect to & successor to Lord Palmerston, the Queen
must state, that after the sad experienco which she has just had
of the difficulties, annoyances, and dangers to which the
Bovereign may bo exposed by the personal character and
qualities of the Secretary for Foreign Affairs, she must reserve
to herself the unfettered right to approve or disapprove the
choice of & Minister for this Office.

Lord Granville, whom Lord John Russell designates as the
person best calculated for that post, would meet with her
entire approval 'The possible opinion of the Cabinet that

SPEROVAL _TIR PO, B aadidedaarifiae

he wll be the more ready to lean upon the adwice and judg-

ment of the Prime Minister where he may have diffidence mn

his own, and thereby will add strength to the Cabinet by

maintaming unity in thought and action. The Queen hopes

Lord John Russell will not omit to let her have copies of his

cotr‘espondence with Lord Pal 2s he has i
er.

<, 0 the same day the Prince wrote to the Premier that the Queen was much relieved,
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Qucen Victoria to Lord John Russell,

WINDSOR CASTLR, 21s¢ December 1851,

The Queen has received Lord John Russell’s letter of to-day.
She 18 not the least afraid of Lord Granville’s not possessing
sufficient public confidence for him to undertake the Foreign
Affairs. He is very popular with the House of Lords, with
the I'ree Traders, and the Peace party, and all that the Con-
tme.nt knows of him is in his favour ; he had great success ab
Paris last summer, and his never having had an opportunity
of damaging his character by having been mixed up in diplo-
matic intrigues is an immense advantage to him in obtaining
tho confidence of those with whom he is to negotiate.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.

WINDSOR CASTLE, 28rd December 1851,

My pEArEsT UncrLE,—I have the greatest pleasure in an-
nouncing to you a piece of news which I know will give you as
much satisfaction and relief as it does to us, and will do to the
whole of the world. Lord Palmerston is no longer Foreign
Secretary—and Lord Granville is already named his suceessor ! !
He had become of late really quite reckless, and in spite of the
serious admonition and caution he received only on the 29th
of November, and again at the beginning of December, he tells
Walewski that he entirely approves Louis Napoleon’s coup
d’état, when he had written to Lord Normanby by my and the
Cabinet’s desire that he (Lord Normanby) was to continue his
diplomatic intercourse with the French Government, but to
remain perfectly passive and give no opinion. Walewski
wrote Palmerston’s opinion (entirely contrary to what the
Government had ordered) to M. Turgot, and when Normanby
came with his instructions, Turgot told him what Palmerston
had said. Upon this Lord John asked Palmerston to give an
explanation—which, after the delay of a week, he answer.ed
in such an unsatisfactory way that Lord John wrote to him
that he could no longer remain Foreign Secretary, for that
perpetual misunderstanding and breaches of decorum were
taking place which endangered the country. Lord Palmerston
answered instantly that he would give up the Seals the moment
his successor was named ! Certain as we all felt that he could
not have continued long in his place, we were quite taken by
surprise when we learnt of the dénouement. . . . Lord Gran-
ville will, T think, do extremely well, and his extreme honesty
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and trustworthmness will make him tnvaluable to us, and to the
Government and to Europo.

I send some prints, etc., for the children for Chmstmas.
Ever your devoted Niece, Vicroria R.

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 23rd December 1831

Lord John Russell arrived here at six o'clock yesterday
evening immediately from the Cabinet, and reported that the
Cabinet had, without a dissenting voice, condemned Lord
Palmerston’s conduct, and approved of the steps taken by
Lord John Russell, which was & great relef to him. Lord
Lansdowne, to whom he had first written on the subject, had
frightened him by answering that it was not possible to avoid
the rupture with Lord Palmerston, but that he thought the
Government would after this not be able to go on  When,
1 this qt was d d in Cabinet, and Lord John
had stated that he thought the Office could be well filled, they
all agreed in the propriety of going on. The Members of the
Cabinet were so unable to understand Lord Palmerston’s
motives for his conduct during these last months, that Mr.
Fox Maule started an idea which once occurred to Lord John
himself (as he said), viz. that he must have had the design
PR S e 8 - P LN

undo the country ’

Lord John, after having received the concurrence of the
Cabinet on the question of Lord Palmerston’s dismissal, stated
that Lord Granville was the person whom he would like best
to see fill his office, and he knew this to be the feeling of the
Queen also The Cabmet quite agreed in Lord Granville's
fitness, but Sir George Grey stated it as his opinion that it
ought first to be offered to Lord Clarendon, who has always
been pointed out by the public as the proper person to succeed
Lord Palmerston, and that, if he were passed over, the whole
matter would have the appearance of & Cabinet intrigue in
favour of one colleague against another. The whole of the
Cabinet sided with this opinion, and Lord John Russell now
proposed to the Queen that an offer should in the first instance
be made to Lord Clarendon.

The Queen protested agsmst the Cabmee‘s taking upon it-
self the of 1ts own M ‘which rested entirely
with the Prime Minister and the Sovereign, under whose
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approval _the former constructed his Government. . .. Lord
John replied that he thought Lord Clarendon would not accept
the oﬁ'e.r, and therefor_e there would be little danger in satisfying
the desires of the Cabinet. He had written to Lord Clarendon
a ga:utlomng: letter from Woburn, apprising him of some serious
erisis, of which he would soon hear, and speaking of his former
wish to exchange the Lord-Lieutenancy for some other Office.
Lord Clarendon at once perceived the drift of the hint, and
wrote to the Duke of Bedford what ke said he did not wish to
Wr_ite to his brother John, that, if it was that Palmerston was
going, and he were thought of as a successor, nothing would be
so disagreeable to him, as the whole change would be put down
as an Intrigue of his, whom Lord Palmerston had always
accused of wishing to supplant him; that if, however, the
service of the country required it, he had the courage to face all
personal obloquy. . . .

Lord John owned that Sir George Grey’s chief desire was to
see Lord Clarendon removed from Ireland, having been there
so long; the Cabinet would wish to ses the Duke of Newcastle
join the Government as Lord-Lieutenant, which he might be
induced to do. The Queen having mentioned Lord Clarendon
as most fit to succeed Lord Lansdowne one day as President
of the Council and leader in the House of Lords, Lord John
said that Lord Clarendon had particularly begged not to have
the position offered him, for which he did not feel fit. Lord
John would like him as Ambassador at Paris, and thought Lord
Clarendon would like this himself ; but it was difficult to know
what to do with Lord Normanby.

In the course of the conversation, Lord John congratulated
the Queen upon the change having been accomplished without
her personal intervention, which might have exposed her to the
animosity of Lord Palmerston’s admirers, whilst she would
have been precluded from making any public defence. I
reminded Lord John that, as such was the disadvantage of the
regal position, it behoved the Queen doubly to tya_tch, lest she
be put into the same dilemma with a new Minister, whose
conduct she could not approve of. Lord Clarendon’s appoint-
ment would be doubly galling to Lord Palmerston, whom
Lord John might not wish to irritate further, a consideration
which Lord John said he had also pressed upon the Cabinet.
Upon a remark from Lord John as to _Lord Granville's
youth, the Queen replied: *‘ Lord Canning, whom Lord
Stanley had intended to make his Foreign Secretary, was not
older.” . . . . .

Lord John'’s promise to write to

The conference ended by t
Lord Clarendon as the Queen had desired . . . but that he did
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is the happiness and welfare of France.” Count Walewski
said it was of importance to the stability of the President that
he_ should have a large majority ; he would then give a Con-
stitution.

Lord John Russell said each nation must suit itsolf in this
respect ; we have perhaps been in error in thinking our Con-
stitution could be generally adopted ; some nations it may suit,
others may find it unfitted for them. )

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russcll.
TWINDSOR CASTLE, ©3rd December 1851,

The Queen has just received Lord John Russell’s letters, and
is much rejoiced that this important affair has been finally so
satisfactorily settled.

The Queen returns Lord Clarendon’s letter, which she thinks
8 very good one.! The Queen hopes Count Walewski will have
been satisfied, which she thinks he ought to be. The Queen
will receive Lord Palmerston to deliver up the Secals, and
Lord Granville to receive them, on Friday at half-past two.

Lord John Russcll to Queen Victoria.
DOWNING STIREET, 2{tA December 1851,

Lord John Russell submits a private note of Lord Palmer-
ston,? which only shows how unconscious he was of all that

the rest of the world perceived.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russcll.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 25th Decemher 1851

The Queen has received Lord John Russell's lotters, and she

returns the enclosures.

The articles in the Times are very good; the other papors
seemm quite puzzled, and unable to comprechend what has
caused Lord Palmerston’s removal from oftice.  Lord Pabmicr-
ston’s letter is very characteristic ; he certainly has the best
of the argument, and great care ought to be taken in bestowing

1 Lord Clarendon, in answer to Lord John Ruscell, t‘x]vrvf;‘r\d preat relaetance taond 5
take the churme of the Foreign Office, on the ground that Palmerston, nlwnys rlr;vi:ln’.f
of him, wonld insist that he bad deliberately undermined bls poritien s while Lord Grats
ville would be popular with the Court and countrr. . . S

2 In this letter, Lord Palmerston denied the * charze of violations oy !'..‘;' an
decorum,” adding, ** I have to observe that that charee i+ n futed by the ¢flre -.(L‘f".'.f 3
madr of tho Lord-Lientenancy of Ireland, tevause I apprebiend that to h'v an el »! ?
the due performance of the duties of whick prudence and docorurn eannot wellbedly e s

with,
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Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 27¢h December 1851

Yesterday the Council was held, at which the chango of
Ceals was to take place. We waited for one hour and a half,
but Lord Palmerston did not appear ; his Seals had been sent
from the Foreign Qffice to Lord Joln Russell t

Lord John zold us he had written to Lord Palmerston,

hm th of Lord Granville, and edded
that in his long pohucul Lfe he had not passed a weck which
had been so painful to him. Lord Palmerston’s answer was
couched in these terms: * Of course you will believe that I
feel that just indi; ion at the whole pr ding which 1t must
produce

Lord Lansdowne seemed anxious particularly on account
of the clear symptoms appearing from the papers that
both Radicals and Protectiomsts are bidding for Lord
Palmerston.,

Lord Granville was very much overcome when he had his
audience to thank for his eppointment, but seemed full of
courage and good-will. He said it would be as easy to him
to avoid Lord Palmerston’s faults as difficult to imitate hig
good qualities, promised to endeavour to establish a more

3 A - A Radhite 2

ment Just returned from the Continent had told him that an
Englishman could hardly show himself without becoming
aware of the hatred they were held in; the only chance one
had to avoid being insulted was to say Citis Romanus non
sum,

Iord Granville had been Under-Secretary for Foreign
Affairs under Lord Palmerston for three years from 1837-40,
but, as he expressed himself, rather the sandwich between his
principal and the clerks. Lord Palmerston had in these three
Years hardly once spoken to him upon any of the Eubjects he
had to treat, ALBERT.
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is the happiness and welfare of France.” Count Walewski
said it was of importance to the stability of the President that
he should have a large majority ; he would then give.a Con-
stitution.

Lord John Russell said each nation must suit itself in this
respect ; we have perhaps been in error in thinking our Con-
stitution could be generally adopted ; some nations it may suit,
others may find it unfitted for them.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 23rd December 1851,

The Queen has just received Lord John Russell’s letters, and
is much rejoiced that this important affair has been finally so
satisfactorily settled.

The Queen returns Lord Clarendon’s letter, which she thinks
a very good one! The Queen hopes Count Walewski will have
been satisfied, which she thinks he ought to be. The Quecn
will receive Lord Palmerston to deliver up the Seals, and
Lord Granville to receive them, on Friday at half-past two.

Lord John Russell to Queen Vicioria.
DOWNING STREET, 24tk December 1851,

Lord John Russell submits a private note of Lord Palmer-
ston,? which only shows how unconscious he was of all that

the rest of the world perceived.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russcll.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 25th December 1S5L.

The Queen has received Lord John Russell’s letters, and she

returns the enclosures. )
The articles in the Times are very good ; the other papers

i t has
seem quite puzzled, and unable to comprehend wha
causequord le?a-lmeréton’s removal from office. ~Lord Palmer-
ston’s letter is very characteristic ; he certainly has the best
of the argument, and great care ought to be taken in bestowing

i to L.ord John Russell, expressed great relnctance tg u_n'dcr:
talieLtggchh]airgeen gfo I;ixtzn;:rse?ae; Office, on the ground‘.tlmt Palmo_rs_ton, alwnys su;.pgmx;:
of him, would insist that he had deliberately undermined kis position ; while Lord Gra

i 3 -ith the Court and conntry. L
ngelgotlgig ll):tpte?,m]i%l;é‘ ;?almerston deni%dmt]hg ‘; charge offv;&lialt);?&swoé [ﬁ?&?{;gﬂ ;gg
decorum,” adding, “ I have to observe that that charge is r;: 1 Dy the ofler which 708

“Lieutenancy of Ireland, because I apprehiend that to be
Eidfugfptg;?f{g.ﬁf‘el 5‘:’ tfleadutyies of which i)rudence and docorum cannot well be dispensed
with,”
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Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 27¢h December 1851,

Yesterday the Council was held, at which the change of
Leals was to take place. We waited for one hour and a helf,
but Lord Palmerston did not appear , his Seals had been sent
from the Foreign Office to Lord John Russell !

Lord John told us he had wntten to Lord Palmerston,

ing hum the appoi of Lord Granville, and added
that in his long political Lfe he had not passed a week which
had been so painful to him Lord Palmerston’s answer was
couched in these terms: ‘° Of course you will believe that I
feel that just ind ion at the whole pr ding which 1t must
produce,”

Lord Lansdowne seemed anxious particularly on account
of the clear symptoms appearing from the papers that
both Radricals and Protectiomsts are bidding for Lord
Palmerston,

Lord Granville was very much overcome when he had his
audience to thank for his appointment, but seemed full of
courage and good-will. He sard it would be as easy to him
to avoid Lord Palmerston’s faults as duficult to imitate his
good qualities, F ised to end to lish a more
decent usage between the Governments in their mutual com-
munications, by setting the good example himself, and insisting
upon the same on the part of the others ; promised not to have
anything to do with the newspapers; to give evening parties,
Just &s Lord Palmerston had done, to which a good deal of hiz
influence was to be attributed. He said a Member of Parlia-
ment just returned from the Continent had told him that aa

Englishman could herdly show himself without becoming
aware of the hatred they were held in; the only chance coe
had to avord being insulted was to say Civie Romenus nor
sum.

Lord Granville hed been Under-Secretary for Fore
Affairs under Lord Palmerston for three years from 1537
but, &s he expressed himself, rather the sandwich berwzer
principal and the clerks Lord Palmerston had in these
years hardly once spoken to him upon any of the st
had to treat. A
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Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 27th December 1851,

The Queen forgot to remind Lord John Russell yes
of L > s yeaterglay
¢ g 11(1; (:}lo;';'eﬁgggfience with Lord Palmerston, which he promised

The Queen concludes from what Lord J ohn sai 7
that he intended sounding the Duke of Newcast:led1':fgleafé)iiﬁ;i 83)
the Lord-Lieutenancy of Ireland.

Has Lord John ascertained the cause of Lord Palmerston’s
ab§ence? yesterday ? If it was not accidental, she must say she
thinks it most disrespectful conduct towards his Sovereign.

Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria.
PEMBROKE LODGE, 27th December 1851,

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
and submits a letter of Lord Palmerston, which explains his
not going to Windsor. It appears to have arisen from a
mistake in the message sent through Lord Stanley, and not
from any want of respect to your Majesty.

Viscount Palmerston to Lord John Russell.
CARLTON GARDENS, 27th December 1851,

My pEAR Jon Russerr,—I am distressed beyond measure
by the note from you which I have this moment received on
my arrival here from Hampshire. I understood from Stanley
that you had desired him to tell me that if it was inconvenient
for me to come up yesterday, I might send the Seals to you
at Windsor, and that my presence would be dispensed with.!
Thereupon I sent the Seals up by an early train yesterday
morning to Stanley, that he might send them down to you as
suggested by you, and I desired that they might be taken by a
messenger by the special train. ) )

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will have the
goodness to explain this matter to the_Queen, and I beg you
to assure Her Majesty how deeply grieved I am that what
appears to have been a mistake on my part should have led me

1 i & given of Lord Palmerston’s version of the whole aflair ina
T eother, printed in hl‘:zy’s Life of Lord Palmerston, vol. i. p. 315,

letter to his brother, printed in As
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Queen Tictoria to Lord John Russell.
WINDSOR CASTLE, SX:A Decemmder 1851

John Russell and his Cabinet.
The Queen was fully aware that tho storm raging at the
tume on the Cantinent dered 1t ible for any
to foresee with clearness and precision what dovelopment and
direction its elements would take, and she consequently quito
agreed that the line of policy to be followed, as the most con-
ducive to thointerests of England, could then only be generally
conceived and vaguely expressed.
But although the Queen is still convincod that the general
pfmcxples faxd down by Lord Johm at that time for tho conduct
(- eragheié FR S -

ness of the principles themselves had led her to expect. For
when the ¥ y T s on the Conti Lind laxd
prostrate almost all its Governments, and England nlono dis-
played that order, vigour, and prosperity which it owes to o
stable, free, and good Government, the Queen, instoad of
earning the natural good results of such a gloricus poition,
viz, consideration, goodwill, confidenco, and mfluence abroad,
obtained the very reverse, and had the grief toace hor Governs
ment and herself treated on many occasions with negleet,
aversion, distrust, and even contumely.

Frequently, when our Foreign Policy was called in question,
i% has been said by Lord John and lus collesgues that the
principles on which it was conducted wero the rght ones, and
having been approved of by them, received their support, and
that it was only the personal manner of Lord Palmerston in con-
ducting the affairs which could be blamed mn trecing tho couses
which led to the disastrous results the Queen complains of.

The Queen is certainly not disposed to defend the personal
manner in which Lord Pelmerston has condusted Foreign
Affaurs, but she cannot admit that the errors he committed were
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merely f au_lts n ]‘:orm and method, that they were no more than
acts of “inconsideration, indiscretion, or bad taste.”” The
Queen con§id§rs that she has also to complain of what appeared
to her deviations from the prineiples laid down by the Cabinet
for his conduct, nay, she sees distinctly in their practical appli-
cation a personal and arbitrary perversion of the very nature and
essence of those principles. She has only to refer here to Italy,
Spain, Greece, Holstein, France, etc., etc., which afford ample
illustrations of this charge.

It was one thing for Lord Palmerston to have attempted
such substantial deviations ; it will be another for the Cabinet
to consider whether they had not the power to check him in
these attempts.

The Queen, however, considering times to have now changed,
thinks that there is no reason why we should any longer confine
ourselves to the mere assertion of abstract principles, such as
“ non-intervention in the internal affairs of other countries,”
“ moral support to liberal institutions,” * protection to British
subjects,” ete., etc. The moving powers which were put in
operation by the French Revolution of 1848, and the events
consequent on it, are no longer so obscure ; they have assumed
distinct and tangible forms in almost all the countries affected
by them (in France, in Ttaly, Germany, ete.), and upon the
state of things now existing, and the experience gaincd, the
Queen would hope that our Foreign Policy may be more spcci-
fically defined, and that it may be considered how the gen‘eral
principles are to be practically adapted to our peculiar relations
with each Continental State.

The Queen wishes therefore that a regular programmo
embracing these different relations should be submitted
to her, and would suggest whether it would not be the
best mode if Lord John were to ask Lord Granville to
prepare such a paper and to lay it before her after having

vised it. )
* Th?s would then serve as a safe guide for Lord Granville,
and enable the Queen as well as the Cabinet to see that the
Policy, as in future to be conducted, will be in conformity with

the principles laid down and approved.

Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria.
PEMBROKE LODGE, 20th December 1851

your Majesty ;

is humble duty to
Lord John Russell presents hish tion of yesterdas,

he has received your Majesty’s communication of
and will transmit it to Lord Granville.
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1t is to be observed, however, that the traditionary policy of
this country is not to bind the Crown and country by engage-
ments, unless upon special cause shown, ansing out of the
circumstances of the day.

For instance, the Treaty of Quadruple Allance between
England, France, Spamn, and Portugal was contrary to the
general principle of non-intervention ; so was the interferenco
in Portugal 1n 1817, but were both justified by circumstances.

Thus 1t 13 very difficult to lay down any principles from
which deviations may not frequently be made.

that they are not infringed against hert

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 30tk December 1851

My pEarEsT Uncre,—Most warmly do I thank you for your
lund and affectionate and interesting letter of the 26th, which
Ireceived on Sunday. All that you say about Lord Palmerston
is but too true. . . . He brouilléd us and the country with every
one ; and lus very first act preciprtated the unfortunate Spanish

. v . Cr o w

our great amusement and I em sure to kis infinite annoyance,
call him, must rest upon his laurels. . . , I fear much lest they
should be imprudent at Claremont ; the poor Queen hinted to
Mamma that she hoped you would not become a friend to the
President ; no doubt you can have no sympathies for him, but
gust because you are related to the poor Orleanses, you feel that
M A . PRt ERR ML Ay

only safe policy is to remain entirely passive et de se faire oublier,
which was Nemours’ expression to me two years ago ; nothing
could be wiser or more prudent than he was then—but I don’t

1 A summary of Lord Granville’s Memorandum In reply (which was conched in very
general terms) will be found fn Lord Fitzmaurice’s Lije of Zari Grantille, vol H.p 49.
o

VOL. I 12
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think they were wise since,  La Candidature of Joinville was in
every way unwire, and led Louis Napoleon to take so desperate
#t course.  Nemours told me also last year that they were not
nt oll agninet o fusion, ut that they ‘could not disposer de la
Praner, unless exlled upon to do so by the nation. I wish you
would enution them to be very circumspect and silent—ior all
the mistakes made by others is in their favour ; in fact, no good
for them could come till Paris is old cnough to be his own
master—unle:s indeed they oll returned under Henri V., but a
Regeney for Paris would be an impossibility. . . .

Wespent o very happy Christmas, and now wish you a very
happy New Year—for many succeeding years. Also to the
children, who T hope were pleased with the prints, ete.

We hnve pot young Prinee Nicholas of Nassau here, a pretty.
clever boy of nineteen, with a good deal of knowledge, and a
great wish to learn and hear, which is a rare thing for the young
Princes, of our day in particular. I must stop now, as I fear
I have already let my pen run on for too long, and must beg
to be excused for this voluminous letter.

With Albert's love ever your devoted Niece,
Vicroria R.

Quecen Victorin to Lord John Russcll.

WINDSOR CASTLE, 30tA December 1851,

The Queen has received Lord John Russell’s letters of
vesterday.  She quite agrees with him and his colleagues in
thinking it of importance to strengthen the Government, and
ghe is pleased with his proposal to communicate with the Duke
of Neweastle asto what assistance he and his friends can give
to the Government. o

The Queen expects better results from such a negotiation,
with an ostensible head of a Party, than from attempts to
detach single individuals from it, which from a sense of honour

they always felt scruples in agreeing to.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.

WINDSOR CASTLE, 31st December 1851,

The Queen sces in the papers that there is to be a T¢ Deum
at Paris on the 2nd for the success of the coup d’état, and that
the Corps Diplomatique is to be present. She hopes that L_.ord
Normanby will be told not to attend. Besides the impropriety
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pressed hus personal approval of the coup d'élat before, but since,
the Queen’s Ambassador had been ordered publicly to thank
Geod for its success.



INTRODUCTORY NOTE
TO CHAPTER XXI

Earwy jn 1852, the Whig Government, impaired in public credit
by the removal of Lord Pahinerston, attempted once more u coalition
with the l’(-.c-hh‘-c. oflice being offered to Sir James Graham; the
overtire; failed, and enon sfter the meeting of Parliament, the ex-
Foreign Seeretary, whoeo version of tho eauso of his dismissal failed
to ratify the House of Commons, suceeeded in defeating the Govern-
ent on their Militin Bill, affairs in France having caused anxiety as
to the pationnl defences. The Government Bill was for the creation
of a lncal Militia, Lord Palmerston preferring the consolidation of the
reqatlar Militin, A Ministry wos formed by Lord Derby (formerly
Lored Stanley) from the Protectionist Party, but no definite statement
coul] L clicited as to their intention, or the reverse, to re-impose o
duty on foreign corn. Mr Disraeli, who became Chancellor of the
Exchrguer, and was the mainspring of the Government policy,
showed great dexterity in his management of the House of Commons
without a majority, and carried a Militin Bill in the teeth of Lord
Johin Russell; but s plin of partial redistribution failed. The
rlections held in the summer did not materially improve the Ministerial
position, and, on the mecting of Parlinment in the autumn, the
Fiseal Question had to be squarely faced. After much wrangling,
Protection was finally abandoned, and the Government saved for
the moment, but on their House-tax proposals they were defeated,
nfter an impassioned debato, by o coalition of Whigs, Peelites, and
Rudicalz, from whom Lord Lansdowne and Lord Aberdeen (and
finally the Intter alone) were ealled upon to construct a strong repre-
gentative Government. The Duke of Wellington had died in
September. and his funeral was the signal for an outburst of national
fealing. During thoe year the Houses of Parliament designed by Sir
Charles Barry, though not nbsolutely completed, were formally
opened by the Queen; the new Houso of Lords had already been

n uso.

x In France, the first result of the coup d’état was Louis Bonaparte_’s
clection as President for ten years by an immense majority ; late in
the vear he assumed the Imperial title as Napoleon III., and the
Empire was formally recognised by the majority of the Powers ;
the Emperor designed to add to his prestige by contracting a matri-
monial alliance with Princess Adelaide of Hohenlohe. In the Easb
of Europo a dispute had commenced between France and Russia
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without a mnjority, and earried a Militio Bill in the teeth of Lord
John Russell; but a plan of partial redistribution failed. The
elections held in the summer did not materially improve the Ministerial
prsition, amd, on the meeting of Parliament in the autumn, the
Fizeal Question had to be squarely faced. After much wrangling,
Protection was finnlly nbandoned, and the Government saved for
the moment, but on their House-tax proposals they were defeated,
after an impassioned debate, by a conlition of Whigs, Peelites, and
Radicals, from whom Lord Lansdowno and Lord Aberdeen (and
finnlly the Intter nlone) were called upon to construct a strong repre-
erntative Government. Tho Duke of Wellington had died in
Scptember, and his funcral was the signal for an outburst of national
feeling.  During the year the Houses of Parlinment designed by Sir
Charles Barry, though not absolutely completed, were formally
opened by tho Queen; tho new Houso of Lords had already been
in use.

In France, the first result of the coup d'état was Louis Bonaparte’s
clection as President for ten years by an immense majority ; late in
tho vear he assumed the Imperial title as Napoleon IIL, and the
Empire was formally recognised by the majority of the Povwers ;
the Emperor designed to add to his prestige by contracting a matri-
monia) allinnce with Princess Adelaide of Hohenlohe. In the East
of Europo a dispute had commenced between France and Russia
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notified to me that such an arrangement has been arrived at,
I shall then beready, mn accordance with what was statedinthe
T ocaeitoeanooodle P
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made.

T avail myself with great pleasuro of this opportumty to
renew to your Majesty the expression of the invanable attach-
ment and high esteem with which I am, Sir, my Brother, your
Majesty’s good Sister, Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
WISDSOR CaSTLE, 13th January 1852

The Queen has received Lord John Russell’s letter last night,
and wishes now shortly to repeat what she desired through the
Pnince, Sir Charles Wood to explam to Lord John!

The Queen hopes that the Cabinet wall fully consider what
their object is before the proposed negotiation with Sir James
Graham be opened.

s 1t to strengthen thewr case in Parliament by proving that
no means have been left untried to strengthen the Govern-
ment ? or really to effect a junction with the Peelites ?

If the first 1s axmed at, the Cabinet will hardly reap any of the
desired advantages from the negotiation, for, shrewd as Sw
James Graham 19, he will immediately see that the negotiation
has been begun without a desire that it should succeed, and
this will soon become generally known.

If the latter, the Queen must observe that there are two
kinds of junctions—one, a fusion of Parties; the other, the
absorption of one Party by the other. For a fusion, the Queen
thinks the Peehites to be quite ready ; then, however, they
must be treated as a political Party, and no exclusion should be
pronounced aganst particular members of 1t, nor should 1t be
msisted upon that the new Government and Party is still
emphatically the Whig party.

An absorption of the most liberal talents amongst the Peelites
mto the Whig Government, the Queen considers unlikely to
succeed, and she can fully understand that reasons of honour
and public and private engagement must meke 1t difficult to
members of & political Party to go over to ancther in order to
receive office.

1 Lord John Russell having vamly attempted to secure the co-operation of the Duke of
Newcastle, announced the wid of the CLbtRet o 13Aks overiares o SiF T, Crabam,
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Having stated thus much, the Queen gives Lord John full
permission to negotiate with Sir James Graham,

Queen Tictoria to the King of the Belgians.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 20th January 1852,

My DEAREST _UNCLE,——Your kind letter of the 16th I received
on the 17th, with the newspaper, for which I return my best
thanks. The papers which Stockmar communicated to us are
most interesting, and do the writer the greatest credit. VVateh-
ful we certainly shall and must be. We shall try and keep on
the best of terms with the President, who is extremely sensitive
and susceptible, but for whom, I must say, I have never had
any personal hostility ; on the contrary, I thought that during
1849 and 1850 we owed him all a good deal, as he certainly raised
the French Government de la boue. But I grieve over the
tyranny and oppression practised since the coup d’état, and it
makes everything very uncertain, for though I believe it in
every way his wish and his policy not to go to war, still, i peut
y ftre entrainé.

Your position is a peculiarly delicate one, but stil}, as I again
repeat, 1 think there is no reason to be alarmed ; particularly,
I would never show it.

The poor Nemours were here from Saturday till yesterday
evening with their dear nice boys, and I think it always does
them good. They feel again as if they were in their own
position, and they are diverted from the melancholy reality
and the great sameness of their existence at Claremont. I
found him very quiet and really not bitter, and disposed to be
very prudent,—but seriously alarmed at the possibility of
losing their property, which would be oo dreadful and mon-
strous. I fear that the candidature and poor Héléne’s im-
prudence in talking are the cause of this cruel persecution.
The poor Orleans have really (ang{ you should write thex_n
that) no fruer and more faithful friends than we are—-aqd it
is for this reason that I urge and entreat them to be entirely
for their day will come, I feel convinced !

Ever your

dearest, kindest Uncle.

passive ;
Vicroria R.

Now good-bye, my
truly devoted Niece,

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 27th January 1852.

The Queen has received Lord John Russell’s letter of
vesterday with the draft of Bills, and likewise that of to-day
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Tosing & M dum on the probable effects of the pro-
posed Measuret She has pemsed these papers with great
attention, but feels that any opinion upon the future results
of the Measure must rest on surmises ; she has that confidence,
however, in Lord John’s experience and judgment in these
matters, and so strong a conviction that he will have spared
no pains in forming as correct an opimon as may be formed
on so problematical & matter, that sho is prepared to come to
the deasion of approving the Measure on the strength of
Lord John’s opinion. She only hopes that the future may
bear it out, and that the character of the House of Commons
may not be impaired. Should this prove the case, the ex-
tension of the privilege of voting for Members will strengthen
our Instituttons. The Queen 1s glad that the clause abohshing
the necessity for every Member of the Government to vacate
his seat upon his appomtment ? should have been mamtained
She hopes that the schedules showing which towns are to be
edded to existing boroughs will be drawn up with the greatest
care and impartiality., and will soon be submitted to her.
The Queen would be glad »f the plan once proposed of giving
to the Queen’s University in Ireland the vacant seat for
Sudbury were still carried out, as she feels sure that not only
would it be a great thing for the University and the Colleges,
but a most useful and influential Irish Member would be
gained for the House.

The Queen takes it for granted that the Bill as approved
by her will be stood by in Parliament, and that Lord John will
not allow himself to be drawn on to further concessions to
Deraocracy in the course of the debate, and that the intro-
duetion of the bellot will be wvigorously opposed by the
Government.

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
WINDSOR CASTLE, st February 1853,

The Queen has received the draft of the Speech. The
passage referring to the proposed Reform Measure varies so
materially from the one which was first submitted to her that
she feels that she ought not to sanction it without having
recetved some explanation of the grounds which have led the
Cabinet to recommend it in ity altercd shape. The Queen
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Having stated thus much, the Queen gives I,
. ? \f o) d
permission to negotiate with Sir James (g}raham,r John full

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 20fh January 1852,

My prArEsT UNCLE,—Your kind letter of the 16th T received
on the 17th, with the newspaper, for which I return my best
thanks. The papers which Stockmar communicated to us are
most interesting, and do the writer the greatest credit. Wateh-
ful we certainly shall and must be. We shall try and keep on
the best of terms with the President, who is extremely sensitive
and susceptible, but for whom, I must say, I have never had
any personal hostility ; on the contrary, I thought that during
1849 and 1850 we owed him all a good deal, as he certainly raised
the French Government de¢ lo boue. But I grieve over the
tyranny and oppression practised since the coup d’éfat, and if.
makes everything very uncertain. for though I belicve it i
every way his wish and his policy not to go to war, still, 7 p:-
y Eire entrainé.

Your position is a peculiarly delicate one, but still, as T a¢
repeat, 1 think there is no reason to be alarmed ; particuli-

T would never show it. ,

The poor Nemours were here from Saturday till yest-
evening with their dear nice boys, and I think it alvay.
them good. They feel again as if they were in thr:!
position, and they are diverted from the melanchol; *
and the great sameness of their existence at Clare: £«
found him very quiet and really not bitter, and disp
very prudent,—but seriously alarmed at the po:.s
losing their property, which would be too dreadivi::
strous. I fear that the candidature and poor I-
prudence in talking are the cause of this cru-:-?; «
The poor Orleans have really (and you shou’i'
that) no truer and more faithful friends than .
is for this reason that I urge and entreat the <
passive ; for their day will come, I feel conv

Now good-bye, my dearest, kindest Ui
truly devoted Niece, &

Queen Vicloria to Lord Jo: .
wIxp

The Queen has received _Lord )
yesterday with the draft of Bills, &
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Disraeli made a long speech for the sake of making a speech,
Mr Roebuck was bitter without much effect,

Generally speaking, the appearance of the House was favonr-
able. Sir James Graham says the next fortnight wmill clear
up matters very much.

The tone of the House was decidedly pacific,

Queen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
WINDSOR CaSTLE, 4th Pebruary 1852

We have learned with much satisfaction that everythung went
off so well in the House of Commans last night Lord John
Russell’s apeech is a most useful one, and he has given a most
luad @ ion of the consti 1 position of the Prime
Minpister and Foreign Becretary opposite to the Crown. Lord
Palmerston’s speech is a very weak one, and he in no way
mmakes out & ease for himself. This seems to [be) the general
im¥§ession.

plete N

this will be the right moment for bestowing on Mr Barry the
knighthood, as a mark of the Queen’s approbation of s great
work.

The Marquis of Normanby to Calonel Phipps3
¢ GEORGE'R TIOTEL, Sth February 1852

My prak Craries.—Yesterday morning I got & note from
John Russell, saying that ail had gone off so well the night
before, and Palmerston had been so flat that he thought it
better I should not revive the subject in the other House, as
he bhad said nothing about me which in the least required that
1should daso. I yielded, of course, to such an appeal, though
there are several points in his speech on which 1 could have
exposed inaccuracies. The fact 13, Jobn has never shown any
consideration for me in the whole of these affairs; but I do
not mean in any wey to complain, and am very grateful to

1 See ante, p, 141
2 Bubmitted to the Queen by Colonel Phipps.
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him for the very sug:cessful way in which he executed his tasl
on Tuesday. Nothing can be more universal than the feeline
of the utter discomfiture of Palmerston! I am convincea
that what floored him at starting was that letter of the
Queen’s,? because every one felt that such a letter would never
have been written unless every point in it could have been
proved like a bill of indictment; and then came the question,
how could any man, even feeling he deserved it, go on under
such a marked want of confidence 22 . . .

Aberdeen, whom I saw at Granville’s last night, told me
that Cardwell had said to him, that often as he had felt in-
dignant at the arrogance of “that man,” he really pitied him, so
complete was his overthrow. Disraeli said that he had watched
him during Johnny’s speech, and doubted whether the hanging
of the head, etc., was merely acting; but before he had
spoken two sentences he saw he was & beaten fox. Many said
that the extreme flippancy and insolence of his manner was
more remarkable than ever, from their being evidently as-
sumed with difficulty. I have always thought Palmerston
very much overrated as a speaker; his great power arose
from his not only knowing his subject better than any one
else, but being the only man who knew anything about it,
and using that exclusive knowledge unscrupulously for the
purposes of misrepresentation.

Thiers was at Lady Granville’s last night, and was enchanted
with the spectacle of the Opening. He said that he had been
endeavouring for thirty years to support the cause of Con-
stitutional Monarchy, as the best Government in the world,
and there he saw it in perfection, not only in its intrinsic
attributes, but in the universal respect and adhesion with
which it was received. He said, though he did not under-
stand a word of English, he could have cried at the Queen's
voice in reading the Speech. He is very “impressionable,”
and I am convinced at the time he was quite sincere in his
appreciation. . .

I am vexed at not having been able to say anything pubhc]y
about all this, as I believe I could have dispelled many mis-

a orandom made about this time by Prince Albert that when
LolrdI g’i?xgi?smtoix;gu;etigggut became known, the Radieal constituency of Marglehone
wished to present him with an Address of sympathy, and to invite him to stand at l){r
next Election, promising him to briny him fn. Sie Benjamin Tall (one of the Mcml}r::)
told them that they had better wait till the explanation fn Parliament had taken pl e
for at present they knew nothing about the merits of the case, This the Comfnlttnv w© :‘{;r
had been organised consented to do. After the Debate of the {th of Februars, o
Benjamin cafled upon the Chairman of the Committee to :mk“hlm whethier they v‘lu !x? 4
still carry out their intention. * No,” said the Chairman{ * we have cnn‘emmw L
matter : ‘& man who does not answer the Queen’s Ietters can receive no Addres fram u,

2 See ante, p. 264. . e
3CrL Grer’:')llje's account in his Journal, 5th Febroary 1852, Sve also p. 375,
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representations ; but it cannot behelped. Thave endeavoured
throughout not to be selfish, and [ may as well keep up that
feeling to tho last. Ewver, ete. NORMANBY

I told John Russell lzst night I rezretted that he had
vouched for the intentions of Louis Nopoleon He sad he
had not done that, but owned that he had ssid mors than he
ought. “The fact is, L dxd not know what to say next. I
stopped s one sometiraes does, so [ said that; I had better
have sad something efso { ”  Candid and charactersstic !

Queen Victoria to Earl Granville

WINDSOR CASTLE, 10¢ February 1852,
The Queen veturns the enclosed popers She will not
abject to the proposed stept should Lord Granville and Lord
John Russell have reason to expect that the Pope will recewve
&ir H, Bulwer ; should he refuse, it will bs donbly swkward,
The Queen finds it difficult to give a decided opinien on the
subject, as, first, she does not know how far the reception of
Sir Henry at Rome will overcome the objections rased to us
reception as Resident at Florence. Secondly, as she has never
been able to understand what is to be chtained by & mission

to Rome, & step hable to much misrepresentation here. . . -

Lord John Russell to the Prince Albert.
GRESIAM PLACE, 16/4 February 1852,

Smm,—I have seen the Duke of Wellington this morning,
and have given hum the Depét plan.

It may be unseful if your Royal Highness will see him from
time to tume in refation to the Armay.  On the one hand, your
Royal Highnesy's authority may overcome the indisposition
to change which he naturally entertains; end on the other,
e " R »6 to your Royal High~
3honour to be, Sir, your

Jorx RUSSELL.

Sir Francis Baring to Queen Victoria.
ADMIRALYY, 15th February 1852,
Sir Francis Baring presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
ond begs to state to your Dajesty that despatches have this

w‘"’:‘?ﬁmn mv:rmg?edmﬁ 1o eceive Su L Bulwer, aad It was then proposed
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evening arrived from Commander Bruce in command of the
African Squadron. Commander Bruce gives an account of
an attack on Lagos! which was completely successful. The
town of Lagos was captured and in great part burnt. The
resistance appears to have been obstinate and directed with
much skill. ~ Your Majesty’s naval Service behaved with their
accustomed gallantry and coolness, but the loss amounted to
fourteen killed and sixty-four wounded. Sir Francis Baring
will forward to your Majesty copies of the despatches to-
morrow, with his humble duty. F. Barine.

Queen Victoria to Sir Francis Baring.
BUCEINGHAM PALACE, 16th February 1852.

The Queen has received both Sir Francis Baring’s letters
of the 15th. The news of the capture and destruction of the
town of Lagos has given us the greatest satisfaction, as it will
give a most serious blow to the iniquitous traffic in slaves.
The Rev. Mr Crowther, whom the Queen saw about two months
ago (and whom she believes Sir Francis Baring has also seen),
told us that the slave trade on that part of the African coast
would be at an end if Lagos, the stronghold of its greatest
supporters, was destroyed. The Queen must express to Sir
Francis Baring her sense of the services rendered by Commo-
dore Bruce and the Officers under him,

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 17th February 1852.

My pEAREST UNCLE,—Your dear letter of the 13th reached
me on Saturday here, where we are since Friday :%ft;ernoon.
I am glad that you are satisfied with Lord Granville’s answer.
The question shall certainly be borne in mind, and you may
rely on our doing whatever can be, effected to bring about
the desired end. I think Louis Napoleon will find his decrees
very difficult to carry out. I am very glad to hear that you
quietly are preparing to strengthen yourself against the possi-
bility of any attack from France. This will, I think, put
Louis Napoleon on his good behaviour. . . . i

The extension of the Suffrage® was almost upavpldable,
and it was better to do it quietly, and not to wait till bhort;
was a cry for it—to which one would have to yield. The dea.

1 Notorious as a centre of the Slave Trade. The native king was deposed.

2 See ante, pp. 294, 324,
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o7 o i e Govcrnment oot

/ 1 censure, and an entirely unprecedented case not to
'n‘llow a Minister of the Crown even to lay his measure on the
Table of the Houso ; that he had expected to the last that the
respectable part of tho House would see all this, but there
scemed to have been a pre-arranged determination between
Lord Palmerston and the Protectionists to defeat the Govern-
ment ; that the Peclites also had agreed to vote against them.
Sir James Graham and Mr Cardywell had stayed away, but Mr
Gladstono and Mr 8. Herbert had voted against them, the latter
cven misrepresenting what Lord John had said. No Govern-
ment could stand against incessant motions of censure upon
cvery imaginable department of the Executive Government.
The Prime Minister would either have to take the management
of all the departments into his own hands, and to be prepared to
defend every item, for which he (Lord John) did not feel the
moral and physieal power, or he must succumb on those di-
ferent points which the Opposition with divided labour could
single out. Lord Pelmerston’s conduct was the more repre-
hensiblo as he had asked him the day before about his objections
to the Bill, and had (he thought) satisfied him that the four
points upon which he had insisted were provided for in the
Bill.
He thought he could not (in answer to the Queen’s enquiry)
dissolve Parliament, and that Lord Palmerston had no Party.
But he supposed Lord Derby was prepared to form a Protection
Government. This Government would pass the estimates and
the Mutiny Bill, and would then have to proceed to a Dissolu-
tion. Lord John had merely seen Lord Lansdowne, who had
approved of the course he meant to pursue, though afraid of
the imputation that the Government had run away from the
Cafiro debate. He had summoned the Cabinet, and would
report their resolution. Speaking of Lord Palmerston, Lord
John said he had heard that Lord Palmerston had said t_hat
there was one thing between them which he could not forgive,
and that was his reading the Queen’s Minute to the House of

Commons. .

At a quarter past four Lord John came back from the Cabinet,
and formally tendered the resignations of himself and
collengues. The Cabinet had been unammous that there was
no other course to pursue, and that it would .not be_adwsg,ble
to make use of the Queen’s permission to advise a Dissolution.
Lord Granville had ascertained through Dr Quin from Lord
Lyndhurst that Lord Derby was prepared fvzbh an Administra-
tion, having obtained Mr Thomas Baring’s consent to act as

Leader of the House of Commons.
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Sir Stratford Canning at Constantinople wes supposed to be
intended for the Foreign Office. Lord Lyndhurst said, though
the materials were there, they were very bad ones, and 1t was
a question whether they would stand long. He himself would
keep out of place.

We advised Lord John to keep his Party well under discipline
in Opposition, so that whilst there 1t did not commut errors
which would become new difficulties for the future Govern-
ment. He seemed disinchined for great exertions after the
fatigues he had undergone these last years He said he

it a httle, reverting to his origmnal plan of taking away one
Member of the two returned by small boroughs, and giving
their seats to sorne large towns, counties, and corporations like
the Universities, etc

Lord John defers taking his formal leave till & new Admins.
tration 1s formed, ALBERT.

Queen Vicloria to the Earl of Derby.
BUCKINGEAN PALACE, 215t February 1852

The Queen would wish to see Lord Derby et half-past two
to-morrow should he be in Town ; 1f not, on Monday at twelve
o'clock.

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
BUCKINGEAM PALACE, 22nd February 1832,

. » . Lord Derby said that he could not commend a majonity
in the House of Lords, that he was m a decided minority m the
House of Commons, and thought that in the critical ereum-
stances in which the country was placed both at home and
abroad, he ought not to ask for e Dissolutton, He must then
try to strengthen himself particularly in the House of Commons
by any means he could. Thers was one person whom he could
not venture to propose for the Foreign Office on account of
what had lately passed, and what he might be allowed to call
the * well-known personal feelings of the Queen™ ; but Lord
Palmerston was one of the ablest debaters, and might well be
offered the post of Chancellor of the Exchequer.

The Queen . . . would not, by refusing her consent, throw
additional difficulties in Lord Derby’s way ; she warned hum,
however, of the dangerous quahiies of [Lord Palmerston .
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Lord Derby rejoined that he knew them, and thought them
pernicious for the conduct of the Foreign Affairs, but at the
Exchequer they would have less play ; he himself would under-
take to control him. His greatest indiscretion—that in the
Kossuth affair—must have been with a view to form a Party ;
that if left excluded from office, he would become more danger-
ous, and might in fact force himself back at the head of & Party
with a claim to the Foreign Office, whilst if he had ever accepted
another Office, his pretensions might be considered as waived ;
he (Lord Derby) did not know in the least whether Lord Pal-
merston would accept, but in case he did not, the offer would
propitiate him, and render the Government in the House of
Commons more possible, as it would have anyhow all the
talent of the late Government, Peelites and Radicals, to
withstand.

To my question whether Lord Derby fancied he would
remain Prime Minister any length of time, when once Lord
Palmerston had got the lead of the House of Commons, he
replied he was not afraid of him ; he felt sure he could control
him, although he would not have been able to admit him to the
Foreign Office on account of the very strong strictures he had
passed upon his Foreign Policy at different times—even if the

Queen had allowed it.

The Earl of Derdby to Queen Vicioria.

8T JAMES'S SQUARE, 22nd February 1852,
(Half-past cight.)

Lord Derby, with his humble duty, deems it incumbent upon
him to submit to your Majesty without delay that having had
an interview this evening with Lord Palmers_ton, the lat.ter has,
although in the most friendly terms, declined accepting the
Office, upon the ground of difference of opinion, not on the
principle, but on the expediency of the imposition of any duty,
under any circumstances, upon foreign corn. This was a point
+which Lord Derby was willing to have left undecided until the
result of a General Election should be known. B

Although this refusal may add materially to Lord Derby’s
difficulties, he cannot regret that the offer has been mgde: ai
the proposal must have tended to diminish any feelings o
hostility which might have been productive of future err};
barrassment to your Majesty’s service, to whatever hands 1

b trusted. . . . . ,
ma%le eaggv!;a is humbly submitted by your MaJes]t)};:; BIEOSt

dutiful Servant and Subject,
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Memorandum by the Prince Albert,
BUCKINGHAM TALACE, 23rd February 1833,

Lord Derby reported progress at half-pest two, and anhe
mitted a list of the principal Officers of tho Government which
follows, and which the Queen approved.

The Queen allowed Lord Lyndhurst (who has declined offico
—has been Lord Chancellor three times, and now entered upon
his eightieth year) to be offered an Earldom—which he very

nppmntments I told him he must now, as Prime Minter,
consider himself to & certain degree in the position of the Con.
fessar ; that formerly the Lord Chanccllor was Keeper of the
King's Conscience, the office might be conmdered to have
descended on the Prime Mimuster. The Queen must then by
able to confer with him on personal matters, or I, on her behalf,
with the most entire confidence, and that she raust 1o surn that
pothing was divulged which paszed betwern them on thews
matters, and he might repose the game confidenes in vs.  As
to the formstion of the Hounsehold, the Queen made tvio con-
ditions, viz. that the persons to compose her Court sheuld not
be on the verge of banlauptcy, end that their moral charaster
should bear investigation. On the Queen’s scuwsiom Lord
Melboume had been very careless in his appointients, and
great barm had resalted to the Court therefrom.  Einms her
rearrizge I had insisted upon a dieer line being deawn, and
thourh Lord Melbourne had declared *that that darnned
mezality would undo ©3 2L, we Lad found great edvantaye in
it evd were determined toedhere toit. . . . ALvrer.

Queen Virtorin to the Durkess of Suffarlard.
TN AT, Yrd Fleemy 102,
7 bire dorply yriscred I

,.zuz:_ vz, 1t bat beeti ener
vs wink. roe ; gy aflertion wed
goeas, srd we both
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have the pleasure of seeing you, even when you are no longer
attached to my person.

I shall hope to see you soon. The Levée remains fixed for
Thursday, and the transfer of the Officers of the new Govern-
ment does not take place till Friday.

With the Prince’s kindest remembrance, and ours to the Duke
and Constance. Believe me always, yours affectionately,

Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
BUCEINGHAM PALACE, 24th Fedruary 1852

Dearest UncLE,—Great and not vcry pleasant cvents have
happened since I wrote last to you. Iknow that Van de Weyer
has informed you of everything, of the really (till the last day)
unexpected defeat, and of Lord Derby’s assumption of ofiice,
with a very sorry Cabinet. I believe, however, that it is quite
necessary they shonld have a trial, and then haove done with it.
Provided the country remains quiet, and they aro prudent in
their Foreign Policy, I shall take the trial as patiently as 1
can. . . .

Alas ! your confidence in our excellent Lord Granville is no
longer of any avail, though I hope ere Jong he will be at the
Foreign Office again,! and I cannot say that his successor,’
who has never been in office (as indeed is tho case with
almost all the new Ministers), inspires mo with confidence.
I see that Louis Napoleon has again seized one of the
adherents, or rathermore ono of the men of business, of the
poor Orleans. . .. ) ) )

There are some terrible stories from Madrid of people having
told the poor Queen that the King had arranged this attack on
her person, and that she was anxious to abdicate? 1 you
should hear anything of this kind, be kind enough to tell

With Albert’s love (he is well fagged with business),

e Vicronria R.

ever your devoted Niece,

Queen Victoria to the FEarl of Derby.
BUCKINGHAM DALACE, 21th Febreary 1852

at it would bo of the highest importane:

e e e (as is always usunl) should

that not only Lord Malmesbury
AR PERD LERN

TR e ] et Ee
1 Lord Granville hield the Foreign Secretaryship In 1870-1874, nad nzale

2 Wi .b iy }od .
3 '.Il‘ﬁde:x[;clrlxn xs%sug;-\bbcd by o priest whea returnieg from chiunch.
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Teceive the necessary information from Lord Granville, but that
Lord Derby should see him and hear from him the state of all
the entical questions now pending on Foreign Affeirs. Lord
Granville hes made himself master in a very short tune of all
the very mtricate subjects with which his Offico has to deal,
and she must here bear to the di;

good sense, and calmness with which he bas conducted the very
responsible and difficult post of Foreign Secretary.

The Earl of Derby to the Prince Albert.

ST JAME'S SQUARE, 25h February 1852
5'Pu)

Str,—I have delayed longer than I could have wished ac-
knowledging the letter which I had the honour to recewve from
your Royal Highness last mght, in hopes that by tius time I
should have been enabled to solve the difficulties connected
with the Household Appomntments ; but I regret to say they
are rather increased than otherwise. I will not trouble your
Royal Highness now with any detais; but if I might be
honoured with an audience at any hour after the Levée to-
morrow, I shall perhaps be able to make a more satisfactory
report, and at all events to explam the state of affairs more
fully.

In the meantime, it may save Her Majesty some trouble if
I request that your Royal Highness will have the goodness
to lay before Her Majesty the enclosed list of Appointments
which, subject to Her Majesty's approval, I have arranged in
the course of this day. The Admiralty List found its way
most improperly into some of the morning papers before
1 was even aware that the Duke of Northumberland had
finally obtained the assent of the Officers whom he had
selected.

As :t 18 possible that the Queen may not be acquainted

mutting his name to Her Majesty, and which is highly satis-
factory.

I must beg your Royal Highness to offer to the Queen my
most humble and grateful acknowledgment of the kindness
which Her Majesty has evinced in endeavouring to faclitate

he prog; of the Household

I have the honour to be, Sir, Your Royal Highness’s most
obedient Servant, Drrey.
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have the pleasure of seeing you, even when you are no lopsre
attached to my person. ) '

I shall hope to see you soon. The Levée remains fixed for
Thursday, and the transfer of the Officers of the new Governs
ment does not take place till Friday.

With the Prince’s kindest remembrance. and ours to the Duke
and Constance. Believe mo always, yours affectionately,

Vicronta B,

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
BUCEINGHAM I'ALACH, B474 Felroore [R50,

DearesT UNCLE,—Great and not very pleasant events hav
happened since I wrote last to you. I know that Van de Weyer
has informed you of everything, of the really (till the Inst duv)
unexpected defeat, and of Lord Derby's assumption of ofiier,
with a very sorry Cabinet. I believe. however, that it is quit~
necessary they should have a trial, and then have done with it
Provided the country remains quict, and they are prudint in
their Foreign Policy, I shall take the trial as pativaty ae |
can. ...

Alas ! your confidence in our excellent Lord Granville it nin
longer of any avail, though I hope ecre long he will be at th
Foreign Office again,! and I cannot say that his .hucm".'ifr.’
who has never been in office {(as indeed iy the eacs with
almost all the new Ministers), inspires me with confidenee,
I sec that Louis Napoleon has again seized one of the
adherents, or rathermore one of the men of busing ., «of the
poor Orleans. . .. ) . o

Thero are some terrible stories from Mudrid of peaphdmyin.:
told the poor Queen that the King had arraned this fﬂf((c‘:; i
her person, and that she was anxious m_nhdw.«m«.—‘ I g
should hear anything of this kind, be kind enouch to u«:l
me of it. With Albert’s love (he iswell fugged \':‘lt!x hwmr;*;;_
cver your devoted Niece, Vieronts B,

. s e -
Queen Victorin to the Fasl of Declin,
P penian PALaem, S erenrey P00

Tt tan

!
i
[

The Queen thinks that it would he m" the bl st
that not only Lord Malmeshury (s i abway s sty o5
et
1 Lord Gransilie I ehl the Forelon Sazctanylip [E0 AL S0l JE SN Tt A S
2 Lord Malmelary, s
3 The Quees vad rtalbel by afrie 1yt

.
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yeceive the necessary information from Lord Granville, but that
TLord Derby should see him and hear from him the state of all
the critical questions now pending on Foreign Affaws, Lord
Granville has made hraself master 1 a very short time of all
the very intricate subjects with which h)s Office hns to den,
and she must here bear to tl

good sense, and calmness with which he has conducted the very
responsible and difficult post of Foreign Secretary.

The Earl of Derby to the Prince Albert.
ST IAMESS SQUAPE, 25th Frbruary 1852
8'ray

Smm,—X have delayed longer than I could have wished ac-
knowledging the letter which I had the honour to recerve from
your Royal Highness Jast mght, in hopes that by tius tume I
should have been enabled to solve the difficulties connected
with the Household Appomntments, but I regret to say they
are rather increased than otherwise. I will not trouble your
Royal Highoess now with any details; but if I might be
honoured with en audience at any hour after the Levée to-
morraw, I shall perhaps be able to make s moro gatisfactory
report, and at all events to explain the state of aflairs more
fully.

1n the meantime, it may save Her Majesty some trouble i
T request that your Royal Highness will have the goodnes:
1o lay before Her Mejesty the enclosed list of Appomtrsente
which, subjeet to Her Majeaty’s approval, 1 have arranped &2
the course of this day. The Admiralty Lust foond jtx vy
most improperly into some of the morning papers Yefory
I was even aware that the Duke of Northurnberlud
flually obtained the assent of the Officers whern Ze En:’
selected.

As it is possible that the Queen mzy rot be acqmmnned.
with the narce of Colonel Dunne, T have the Fareses af and
& letter resperting him which I have roneiv
Someﬁet. since 1 had intirnated 1o )
!:.‘tm; Lis parne to Her Majerty, and wiinh & iomrr v

factery.

1 raost beg yoor Boyel Highness f ofwr o
most hamble and sratefal eckrowisr
‘which Her J.AJnty bas evinesd in eras
the progress of the Hewsrhold armrgnaonis

1 Eave the honour to b, Sir, Yenr St

cbedens Servant,
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Memorandum by Queen Victoriat
THURSDAY, 26th February 1852,

Lord Derby came
ST %, At 4 e,
_Lord Derby told us he me to pr i
511.)1~e -W’ith the defences of theaéz)zz%rpmacfgdﬂf stsg)_eedxly ot
Militia entirely coincided with Alber,t’ 1 iy plan for the
;}ix{'ote on the subject to the Duke of \Sf’sfcﬁl?gggrllz' h}f (dAl; e
ike it),? and meant to try and avoid all iootions. . On b
ol:oservmg- that no one hascrl entirely unde:s};;%g}in:lf;l?}%& On s
Bill, .I said that the Government had not even b verﬁment
%o bring it in, which was a most unfair proceeding ; e{;an n O}Yeg
Lord Derby reiterated his professions of this be%n, IE)OII;V on
certed plan of his Party’s, but that it was « symg tom%t?gg?:
he, however, was obliged to own that it was rathgr hard a d’.
no:t[: qtlllite fair on the late Government. n‘

wen explained to him the arrangem i

drafts from the Foreign Office going ﬁ%st te<r)1 tmﬁs%z?grigufge
came to me, and wished this should be continued, which hjf;
promised should be done, as well as that all important Colonial
despatches should be sent to me. Touched upon the various
intl.caI questlons’on the Continent. . . . Lord Derby said that all

ouis ’Na.poleon s views were contained in his book Idées
.}Yangleomennes written in ’39, for that he was more & man of

Idées fixes” than any one; and in this book he spoke of
gaining territory by diplomacy and not by war. Lord Derby
gave us & note from Louis Napoleon to Lord Malmesbury,
congratulating him on his appointment, professing the most
friendly and pacific intentions, and hoping the Cowleys would
(as they do) remain at Paris. Vicroria R.

Memorandwm by the Prince Albert.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 27th February 1852.

the formal change of Government took place. The
had Seals to give up assembled at half-past

ences in the following order :

Sir Qeorge Grey was very much Overcome ; promised at our
request to do what he could to keep his friends moderate and
united. Spoke well of his successor, Mr Walpole, and assured
the Queen that he left the country in & most quiet and con-

tented state.

1 Extract from Her Majesty’s Journal. . .
2 This Memorandum is given in chap, xIv. of the Life of the Prince Consort,

To-day
old Ministers who
eleven, and had their Audi
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Lord Grey was sorry that the resignation had taken place
before the Caffre Debate, in which he had hoped to make &
triumphant defence ; he was sure it must have come to this
s 5 SRR TSRS s e a1

PN

S7 L IR SUNPUNE DUV N

o Te
passed and to do the best for the future ; that it was impostant
A, SR v SRRERE LA

v

Wud.  1ne HEXL GOVELImenL cowu hever b as moderse
again as this had been ; this he had always dreaded. acd wes
the reason why he lamented that Lord John had failed = B
negotiation with the Peelites this winter, upon Lord Pel—e-
ston’s dismussal 3 but the fact was Lord John had pever whisd
it to succeed, and 1t had been unfair that he had not stazed ==
them (the Peelites) that all his colleagues were ready o f&re
up therr places.

Lord Granwille had seen Lord Malmesbury severs sizes.
who appesred to him to take pains about icfer Erest
on the state of Foreign Affairs, but seemed
be ambitious of acquiring the merit of beizs eximsvei-
English in hus pohey; this was quite rigkt, bz xfic e
carried too far ; however, Lord Malmesbury wes excmionr 2=t
moderate,

The Chancellor of the Exchequer (Sir Charler 3 vo v =
surprised at the fate of the Government, elttr -
expected to be defeated on the Militia Bill ;
had hardly been looked for, as Lord Joks Ead sifees 2hxo—
before with Lord Palmerston, and satisSed 38 #re- <
objections should be provided against iz £ JT  Fiezname-
it was better, however, that the Cafire Defimrs S ==
waited for, which must have been a pemsmsl wod e

monious one.  He thought Lord Grer 2ad miz
creet in his language to the Queen mr 7
Graham had been in a difficulty with 3 <

fore had not wished to L ==
the Peelites. e promised that, for 3 pe meyosiios ~ 0
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could to keep his Party from doing anything violent, but that
he was afraid many others would be so, and that ho and
Lg;‘ci Grey had in vain tried to persuade Mr Cobden to remain
quiset.

Lord Derby haq then an Audience to explain what should be
done’ at the.Cpuncﬂ. He_ regrebted the Duchess of Northumber-
land’s declining o be Mistress of the Robes, on account of jll-
health, which had been communicated to the Queen by her
father, Lord Westminster. He proposed the Duchess of
Argyll, whom the Queen allowed to be sounded {though feeling
certain, that, considering the Liberal views of her husband, sho
will not accept it), and sanctioned his sounding also the
Duchess of Athole, whom the Queen wished to malke the offer
to, in case the Duchess of Argyll declined. Lord Derby
stated the difficulty he was in with Sir A. B., whoso wife
had never been received at Court or in society, although
she had run away with him when he was still at school,
and was nearly seventy years old. The Queen said it would
not do to receive her now at Court, although socicty might
do in that respect what it pleased; it was a principlo
at Court not to receive ladies whose characters are under a
stigma,

We now proceeded to the Council, which was attended only
by three Councillors, the other seventeen having all had to he
sworn in as Privy Councillors first.!

After the Council Lord Hardinge was called to tho Queen,
and explained that he accepted the Ordnance only on the con-
dition that he was not to be expected to give a voto which
would reverse the policy of Sir R. Pecl, to which ho had hither-
to adhered. He had thought it his duty, however, not to
refuse his services to the Crown after the many marks of
favour he had received from the Queen. ) )

Lord Derby then had an Audience to explain what he in-
tended to state in Parliament this evening as the programme
of his Ministerial Policy. It was very fluent and very able,
buv so completely the same as the Specch which ho has sinco
delivered, that I must refer to its account in the reports.
When he came to the passage regarding the Church, the Queen
expressed to him her senso of the importance not to.hm'u
Puseyites or Romaniscrs recommended for appointments in the
Church as bishops or clergymen. I'Jord Derby declared F{n\-
self as decidedly hostile to the Pusoyito tendency, and ready ;0
watch over the Protestant character of .tlx_e Church. .Ho sanid xr;
did not pretend to give a decided opinion on so difficult ,nn,{

1 Sce Distacli's Endymion (chap. c.) for a gmplic description of this remnrialle
scene.
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bottom, giving the Vestries a legislative character in the
parishes leading up to Diocesan Assembles, and finally to &
general one.

On Education he spoke very liberally, but seemed inclmed
to support the views of the bishops against the so-called
“ management clauses ™ of the Privy Council, viz. not to allow
grants to schools even if the parsh should prefer the bishops®
mspection to the Privy Council mspection. ALBERT.

The Earl of Derby to Queen Victoria,

ST JAMES'S SQUARE, 27th February 1852
(Haij-pasi seren PAL)

Lord Derby, with his humble duty, hastens to acquaint your
Majesty, having just returned from the House of Lords, that
his statement, going over the topics the substance of which he
had the honour of submitting to your Majesty was, as far as he
could judge, favourably received. Earl Grey attempted to
provoke a Corn Law discussion, but the feehng of the House
was agamnst the premature mtroduction of so compleated and
exciting & topic, Lord Aberdeen, dissenting from eny altera-
e e T AR T Derby's
' ipted in

omit to
1 Bpirit.

The King of the Belgians to Queen Victoria
TATEEN, Sth Morch 1852
My peaREST Vicroria,—I have to offer my affectionate
thanks for a most gracious and long letter of the 2nd.
Within these days we have not had anything very important,

tund ¢ Ives in company, for i in their beds, wth a
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snake ; they must not move, because that irritates tho crestun,
but t.hey can hardly remain as they are, without o fair charne
of being bitten. . . . Your devoted Uncle, Luorown B,

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belpiane,
LIRSV CARR Z SR N LA

My DEAREST UNCLE,~Your dear letter of the fith reacke d s
just after we arrived here, at our sweet, peaceful little b,

It seems that Louis Napoleon's mind is chivfly enzee -d
with measures for the interior of France, nnd that the serics
question of Switzerland is becoming less mennring,  On the
other hand. Austria behaves with o hostility, and I must ray
folly, which prevents all attempts at reconeilintion. Al tho
admirers of Austria consider Prince Schwartzenberszt g mad.
man, and the Emperor Nicholes said that he was * Load
Palmerston in a white uniform.” What a calamity thiz i e
the present moment ! .

We have & most talented, capable, and couragron: Prine
Minister, but all his people have no experienen—-have neves
been in any sort of office before !

On Friday the Houso of Commons meets azain, and T drabe
not great vielence will be displnyed.

With every kind love to my dear Cousing, ever your 373
devoted Niece, Vieronia B

Colone! Phipps to Quern Virtnrin,

Bty Paro, Phy Mot et

Colonel Phipps' humble duty to your Mags 1y .

He has this day vizited the Marionette Hv-n;rv, ;t!vi f':‘u
quite certain not only that 1t would nut e o mumh.-; ifi;{
for your Majesty to visit, but that your Mujesty woulhad oo
no amusement {rom it. )

The mechanisin of the puppets ivonly po
matter of the entertainment .»‘m!.mi and txrvwn‘v::t e
in a great part of worn-ont old I-:n:'h»!; pongt 3-';)’;\.‘.',\
death of Nelson ™t Colonel Phippo !‘ntx-".'.!".'-' l"g‘fi-if.'.“',r
much more amusing performanee. Lady Monnt bedoomesnsn
who wits in 2 box there, would pretmbiy e
account of it. . _ ot ot T 1

Thr report in London dx, that Lard Job e -
mend odeestion ot the tecting a? his b -t

T L
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Queen Victoria to the Earl of Derby.
OSBORNE, 12!% March 1852,

The Queen must now answer Lord Derby on the questions
whlcp form the subjects of his three last communications.

'W1th. regard to the Militia Bill, she must admit that her
suggestions are liable to the objections pointed out by Lord
Derby, although they would offer advantages in other respects.
The Queen will therefore sanction the measure as proposed,
and now further explained by Lord Derby.

The despatches transmitted from the Foreign Office referring
to the Swiss question ! could not fail to give the Queen as much
satisfaction as they did to Lord Derby, as they show indica-
tions of & more conciliatory intention, for the present at least.
As Switzerland has yielded, France and Austria ought to be
satisfied, and the Queen only hopes we may not see them
pushing their demands further after a short interval 1

The probability of & war with the Burmese is a sad prospect.
The Queen thinks, however, that the view taken by Lord
Dalhousie of the proceedings at Rangoon, and of the steps now
to be taken to preserve peace, is very judicious, and fully con-
curs with the letter sent out by the Secret Committee. She
now returns it, together with the despatch.

The despatches from Prince Schwartzenberg to Count Buol
are satisfactory in one sense, as showing a readiness to return
to the English Alliance, but unfortunately only under the
supposition that we would make war upon liberty together ;
they exhibit a profound ignorance of this country.? The
Queen is quite sure that Lord Derby will know how to accept
all that is favourable in the Austrian overtures without letting
it be supposed that we could for & moment think of joining in
the policy pursued at this moment by the great Continental
Powers. As Lord Derby’s speech has been referred to by
Prince Schwartzenberg, it would furnish the best text for the

answer. The President seems really to have been seriously ill.

Queen Victoria to the Earl of Derby.
OSBORNE, 14th March 1852.

i i i 's letter
The Queen has received this morning Lor_d Derby s le
respegti%g the St Albans’ Disfranchisement Bill, and is glad to

1 The French had been pressing the Swiss Government to expel refugees, and Austria

esident. .
sugpggﬁfidlgggbry‘t%%cdh v};xéeé that a more cfoptcxhizgjry"] dl}l;sts;g];: %t;%x;lg éﬁ?ﬁf&%?}’gg
ille’s atch, which, because of its unirie: y ) y
g;;li‘x;‘gnixsx }:%S%’gisx?a. The prec’ise language (he said) must depend on what inforrnation

Gount Buol could supply.
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heer that Lord Derby means to take up this Bill as dropped
by the late Government. Whether the mode of transferring
these seats proposed by Lord Derby will meet w‘lth as Iittle

disposed to concur m 1t at the present moment This will be
for Lord Derby to consider, but the Queen will not withhold
her sanction from the measure.

She knows that Lord John Russell meant to give the vacant
seats to Birkenhead. Are not there two seats still vacant from
the Disfranchisernent of Sudbury ? end would 1t not be better
(if 50) to disposo of all four at the same time ? There 15 an 1m-
pression also gaining ground that, with a view to prevent the
Franchise bemng given exclusively to Numbers, to the detr-
ment of Interests, it mght be desirsble to give new seats to
certain corporate bodies, such as the Scotch Universities, the
Temple and Lincoln’s Inn, the East India Company, etc., etet

Mr Disraeli to Queen Victoria
House oF CojMoxs, 1otk March 1852,
(fonday mighty

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, with his humble duty to
your Majesty, informs your Majesty of what occurred in the

to belisve that * all now was distrust and alarm.”,

measures for the redress of agricultural grievances than a
five-shilling duty on corn (mentioned by Mr Villiers) could be
devised, he should adopt them—a declaration received with
universal favour on the Government side,

1 The Gorernment eventually propoced that the tout seats taken from St Aloans and
Sadbury should b 0 South Laveashire and the West Rudine; hut, on the

Eroma i s Uity on quberanss EDouLe coNBns Msclt t0 necesary Jigiation, e
Ciastone 1adoced toe T5ouse by & Great rajority 5o hetve the Proposal
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‘The President seems more occupied at home than abroad,
which I trust he may remain.

Stockmar is well. . . . One thing is pretty certain—that
out of the present state of confusion and discordance, a sound
state of Parties will be obtained, and two Parties, as of old, wmill
again exist, without which 1t 13 impossidle to have a strong
Government. How these Parties will be formed 1t is im-
possible to say at present. Now, with Albert's love, ever your
devoted Niece, Vicroria R.

Mr Disraeli to Queen Vaictoria.

HOUSE 0F CowvONS, 193 March 1832,
(Frudsy mght, ‘telee o'cloct )

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, with his humble duty to
your Majesty, lays before your Majesty what has taken place
in the House of Commons to-night.

At the commencement of public business, Lord John
Russell, in a very full House, after some hostile comments,
enqured of Her Majesty’s Mimisters whether they were prepared
to declare that Her Majesty will be edvised to dissolve the
present Parhament, and call a new one, with the least possible
delay consistent with a due regard to the public interest, 1n
reference to measures of urgent and immediate necessity.

The question was recommended by Lord John Russell as
one simular to that put to him in 1841 by Sir Robert Peel.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer in reply observed that
there was a distinction between the position of the present
Mnistry and that of Lord John Russellin 1841, s in that and
in the other precedents quoted wn 1841 by Sir Robert Peel, the
JMinistry bad been condemned by a vote of the House of
Commons.

He said it was not constitutional and most impolitic for any
Ministers to pledge themselves to recommend their Sovereign
to dissolve Parhament at any stated and specific time, as
circumstances might oceur which would render the fulfilment
of the pledge m]unous or unpracncable, that it was the

of the is to your Mejesty to
dissolve the present Parl the that such measures
were carried which were necessary for your Majesty’s service,
and for the security and good gotrernment of your Majesty's
realm ; and that it was their wish and intention that the neyr
Parliament shou!d meet to decide upon the question of con-
fidence in the A i ion, and on the which they
could then bring forward in the course of the prese1t year.

Thus was very received.
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would necessarily come one of & more democratic tendency than
any the country had yet had to submut to. He thought most
politicrans saw this, and would rally round a Conservative stan-
rd ; he knew that even many of the leading Whigs were very
much dissatisfied with the company they find themselves
thrown 1nto and alarmed at the progress of Democracy.
ALBERT.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
DBUCKINGUAN PALACE, 23rd Mar s 2832

« + . Here matters have mproved rather for the Govern-
ment, and jt seems now that they will be able to get through
the Session, to dissolve Parliament at the end of June or be-

inning of July, and to meet agamn in November And then
Protection will be done away with.  If only they had not done
s0 much harm, and played with it for six long years' What
you say of the advantage of having had Governments from
8ll parties we have often felt and do feel ; it renders changes
much less disagreeable. In the present case our acquarntance
is confined almost entirely to Lord Derby, but then ke s the
Government. They do nothing without him. He has all the
Departments to look sfter, and on being asked by somebody
if he was not much tired, he said: *I am quite well with my
babies!"” . .. Vicrorns R,

Mr Disracli to Queen Victoria.
HOUSE OF COMMOSS, 20th March 1852,
(Monday mizt)

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, with his humble duty to
your Majesty, informs your Majesty of what has occurred in
the House of Commons to-night.

Mr Secretary Walpole mtroduced the Milit:a Bill in a state-
ment equally perspicuous and persuasive.

Opposed by Mr Hume and Mr Gibson, the Government
Measure was cordially supported by Lord I’almers(on.

Lord John Russell, while he exp 1 an opinion f bl
to increased defence, intimated a preferenco for regular troops.

Mr Cobden made one of his cleverest speeches, of the cos-
mopolitan school, and was supported with vigour by Mr Bright.
A division is threatened by the ultra-Movement party, but the
Chancellor of the Exchequer hopes to ward it off, and is some-
what sanguine of ultimate success in carrying the Measure.

VoL I 13
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The discomfiture of the Opposition i
. pposition is complete, and
furth . plete, and no
heardelz)f.mentlon of stopping or limiting supplies will be
All which is most humbly submitted to vo ;
3 ? ur M
your Majesty’s most dutiful Subject and Sel“):ant’ ajesty by
B. Disragr,

MMemorandum by the Prince Albert.

BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 22nd March 1832.

We came to Town from Osborne the day before yesterday,
an'd_saw Lord Derby yesterday afternoon, who is in very good
spirits about the prospect of affairs. He told the Queen that
he thought he might state that the Government had gained a
good deal of ground during the last week, and that there was
now a general disposition to let the necessary measures pass
Parliament, and to have the dissolution the end of Juns or
beginning of July. He hoped the Queen did not think he had
gone too far in pledging the Crown to a Dissolution about that
time ; but it was impossible to avoid saying as much as that
a new Parliament would meet in the antumn again, and have
settled the commercial policy before Christmas.

To the Queen’s questions, whether there would not be great
excitement in the country produced by the General Election,
and whether Parliament ought not to meet immediately after
it, he replied that he was not the least afraid of much excite-
ment, and that there was great advantage in not meeting
Parliament immediately again, as the Government would
require a few months to prepare its measures, and to take a
sound view of the new position of affairs. He anticipated that
there would be returned a large proportion of Conservatives,
some Free Traders, some Protectionists ; but not a majority
for the re-imposition of a duty on corn, certainly not a majority
large enough to justify him in proposing such a Measure.
Now he was sure he could not with honour or credit abandon
that Measure unless the country had given its decision agairst
it ; but then he would have most carefully to consider hc_)w
to revise the general state of taxation, so as to give that relief
tc the agricultural interest which it had a right to demand.

He had received the most encouraging and flattering letters
from the agriculturists of different parts of the country, }ﬂl
reposing the most explicit confidence in him, and asking him
not to sacrifice the Government for the sake of an immediate
return to Protection. They felt what Lord Derby must say
he felt himself, that, after the fall of this Government, there
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would necessarily come ane of & mors dcmocmtxc tendency than

ano tha anambmsr had rné had bn

much dissatistied with the company they find themselves
thrown into and alarmed at the progress of Democracy
Avrsrer.

Qucen Victoria to the King of the Belquans,
g g
BUCKINOUAM DPALACE, 23rd March 1852

+ + . Here matters have mproved rather for the Govern-
ment, and it seems now that they will be able to get through
the Session, to dissolve Parliament at the end of June or be-
ginning of July, and to meet again 1n November. And then
Protectmn will be done away with, _If only they had not, done
sorx '
you
allp
much less cisagreeable. In the present case our requamtsnce
is confined almost entirely to Lord Derby, but then ke 15 the
Government. They do nothing without lum, He has all the
Departments to look after, and on being asked by somebody
if he was not much tired, he said: I am quite well with my
babies!™ . . . Vicroria R.

My Disracli to Queen Victoria.
Hotss oF Cowtoss, 20k Harch 1852
CMonday moht )

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, with his humble duty to
your Majesty, informs your Majesty of what has occurred in
the House of Commons to-night.

Mr Secretary Walpole introduced the Mihtia Bill in a state-
ment equally perspicuous and persuasive.

Opposed by Mr Hume and Mr Ghbson, the Government
Measure was cordielly supported by Lord Palmerston.

Lord John Russell, while he expressed an opinion favourable
¢o incrensed defence, intimated & preference for regular troops.

Mr Cobden made one of his cloverest speeches, of the cos-
mopolitan school, and was supported with vigour by Mr Bright.
A division is threatened by the ultra-Movement party, but the
Chancallor of the Exchequer hopes to sard it off, and is some-
what sanguine of ultimate success in carrying the Measure.

VoL I 13
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Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
' BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 30tk March 1852.

My pearmst Unors,—Many thanks for vour
the 26th, which I received onySaturday. Igere ggasrhlaelgtig‘?é
some trouble with our Militia Bill, which all of a sudden seems
to have caused dissatisfaction and alarm. TLord Derby is
quite prepared to drop Protection, as he knows that the Elec-
tions }vﬂl bring a Free Trade, though a Conservative majority.
Mr Disraeli (alias Dizzy) writes very curious reports to me of
the House of Commons proceedings—much in the style of his

books, . . .

Queen Victoria to the Earl of Derby.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 10t April 1852,

The Queen hopes that both Lord Derby and Lord Malmes-
bury will give their earnest attention to the change in the
politics of Italy, which is evidently on the point of taking place,
according to the enclosed despatch from Mr Hudson.! Whet
Count Azeglio? says in his Memorandum with respect to
Austria is perfectly just. But France, as the champion of
Italian liberty and independence, would become most for-
midable to the rest of Burope, and Louis Napoleon, in assum-
ing for her this position, would be only following the example
of his uncle, which we know to be his constant aim.?

Queen Victoria to the Earl of Derby.
WINDSOR (CASTLE, 13th April 1852,

The Queen has received Lord Derby’s letter of the 11th inst.,
in which he states very clearly the difficulties which stand in
the way of an active interference of this country in the affairs
of Italy. The Queen did not mean to recommend in her letter
of the 10th on this subject any active interference, as she is of
opinion that our present want of due influence in Italy is chiefly
owing to our former ill-judged over-activity. The Ql‘x‘ccn
agrees therefore entirely with Lord Derby in thinking that “all
that can be done now is carefully to watch the proceedings of
France and Austria in this matter, so as to profit by every

1 British Euvsoy gt Turin.

2 Premier of Sardinia. A

3 by in reply, after reviewing the whole matter, con nee,
the Ife%glinge;f{x lxz}i:ilgn% watch on French and Austrian actlions, cncotixmgtcnimar (Lf 1;:‘01&
dinin in her constitutional action, and the making use of any op[_mrtun&y D S0¢!
the independence of Piedmont and the reform of the Papal Administration.

nselled non-interference,
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good opportunity to protect the independence of Piedmont,
and, if possible, produce some improvement in the internal
Government of Rome,” and she would accerdingly like to
see her respective Foreizn 3Ministers instructed n this sense.

‘The Queen continues, however, to look with apprehension
to the possible turn which the affairs of Italy msy take, pro-
ceeding from the political views of the President. It is no‘
improbable that he may act now that he is omnipotent wpon
the views contained in his celebrated letter to Edgzar Ney mn
1849, which were at the time disapproved by the Assembly.t
‘He will feel the necessity of doicg something to compensate the
French for what they kave lost by him at home, to turn therr
attention from home affairs to those abroad, end to the
acqusition of power and influence in Europe ; and certainly,
were he to head Italian liberty and independence, his power of
doing mischief wonld be immense. After ell, such an attempt
wonld not be more mceorsistent for him thanit was for General
Cavaignac, as President of the République Démocratique, to get
rid of the Roman Republie, and to reinstate the Pope by force
of arms.

‘The Queen wizhes Lord Derby to communicate this letter
to Lord Malmesbury, from whom she has also just heard upon
this subject.

2Mr Disrgeli to Queen Victoria.
EoTs2 ¢P OCoMKOST, 174 4707 1522
(Momizy BppaR Irdee)
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, with his humble doty to
your Majesty, reports to your Mzjesty that, efter a dull debate,
tignificant only by two of the subordinate Members of the late
Administration declaring their hostility to the Militia Bill,
Lord John Pussell rose at eleven o'clock and snnounced his
determination to oppose the second reading of it Hiz speech
wes one of his abl ive, terse,
and playful; and the effect he prodaced wes considerable,
Your Majesty’s Government, about to attempt to reply to it,
gave way to Lerd Palmerston, who changed the feelingy of tke
Houze, ard indsed entirely carried it away in & speech of
extraordinary vigour and high-spirited tone.
The Ministers were willing to have teken tke division on his
Lordship sitting down, but as the late Government wiched to
1 I3 this forter the Freidet of tte Baptic had exposnd Eis alzing o ot e coee
eat el the reoch toys Eorman eipe L3 e Geeral O imnt, acd b3 waem
Pl of £ B L1 163 10 the ex=tuis
3Ta el b eociemred
o Lerd Job=

e tize, esrael ooy of e T
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Tie Chanectlar of the Exechquer, with his humble duty to
o Majesty, pepurta to your Majesty that the Militia Bill has
Yo st carried (revond reading) by an immense majority.

Fur ais
Apamat 163

‘T'he eoncluding portion of the debate was distinguished by

the rpecchied of Mr Sidney Herbert and Mr Walpole, who made

3 1pe o tef featire o ne a reaereal of the explring Income Tax, B
Aol ty, fo fnonelsl charpres were peopeeed until alter the Geaeral Election.
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their greatest efforts ; the first singularly happy 1n his troat-
ment of a subject of which he was master, and tho last
eddressing the House with a spint unusual with him.

Queen Victoria to the Kang of the Belgians,
BUCKINGIAM PALACE, 27th Aprid 1852

My pEARTST UNCLE,—I thank you much for your kind and
affectionate letter of the 23rd. I have somehow or other con-
trived to lase my day, for which reason I can only wnito o very
short letter. It seems to be generslly believed that Lous
Napoleon's assumption of the title of Emperor 1s very near at
hand, but they still think war is not likely, s 1t would bo such
bad policy.

What you sey about the ill-fated Spanish marrages, and
the result of the poor Xung's wishing to have no ono but a
Bourbon as Queen Isabel's husband being that the French
won’t have any Bourbon, 13 indeed strange. It is e melancholy
result

I shall certainly try and read Thiers’ Révolution, Consulat, et
Empire, but I can hardly read any books, my whole lecture
elmost being taken up by the immense quantity of despatches
we have to read, end then I have a good deal to write, and
must then have a little leisure time to rest, and de me délasser
and to get out. It is & great deprivation, as I dehght in
reading. Still, T will not forget your recommendation.

I am sorry to say nothing is definitely settled about our dear
Crystal Palace. With Albert's love, ever you truly devoted
Niece, Vicroria R,

Queen TVictoria to Mr Disraeli. .
Drosnoas PLAcE, Lit May 1832,
The Queen has read with great interest the clear and ablo
fi ial which the Ch llor of the E: q
made in the House of Commons last night, and was glad to
hear from him that it was well received.

Queen Vicloria to the Earl of Malmesbury
EramrstEss Palar, 136 Moy 1872,
With respect to this despateh from Lord Howden! the
Queen wishes to observe that hitherto we have on all similer

1 Pritich Mizister st Maind
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occasions declined accepting any Foreign Order for the Prince
;.»f \\ ales, on nccount of his being too young and not even
ieving any of the English Orders. Might this not therefore
by comnmunicated to Lord Howden ?

Queen Victoria to the Earl of Derby.
OSLORNE, 27th May 1852,

'l.he Quccn returns the enclosed most interesting letters.
It is evident that the President is meeting with the first
symptoms of & reviving public fecling in France; twhether
this will drive him to hurry on the Empire remains to be seen.
All the Foreign Powers have to be careful about is to receive
an assurance that the Empire does nof mean a return to the
policy of the Empirc, but that the existing Treaties will be
ncknowledged and adhered to.

The session scems to advance very rapidly. The Queen
hails Lord Derby's declaration of his conviction that a majority
for n duty on corn will not be returned to the new Parliament,
as the first step towards the abandonment of hostility to
the Iree Trade on which our commercial policy is now estab-
lished, and which has produced so flourishing a condition of
the finances of the country.

Mr Disracli’s speech about Spain was very good, though he
had certeinly better not have alluded to Portugal.

We return to Town to-morrow.

Mr Disracli to Queen Victoria.

HoUSE OF COMMONS, 21st June 1852.
(Xine o'dock.)

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, with his humble duty to
vour Majesty, reports to your Majesty that Lord John Russell
introduced to the notice of the House of Commons to-night the
recent Minuto of the Committee of Council on Education.

Lord John Russell made a languid statement to a rather
full House. His speech was not very effective as it proceeded,
and there was silence when he sat down. .

Then Mr Walpole rose and vindicated the Minute. He
spoke with animation, and was cheered when he concluded.

Sir Harry Verney followed, and the House very much dis-
persed ; indeed the discussion would probably have terminated
when Sir Harry finished, had not Mr Gladstone then risen.
Mr Gladstone gave only a very guarded approval to the
Minute, which he treated as insignificant.
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Sery ansious 1o know what Mr Walpoks has heard

The King of the Belpians d Queen Vedtamia,
A, 20 July 1N

Ay pranesT VICTORIA,— . . . We are very wineh plagaed
by our Treaty with Franea,  Vietor 1ngo has writton o ook
afainst Louis Napalean, which will exasperate hint mueh, and
vwhich he publishes zere i we can hardly keep Vietor N
bere after thats The gm-lt g\luguo of all these affaits {4 yeir
constant return without the least advantage to any ono from
the difficulties they ercated, « . o Your devoted Unels,

Trororp 1,

Queen Victoria to the Earl of Desby,
OUpunng, BN Logaal 1323

The Queen has been considering tho subjeet uf thn yaenit
(‘artcr, and the names which Lard Dorhy prajusad ta by,
She is of opinion that it would not be advisahlo i tha whato
to give tho Garter to Lord Londomdorey ; that ¢he Dubw of

1 Tha Church anastan ~ o @ .
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Northumberland has by far the strongest elalny to this ofr-.
tinction. At the same time, the nw-n v.nn!u Rave pa et
tion to bestow it on Lord Lonsdale, if this is dv frable, iy eme? oo
to facilitate any Ministerial arrangements which Lond [1oeie
may have in contemplatxon.

The King of the Belpians to Qureen Vietoris.

r“rrst LR EE N I

My DEAREST VICTORIA,—. . . That Mr Neildt shoahl b
left that great fortune to you delichted e it give. ’ -
possibility of forming a private fortuns for the Roval Fami
the necessity of which nobody can deny.  Sueh thine: or
still happen in England, where there exists loyalty nal <2nr-
affcction for Royalty, a feeling unfortunately much dingde -
ished on the Continent of Europe, though it did exie e

also. . . .

Ya
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vested in case of a vacancy. I conside ’
letter as & mere attempt tg arrogate su;rgrﬁgdpﬁilge;ioﬁi:
Office,! which rests on no foundation. The Secretary at War
has no auth'ority whatever except over money, whilst the
Commander-in-Chief has no suthority to spend a penn
without the Secretary at War. ALB]%)RT Y

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
BALMORAL, 17tk September 1832,

My pEAREST UNCLE,—I am sure you will mourn with us
over the loss we and this whole nation have experienced in
the death of the dear and great old Duke of Wellington. The
sad news will have reached you, I doubt not, on Wednesday
or yesterday. We had gone on Wednesday, as I had men-
tioned, to our little Shiel of Allt-na-Giuthasach to spend two
days there, and were enjoying owrselves very much on a beau-
tiful expedition yesterday, and were sitting by the side of the
Dhu Loch, one of the severest, wildest spots imaginable, when
one of our Highlanders arrived bringing a letter from Lord
Derby (who is here), confirming the report which we had
already heard of—but entirely disbelieved—and sending me a
letter from Lord Charles Wellesley, saying that his dear father
had only been ill a few hours, and had hardly suffered at all.
It was a stroke, which was succeeded rapidly by others, and
carried him off without any return of consciousness. For him
it is a blessing that he should have been taken away in the
possession of his great and powerful mind and without a lin-
gering illness. But for this country, and for us, his loss—
though it could not have been long delayed—is irreparable !
He was the pride and the bon génie, as it were, of this country !
He was the GREATEST man this country ever produced, and
the most devoted and loyal subject, and the staunchest sup-
porter the Crown ever had. He was to us a true, l.n'nd friend
and most valuable adviser. To think that all th1§ is gone;
that this great and immortal man belongs now to History and
no longer to the present, is a truth which we cannot realise.
We shall soon stand sadly alone ; Aberdeen is almost the only
personal friend of that kind we have left. Melbourne, Peel,

Liverpool—and now the Duke—all gone !
You will kindly feel for and with us, dearest Uncle. .
Lord Hardinge is to be Commander-in-Chief, and he is

quite the only man fit for it. )
Albert is much grieved. The dear Duke showed him great
1 T.ord Palmerston had held the office of Secretary at War from 1809 fo 1828,
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confidence and kindness He was so fond of hix httle godson
Arthur—who will now be a remaimng hink of the dear old
Duke’s, and & plessant recollection of hum.  Ever your
devoted Niece, Vicroria R

The King of the Belgrans to Queen Victora
LAKKES, YA Seplember 1432

My DEAREST VICTORIA,—You will be much grioved at tho
loss of the Duke. Tt must give you satisfaction to thunk that
you were always kind to lum, and that ho was very sincerely
devoted to you and appreciated Albert. Since 1814 1 had
known much of the Duke; his kindness to me had been very
marked, and I early discovered that he was very favourablo
to my marniage with Charlotte, then already i sgitation
Since, he was always kind and confidential, even 1 thoso day+
of persecution egainst me, the result of the jealousy of Georgo
IV.; he never was influcnced by it. or had the meanhesy of
many who, in the days of nusfortune, quickly loave one.  The
only ease in which we were at varianco was about the boun
daries of Greece. e had some of the old abvolute notions,
which in that case were not in conformity with the realintervst+
of England and of Europo, Eyen last year ho spoke so vory
kindly to me on the subject of our Continental affairs,  Barely
fickle Fortune permits a poor mortal to ns‘uch thr: conoluslon

o ra Sacta el gl mmaid b e o

P TS oy

en one fooks at the Mancheater school, comparad to the
greatness to which men like the Duke rais«d their country,
one cannot help to be slarmed for the future. You are en-
joying the Highlands, but the weather srema alio not very
favourable ; hero it is uncertain, and at times very cold. . o,
Your truly devoted Uncle, lkororn I8,

The Prince Albert to the Earl o] Derhy.
PALMnrsL, F20d Beptesher 1857
My pear Lorp DerRY,—~The Quern wishes mn ta snzsrr
your kind letter of yesterday.
Her letter to you and to Mr Walpols of this morniny will
have apprised you that she sanctions the Gused of Huvs.r
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having been placed at Walmer, and the Duke’s body having
been taken possession of formally on the part of the Crown.
It would be a great pity if Lord Fitzroy were to be obliged
to decline the Peerage on account of poverty ; at the same
time it may be difficult to relieve him from the payment of
fees by a public grant. Under these circumstances, rather
than leave Lord Fitzroy unrewarded, and a chance of his
feeling mortified at a moment when his cheerful co-operation
with Lord Hardinge is so important to the public service—the
Queen would /herself bear the expense of the fees. If this were
to hurt Lord Fitzroy’s feelings, you could easily manage it so
that he need never know from what source the £500 came.

The Queen leaves this matter in your hands. Ever yours
truly, ALBERT.

Queen Victoria to Mr Walpole.
BAIMORAL CASTLE, 22nd September 1852,

The Queen has just received Mr Walpole’s letter of the 20th,
informing her of the difficulty of having the Funeral Service,
according to the Liturgy, performed fwice ; she trusts, however,
that means may be found to enable the Queen’s intentions to
be carried out, as communicated to Mr Walpole in Lord Derby’s
official letter. Whether this is to be done by leaving the body
for two months without the Funeral Service being read over
it, or by reading the Funeral Service now in the presence of
the family, and treating the Public Funeral more as a transla-
tion of the remains to their final place of rest, the Queen must
leave to be decided by those who have the means of personally
sounding the feelings of the Duke’s family, the dignitaries of
the Church, and the public generally. .

An impressive religious ceremony might certainly be made
of it at St. Paul’s, even if the actual Funeral Service should

not be read on the ocecasion. . . .

Queen Victoria to the Earl of Derby.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 23rd Oclober 1852.

i ? nt
Shortly after the formation of Lord Derby’s Government,
the Queg’n communicated to him a Memorandum respecting
the necessity of attending to our national defences on a sgs-
tematic plan. The Queen would now wish to hear how far

i is i j i hat time.

h dvanced in this important object since t :
ivgrd %:r?)y would perhaps call on the General Com?andlpgg
in-Chief, the Master-General of the Ordnance, and the Firs



1852] LOUIS NAPOLEON 397

Lord of the Admiralty, as well as the Home Secretary, to make
a report upon this, It will soon be necessary to consider what
will have to be done for the future to complete the various plans.
The Queen is no alarmust, but thinks that the necessity of our
attending to our defences once having been proved and ad-
mitted by Parl and twe

should not relax in our efforts unnl the plans then devised are
thoroughly carmied out.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 26 October 1852

My DEAREST UNCLE,— . . . I must tell you an anecdote re-
lating to Louis Napoleon’s entry into Paris, which Lord Cowley
wrote over, as going theround of Paris. Itis: that under one
of the Triumphal Arches a Crown was suspended to a stris
(whieh is very often the case) over which was written, “ Il I'e
bien mérits.” Something damaged this crown, and they re-
moved it—lcaving, however, the rope ‘nnd superseription, the

them {gom Prussia, Austria, pnd Russw, and the Duke of
Terceira {whom we shall see to-night} is already come from
Portugal to attend the ceremony.

I must now conclude. th Albert’s love, ever your de-
voted Niece, VicTorma R,

Queen Victoria to the Earl of Malmesbury,
WINDSOR CASTLE, 8tA November 1832.

As we seem to be 5o near the declaration of the Empire in
France, end as 80 many opmions are expressed on the subject
of the title to be assumed by Louis Napoleon, the Queen is
enxious to impress Lord Malmesbury with the importance of

refusing torecognise 1t, when 1t is of such importance to prevent
their considering themselves the aggrieved party ; any attempt

1 Lows Napoleon blmwt clfmed no hereditary nght to the Imperial dignlty, but
culy that conterred by election; he sckowledsnd 1. as national sll the acts whic ' bad
aken place sioce 1513, euch a8 the relgas of the later Bourdoos sad ef Lows P
(rs of an ez- Ministet )
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to dictate to France the style of her Ruler would
: ; he strengthe
Louis Napoleon’s position; our object should be to %eusg
France alope, as long as she is not aggressive.
All of this should be well weighed,

The Prince Albert to Viscount Hardinge.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 8th ANovember 185°.

My pEAR LorRD HARDINGE,—In reference to our conversation
of yesterday, and the Queen’s request to Lord Derby that he
should call upon the different departments of the Admiralty,
Army, Ordnance, and Home Office to furnish a report as to
how far the measures begun last spring to put our defences in a
state of efficiency have been carried out, and what remains to
be done in that direction—1I beg now to address you in writing.
The object the Queen wishes to obtain is, to receive an account
which will show what means we have really at our disposal for
purposes of defence, ready for action at the shortest possible
notice, and what remains to be done to put us into a state of
security, what the supply of the wants may cost (approximately),
and what time it would require.

As it will be not only convenient but necessary that the
Horse Guards and Qrdnance should consult together and com-
bine their deliberations, I beg this letter to be understbod to
apply as well to Lord Raglan as to yourself, and that you would
meet and give the answer to the Queen’s questions conjointly.

(A4 detailed list follows.)

These questions would all present themselves at the moment
when we received the intelligence of a threatened coup dc main
on the part of Louis Napoleon, when it would be too late to
remedy any deficiency. The public would be quito ready to
give the necessary money for our armament, but they feel with
justice that it is unfair to ask them for large sums and then
always to hear, We are quite unprepared. They don’t under-
stand and cannot understand details, but it is upon matters of
detail that our security will have to deI_)end, and we cannot be
sure of efficiency unless a comprehensive statcment be made

showing the whole. ) ) o
I beg(,t}r this to be as shorb as possible, and if possible in &
ALBERT.

tabular shape. Ever yours truly,

Qucen Victoria to the Earl of Derby.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 134h Noremher 1852,

The Queen was very sorry to hear from Lord Derby and
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Mr Disraelt that Mr Villiers’ Motion ! will create Parhamentary
difficultres.

With respect to the financial statement, she must most
strongly impress Lord Derby with the necessity of referring to
our defenceless state, and the necessity of a large ocutlay, to
protect us from foreign attack, which would almost ensure us
against war. The country 1s fully alive to its danger, and
Perliament has perhaps never been in a more likely state to

ant what is necessary, provided & comprchensive and efficient
plan is laid befors it. Such s plan ought, in the Qucen’s
opinion, tobe distinctly p d by the Gov although
1t may be laid before Parliament at & later period.

M7y Disracly to Queen Victora.
LONDOS, 141h Aorember 1852

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, with hia humble duty to
your Majesty, begs permusston to enclose an answer to the
Address for your Majesty’s approbation, and which should be
delivered, if your Majesty pleases, to the House of Commons
to-morrow.

Referring to a letter from your Majesty, shown to him yester-
day by Lord Derby, the Chancellor of the Exchequer also begs
permission to state that, in msking the financial arrange-
ments, he has left a very large margin for the mmpending
year (April 1853-4), which will permit the fulfilment of all
your Majesty's wishes with respect to the increased defence
of the country, as he gathered them from your Majesty’s
gracious expressions, and also from the guggestion which after-
wards, in greater detail, His Royal Highness the Princo
deizned to make to him.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer will deeply conrider the
intimation graciously made in your MMajesty’s Jetter to Lord
Derby as to the tone on this subject to be adopted in the House
of Ce and he will end. in this, and in all respects,
to fulfil your Majesty’s pleasure.

The Chanceller of the Exchequer fears that he gent to your
Majesty a somewhat erude note from the House of Commons
on Thursday night, but he humbly begs your Majesty will deizn
to remember that these bulletins are often written in tumult,
and sometimes in perplexity ; and that he is under the impres-

1 Th 5 Wotson, xtemdad 0 exsart a declinaten troe 2 Hoos 3 favoar of Free Tte,
54 dewor1? 1o the Cars Law Eepeal 4™ 8 for, wise, 022 broetoial mvamre,” s Lotk
nlly dstasteral 1o tr Miziness, a6 maved by Leed F .

ecrizog the Titeta = 2ol alTng Uie Prizetple of Ewnrwd
eozpenia
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sion that your Majesty would prefer a i
) genuine report of t
feeling of the moment, however miniature, to a moIr)e artiﬁcitlg

and prepared statement.

Queen Victoria to Mr Disracls.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 14th November 1852,

The Queen has received with much satisfaction Mr Disracli's
letter of this day’s date, in which he informs her of his readiness
to provide efficiently for the defence of the country, the call
for which is very urgent. Lord Malmesbury, with whom the
Prince has talked very fully over this subject, will communi-
cate further with Mr Disraeli and Lord Derby on his return to

Town to-morrow.

The Marquis of Dalhousie to Queen Victoria.
GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 23rd November 1850,

The Governor-General still retains some hope of sceing
general peace restored in India before he quits it finally, as
your Majesty’s Ministers and the Court of Directors have some
time since requested him not to retire from its administration
in January next, as he had intended to do.

Many private considerations combined to draw him home-
wards, even though the honour and the advantages of rotaining
this Office were willingly recognised. But the gracious appro-
bation with which his services here have been viewed was a
sufficient motive for continuing them for some timo longer, if
they were thought profitable to the State.

Your Majesty has very recently been pleased to bestow upon
him a still further distinetion, which calls not merely for the
expression of his deep and humble gratitudo to your Majesty,
but for a further devotion to your Majesty’s service of whatever
power he may possess for promoting itrs interests. .

That your Majesty should prefer him at all to an Office of
such traditional distinction as the Wardenship was an honour
to which the Governor-General would never at any time have
dreamt of aspiring. But by conferring it upon him thus—
during his absence—and above all, by conferring it upon him
in immediate succession to one whom he must all his life regard
with reverence, affection, and gratitude—your Mnjesty hns
surrounded this honour with so much of honourable eircum-
stance that the Governor-General is wholly unable to give full
expression to the feclings with which he has received your

IMajesty’s goodness.
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‘The Governor-General is very sensible that in him, as Lord
Warden, your Majesty will have but a sorry successor to the
Duke of Wellington in every respect, save one. But in that
one respect: ly in deep d ion to your Mejesty’s Crown,
and to the true mterests of your Empire—the Governor-General
does not yield even to the Master he was long so proud to
follow.

In every part of India the highest honours have been paid
to the memory of the Duke of Wellington, which your Majesty’s
Empire 1 the East and 1ts armies could bestow,

Even the Native Powers have jomed in the homage to his
feme. In the mountains of Nepaul the same sad tribute was
rendered by the Maharajah as by ourselves, while in Mysore
the Ra)ah not only ﬁred mmute  guns m his honour, but even
"""""""""" wdan £anten? 49 ba stopped

' time among

. rth-western

border, there is entire tranquillity in India. The season has

been good, and the revenue 13 unprovin

Respectfully acknowledging the Jetter which ho had lately

the honour of receurmg from your Ma;esty, and the gracious

it o Lady D: who, though much

wmnproved in health, vnll be compelled to return to England 1n

Jennary, the Governor-General has the honour to subscribe

Limself with the utmost respect and gratitude, your Majesty’s

most obedient, most humble, and devoted Subject and Servant,
DarnoTsIE.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
TINDS0R CASTLE, 23rd Normber 1852

My DEaREST UNcLE,—What you say about Joinville has
interested us very much, and we have confidentially cormmuni-
cated it to Lord Derby, who is never alarmed enough, There
is, however, a belief that the Orleans family have been very
imprudent, end that Louis Napoleon hss heard things and
expressions used which did a great deal of harm, and Lord
Derby begzed me to warn them very strongly and earnestly
on this pont ; I cannot do much, but I think you might, for
in fact they might unintentionally compromise us scriouly. The
Government are rather shaky ; Disreeli has been imprudent
and blundering, and hes dons himself harm by a Speech he
mzde sbout the Duke of Wellington, which was borrowed from
en éloge by Thiers on a French Marshat 1111

1303l GorTion Se ST
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You will htwp heard from your children and from Charles

how very touching the ceremony both in and out of doors was
on the 18th. The behaviour of the millions assembled has been
the topic of general admiration, and the foreigners have all
assured me that they never could have believed suckh s number
of people could have shown such feeling, such respect, for not
a sound was heard ! I cannot say what a deep and wehmitiihige
impression it made on me ! It was a beautiful sight. In the
Cathedral it was much more touching still! The dear old
Duke ! he is an irreparable loss !
. We had a great dinner yesterday to all the Officers. There
is but one feeling of indignation and surprise at the conduct of
Austria ! in taking this opportunity to slight England in return
for what happened to Haynau ? for /iis own character. Ernest
Hohenlohe was extremely anxious you should know the reason
why he may possibly appear one evening at the Elysée (they
are gone for three or four days to Paris).

Louis Napoleon being excessively susceptible, and believing
us to be inimical towards him, we and the Government thought
it would not be wise or prudent for my brother-in-law, just
coming from here, purposely to avoid him and go out of his
way, which Louis Napoleon would immediately say was my
doing ; and unnecessary offence we do not wish to give; the
more so as Stockmar was presented to him at Strashurg, and
received the Légion d’honneur. I promised to explain this to
you, as Ernest was distressed lest he should appear to be tine-
serving, and I seid I was sure you would understand it.

I must end in & hurry, hoping to write again on Thursday
or Friday. Dear Stockmar is very well and most kind. He s
much pleased at your children spending some time with him
every day. Ever your devoted Niece, Vicroria R.

The Earl of Derby to Queen Victoria.

DOWNING STREET, 25th November 1852,
(Thursday, four PAL)

twith his humble duty, in obedience to your
Majesty’s gracious commands of this morning, proceeds tg
report to your Majesty what he finds to have taken place an
to be in contemplation ; but the accounts of the latter are
so conflicting and contradictory, that his report must be as
unsatisfactory to your Majesty as the state of the case is
unintelligible to himself.
1 In sending no representative to the funeral of the Dake of Wellington.

2 Bee ante, p. 267.

Lord Derby,
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On arriving in London, Lord Derby called on Mr Disracli,
and found that late last night he had had, by his own desire,
a private interview with Lord Palmegston, who had come to lus
Thouse with that object ; that Lord Falmerston's languago was

erfectly fnendly towards the Government ; that he assured
Mr Disraeli that his only object in offering Ins Amendment waa
todefeat Mr Villiers ; that if that could be done, it was a matter
of indifference to lim which Amendment was adopted ; and
he concluded by declaring that though he sat by Mr Sulney
Herbert in the House of Commons, and was an old personal
friend, he did not act in cencert wath him or with Mr Glad.
stone ; and that he did not see, on their part, any disposition
to approach the Government! After this declaration Me
Distaeli felt that it would bo useless and unwiso to sound him
farther as to his own ulterior views, and the convorsation led to
nothing.

As Lord Derby wasg walking home, he was overtaken by Lord
Jocelyn, who stated, in direct opposition to what had been said
by Lord Palmerston, thet he, and the othor two gontlemen
named, were consulted upon, and had coneocted the proposad
Amendment ; and that they were decidedy acting together.
He was present at & dinner of the Peelito Party yestorday at
Mr Wortley’s, when Speeches wero made, and languagoe held
about the reunion of the Conservative Party, resulting, how-
ever, 1n a declaration that if your Majesty’s servanta did not
accept Lord Palmerston's Amendment, they, ns & body, woull
vote in favour of Mr Villicrs. Lord Derby hes been farther
informed that they are willing to join the Government, but
that one of their conditions would be that Lord Palmerston
should lead the House of Commons, Mr Gladstone refusing to
serve under Mr Disraeli. This, if true, does not look like an
ebsence of all concert.

To completo the general confusion of Parties, tho Duke of
Bedford, who called on Lady Derby this morning, assures her
that Lord John Russell does not desiro thoe fall of your Majeaty's
present Government, and that in no eare will he enter into nny
combination with the Radical Party, n declaration guits at
variance with the course he has pursued since Parlinment pd,

Of course Lord Derby, in theso circumstances, has not tale g
any step whatever towards exercising tha discretion wih
which your Majesty was graciously pleased to entrurt §iizm this
morning.! He much regrets having to kend your Mefesty py
unsatisfactory a statement, and has deeired to Jsye 118 fxtart

1 The Quesn tad allowed Eim 1o enter Into nepotlations with te Surline s Suef

Talmerston on the distinet uxdervtinditg that the lutter ould Lk tesine bur mug of
House of Conmons,
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intelligence sent up to him of what ma i

] Y Pass in the H
Commons, and he will endeavour to keep your Majesty in})::rie(g
of any new occurrence which any hour may produce.

Half-past siz.

Lord Derby has just heard from the House of
that Sir James Graham has given the history of the fgﬁ;ngo 3?
the Amendment, and has expressed his intention, if Lord
Palmerston’s Amendment be accepted, to advise Mr Villiers
to withdraw. Mr Gladstone has held the same language ;
there appears to be much difference of opinion, but Lord
Derby would think that the probable result will be the adoption
of Lovd Palmerston’s proposition. He fears this will lead
to a good deal of discontent among the supporters of the
Government ; but a different course would run imminent risk

of defeat.

Mr Disraeli to Queen Victoria.

HOUSE OF COMMONS, 26th November 1852,
(Half-past one o’clock ALY

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, with his humble duty to
your Majesty, reports to your Majesty that the House of
Commons has this moment divided on Mr Villiers’ resolution,
and in 8 House of nearly 600 members they have been rejected
by a majority of 801

The debate was very animated and amusing, from the rival
narratives of the principal projectors of the demonstration,
who, having quarrelled among themselves, entered into secret
and—in a Party sense—somewhat scandalous revelations, to
the diversion and sometimes astonishment of the House.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer deeply regrets that, having
been obliged to quit the House early yesterday, he was unable
to forward a bulletin to your Majesty.

He has fixed next Friday for the Budget.

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 28th Norember 1852

Before the Council held yesterday we saw Lord Derby, who
seemed much pleased with the result of the Division, though
a good deal galled by the tone of the Debate.

Lord Derby had heard it said that Mr Sidney Herbert,

1 Lord Palmerston’s Amendment (see ante, p. 399) was carried instead, and Protection
was thenceforward abandoned by Mr Disraeli and his followers,
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althongh very bitter in his language, had not meant to be
hostile to the Government, but felt that he owed the duty to
speak out to the memory of Sir Robert Peel; that he was glad
to have thrown the load off his mind, Lord Derby then read
us & letter from Lord Claud Hamilton. who had seen Mr Corry
(one of the Peelites), who had given lum to understand that
they would not serve under the leadership of Mr Disraeli ; that
they were ready, on the other hand, to serve under Lord
Palmerston. This put all further negotiation out of the
questton, for, mdependently of the Queen objecting to such
an arrangement, he himself could not admit of 1t. On my
question why Mr Gladstone could not lead, he replied that
Mr Gladstone was, 1o his opwion, quite unfit for 1t , he had
none of that decision, boldness, readiness, and clearness which
was necessary to lead a Party, to inspire 1t with confidence,
and, still {more]), to take at times a dccision on the spur of the
moment, which a leader had often to do. Then le saic that
he could not in honour sacrifice Mr Disraeli, who had acted
very straightforwardly to him aslong es they had had anything
to do with each other, and who possessed the confidence of his
followers. Mr Disraeli had no 1dea of giving up the lead.

We could qute understand, on the other hand, that the
colleagues of Sir Robert Peel could not feel inclined to serve
under Mr Disraeh.

Under theso circumstances we agreed that nothing should be
done at present, and that it must be left to time to operate
changes, that much must depend upon the success which M=
Disraeli may have with his Budget, and that the knowlaizs
that Lord Palmerston could not obtain the lead would oblizs
those who wished to join to think of a different combinatua

Lord Derby owned (upon my blunt question) that he thd aot
think Mr Disrael hed ever had a strong feeknz. 2
the other, about Protection or Free Trade, £nd =
meke a very good Freo Trade Minister.

The Queen was anxious to know what Lord Trwbr Thomehe
Lord George Bentinck (if now alive) woxid Shes eane
junction. Lord Derby’s expression was * 3= v
confusion worse confounded *’ from b zeessrer vidkmze,

Samrme,

Queen Victorig 1o fhe =" ¢ "I e,

Tho Queen has rersivel I
turns the encloszrs Sony Too
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stances the course recommended to bo pursucd by Lord
Mqlmesburyl appears also to the Queen as the Dest. I¢ s
_evident that we have no means of making Louis Napoleon sav
what he will not, nor would any diplomatic form of obtaining:
an assurance from him give us any guaranteo of his not doing
after all exactly what he pleases. Our honour appears there.
fore to be best in our own keeping. Whatever he may sav,
it is in our note of recognition that wo must state what we recog-
nise and what we do not recognise. )

The Earl of Derby to Queen Victoria.

ST JAMES'S SQUARE, Srd Dresmiher 1370,
(Friday nizlt, tirclee o'elrel YD

Lord Derby, with his humble duty, ventures to hope that
your Majesty may feel some interest in hearing, so far ns he
is able to give it, his impression of the effect of Mr Disracli's
announcement of the Budget 2 this evening. Lord Derby was
not able to hear quite the commencement of the Speech, having
been obliged to attend the House of Lords, which, however,
was up et a quarter past five, Mr Disracli having then heen
speaking about half an hour. From that time till ten, when
he sat down, Lord Derby was in the House of Commons, and
anxiously watching the effect produced, which he ventures 1o
assure your Majesty was most favourable, according to his
own judgment after some considerablo experienco in Parlin-
ment, and also from what ho heard from others. Mr Disraeld
spoke for about five hours, with no apparent cffort, with
perfect self-possession, and with hardly an exception to the
fixed attention with which tho Houso listened Lo the exposition
of the views of your Majesty’s scrvants. It was altopether o
most masterly performance, and he kept alive the ntteatton af
the House with the greatest ability, introducing the moat
important statoments, and the broadest principles of lmgw{n-
ture, just at tho moments when ho had p.\'c;tnd t_‘!m gr‘v:xt. N
anxicty to learn the precise measures which the (.m-«:rmn-:uE
intended to introduce. The Irish part of thne queition w f‘,'
dealt with with remarkable dexterity, though probably a great
part of the point will be lost in the newspaper rr‘pn;‘t:‘.' »';l»l:
difficult to foresee the ultimate rezult, but Lard Derby hus nio
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should come down here with Lord Malmesbur

Th
next, and we should receive them at half-past an.n WZr:vdi(sZg
then that they should all three dine and sleep here that day.

Queen Victoria to the Earl of Malmesbury.
OSBORNE, 8th December 1852,

. The Queen was very much surprised to receive this morning
in & box from Lord Malmesbury, without any further explana-
tion, a secret Protocol! signed by the representatives of the
four great Powers at the Foreign Office on the 3rd instant.

A step of such importance should not have been taken without
even the intention of it having been previously mentioned
to the Queen, and her leave having been obtained. She must
therefore ask for an explanation from Lord Malmesbury.
Though the purport of the Protocol appears to the Queen quite
right, she ought not to allow the honour of England to be
pledged by her Minister without her sanction.

The exact wording of a document of that nature is & matter
of such serious importance that it requires the greatest
consideration, and it is a question with the Queen whether
it be always quite safe to adopt entirely what is proposed
by Baron Brunnow, who is generally the rédacteur of such

documents.

The Earl of Malmesbury to Queen Victoria.
FOREIGN OFFICE, 13th December 1852,

Lord Malmesbury presents his humble duty to the Queen.
He thought it advisable to acquaint your Majesty as soon as
possible with a conversation which Count Walewski had held
of his own accord in reference to Her Serene Highness the
Princess Adelaide of Hohenlohe,? and he requested Lord Derby

to repeat it to your Majesty.

Logd Malmeg;)ury wgs n};t mistaken in believing that the
Count had not alluded idly to the subject, as he this day called
on Lord Malmesbury, and stated to him that the Emperor of
the French had not decided to negotiate a marriage with tho
Princess of Wasa ; 3 but, on the contrary, was rather averse to
such an alliance ; that he was anxious, on the contrary, to

1 By this Protocol Louis Napoleon was to be recognised as Emperor by Great Britain,

A B oo Iz{iuSSi;'t f Princess Hohenlohe.
2 ’s niece, danghter o ohe. .
3 %2 ggfxilési I(1',}::rol’x'ne Stéphanie, daughter of Prince Gustavus de Wasa, who was 500
of the last King of Sweden of the earlier dynasty.
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make one which indirectly “ resserrerait les Liens d'amitié entre
UAngleterre et la France,” and that with this view ho wished
Tord Malmesbury to ascertain from your Majesty whether
Ao Alamtennn A hn o fand e dTan smanb ~F sraven Mongben mo ol

submit the French Emperor's sentiments to your Majesty,
and he added that he foresew a serious difficulty to the
project 1n the fact that the Princess was a Protestant.
Count Walewsla was evidently sincere 1n the earnestness with
which he spoke of the subject, and the impatience with which
he pressed Lord Malmesbury to inform your Majesty of his
proposal.

Queen Victoria to the Earl of Derby.
OSPORNE, 14tk December 1852

The Queen sends to Lord Derby a communication which
she has received from Lord Malmesbury.

The Queen is sorry to have been put in a situation which
requires on her part a direct answer, which to have been gpared
would have been in every respect more prudent and safe. As
it is, however, the Queen 13 fully aware that the answer sho
is forced to give may really have, or may hereafter he made
appear to have, political consequences disadvantageous to our
political relations with France, and injurious to the Queen's
personal character.

The Queen therefore encloses for Lord Derby a draft of the
enswer she intends to give to Lord Malmesbury,! asking that
Lord Derby will not only give these matters his fullest con-
sideration, but that he will return to the Queen the draft as
soon es possible, with such of his sugeestions or alterations as
he may think advisable to propose to her.

The Queen must also express ber decided wish that Lord

Quarn Tutona &3 the Evl of Malmeihwry
02z, 1N Decerter 1832
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the Queen must also have the opposite effect.  The respon-
sibility of having produced thls eﬁect would rest personally with
~¢ bamne heonoht jt about,
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consult his Colleagues, for which purpose he has desired thet
& Cabinet should be summoned for twelve o'clock, he car
entertain no doubt but that their opinion will unanimousy
concur with his own ; that he must humbly ask leave toresin
into your Majesty’s hands the high trust which your Majesty
has been pleased to repose in him. Lord Derby, with your
Majesty’s permission, will endeavour to do himself the honeur
of attending your Majesty’s pleasure this evening; but it is
possible that he may not be able to find the means or crossing!
in which case he trusts that your Majesty will honour him
with an audience to-morrow (Saturday) morning. Lord Derby
trusts he need not assure your Majesty how deeply he fecls t_h-:
inconvenience and annoyance which this event will occasion
to your Majesty, nor how anxious will be his desire that your
Majesty should be enabled with the least possible delay to
form an Administration possessing more of the public con-
fidence. He will never cease to retain the deepest fmd mos?
grateful sense of the gracious favour and support which he hes
on all occasions received at your Majesty’s hands, and wlnc!:
he deeply regrets that he has been unable to repay by longe
and more efficient service.

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
OSBORSE, 180 Decrm'er 1852

Yesterday evening Lord Derby arrived from Town fyommq“';“
to tender his resignation. We retired to the Queens r(.\‘:._
after dinner with him to hear what he had to say on th-t‘ C\;l)‘
He complained of the factiousness of the Opposition, \xhwi | ;t?
and his Party hoped, however, not to imitate; was rf“]‘ -‘““:
support, as far as he could. any Administration whl}“{ :\n‘i':i
sincerely anxious to check the growth of democracy. p o
his calculations at the close of the Elcctions had been Hih
almost to a man verified in the late vote : 286 members ‘PO“”;*:
with the Government, and these were their regular sur’{’f";f';ﬂ;
the other half of the House was composed of 150 Rnd'uﬂ_“- T
of the so-called Irish Brigade, 120 Whigs, and 30 I’colxw? "
was clear that, if all these combined, he would be olultz.:"iﬁ':
though none of theso Parties alone numbered as much (et
of his. However, he had heard lately irom gooc? mlq t 4:".!::
that the Whigs and Peclites had come to an agreeat®h
were ready to form an Administration on Consert ﬂf'l‘,;,ﬁ!d. if
ciples, to “the exclusion of the Radicals, under ‘{Kmm;ilt,
Lord Aberdcen. Although only 150 strong, they (Hf

1 To O-Lorne,
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that with all the talent they had at their command, they would
be able to obtamn the confidence of the country, and hold the
balance between the two extreme Parties in the House. Ho
felt that after having failed to obtain the confidence of Parha-
ment himself, he could do nothing else than retire at once,
and he advised the Queen to send for Lord Lansdowne, who
knew better than anybody the state of Parties, and would give
the best advice. He did not advise the Queen to send for
Lord Aberdeen at once, because, i it were reported that he
had given this sdvice, many of his Party—who had already
been distressed at his declaration to them that 1f he was de-
feated he would withdraw from public life—would think 1t
necessary to yom Lord Aberdeen as thewr new apponted leader ,
and then the other half, which felt the deepest mdignation
at the treatment they had received from the Peelites, would
throw themselves mto a reckless alliance with the Radicals,
to revenge themselves upon the new Government, so the great
Conservative Party would be broken up, which 1t was so
essential for the country to keep together and moderate.

I interrupted Lord Derby, saying that, constitutionally
speaking, it did not rest with him to give advice and become
responsible for it, and that nobody therefore could properly
throw the responsibility of the Queen’s choice of a new Mimster

T A T T * 7 »Lord Lans-

Derby said,

. . eaking, the

Bovereign acted upon her own responsibility, but 1t was always

said on such occasions, for instance, * Lord John advised the
Queen to send for Lord Derby,” etc, etc.

He then gave 1t rather jokingly as his opinion that he thought
less than 32 could hardly be the number of the new Cabinet,
s0 many former Ministers would expect to be taken in; the
Whigs said 36. Lord John Russell was designated for the
Home Office, Lord Canning for the Foreign, Mr Gladstone for
the Colomal Department, Lord Clanricarde for the Post Office,
Lord Granville for Treland. These were the reports.

ALBERT.

Queen Victoria to the Marquis of Lansdowne.
OSBORNE, 18(h Decomber 1832,
The Queen has received Lord Lansdowne’s letter, from
which she was very sorry to lesrn that he is suffering from
the gout. Although the Queen was very anxious to have
consulted with him before taking a definite step for the forma-
tion of a new Gov e on the resi ion of
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consult his Colleagues, for which purpose he has desired that

a Cabinet should be summoned for twelve o’clock, he can

ontertain no doubt but that their opinion will unanimously

concur with his own ; that he must humbly ask leave toresign
into your Majesty’s hands the high trust which your Majesty

has been pleased to repose in him. ILord Derby, with your

Majesty’s permission, will endeavour to do himself the honour

of attending your Majesty’'s pleasure this evening; but it is

possible that he may not be able to find the means of crossing,!

in which caso he trusts that your Majesty will honour him

with an audience to-morrow (Saturday) morning. Lord Derby

trusts he need not assure your Majesty how deeply he feels the

inconvenience and annoyance which this event will occasion

to your Majesty, nor how anxious will be his desire that your
Majesty should be enabled with the least possible delay to
form an Administration possessing more of the public con-

fidence. He will never cease to retain the deepest and most
grateful sense of the gracious favour and support which he has
on all occasions received at your Majesty’s hands, and which

he deeply regrets that he has been unable to repay by longer
and more efficient service.

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
OSBORNE, 18th December 1852

Yesterday evening Lord Derby arrived from Town f’ormaHY
to tender his resignation. We retired to the Queen’s room
after dinner with him to hear what he had to say on the crisis.
He complained of the factiousness of the Opposition, which he
and his Party hoped, however, not to imitate; was ready
support, as far as he could, any Administration which W{*g
sincerely anxious to check the growth of democracy. He Sﬂld
his calculations at the close of the Elections had been fou.n
almost to a man verified in the late vote : 286 members votmg:
with the Government, and these were their regular supporterzé
the other half of the House was composed of 150 Rad.lca]s,
of the so-called Irish Brigade, 120 Whigs, and 30 Peelites. .
was clear that, if all these combined, he would be outvoted,
though none of these Parties alone numbered as much as l'i
of his. However, he had heard lately from good authorlny
that the Whigs and Peelites had come to an agreement, gin-'
were ready to form an Administration on Conservative I:i of
ciples, to the exclusion of the Radicals, under the lea nt
Lord Aberdeen. Although only 150 strong, they thoughty

1 To Osborne.
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Lord Derby, she would have been very unhappy if Lord
Lansdowne had exposed his health to any risk in order to
gratify her wishes. Time pressing, she has now sent a tele-
graphic messago to Lord Aberdeen to come down here alone,
which, from the terms of the Queen’s first surnmons, he had
thought himself precluded from doing. Should Lord Lans-
downe not bo able to move soon, Lord Aberdeen will confer
"is"ith him by the Queen’s desire immediately on his return to
owWn.

Mcemorandum by the Prince Albert.
OSBORNE, 19th December 1852.

Lord Aboerdeen arrived hero at three o’clock and reported
that he had seen Lord Lansdowne, and had come to a perfect
understanding with him; he had also consulted with his
friends, and with Lord Johd Russell. It would now depend
upon the decision of the Queen whom she would charge with
the formation of & Government. The Queen answered that
she thought Lord Lansdowne was too old and infirm to under-
take such arduous duties, and that she commissioned Lord
Aberdeen. Ho replied he was fully aware of his own unworthi-
ness for the task, and had expressed his disinclination to Lord
Lansdowne, shile Lord Lansdowne, on the other hand, had
pressed him to take the responsibility himself ; but since the
Queen had commissioned him, he wished to say that it was
of the greatest importance that only one person should be
charged with the task and be responsible for it, and that the
new (Government should not be a revival of the old Whig
Cabinet with an addition of some Peelites, but should be a
liberal Conservative Government in the sense of that of Sir
Robert Peel ; he thought this would meet with the confidence
of the country, even if excluding the Radicals. Lord Aberdeen
said he meant to propose to the Queen Lord John Russell as
Leader of the House of Commons and Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs, which ke thinks he would accept. (The Queen
sanctioned this.) He would then consult Lord John upon his
appointments, but he (Lord Aberdeen) would be responsible,
taking care that Lord John should be satisfied. There was
no doubt that Lord John had full claims to be Prime Minister
again, but that he could give him no greater proof of confidence,
having been his opponent all his life, thaq to give him the lead
of the House of Commons, which made him virtually as much
,Prime Minister as he pleased, and the Foreign Office combined
with it would satisfy Lord John as following the precedent of
Mr Fox. The Peelites would not have served under Lord
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Lord Lansdowne and Lord John Russell, and found them in
the same disposition with respect to the formation of the new
Administration. This morning, however, Lord John Russell,
partly from an apprehension of the fatigue of the Foreign
Office, and partly from the effect likely to be produced on his
political friends by his acceptance of office, has expressed his
unwillingness to form part of the Administration, although
anxious to give it his best support. Lord Aberdeen has dis-
cussed this matter very fully with Lord John, and has re-
quested him not to decide finally until to-morrow morning,
which he had promised accordingly. In the meantime, Lord
Aberdeen humbly submits to your Majesty that his position
is materially affected by this irresolution on the part of Lord
John. Had he not felt warranted in relying upon Lord Jobn’s
co-operation, he would not have ventured to speak to your
Majesty with the confidence he yesterday evinced. With the
most earnest desire to devote himself to your Majesty’s service,
it becomes doubtful whether he could honestly venture to
attempt the execution of your Majesty’s commands should
Lord John persevere in his present intention. At all events,
nothing further can be done until this matter shall be decided ;
and Lord Aberdeen will have the honour of reporting the result
to your Majesty.

Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria.
CHESHAM PLACE, 20th December 1852,

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Mayj esty,
and is grateful for your Majesty’s condescension in informing
him that your Majesty has charged the Earl of Aberdeen with
the duty of constructing a Government.

Lord John Russell is desirous of seeing a durable Govern-
ment, and he will consider with the utmost care how far he
can, consistently with his own honour and his health and
strength, contribute to this end.t

Mr Disraeli to the Prince Albert.
DOWNING STREET, 20th December 1852,

Str,—T have the honour to return to your Royal Highness
the State paper ? which your Royal Highness entrusted to me.
I have not presumed to keep a copy of it, but my memory 18

1 He consulted Lord Lansdowne, and Macaulay, happening to call, threw his inﬂngn;c

into the scale in favour of his serving under Aberdeen (Walpole's Russell, chap. xxiii.).
2 Itis imapgslsxilble to ascertain what this was ; it was probably one of the Prince’s political

Memoranda.
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familiar swith 1ts contents, and in case hereafter there may bo
any opportunity formed to forward the views of your Royal
Highness in this respect, I may perhaps be permitted, if neces-
sary, again to refer to the document.

I hope I am not presumptuous if, on this occasion, I offer
to your Royal Highness my grateful acknowledgments of the
condescending kindness which I have received from your Royal

Highness.
X may, perhaps, be permitted to say that the views whlch
your Royal Highness had loped to e in

conversation have not fallen on an ungrateful sol. I shall
ever remember with interest and admiration the princely mind
in the princely person, and shall at all times be prepared to
prove to your Royal Highness my devotion. I have the
honour to remain, 8ir, your Boyal Highnesa's most obedient
Servant, B. DisraELL

The Earl of Aberdeen to Queen Victorwa.
LoNDON, 20¢h Decersber 1352
Lord Aberdeen, with his humble duty, begs to inform your
Majesty that Lord Jo!m Russell has ﬁnally demded not to
-

e

m vain. Lord John proposes to be in the Labinet, without
office, but to lead the Government business in the House of
Commons. Lord Aberdeen thmnks this arrangement objec-
tionable, and a novelty, although the Duke of Wellington
was Leader in the House of Lords for two years without office

emn Pnsnandnnin.Chisf  TF tha arraneement

Ui ouu sy as
makes this announcement to your \Iu;ﬁty as his own position
is greatly \veakened by this change 3 but he does not thick it

4 reason for ab the pt to serve your
\Iu]esty, which he feared might have been the case if Lord
John had persevered in his intention of not forming part of
the Administration,

Queen Victoria to the Earl of Derby.
OSDOBNE, 21 Decernber 1852
The Queen has to acknowledge the receipt of Lord Derby’s
letter. She has since read his Speech m the House of Lords
VOL. I b
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announcing his resignation most attentively, and must express
her' doubts, whether that Speech was calculated to render
casier the difficult task which has been thrown upon the Queen
by the resignation of her late Government.!

Queen Victoria to the Earl of Aberdeen.
OSBORNE, 218¢ December 1852,

The Queen received Lord Aberdeen’s letter early this morn-
ing, the contents of which have filled her with no little anxiety.

Still, she relies on the spirit of patriotism which she knows
animates all the parties concerned, and which she feels sure
will ultimately prevail over all difficulties, and enable a strong
Government to be formed, which the country so earnestly
demands and requires. The Queen is not surprised at Lord
John Russell’s fearing the fatigue of the Foreign Office, to-
gether with the lead in the House of Commons, which Lord
Aberdeen’s wish to show him entire confidence had prompted
him to offer to Lord John; but this difficulty, she trusts
might easily be obviated. We intend leaving this place for
Windsor to-morrow morning, and being there by two o’clock.

The Queen would wish to see Lord Aberdeen there in the
course of the afternoon—either at three, four, or five—which-
ever time is most convenient to him, and requests him to let
her find a line from him on her arrival, informing her of the
hour at which he will come. Any letter, however, sent by the
bag to-night or by a messenger will reach the Queen here to-
morrow morning, as we do not go before a quarter to ten, and
the Queen trusts therefore that Lord Aberdeen will let her
hear as soon as possible how matters stand.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
OSBORNE, 21st December 1852.

My DEAREST UNCLE,—Many thanks for your dear and kind
letter of the 17th, which was as ever full of love and affection R
but you know very well that your affectionate child will never
allow any mention of your * leaving the premises.” You
know—+too well—how sacred duties of any kind are, anfi above
all, those of a King, and in these days ; and how impossible it is
for us fo shirk or abandon any of those duties which God has
imposed on us.

1 Lord Derby severely attacked Lord Aberdeen, in his absence, and declared himsell
the victim of a factious combination.
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You will have heard of our crisis, and of the resignation of
the Government ; its overthrow was inevitable ; but wo must
now get a strong and durable Government, one combined of
the best Conservatives and Liberals, which is what the country
expects, demands, and requres. Lord Aberdeen has under-
taken the task, but I eannot yet announoe, a3 I wish I counld,
the formation of the new Government. Ever your devoted
Niece, Vicrorta R.

You will receive a small parcel for my dear Charlotte for
Christmas Eve, and I have directed some prize Christmas beef
to be forwarded to Leo, which I hope he will spprove of

The Earl of Derby to Quesn Victoria.
T Jaxe3 §Qrary, 22nd Decrmier 1932,

Lord Derby, with his humble duty, learas with the decpest
rezret, by the note which he bas just had the honour of recey-
inz, that the statement which he felt it his duty to make in the
House of Lords has sppeared to your Majesty not calculated
to render easier the difficult tzak which has be::n thrown upon
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such a sense as to enable him to give to the Government his
independent support ; and in the meantime it is his determina-
tion honestly to undertake the task, difficult as it must be, of
keeping together a powerful Party, without the excitement of
opposition to & Government by which their own leaders have
been superseded, and of some members of which -they think
they have reason to complain ; and even to induce that Party
to give it their support, whenever they can do so consistently
with their own conscientious convictions.

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 22nd December 1852,

We arrived here from Osborne at half-past one, and saw Lord
Aberdeen at half-past five, who reported the progress he had
made in the formation of his Government.

The Chancellorship.—He had hoped to be able to offer to Lord
St Leonards to remain, but Lord John Russell insisted, on the
part of his Party (which he personally regretted to have to do),
that the Chancellor should be a Liberal ; Lord Aberdeen in
consequence recommended Lord Cranworth.

The Presidency of the Council.—The Duke of Newecastle, who
might have done for Ireland, but whose presence in the House
of Lords would be a great support to Lord Aberdeen.

The Privy Seal.—The Duke of Argyll, to whom he had,
however, not yet applied.

The Secretaries of State.—It appeared that Lord Palmerston’
had repented of his decision, for he had addressed Lord Lans-
downe, and told him that he gave him his proxy—putting him-
self entirely into his hands, feeling sure that he would take care
of his honour. Lord Lansdowne, who had been throughout
very kind in his exertions to bring about the junction of Parties,
was now engaged to prevail upon him to take the Home Office.
We congratulated Lord Aberdeen upon this symptom, which
augured confidence in his success. Lord Aberdeen said that
when he saw Lord Palmerston, who then declined office,
nothing could have exceeded the expressions of his cordiality ;
he had even reminded him that in fact they were great friends
(1 1'1) of sixty years’ standing, having been at school together.
We could not help laughing heartily at the Harrow Boys ax}d
their friendship. The Foreign Office Lord John had again
positively refused, contrary to the advice of all his friends, and
to please Lady John. This arrangement failing, Lord Claren-
don was to undertake it, but Lord Clarendon was now gono
himself to try to persuade Lord, or rather Lady, John to accept
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—at least temporarily—declaring his readiness to tako it off his
hands at any time if he should find the work too heavy., Lord
Aberdeen had no hope, however, of Lord Clarondon’s suceess,
Then there would come the grave Constitutional Question of
establishing the novelty of a Leader m tho Houso of Commons
whe held no office. Lord John hed seen the danger of being

for it would still be considered unconstitutional that he should
lead the business of the Government in the Houso of Commons
without the responsibility of office. The Leader of the House
of Cc was an ir ible person, and Lord John’s
saying: “I shall reprweut you (Lord Aberdeen) in the House
of Commons,” would be equally unconstitutional. Lord John
must therefore be prevailed upon to take the Chancellorship of
the Duchy of Lancaster, though hc {felt no inclination to become
the of Mr Chri Lord Aberdeen read a
Memorandum of Lord John's, contmmng his political views on
the crisis and the principles of the new Government, of which
Le is to send the Queen a copy.

For the Colonial Office.—Lord Aberdeen wavered between
Sir J. Graham and Mr Gladstone ; either could be this, or
Chancellor of the Exchequer. Lord John wished 8ir James as
Chancellor of the Exchequer. We argued the greater cepa-
bilities of Sir James for the Administration of the Colonies,
and Mr (ladstone for the Finances.

llor of the Excheque; herefore, Mr Glad

Admxmz: y—Mr Sidney Her!

Board of Control—Sir C. “'oo(L

Board of Trade—Lord Granville.

Board of Works—Sir F. Baring.

{Baring and Wood beinz the two men whom Lord John had
icsisted on kaving on the Treasury Bench sitting by his side.)

Postmaster—Lord Cagning.

Secretary-at-Wer—3r Cardwell

These would form the Cabinct, Tpon Ircland ro decidon
tad been come to, thouzh Lord Granville was gensrally printed
cut 23 tke best Lord-Lieutenant.

Lord Aberdeen wes very mush pleased with the entire cnne

Edence existing be‘an him and Lord John. The Bod
would be & formidable dificulty, &5 in fact the Goverr.

would be an Ineome Tex Gevernment.
Lord Derhy’s intemperate and treststitutinnal betavivess
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would do no good to the Government ; many of his friends were
disgusted. Lord Clanwilliam had called his speech in the
House of Lords ““ a great outrage.” The Radicals might be
conciliated in some of the lower Offices by the appointment of
Mr Charles Villiers, Sir William Molesworth, and others.

The Earl of Malmesbury to Queen Victoria.
FOREIGN OFFICE, 23rd December 1852,

Lord Malmesbury presents his humble duty to the Queen,
and considers it right to inform your Majesty that Count
Walewski again asked him yesterday where the Prince of
Hohenlohe was now residing, adding that it was the intention
of the Emperor to send a person to see him, and ascertain his
feelings with respect to 2 marriage between him and the Princess
Adclaide. Lord Malmesbury confined himself to replying that
he did not know. Lord Malmesbury might perhaps in his
private capacity endeavour to discourage these advances, but
as long as he has the honour of being one of your Majesty’s
Ministers, it appears to him that your Majesty will be personally
the least committed by his interfering as little as possible in the
matter.

The Emperor is becoming extremely irritable at the delay of
the three great Powers in recognising the Empire, and he bas
said to M. Hiibner that, as they had plenty of time to agree
among themselves what course they should pursue when it
was proclaimed, he cannot understand how Austria and Prussia
can in the face of Europe humiliate themselves by waiting for
the orders of Russia—** les ordres de la Russie.”

Queen Victoria to the Earl of Malmesbury.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 23rd December 1852,

The Queen has received Lord Malmegbury’s letter. She
thinks he is acting very judiciously in giving Count Walewski
no advice whatever as long as he holds the Seals of Office.

Queen Victoria to the Earl of Aberdeen.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 23rd December 1852,

The Queen has received Lord Aberdeen’s communication of

this morning, and was pleased to hear that Lord John has
finally accepted the Foreign Office. She has also received the
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second communication, with the List of the distribution of
Offices. The Queen thinks it of such importance that the
Cabinet should be now announced to the world as complete,
that she is unwilling to throw any difficulties in the way. At
the same time, she must observe that in some instances the
changes are, in her opinion, not for the better. Sir J. Graham
will be very unpopular m the Navy ; his achievements at the
Admiralty in former times! were all retrenchments, and have
since proved in many instances injurious to the Service The
Secretary-at-War ought properly to be left out of the Cabinet
for the well working of the Army ; 2 the President of the Board
of Trade has always been in the Cabinet, and in Lord Granville’s
case, even the Vice-President. Lord Granville will have &
difficulty as Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, heing one
of the chief lessees of the Duchy, and, the Queen believes, even
engaged in & law-suit against it, The Queen has no objection
to Sir Wilkam Molesworth 2 at the Office of Works. She hepes
that the Presidency of the Council will be filled at once, for
which Lord Clarenden would be best.

Amongst the Under-Secretaries of State, the Queen wishes
merely to express her objection at seeing Mr B. Oshorne ¢ at
the Foreign Office The Queen sees Lord Chandos's 5 name
&s Secretary to the Treasury ; she would be very much pleased
to see his services secured. All the other proposals she
approves.

The Queen must repeat in conclusion that she considers the
rapid completion of the Government of the first importance,
even if none of the points the Queen has alluded to should be
amended.

Queen Vicloria to the Earl of Aberdcen.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 24th December 1852,
The Queen has this moment. received Lord Aberdeen’s letter,
reporting that new difficulties have arisen in the completion of
the Government by new proposals made by Lord John Russell,
since the Queen’s sanction had been given to the arrangements
submitted to her by Lord Aberdeen, which had then been agreed
to by Lord John Russell. The Queen begins to fear serious
. P
.
' . . Ll . T - i [EEI '

. Afterwards, 89 Duke of Buckingham, Secretary for the Colonies and Governor of
adras, B
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mischicf from the long duration of the crisis. It must weaken
the prestige of the new Government, and, instead of smoothing
difficulties, is, from the nature of things, rather calculated to
invite new ones. The Queen has, in her letter of yesterday,
stated some objections she felt, but added that she would waive
them all for tho satisfaction of the immediate want of the
country (a strong Government), and she must express her hope
that political parties will not fall short in patriotic spirit of the
example she has thus herself set.

Qucen Victoria to the Earl of Aberdeen.
[Drajt—from recollection.]
W INDSOR CASTLE, 24th December 1852.

The Queen has received Lord Aberdeen’s letter of this after-
noon. and is very glad to hear that he has overcome the diffi-
culties which he mentioned this morning, and that he has
sceured the serviees of Lord Lansdowne in the Cabinet. She
hopes, however, that Lord Aberdeen will remain firm on the
other points, as difficulties are never overcome by yielding
to more than can be fairly demanded.

Memorandum by Queen Victoria.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 25th December 1852,

Lord Aberdeen came this afternoon to announce the com-
pletion of his Cabinet.

From many of them answers have not yet been received.

The day before it looked very bad. Lord John Russell had
sent in such a list of persons whom he required in the Cabinet
(Sir Francis Baring, Sir George Grey, etc., etc.), that, having
been very yielding hitherto, Lord Aberdeen was obliged to be
peremptory in his refusal. Now that the Cabinet was formed
on a due proportion, he was inclined to let Lord John have his
own way pretty much with regard to the minor Offices, con-
sidering that he brought 250 followers, and he (Lord Aberdeen)
only 50.

It was to Lord Clarendon that the persuasion of Lady John
was finally due, but Lord Aberdeen had to add his own promise
to that of Lord Clarendon, that the latter would take the Foreign
Ofice whenever she thought Lord John ought to be relieved
from it.

Lady Palmerston had been most anxious to bring her
husband into office again ; Lord Aberdeen had seen the first
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symptom of their joint wish in the earnestness with which
Lord Palmerston’s friends declared in all places that, had he
been well enough, he would certainly have voted against the
Government.

Lord Lansdowne’s exertions and Lord Clarendon’s dis-
interestedness were beyond all praise.

Of the Derbyutes, he heard that most of them would be very
quiet, and many would be very friendly.

Lord Breadalbane is to be Lord Chamberlain  We recom-
mend & trial to get Lord Jersey to remain as Master of the
Horse. Vicroria R.

The Prince Albert to the Earl of Aberdeen.
WISDSOR CASTLE, 20th December 1852,

My DEAR LorD ABERDEEN,—I have heard rumours of some
appointments in the Household, for which the wrnts are to be
moved to-morrow. As you have not yet placed before the Queen
your recommendations, I merely write this to you, fearing
that the * Whig Party " may deal out places before you have
had an opportunity of taking the Queen’s pleasure. Ever
yours truly, ALBERT.

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
WISDSOR CASILE, 27th December 1832,

Lord Derby had his audience of leave yesterday afternoon.
He repeated his thanks to the Queen for the support and coun-
tenance she had given him throughout the period he had been
allowed to serve her, adding his regrets that his services could
not have been more efficient or longer. One thing only dis-
tressed him in taking leave, and that was the idea that the
Queen might think he had ily raised di Ities to
the formation of a new Government by his Speech in the House
of Lords. Now, it had been incumbent upon him to show to
his Party that he had not quitted office on light grounds, after
the sacrifices of opinion they had brought in order to support
him ; he had to prove that the vote in the House of Commons
was not an accidental vote, but the preconcerted Union of all
Parties (in opposition) against him, which gave them a real
majority. We replied that it was not his opinion on the late
divizion, to the expression of which the Queen had objected, but
to that of an opinion on the character of the new Government
which the Queen had not yet formed. It was of the greatest

YOrL. It 14*
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importanes to keep that in suspense, and the declaration that
Lord Derby knew Lord Aberdeen to profess Conservative
opinions of hi own (Lord Derby's) shade, bad at once given the
alurin to the Radieals, and made them insist upon a greater
proportion of Liberals in the Cebinet.  Tord Derby rejoined
he had expressed his doubtz as to how these differences could
be reconeiled 3 nnd he did not see now how this was to be done.
Hew could Lord Aberdeen and Lord John Russell agree upon
the Forcign Policy, for instance 2 The Queen replied that
Lord JJohn's vimws were very sound and moderate, and that the
line of Foreign Policy he had formerly had to pursue had been
foreed upon him by Lord Palmerston, who had never left o
question for the decision of the Cabinet to which he had not
alrendy given a deeided bins,

Did Lord Derby know that Lord Palmerston gave it out
everywhere that, had he been well enough, he should certainly
have voted against the Government ? Lord Derby could only
sny that hie had allowed his =on-in-law, Lord Jocelyn, to go to
Ttaly under the firm conviction that Lord Palmerston would
refuse to join Lord Aberdeen or Lord John Russell !

Lord Derby took leave after five o’clock.
ALBERT.

The Countrss of Dcrby to the Marclhioness of Elyt

ST JaMr's SQUARE, 27tk December 1852,

My peparest Lapy Eny,—Lord Derby told me that he saw
you yesterday, but only for a moment. I think he was nervous
about his audienco of leave, but he returned deeply touched
by the kindness of manner of the Queen and the Prince. I
cannot resist saying to you that, during the last year, he has
been more and more impressed with the admirable qualities
of the Queen, and her noble straightforwardness on all occa-
sions, and her unvarying kindness have inspired him with the
strongest attachment (if I may venture so to express his feelings
for Her Majesty). During that weeck of terrible suspense he
continually said to me that his chief anxiety and regret were
caused by the fear of leaving the Queen, particularly before he
had had time and power to do more in her service. I am
writing in haste, having much to do this last day in Town, but
I have very often wished that the Queen knew how warmly
and sincerely Lord Derby is devoted to her service. Heis also
very grateful to the Prince, for whose abilities he has the highest
admiration, often speaking of his wonderful cleverness. I am

1 Submitted to the Queen by Lady Ely.
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delighted to hear that the Queen 15 so well ; he said she was
looking remarkably well yesterday. He told me that Her
Majesty used some kind expression about myself. If you should

Nemorandum by the Prince Albert.
TINDSOR CASTLE, 28cs December 1352,
The delivery of the Seals of Office of the outgoing Muusters
into the Queen’s hands, and her bestowal of them upon the
new Ministers, took place to-day.
Of the former, Mr Disraeli seemed to feel most the loss of

office.
We saw Lord Aberdeen for some txme, who submmed the
names of | all the persons he for the b

had sent him messages to say that he perfectly agreed with
J - 0 N S o

Jored .
and his fnends, that he ‘became determined to have notlnng to
do with them.

The formation of
tion to the country
appointed must be
Lord Canning seemed very much hurt at not being taken into
the Cabinet, and felt inclined to refuse the Post Office. We
agreed upon the impolicy of such a step, and encouraged Lord
Aberdeen to press him. Lord Clanricarde, and particularly
Lord Carlisle, were very much grieved at bewng left out alto-
gether, but there was no help for it ; for ench man taken in
from one side, two would be pmposed from the other, and the
Cabinet was just large enough to work.

We saw Lord Lansdowne after the Council, who seemed well
satisfied with the Government, a combination he had so much
and £o long wished. Lord Carlsle’s annoyance was the only
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thing which personally grieved him. He seid that from the
merment he had resd Mr Disraeli’s Budget he had felt sure that
the Government would f2ll immediately : the country would
never submiv {0 & new tax with a surplus in the Exchequer.

Lord Joon Russell, whom we saw afterwards, seemed in very
good health and spirits. He told us that the peaceful parting
scene in the Hounse of Commons had been his doing ; he had
told 2ir Walpole that he thought Mr Disraeli ought to meke an
apolegy to the House for the language he had used, and which
had given pain t0 & great many persons : and on Mr Walpole's
saying that that was & very delicate thing to tell Mr Disraeli,
he had allowed it to be told him as a message from him (Lord
John). 3Mr Disraeli declared his readiness, provided others
would do the same, and declared they had meant no offencel
Ve owned that we bad been astonished to find them of & suddea
all so well bred. We asked what Lord Palmerston had been
about during the crisis ¥ Lord Jobn told us in reply that Lord
Palmerston had certeinly been disposed to join Lord Derby’s
Government, but always said he could not do so alone: that
if eight of them were to join, then thev would have the mejority
in the Cabinet. He also said that he believed Lord Palmersion
would have voted jor some parts of the Budget and against
others. Lord John does mot think that that large Party of
Lord Derby’s will long keep together, that some wonld vote
for the Government, others might try to raise a Protestant ery.

Lord Palmerston looked exeessively ill, and had to walk
with two sticks from the gout.

i

Queen, Tictoria o the King of the Belgians.
TWINDI0E CASIIE, 28t% Drormbor 1852,

M~ pEAREST UNCLE.—Your dear letter of the 24th reached
me on Monday, and I thank you warmly for it. The success
of our excellent Aberdeen’s arduous task and the formation of so
brilliant and sirong a Cabinet would, I was sure, please you.
Tt is the realisation of the couniry’s and our most ardent wishes,
and it deserves success, and will, I think, command grest
support. . . . It has been an anxious week, and just on our
happy Christmas Eve we were still very uneasy.

1 A%y Digeli. . . . with iSnite polich and grace ssked pardonfor the fyinz words of
debzte, ard Srew ensy focpiveress from the member (M Goulburn), whom g few Loxrs
bafere ko had mosked a3 * & weird sibyl * ; the other member (Sir James Graham), wham
Te cozld not sav ke greatly respected, buot wham he greatly regarded and the third
mamber (2ir O Wood), whom be bade leam that peralanse is not sarcasm, and insolence
33 pot invesdve. 1@ John Bussell concratalstad him on the ability and the cellanwy
with which ke bad condueved thesogsle, wnd sothe curisinfell”  Morley's Glodsione,

Bock I chap. v
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AsTmean to write again before this year runs out, and I have
a long Council with outgoing and incomng Ministers this
afternoon, you will excuse my taking leave here. Ever your
truly devoted Nieoce, Vicroria R.

The Princess Hohkenlohe fo Queen Victoria.
LASGENBURS, 30h Decermber 1852

My VICTORIA,—A: ding to your wish and our
promise, we send this servant with the most unwelcome news
that yesterday morning 3. de Jaux arrived here and told
Ernest {as you will see by his letter to Albert) that the Count
Walewski wishes to have an interview with him to confer on
the subject weknow of. A quarter of an hour before I recerved
this letter from Uncle Leopold, which I sent in Ernest’s letter
to Ada, and in which he speaks his opinion that we ought not
to say “ No” at once, before telling Ada of it. Thus 13 very
much egainst my wish and Ernest’s, for we both would hike to
make an end of the affair s soon as possible, but cannot, as
we see the truth of what Uncle Leopold says. I send a letter
todamma to you, and one for Ada. Mamma knows of 1t, as
she wrote to me the other day, and I leave it to you, dearest
Victoria, if you or Mamma will tell the poor child of the trans-
action. She will be ingreat distress. I wishshe may at once
say *“ No,” but am not sure of it ; and in our letters we have
: o CARRGSER T B RN Ea

. e . . . .
- i

too favourable a light, as we are of the same opinion on the
subject ; but yet there may be some things in its favour too.
I wish you would make Charles come to us—if you think it wise
to do so0—and he not only will try to engageus toit. But there
may be s0 many reasons for or against which in a letter it is not
possible to explain all, and which we could not answer in time ;
AR TR ISR .. see
H . 1 - 3
L T C HER N
once!.. .

MMaay thanks, my dearest Victoria, for your kind letter of
the22nd  In the papers I have been following with the great-
est interest what has been said on the formation of the new
Ministry ; there is one name though which frightens me—Lord
Palmesston. Let me wich you joy of the New Year ; may it
bring peace not only to the nations, but alo to us. Every
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blessing and happiness to you, dear Albert, and your children,
and for me your love and affection, which is a blessing to your
devoted Sister, Fropora.

Ernest also wishes you all possible happiness. If Ada has
gle wish to see the Emperor before she decides, what is to be
one ?

Qucen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 31st December 1852.

My peAREST UNCLE,—On this, the last day of the old year,
allow me to offer my most ardent wishes for many and happy
returns of the New Year to you and yours. May it be one of
peace and prosperity to us all, and may we have the happiness
of seeing you egain. May we still hope to see you this winter
or not ?

Our Government is very satisfactorily settled. To have my
faithful friend Aberdeen as Prime Minister is & great happiness
and comfort for me personally. Lord Palmerston is terribly
altered, and all his friends think him breaking. He wall;s
with two sticks, and seemed in great suffering at the Council,
I thought. I must now conclude. Ever your devoted Niece,

Vicroria R.



INTRODUCTORY NOTE
TO CHAPTER XXII

TaE opening of the year 1853 saw a strong Coalition Ministry in
power ; the necesaity of a cordial underst:mdmg with France was
obvmus, but bitter and indiscreet attacks on the Emperor of the
French were made by certain members of the Government, for which
Mr Disraeli took them severely to task. Lord John Russell, who
bad been sppomted Forex"n Secreu.ry resxgned that office 1

et b

were passed A more important feature of ‘the Session was Mr
Gladstone’s first Budget, dealing comprehensively mth the Income
Tax, and im 2 a duty on successions to real

_ The Eastern Queetmn, homever, overshadowed .u uther m!ereets.

make perempt: ory reqmsmons as to the Holy Placel

In the meanwhile, the Czar hnd made confidential avertures to Sir
|y St Y-S T e i O SO A S
' .

tions were reported at once to the Bratish Government.  Lord Strat-
ford de Redcliffe, who had been eent to represent Britizh interests at
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subjocts of the Sultan. Influenced by Lord Stratford, the Porte re-
jected the claim, and, in retaliation, the Czar occupied the Danubian
Principalities of Wallachia and Moldavia, characterising the step not
as an act of war, but a material guarantee of Russia’s just rights-
The French Emperor, anxious to divert the attention of his subjects
from domestic politics, was making preparations for war; and similar
preparations were also being made in England.

Negotiations took place between the Powers with & view of avert-
ing war, and a document known as the Vienna Note, to which Great
Britain and France were parties, and which Russia accepted, was
profiered to the Sultan : again Lord Stratford interposed to prevent
its acceptance, and, when the Russian Government subsequently
announced its own interpretation of the Note, it was apparent that
the Western Powers had been mistaken as to its purport.

An Ultimatum, requiring the evacuation of the Principalities, was
sent by tho Porte to Russia and rejected : war broke out, and the
first encounter at Oltenitza, on the 4th of November, resulted
in favour of Turkey. Meanwhile both the British and French fleets
had been sent to the East, and, on the declaration of war, the British
Admiral was instructed to take any action he thought fit to prevent
Russian aggression on Turkish territory. On the 30th of November
the Turkish Fleet in Sinope Harbour was destroyed by the Russian
squadron, this oceurrence provoking profound indignation in Eng-
land, though it had been urged both within the Cabinet and outside
that the despatch of the combined Western Fleets through the
Dardanelles was more likely to appear as a defiance to Russia than
a support to Turkey.

Barlier in the year Lord Aberdeen had desired to retire, but
enquiry soon disclosed that Lord John Russell no longer had
the influence necessary to form a Ministry, and in the face of
danger Lord Aberdeen remained at his post. But there were sharp
dissensions in the Cabinet, especially between Lord Palmerston, re-
presenting the anti-Russian party, on the one hand, and on the other
Lord Aberdeen, who distrusted the Turks, and Mr Gladstone, who
disavowed any obligation to uphold the integrity of the Ottoman
Empire. In December, Lord Palmerston resigned office, the
ostensible reason being his opposition to the contemplated Reform
Bill of the Government. Thereal cause was his opinion that apathy
was being shown by his colleagues in reference to the Eastern
Question ; however, after arrangements had. been made fox: re-
placing him, he was, at his own desire, re-admitted to the Cabinet.
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Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgions.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 4k January 1853.

My DEAREST UNCLE,— . . , Our new Government will really,
I think, command a large support, and, I trust, be of duration,
which is a great object. Ther only duficulty will be the
Budget.

Tho coldness and tardiness of the Northern Powers i recog-
nising our new bon Frére annoys him very much, and produces
a bad effect in France. I don’t think it 1s wise. Unnecessary
writation may produce real rmuschief. To squabble about how
to call him, after having praised and supported him after
the Coup d'Etat, seems to me very Rlcinlich and inconsistent,
and I think our conduet throughout has been much more
dignified. . . .

I have read with pleasure the loyal addresses of the Cham-
bers, and with peculiar satisfaction the allusion to Leopold’s
visit to England. Let him and Philippe come here often and
regularly, and let them study this country and her laws ¢ fond—
it will do them more good than all the studying and reading in
the world. They all three express most warmly to us therr
hopes of returmng to us soon. Do let us have the hope of
seeing you in February. It would be delightfult. .. I must
now wish you good-bye. Ever your devoted Nieco,

Vicrorma R.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Queen Victoria.
LoxDox, 9tk January 1430
. . . Lord Aberdeen also begs to mention to your Meyer+
that he saw Dr Hawtrey yesterday and in signifyius -ver
Majesty’s gracious intentions! towards him, took on evemw

1 Dr E € Hawtrey was advanced to the Provostship of Eton wpon the aemf . £ 1o
v, I'ranris Hodgson.  Dr C. O. Goodford succeeded to the T
433 g
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tunity of expressing in very strong terms the great importance
of the choice of his successor as Headmaster of Rton and
described the requisite qualifications for such a situation as
well as the objcctions to which some appointments rm'ghé be
linble. Lord Aberdeen was perfectly understood by Dr Haw-
trey, although no name was mentioned ; and the subject was
regarded as being of the utmost importance, not only to the
school itself, but to the nation at large.

Lady Auwgusta Bruce to the Duchess of Kent.

RUE DE VARCNNES 65, 31st January 1853,

DrearesT Mapame,—I fear that I shall not be able to add
Inuch to tho newspaper account of yesterday’s ceremony,! for
1t was one the impression of which is best conveyed by a simple
and accurate description of the scene, and of those arrange-
ments and details which combined to render its effect gorgeous
and dezzling. Apart, however, from the historical interest
attached to it as one of the very curious acts of the extra-
ordinary Drama now cnacting in France, the impression pro-
duced was ono that would be called forth by a magnificent
theatrical representation, and little more. This seemed to
be the public feeling, for though multitudes thronged the streets,
the day being dry, they appeared to be animated by curiosity
chiefly, and that sober curiosity which now characterises the
people of Paris, wearied as they are of novelty and excitement.
As far as one can judge, it does not seem that the lower orders
take much interest in this marriage ; the ambition and vanity
of kis partisans have been wounded by it, and, of course, his
enemics do not scruple to calumniate and slander the unfor-
tunate object of his choice disgracefully.

It is very difficult to ascertain anything like truth as regards
her, but her beauty and engaging manners will, it is thought by
many, gain for her, for a time at least, a greater amount of
popularity than his friends who now blame the marriage
expect. That he is passionately in Jove with her no one doubts,
and his countenance on late occasions, as well as yesterday,
wore a radiant and joyous expression very unusual. She, on
the contrary, showed a considerable amount of nervousness

1 The Emperor of the French was married to Mademoiselle Eugénie de Montijo on the
29th of January. William Kirkpatrick, her maternal grandfather, had been a merchant

and American Consul at Malaga, and had there married Frangoise de Grivegnée. Their

third deughter, Maria Manueln, married, in 1817, the Count de Téba, a member of an
illustrious Spanish family, who in 1834 succeeded his brother as Count de Montijo, and
died in 1839. His widow held an influential social position at Madrid, and her elder
daughter married the Duke of Alba in 1844, while she herself, with Eugénie, her younger

daughter, settled in Parjsin 1851,
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at the Cvil Marriage, and was as pale as death yesterday—
however, even Wxth the hxgh and determmed spirit she i3 sup-
~ wley had been

1 were tempted

' splendid than

the decorations of the Cathedral—velvet and ermine—gold
and silver—flags and hanglngs of all colours were combined and
1 with the of the Clergy, the

unrforms, civil and mihtary, and the magmficent dresses of
the ladies The greatest mustake was the conflict of lights—
the windows not having been darkened, though countless
thousands of wax candles were hghted The music was very
fine . . . The object of our neighbours seemed to be to scan
and criticise the dress of the Bride, and the wonderful pene-
tration and accuracy of their eagle glances was to us something
incredible ! Certainly, though unable ourselves at such a

nobly set-on head, her exqusitely proportioned figure and
graceful carriage were most striking, and the whole was like a
Poet’s Vision! I beheve she is equally beautiful when seen
close, but at a distance at which we saw her the effect was
something more than that of a lovely picture, 1t was aerial,
deal On the classically shaped head she wore a diamond
crown or diadem, round her waist a row of magnificent dia-
monds to correspond, and the same as trimming round the
“basques ” of her gown. Then a sort of cloud or mist of
transparent lace enveloped her, which had the effect of that
for which, when speaking of the hills in Scotland, Princess
Hohenlohe could find no Englsh word, *“ Duft.” I hope your
TRoyal Highness will not think me very much carried by what
pleases the eye. I felt all the while that one could view the
matter but as an outside show ; as such, in as far as sho was
concerned, it was exqusitely beautiful—and I suppose that a
sort of national prejudice made me attribute the grace and
dignity of the scene, for what there was of either came from
her, to the blood of Kurkpatrick £/

The carriages were ugly and the Procession by no means
fine, and thosa in which the Bridal party afterwards travelled
to St Cloud, were driven by individuals in the famous theatrical
costume of the well-known * Postillon de Longjumeau! ™2, ,

1 Lord Cowley had been <peclﬂca“y instructed by the Government to sttend the
marTiegs aud be prese nted to press.
A comic opers, written by Adolphe Adam, and performed at Pans in 1836,
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The King of the Belgians to Queen Victoria.
LAERKEN, 4th February 1853.

My DEAREST VIcTORIS,—Receive my best thanks for your
‘gracious letter of the Ist. Since I wrote to you le grand
’évé@cment a eu licu ! We truly live in times where at least
.variety is not wanting ; the only mischief is that like drunkards
people want more and more excitement, and it therefore will
probably end by what remains the most exciting of all—War.
Amusing and interesting war is, it must be confessed, more
than anything in the world, and that makes me think that it
must be the bouquet when people will be blasé of everything
.else. 1 enclose a letter from our Secretary of Legation at
Madrid, Baron Beyens, who married a great friend of the Queen,
Mademoiselle de Santa Cruz, and is much au fait of all things
that interest the public just now. It seems by what I learned
from Paris that the Empress communicated to a friend a com-
munication of son cher époux when she expressed her sense of
her elevation to such eminence; as it may interest you and
Albert, I will make an extract of it here :  “ Vous ne me parlez,
ma chére enfant, que des avantages de la position que je vous
offre, mais mon devoir est de vous signaler aussi ses dangers;
ils sont grands, je serai sans doute & vos cdtés I'objet de plus
d’une tentative d’assassinat ; indépendamment de cela, je dois
vous confier que des complots sérieux se fomentent dans
Parmée. J’ai I'xil ouvert de ce cdté et je compte bien d’une
maniére ou d’autre prévenir toute explosion; le moyen sera
peut-étre la guerre. L& encore il y a de grandes chances de
ruine pour moi. Vous voyez donc bien que vous ne devez pas
avoir de scrupules pour partager mon sort, les mauvaises
chances étant peut-étre égales aux bonnes!”

I was sorry to hear of Lord Melbourne’s, z.e., Beauvale’s,
death. I Ikmnew him since 1814, and found him always very kind.
For poor Lady Melbourne, who devoted herself so much, it is.
a sad blow. We are longing for a little cold, but it does not
come though we have some east wind. I am held back in
some of the most essential measures for the defence of the
country by the tricks of the Chamber. I see that the Man-
chester party shines in unusual Bright-ness and Cobden-ness.
by a degress of absurdity never as yet heard of. In the
American War the Quakers refused to fight; they did not
besides like the extremities the States had gone to against the-
mother country ; but not to defend its own country against
probable invasion is truly too much.

Pray have the goodness to give my best love to Albert, and.

believe me, ever my dearest Victoria, your devoted Uncle,
Leororp R.
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Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 8¢k February 1853,

My pEAREST Uncre,—I heve to thank you for two most
kind letters of the 4th and 7th (which I have Just received)
with very interesting enclosures, which shall be duly returned.
The Little report of what the Emperor said to the Empress is
very curtous, and tallies with what I have also heard of his
thinking much more of the insecurity of his position than he
used to do. The description of the young Empress’s character
is an mnteresting ome, and also agrees with what I had heard
from those who know her well. It may be n her power to do
much good—and I hope she may. Her character 1s made to
captivate a man, I should say-—particularly one lke the
Emperor.

T am sorry that you have had trouble with your Parhament.
Ours begins 1ts work on Thursday. The accounts of the
support which our Government wall receive are most satis-
factory, and the Cabinet is most harmonious. . . . Ever your
devoted Niece. Vicroria R.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Queen Victoria.
LoxDON, 8tk February 1853

rough draft of & proposed answer to this despatch, which, with
slight alterations, was fully approved?

Lord Aberdeen does not think there is anything very new
in this ion by the Emperor. It is essentially the
same language he has held for some years, although, perhaps,
the present difficulties of Turkey may have rendered him more
anxious on the subject. . . .

Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria.
CHESHAM PLACE, 1265 Pebruary 1833

Lord John Russell presents his hurmble duty to your Majesty;
he hes waited till to-day in order to be able to give some
account of the appearance of the House of Commons.

1 See Introductory Note, p. 431, The Emperar had, no doudt, misnderstood the
attitade of the British Ministry in 1844 on this subject, and regarded Lord Aberdeen 53
in foll sympathy with bimselt,
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The King of the Belgians to Queen Victoria.
LAEKEN, 4th February 1853.

MY DEAREST VICTORIA,—Receive my best thanks for your
;gracious letter of the lst. Since I wrote to you Ze grand
‘événement a ew liew! We truly live in times where at least
, variety is not wanting ; the only mischief is that like drunkards
_people want more and more excitement, and it therefore will
probably end by what remains the most exciting of all—War.
Amusing and interesting war is, it must be confessed, more
_than anything in the world, and that makes me think that it
must be the bouquet when people will be blasé of everything
celse. I enclose a letter from our Secretary of Legation at
- Madrid, Baron Beyens, who married a great friend of the Queen,
Mademoiselle de Santa Cruz, and is much au fait of all things
that interest the public just now. It seems by what I learned
from Paris that the Empress communicated to a friend a com-
munication of son cher époux when she expressed her sense of
her elevation to such eminence; as it may interest you and
Albert, I will make an extract of it here : “ Vous ne me parlez,
ma chére enfant, que des avantages de la position que je vous
offre, mais mon devoir est de vous signaler aussi ses dangers ;
ils sont grands, je serai sans doute & vos cdtés I'objet de plus
d’une tentative d’assassinat ; indépendamment de cela, je dois
vous confier que des complots sérieux se fomentent dans
Tarmée. J’ai P'ceil ouvert de ce coté et je compte bien d’une
maniére ou d’autre prévenir toute explosion; le moyen sera
peut-étre la guerre. Ld encore il y a de grandes chances de
ruine pour moi. Vous voyez donc bien que vous ne devez pas
avoir de scrupules pour partager mon sort, les mauvaises.
chances étant peut-étre égales aux bonnes!”

I was sorry to hear of Lord Melbourne’s, 7.e., Beauvale’s,
death. Ilknew him since 1814, and found him always very kind.
For poor Lady Melbourne, who devoted herself so much, it is.
a sad blow. We are longing for a little cold, but it does ng’o
come though we have some east wind. I am held back in
some of the most essential measures for the defence of the
country by the tricks of the Chamber. I see that the Man-
chester party shines in unusual Bright-ness and Cobden-ness.
by a degress of absurdity never as yet heard of. In the:
American War the Quakers refused to fight; they gin:l not
besides like the extremities the States had gone to against _the~
mother country ; but not to defend its own country against
probable invasion is truly too much. .

Pray have the goodness to give my best love to Albert, and.

believe me, ever my dearest Victoria, your devoted Uncle,
Leororp R.
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Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 8t Fedruary 1853

My prarResT UnciLE,—I have to thank you for two most
kind letters of the 4th and 7th (which I have just recerved)
with very interesting enclosures, which shall be duly returned.
The little report of what the Emperor said to the Empress is
very curious, and tallies with what I have also heard of his
thinking much more of the msecurity of his position than he
used to do. The description of the young Empress’s character
is an interesting one, and also agrees with what I had heard
from those who know her well. It may be m her power to do
much good—and I hope she may. Her character is made to
captivate 2 man, I should say—particulerly one hke the
Emperor.

I'am sorry that you have had trouble with your Parliament.
Ours begins its work on Thursday. The accounts of the
support which our Government will receive are most satis-
factory, end the Cabinet 13 most harmonious, . . ., Ever your
devoted Niece. Vicroria R.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Queen Victoria.
LONDON, 84 February 1853
- .. Lord John Russell read at the Cabinet a despatch
received from your Majesty’s Minister at St Petersburg, giving
en account of an interview with the Emperor, at which His
Majesty appeared to expect an early dissolution of the Turkish
Empire, and proposed in such a ease to act in perfect concert
with the British Government. Lord John also read the
' ot M * ¢ is despatch, which, wmath

» is anything very new
in this demonstration by the Emperor. It is essentially the
same language he has held for some years, although, perhaps,
the present difficulties of Turkey may have rendered him more
anxious on the subject. . . «

Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria.

CrEStux PLACE, 12th February 1853
Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty;
he has waited till to-day in order to be able to give somo

account of the appearance of the House of Commons.

1 See Introdu te, p 431, The Emperor had, no doubt, misunderstood the
at418ugs of Tog Bertih sieielry in 1845 on 11§ sabject, and regarded Lord Aberdeen a8

1 eympathy with himselt. —
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Lord John Russell’s statement of measures to be proposed
was \.vcll received, but as it did not contain reform was & dis-
appointment to a part of the House. Mr Walpole spoke
privately to Lord John Russell as to his future position in
Ieading the Government in the House of Commons without
office. Mr Walpole said it was neither illegal nor unconstitu-
tional, but might prove inconvenient as a precedent.

The Speaker said in conversation there was clearly no con-
stitutional objection, but that the leadership of the House was
so laborious that an office without other duties ought to be

assigned to it. . . .

Quecen Victoria to Lord John Russell.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 13th February 1853,

The Queen has received Lord John Russell’s letter of
yesterday, and was very glad to hear that he considers the
aspecet of the House of Commons as favourable to the Govern-
ment.

Lord John alludes for the first time in his letter to a question
on which tho Queen has not hitherto expressed her opinion to
him personelly, viz., how far the proposed new arrangement of
Lord John’s holding the leadership of the House of Commons
without office was constitutional or not 7! Her opinion
perfectly agrees with that expressed by Mr Walpole to Lord
John. If the intended arrangement were undoubtedly illegal
it would clearly never have been contemplated at all ; but it
may prove o dangerous precedent.

The Queen would have been quite prepared to give the pro-
position of the Speaker “ that the leadership of the House of
Commons was so laborious, that an Office without other duties
ought to be assigned to it,”” ber fullest and fairest consideration,
upon its merits and its constitutional bearings, which ought
to have been distinctly set forth before her by her constitu-
tional advisers for her final and unfettered decision. )

What the Queen complains of, and, as she believes W}bh
justice, is, that so important an innovation in the constru:ctlon
of the executive Government should have been practically
decided upon by an arrangement intended to meet personal
wants under peculiar and accidental circumstances, leaving
the Queen the embarrassing alternative only, either to forego
the exercise of her own prerogative, or to damage by her own
act the formation or stability of the new Government, both of
paramount importance to the welfare, of the Country.

1 Sce ante, pp. 417, 421,
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Lord John Russell to Queen Victoria,
CHESHAM PLACE, 13h February 1853

Lord John Russell presents his humble duty to your Majesty.
He cannot forbear from vindicating himself from the charge
of forming or being perty to an arrangement * intended to
meet personal wants under peculiar and accidental circum-
stances, leaving the Queen the embarrassing alternative only,
either to forego the exercise of her own prerogative, or to
domage by her own act the formation or stability of the new
Government—both of paramount importance to the welfare of
the Country.”

Lord John Russell has done all in his power to contribute
to the formation of & Ministry 1 which he himself holds o
subordinate situation, from which nearly ell lus dearest pohtical
friends are excluded, and which is held by some to extinguish
the party which for eighteen years he has led.

He has done all this in order that your Majesty and the
Country might not be exposed to the evil of & weak Minstry
lizble to be overthrown at any moment, formed whether by
Lord Derby, or by himself at the head of one party only.

But in to this he was desi to
meintain his honour intact, and for this purpose he asked
before the Ministry was formed for the honour of an Audience of
your Majesty, that he might explain all the crrcumstances of
his position

This Audience was not granted, and Lord John Russell
has never been 1n a situation to explain to your Majesty why
he believes that his leading the House of Commons without
office js not hable to any constitutional objection.

The Speaker and Mr Walpole both concur that no constitu-
tional objection to this ar exists, but should your
Maejesty wish to see the arguments briefly stated by which
Lord Jobn Russell has been convinced, he gshould be happy to
be allowed to lay them before your Majesty.

The Earl of Clarendon to Queen Victoria.

254 February 1835,
Lord ¢ ST =
and hurr

him this

had ano

Lord C1

Count Buol? complaining bitterly of the refugees, and the

1 Austrlan Ambassador. 2 Austrian Prime Minister.
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manner in which they abused the hospitality afforded them in
this country, and attributing in great measure to the pro-
clamations of Kossuth and Mazzini the late insurrection at
Milan, and the attempt on the Emperor's life.! This note
exproessed a hope and belief that some measure would at once be
adopted by your Majesty’s Government to remove the just
complaints of Allied Governments, and intimated that should
this hope not be spontancously realised some measures on the
part of those Governments would become necessary for their
own protection as well as to mark their sense of the wrong done
to them by Ingland.

Lord Clarendon said that your Majesty's Government were
as indignant as that of Austria could be at the disgraceful abuse
of the protection afforded to these refugees ; but he could hold
out no hopo of any legislation for the purpose of sending them -
out of the country.

Count Colloredo did not disguise his annoyance and disap-
pointment at this, and seemed to attribute it to want of good-
will on the part of your Majesty’s Government, which he felt
suro would have the support of public opinion in proposing such
a measuro as his Government desired.

Tho discussion beeame rather warm, and Lord Claren.don
thought it right to remark that too much importance might
be given to these proclamations and too little to the causes
which at home might lead the subjects of Austria to manifest
their discontent by revolutionary outbreaks, nor could we
conceal from ourselves that the complaints about the refugees
were occasionally directed against the free institutions which
gave them protection, and that we were not always v1_ewed with
favour as presenting the single but prosperous exception to that
system of government which otherwise would now almost be

uniform in Europe.?

Queen Victoria to Viscount Palmerston.

BUCKINGHAM PALACE, Stk March 1853,

The Queen has received Lord Palmerstox_l’s letter, and the
reports on the Militia which she returns, having marked several
parts in them which show an absence of the most important
requisites. Already in October the Queen observed upon the

ini i i i inst Austria ; the
1 Kossuth and Mazzini were in England, prosecuting their schemes agains B
Austrian lé%ovucrmnen(: attribnted to them’the Mllane;e rising, and the recent attempt to

assassinate the Emperor Francis Joseph at Vienna,
2 The Refugee th;estion was debated in the House of Lords on the 4th of March.
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want of arms for the Militia, and was invariably answered that
they would be immediately provided. But by these reports
this seems still not to be the case. :

The King of the Belgians to Queen Victoria.
LAESEN, 183 March 1833

My pEAREST Vicroris,—Receive my best thanks for your
gracious letter of the 15th. 1 trust that the bitter cold weather
we have now again will not displease you. Ifear Albert’s heavy
cold will not be the better by the east wind which makes
one shiver. X am thunderstruck by a telegraph despatch from
Marseilles of the 17th, which declares that Prince Menschikoff
has not succeeded, and has therefore given orders for the
Russian flcet to come to Constantinople’ Heaven grant that
these news may not be true, though bad news generally turn
out correct. I am so sorry to see the Emperor Nicholas, who
had been so wise and dignified since 1848, become so very
unreasonable. In Austria they are still a good deal excited.
One can hardly feel hed idering e . I
trust that reflection may induce them to modify their measures.
The Italtan Nobles have shown themselves great fools by acting
as they have done, and thereby giving an opening to social
revolution. By some accident we have been within these
few days well informed of some of the movements of the good
people that enjoy an asylum in England. Iossuth is now
the great director and favourite, and Republics are everywhere
to spring up, till he (IKossuth) is to be again Dictator or
Emperor somewhere. . . . Europe will never recover that
shock of 1848.

My dearest Victoria, your truly devoted Uncle,

Leororp R.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Queen Victoria.

i LoxDOX, 22nd 3farch 1333,

tc ot 't 7+ -our Majesty.

hows a con-

nch Govern-

ment, and of embar t 1n q oL the rash step
they have taken in ordering the departure of their fleet from
Toulon to the Greek Waters? If no catastrophe should take

1 8 ctory Note, ante, pp 431
2 L:e:ng?:r“g o Confetenca .L’i. MenschikofF's overbearing condaet 2nd demesnour
B1d indnced Napoloon to despatch the Freach Fleet from Toilon ta Salamss, to wateh,
eventa,
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place at Constantinople, as Lord Aberdeen hopes and believes,
this irritation will probably subside, and they may find us
useful in assisting them to escape from their difficulty with
respect to the * Holy Places.”

Lord Aberdeen has seen the Instructions of Prince Menschi-
koff, which relate exclusively to the claims of the Greek Church
at Jerusalem ; and although these conditions mey humiliate
Turkey, and wound the vanity of France, there is nothing
whatever to justify the reproach of territorial aggression, or
hostile ambition. If the Turkish Government, relying upon
the assistance of England and France, should remain obstinate,
the affair might become serious ; but even then, Lord Aberdeen
is convinced that no final step will be taken by the Emperor,
without previous communication to England.

Much depends upon the personal character of Prince
Menschikoff. If he can command himself sufficiently to
wait for the arrival of Lord Stratford, Lord Aberdeen does
not doubt that the matter will be settled, without coming
to extremities. . . .

Queen Victoria to the Earl of Aberdeen.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 23rd Afarch 1853.

The Queen has received Lord Aberdeen’s letter of yesterday,
and returns Lord Cowley’s. Everything appears to her to
depend upon the real nature of the demands made by Russia,
and the Queen was therefore glad to hear from Lord Aberdeen
that he found nothing in Prince Menschikoff’s instructions to
justify the reproach of territorial aggression or hogtlle ambition.
Still the mode of proceeding at Constantinople is not such as
would be resorted to towards a “ sick friend for whose life
there exists much solicitude.” This ought clearly to be stated
to Baron Brunnow, in the Queen’s opinion.

The two Drafts to Sir H. Seymour and Lord Cowley struck
the Queen as very temperate, conciliatory, and dignified.

The Earl of Clarendon to Queen Vicloria.
29th Aarch 1853.

Lord Clarendon presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
and humbly begs to state that he had this afternoon a satis-
factory interview with the French Ambassador, th told him
that the Emperor had to a certain extent been deceived upon
the Eastern Question, and that he had given his decision with-
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ever on his part to appropriate Constantinople or any of those
parts to himself—though he does not wish us, or France or
Austria or Greece, to have it either. But he thinks the dis-
solution of the Ottoman Empire very imminent, which I
really think is not the case. The Russians accuse us (as we
have preached moderation) of being too French—and the
French of being too Russian! . . .
Now with Albert’s love, ever your devoted Niece,
Vicroria R.

Queen Victoria to Lord Clarendon.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 30th Aarch 1853.

The Queen bas received Lord Clarendon’s letter with great
satisfaction. We are now reaping the fruits of an honest and
straightforward conduct, and the Queen hopes Lord Clarendon
will likewise in all future cases of difficulty arrest the mischief,
sure to arise from a continuance of mutual suspicion between
this Country and any Power, by at once entering upon full
and unreserved explanations, on the first symptoms of dis-
trust.

As the Emperor deserves great credit, if he really caused
the liberation of the Madiai, the Queen wishes Lord Clarendon
to express to Count Walewski her feelings on this subject.

The Emperor of Russia to the Prince Albert.

ST. PETERSBOURG, le —,% Averil 1853,

MONSEIGNEUR,—J 'allais Vous adresser mes félicitations
sincéres pour I'heureuse délivrance de Sa Majesté la Reine,
quand Votre aimable lettre est venue me prévenir.! Veuillez
done, Monseigneur, étre persuadé, que c’est avec grande joic,
que ma femme et moi, nous avons appris cet heureux ¢événe-
ment, et j'ose aussi vous prier de déposer aux pieds de Sa
Majesté mes humbles hommages et félicitations. Je me flatto
n’avoir pas besoin de Vous assurer tous deux, Monseigneur,
de toute la sincérité des sentiments d’affection que je Vous
porte. Cette fois j ose y joindre mes remerciments 'bxen s’entxs
a Sa Majesté la Reine, pour I'indulgence gt 'attention qu Elle
a daigné préter aux communications dont j'avais chnrgsi- dlr?ctc-
ment Sir Hamilton Seymour, qui & le mérito seul d’avoir su

1 The fourth son of the Queen and Prince, afterwwards Duke of Albany, was born on the
7th of April at Buckingham Palace.
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transmettre mes intentions avec une fidélité et une exactitude
parfaites.

Jecrois que dans peu Sa Majesté Ia Reine sera dansle cas de
s¢ persuader, que Son sincére et fidéle ami U'a prévenue & temps
de ce qu'il prévoyait devoir infailliblement arriver ; non certes
dans I'i d’étre un prophéte de augure, maisdans
Ia conviction mntime, que ce n’est que la confiance la plus mn-
time, la plus complette et la plus parfaitte 1dentité de vues
entre Sa Majesté et Son trés humble serviteur, c. &. d. entre
fAngleterre et la Russie, que peuvent commander aux événe-
ments et conjurer de ternbles catastrophes !

Mamtenant nous nous entendons, et je m’en remets a Dien
pour tout ce qui doit arriver.

C'est avec la plus haute considération et la plus smeére amtié
que je serais, toujours, Monseigneur, de Votre Altesse Royale
le tout dévoué Cousin, NicoLas.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
DUCKINGEAX PALACE, 18tk Aprl 1853,

My pEArEsT Uncre,—My first letter is this time, as last
time, addressed to you ; last time 1t was because dearest Louise,
to whom the first had heretofore always been addressed, was
with mo—alas ! now, she 1s no longer amongst us! X can
report very favourably of myself, for I have never been
better or stronger or altogether more comfortable.

Stockmar will have told you that Leopold is to be the name
o‘i_ our fourth young gentleman. It is & mark of love and
af - T - A oo o.

w
t v 1 - - !
* Prince Leopold " again, “will make me think of all thoso
days! His other names will be George Duncan Albert, and
the Sponsors, the King of Hanover, Ernest Hohenlohe, the
Princess of Prussia and Mary Cambridge.

George is after the King of Hanover, and Duncen as o
vompliment to dear Scotland. . . . Ever your devoted Niece
ind Child, Vicroria R.

Lord Jokn Russell to Queen V°
CrEsas Aprit
ar

Lord John Russell presentshis* T

nd is happy to say that Mr ™ ..
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was one of the most powerful financial speeches ever made in
the House of Commons.!
Mr Pitt in the days of his glory might have been more
imposing, but he could not have been more persuasive.
Lord John Russell is very sanguine as to the success of the
plan, both in the House of Commons and in the country.

The Prince Albert to Mr @ladstone.
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, 19tk April 1853.

My pEAR MR GLADSTONE,—I must write to you a line in
order to congratulate you on your success of last night. I
have just completed a close and careful perusal of your speech,
which I admire extremely, and I have heard from all sides that
the effect it has produced is very good. Trusting that your
Christian humility will not allow you to become dangerously
elated, I cannot resist sending you the report which Lord John
Russell made to the Queen for your perusal ; knowing that it
will give you pleasure, and that these are the best rewards

which a public man can look for. Ever yours truly,
ALBERT.

Mr Gladstone to the Prince Albert.
DOWNING STREET, 19th April 1853

Sir,—I have to offer my most humble and grateful thanks
to Her Majesty for graciously allowing me to know the terms
in which Lord John Russell’s kindness allowed him to describo
the statement made by me last night in the House of Commons ;
and to your Royal Highness for the letter which your Royal
Highness had been pleased to address to me. )

The reception which you, Sir, gave to my explar}atlon on
the 9th instant of the propositions I had to submit to the
Cabinet, was one of the first and best omens of their favourable
fortune.

As a Servant of the Crown, deeply sharing in that attach-
ment which all servants of Her Majesty must feel both to her
Throne and Person, I venture to hope that the propositions
of the Government declared through me, are in accordanco

with our faith and loyalty to Her Majesty.

: st ti ssion to real
1 ladstone’s Budget imposed a duty for the first time on the SucchlOlyl
propléir!t‘:yG; 1(1](: retained t)fe Inco?nc Tax for two years longer, at its then rate 9[ :(ln cnp::ﬁc
in the pound on incomes above £150, and extended it, at the rgtc of fivepencein tnc pgwcd-
to incomes between £100 and £150. Ireland was made subject to the tax, bu rcicthcsc.
relief in other directions. Remissions of indirect taxes were also made, nnd,otne [4
the repeal of the Advertisement Duty, was carried against the Government.
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warm blue eye, and it is not without a very amiable merriment
when there is occasion for it. He is slight and very graceful,
but even in the mélée of dancers and Archdukes, and all in
uniform, he may always be distinguished as the Chef. This
struck me more than anything, as now at Vienna the dancing is
also that general mélée which renders waltzing most difficult.
. « « The manners are excellent and free from pompousness or
awkwardness of any kind, simple, and when he is graciously
disposed, as he was to me, sehr herzlich und natiirlich. He keeps
every one in great order without requiring for this an outré
appearance of authority, merely because he is the master, and
there is that about him which gives authority, and which some-
times those who have the authority cannot succeed in getting
accepted or in practising. I think he may be severe st I’occasion
se présente ; he has something very muthig. We were several
times surrounded by people of all classes, and he certainly
quite at their mercy, but I never saw his little muthig expression
changed either by being pleased or alarmed. I trust that this
family connection may mitigate the only impression which in
Austria has created a hostile feeling, viz. the suspicions in
Palmerston’s time that it had become a plan of England fo
destroy the Austrian Empire. After the attentat on the Emperor
the impression on those who are attached to their country was,
and still is, that in England a sort of menagerie of Kossuths,
Mazzinis, Lagranges, Ledru Rollins, etc., is kept to be let
occasionally loose on the Continent to render its quiet and
prosperity impossible. That impression, which Lord Aberdeen
stated in the House of Lords at the end of April, is strong every-
where on the Continent, in Prussia as it is in Austria, and even
here our industriels are convinced of it. About what is to be
done by way of graciousness on your part we will consider.

. . . Ever, my dearest Victoria, your devoted Uncle,
Leororp R.

The Duke of Newcastle to Queen Vicioria.
Tth June 1853.

The Duke of Newcastle presents his humble duty to your
Majesty, and has the honour of bringing under your Magesty s
notice a desire for some time past felt by the Archbishop of
Canterbury, and by others interested in the welfgre of the
Church of England in the Colonies, that the extensive See of
Capetown should be divided, and that a new Bishopric of

Grahamstown should be erected. 1
An endowment of £10,000 for the proposed See has lately
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been provided by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel
1 Foreign Parts.

The Duke of N le under these ci ances hopes that
your Majesty will approve of the erection of this new See, and
has the honour to recommend to your Majesty that, in that case
the Rev. J. W. Colenso should be appointed to it.

Mr Colenso at present holds & Iiving 1 the Diocese of Nor-
wich, he was second wrangler at Cambridge, and was at one
time tutor to two of the sons of the late Sir Robert Peel at
Harrow.

The Duke of Newcastle has received a very high character of
Mr Colenso from his Diocesan, and the Archbishop of Canter-
bury considers him a fit person to be recommended to your
Majesty.

Queen Victoria to the King of the Belgians.
BUCKTNGEAM PALACY, 2%nd June 1853,

My pearesT UNcCLE,~—Many thanks for your kind Ietter of
the 17th, which I could not answer on my usual day (yesterday),
8s we were the whole day at the Camp, where there was &
Review, at which I rode It was a very fine sight, but my
enjoyment was & good deal spoilt by the nervousness which I
was 1n at having my poor blind cousm ! on horseback next to
me~Jed, It is & sad sight, and one which keeps me in a con-
stant state of;anxiety, as one is afraid of saying or doing any-
thing which may pam or distress him, or of his meetmg with
Pt EIR SOHLE N
m
ek '
were not for his poor eyes  He likes to go everywhere and do
:;;erything like anybody else, and speaks of things as +f ke saw

€. ., .

The Ortental Question is et a stendstill It is the Emperor
of Russia who must enable us to help him out of the difficulty.
1 feel convinced that War will be avoided, but I don’t see how
exactly. Our Troops looked beantiful yesterday. I wish your
young people could see our Camp.?

With Albert’s love, believe me, ever, your devoted Niece,

Vicroria R.
3 Eing Georpe V. of Manaver.

3 Ll Qhaab it A PAAN o Ve I Lot ansean
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The Earl of Dalhousie to Queen Victoria.
12h July 1853,

Lord Dalhousie presents his humble duty to your Majesty,
most gratefully acknowledging the gracious words which
your Majesty has addressed to him in the time of his great
affliction.!

Your Majesty has been pleased for many years to honour him
with frequent marks of personal distinction. He is indeed most
keenly sensible of the favour which bestowed them all. But
his deep gratitude must ever be given to the goodness which
dictated the touching assurance he has now received of your
Majesty’s interest in the piteous fate of one who for eighteen
years has been sll the world to him, whose patient, gentle
spirit, and whose brave heart had turned aside so many perils,
and who yet has sunk at last under the very means on which all
had securely reckoned as her certain safety. .

Lord Dalhousie ought not perhaps to have uttered even
this much of his sorrow, but your Majesty’s truly gracious
words have melted it from his heart; and still encourage
him to believe that your Majesty will not regard it as
obtrusive.

Lord Dalhousie will not mingle the other topics, on which
it is his duty to address your Majesty, with this respectful
expression of the enduring gratitude, with which he has the
honour to subscribe himself, your Majesty’s most obedient,

most humble, and most faithful Subject and Servant,
. DALHOUSIE.

The Barl of Aberdeen to Queen Victoria.
LONDON, 11th September 1853,

Lord Aberdeen presents his most humble duty to your
Majesty. . . . )

Lord Aberdeen has by no means forgotten the conversation
to which your Majesty has referred ; but after full consideration
he believes that the safest and best course has been adopted.?
Trusting to your Majesty’s gracious condescension, and the
confidence with which Lord Aberdeen has peen hopoured, he
will humbly venture to lay before your Majesty, w1bh.0ub any
reserve, the motives which have induced him to offer this advice

to your Majesty.

1 Lady Dalhousie died on the 6th of May,

2 Lord deen had suggested that it wo 2 advis:
Lord ;Zlm%?setl;m :ﬁou?d be igvited to Balmoral as Minister in attendance,

ingly went there on the 15th of September.

on her passage home from India.
uld be advisable for several reasons that
and he accord-
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Fleets at Constantinople in case of general disturbance will
take from the Emperor of Russia what Lord Cowley calls his
coup de Thédtre a la Sadlers Wells, viz. : the part of the generous
protector of the Sultan and restorer of Order.!

Queen Victoria to the Earl of Aberdeen.
BALMORAL, 25tk September 1853,

The Queen has received Lord Aberdeen’s letter of the 23rd,
and is very thankful to him for this full and lucid statement of
the present very critical situation.

She transmits to him & memorandum containing our views,
drawn up by the Prince with the desire he might also com-
municate it to Lord Clarendon.?

The Queen must say she now rejoices the Fleets should be

on their way to Constantinople.
God grant that any outbreak at Constantinople may yet be

averted.

The Barl of Aberdeen to Queen Victoria.
LONDON, Gth October 1853.

e The Cabinet will mest to-morrow ; and Lord Aberdeen
will have the honour of humbly reporting to your Majesty the

1 Even after the Russian occupation of the Principalities, which the Russian Minister,
Count Nesselrode, had described as not an act of war, but a material guarantee for the
concession by Turkey of the Russian demands, the resources of diplomacy were not
exhausted. The Four Powers—England, France, Austria, and Prussia-—agreed, in con-
ference at Vienna, to present a note for acceptance by Russia and the Porte, to the effect
(inter alin) that the Government of the Sultan would remain faithful * to the Ietter and
to the spirit of the Treaties of Kainardjt and Adrianople relative to the protection of the
Christian religion.”” This was most unfortunately worded, but, however, the clanse had
obtained the sanction of the English Government, and the Czar expressed his willingness
to accept it. Lord Stratford, however, saw the danger underlying the ambiguity of the
language, and, under his advice, the Porte proposed as an amendment the substitution
of the words ** to the stipulations of the Treaty of Kainardji, confirmed by that of Adrian-
ople, relative to the protection by the Sublime Porte of the Christian religion.” The
Russian Government refused to accept this amendment, and from that moment war was
inevitable. 'The British Fleet under Admiral Dundas had been sent from Malta to the

East at the beginning of June. i

2 The Memorandum stated that it would be fruitless further to attempt to settle the
dispute by the “ Rédaction >’ of Notes to be exchanged between Turkey and Russia, or
the choice of particular words and expressionsin public documents designed in order to

avoid naming the real objects in dispute. . . . .

“ Tt is evident ” (it was added) *“ that Russia has hitherto attempted to deceive usin
pretending that she did not aim at the acquisition of any new Right, but required only a
satisfaction of honour and a re-acknowledgment of the Rights she already possessed by
Treaty ; that she does intend and for the first time lays bare that intention, to acquire
new Rights of interference which the Porte does not wish to concede and cannot concede.
and which the European Powers have repeatedly declared she ought not to concede. . . »

“ If the views of Russia, for instance, with regard to ‘ Modification IIT, of the Note,
were to prevail, the extension of the advantages and privileges cnjoyed. by Christian
communities, in their capacity as foreigners, to the Greeks ggnernl] ¥, with the Right
granted to Russia to intercede for them to this effect, would simply make foreicmers of
10,000,000 of the subjects of the Porte, or depese the Sultan as their sovereign, putting

the Emperor of Russia in his place.”
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result of their discussions It will be Lord Aberdeen’s endea-
vour to prevent any rash decision ; and, above all, to keep open
the possibility of peaceful communications. No doubt, 1t may
be very agrecable to humiliate the Emperor of Russia; but
Lord Aberdeen thinks that it 1s paymng a httle too dear for this
pleasure, to check the progress and prosperity of this happy
gountry, and to cover Europe with confusion, misery, and
lood.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Queen Vicloria.
LoNDON, 7th October 1853

Lord Aberdeen presents lus humble duty to your Majesty.
As your Majesty will expect to hear from him to-day, he has
the honour of addressing your Majesty, although he could wish
that 1t had been in his power to give your Majesty a more full
and satisf Y t of the d of the Cabinet. The
meeting was very long, and considerable difference of opmion
prevailed in the course of the discussion. At length, however,
JLord Aberdeen is happy to say thero was such an agreement
as ensured a certain degree of unammity. With this view, it
was determmed to adhere toa defensive principle of actionin the
East. The Fleets may perhaps be already at Constantinople ;
but, at all events, they are to be brought there forthwith, and
to be stationed either there or in the Bosphorus, unless the
Russians should cross the Danube, or make any attack upon the
Turkish possessions on the coast of the Black Sea. In thiscase,
the combined Fleets would enter the Black Sea, for the defence
of the Turkish terrttory.

Considering the position we have already assumed jn this
unfortunate affair, perhaps it was impossible to do less than
this; and as there 1s very little chance of Russia undertaking
any active hostilities of the nature apprehended, it may reason-
ably be hoped that no actual collision will take place. At
the same time 1t must be recollected that Russia will regard the
ent o STt Tttt Tt g oag g yirtual

dec

" R . wration of war
by the I’orte_. and altha_ug}} tl}em is-m_y reason t_o gusp_ect any

hension at the prospect of the Turks in the prosecution of
hostilities, it is just possible that by his influence he may have
arrested the progress of their warlike measures ; but probably
this is too much to hope. At all events, Lord Aberdeen trusts
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that the path of negotiation is not finally closed, and that,
notwithstanding the equivocal position of Great Britain in this
contest, it may still be possible to employ words of conciliation
and peece. . . .

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
BALMORAL, 10th October 1853,

I had a long interview with Sir James Graham this morning,
and told him that Lord Aberdeen’s last letter to the Queen and
him ! made us very uneasy. It was evident that Lord Aberdeen
was, against his better judgment, consenting to a course of
policy which he inwardly condemned, that his desire to main-
tain unanimity at the Cabinet led to concessions which by
degrees altered the whole character of the policy, while he held
out no hope of being able permanently to secure agreement. I
described the Queen’s position as a very painful one. Here
were decisions taken by the Cabinet, perhaps even acted upon,
involving the most momentous consequences, without her
previous concurrence or even the means for her to judge of the
propriety or impropriety of course to be adopted, with evidence

1 The Earl of Aberdeen to Sir James Graham.
[Submatted to the Queen.]
ARGYLL HOUSE, 8tk October 1853,

MY DEAR GRAHAM,— . . . When we met, Clarendon made a sort of résumé of what
had taken place before we all separated, but ended with no specific proposal. After &
few interlocutory remarks from different quarters, Palmerston proposed his plan. Lord
John faintly supported it in general terms, but did not seem much in earnest about it.
I said that it appeared to involve the necessity of a declaration of war against Russia,
and the calling together Parliament forthwith. Gladstone strongly argued against the
proposal, Olarendon then read an outline of his proposed instructions, which were a
great abatement from Palmerston’s plan, We came at last to a sort of compromise ; our
great difficulty being now to deal with the question of entering the Black Sea. I consented
to this being done, provided it was strictly in defence of some point of attack on Turkish
territory. I have no fear that this will take place; and as long as we abstain from enter-
ing the Black Sea, Peace may be possible between us and Russia. We have thus assumed
a strictly defensive position, which for the moment may be sufficient, and will enable us to
carry on negotiations ; but this cannot last long. Under the character of defensive war,
we should inevitably become extensively engaged. Should the Tuarks be at all worsted,
which is probable, of course we must increase our assistance. We should have a French
army, and perhaps English money—all for defence. . )

The aspect of the Uabinet was, on the whole, very good. Gladstone, active and energefic
for Peacc; Argyll, Herbert, 0. Wood, and Granrille, all in the same sense. Newcastle,
not quite so much so, but good ; Lansdowne, not so warlike as formerly ; Lord John
warlike enough, but subdued in tone ; Palmerston urged his views perseveringly, but not
disagreeably. The Chancellor said little, but was cordially peaceful. Molesworth was
not present, there having been some mistake in sending the notice.

On the whole, therefore, yesterday passed off well enough ; but we sth} see what to-day
will bring us. Not a syllable was said in the Cabinet on any other subject. Lord John
seemed in good humour ; he came to See me a few minutes before the Cabinet. I told
you that I had spoken to Gladstone very fully; but I did not press any decision re-
specting domestic matters, as it would at this moment be quite upseasonable. Neverthe-
less, it must not be forgotten altogether. Yours, etc., etc., ABERDEEN.
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The instructions to Lord Stratford,! on the other hand, appear
to her very vague, and entrusting him with enormous powers
and a latitude of discretion which is hardly to be called safe.
As matters have now been arranged, it appears to the Queen,
moreover, that we have taken on ourselves in conjunction with
France all the risks of & European war, without having bound
Turkey to any conditions with respect to provoking it. The
hundred and twenty fanatical Turks constituting the Divan at
Constantinople are left sole judges of the line of poliey to be
pursued, and made cognisant at the same time of the fact that
England and France have bound themselves to defend the
Turkish Territory ! This is entrusting them with a power
which Parliament has been jealous to confide even to the hands
of the British Crown, It may be a question whether England
ought to go to war for the defence of so-called Turkish Indepen-
dence ; but there can be none that if she does so, she ought to
be the sole judge of what constitutes a breach of that indepen-
dence, and have the fullest power to prevent by negotiation
the breaking out of the war.

The Queen would wish copies of the enclosed papers to be
sent for her use as soon as convenient.

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 16(% October 1853.

We saw Lord Aberdeen yesterday. He went with us through
the whole of the proceedings of the last six weeks with respect
to the Eastern Question. Regretted Count Nesselrode’s Note,?
which Baron Brunnow owned nobody would regret more than
the Count himself, acknowledged the weakness of Austria, felt
sure of Lord Stratford’s insincerity towards him and the Gov-
ernment, . . . as he had to Lord Aberdeen’s certain knowledge
called ““ the conduct of the Government infamous” and declared
“ he would let the world know that his name was Canning.”
He acknowledged the disadvantage of the course adopted by
the Cabinet, which left the Turks at liberty to do as they
pleased ; he had to concede this to the Cabinet, which would
otherwise have been broken up by Lord John and Lord
Palmerston. Had he known what the Queen’s opinion was,
he might have been more firm, feeling himself supported by the

i i ' loy the British Fleet in the manner
1 Authority had been given to Lord Stratford to employ th 2 ho manner

he might deem most fit for defending Turkish territory _fyom aggression,
instrugted that if the Russian Fleet left Sebastopol, the British Fleet was to pass through
the Bosphores. he Austrian Foreign Minister, the Count:

2 In this despatch to Baron Meyendorf, t € 1 s
had disclosed thlc)a fact that the Russian interpretation of the Vienna Note differed {rom

that of the other Powers.
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Crown, but he had imagmed from her letters that there was
more animosity against Russia and leamng to war m her
min

Yet, under all the adverse circumstances Lord Aberdecn saw
still reason for hope that a peaceable settlement could be
obtamed. The French were ready to do anything we pleased,
go to war, remain at peace, etc, etc. ; in fact, Louis Napoleon
had experienced the great advantege for his posttion of the
Alliance with England. . . . Lord Stratford was thoroughly
frightened, and had made a proposal himself, which accordingly
he would support con amore. The Emperor of Russia had failed
in his attempt to form & Northern League against the Western
Powers. . . . The Emperor complamed hitterly of the conduct of
the Powers, who had disgraced him before the world by makimg
him accept a Note, and sanctiomng 1ts alteration by Turkey ;
“now they should do what they pleased and settle matters
with Turkey first, and bring him only what was settled and
fixed, he was wearied of the whole business, and anxious to get
rid of 1t for ever.”

What Lord Aberdeen now proposed was to follow the Em-
peror’s advice and agree with Turkey upon a Note, leaving out
all that she had objected to i the Vienna Note as Lord Strat-
ford recommended, and taking as much as possible Redschid
Pasha's own words to found the proposal of 1t upon the declara-
tion made by the Emperor at Olmutz to the Powers, that he
sought for no new right, privilege, or advantage, but solely for
the confirmation of the legal status guo, but accompanying this
with o declaration, that if Turkey created needless difficulties
and tried to evade a peaceful settlement the Powers would
withdraw their support and leave her to fight her own battle.
We went over the Documents which are not yet settled, even
between Lord Aberdeen and Lord Clarendon, and will require
the greatest caution in thew wordmg It 1s evident that the
Turks have every inducement not to let this opportumty shp
in going to war with Russia, as they will probably never find
so advantageous a one again, as the whole of Christendom
has declared them in the right, and they would fight with
England and France actively on their side !

At home, Lord Aberdecn sard matters do not stand much
better. Lord John has convinced himself that, under present
circumstances it would not da for him to ask Lord Aberdeen to
retire from the Prime Ministership and let him step i in his
place; perhaps he has found out also that the Peelites will not

Pt by e s much
ot
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Aberdeen that he had given up thatidea ; it was clear, however,
that he was now looking for an opportunity to break up the
Government on some popular ground, which it was impossible
to hope that he should not find. He now had asked for the
umnecha@e summoning of Parliament, called for by the state
of the Oriental Queston. This would create the greatest alarm
in the country, and embarrassment to the Government, and
was therefore resisted. Lord Aberdeen told Lord John quite
plainly he knew what the proposal meant—he meant to break
up i;he Government. * I hope not,”” was Lord John’s laughing
reply.

The Queen taxed Lord Aberdeen with imprudence in talking
to Lord John of his own readiness to leave office, which he
acknowledged, but called very natural in a man of seventy.
Lord John was dissatisfied with his position ; . . . upon Lord
Aberdeen telling him that he had the most powerful and
honourable position of any mean in England as leader of the
House of Commons, he answered, “ Oh, there I am quite
happy ! ”

I asked how under such circumstances that all-important
measure of Parliamentary Reform, upon which the future
stability and well-being of the Country so much depended, was
to be matured and brought forward ? Lord Aberdeen replied
that Lord John had it all ready and prepared in his pocket, and
told Lord Aberdeen so, adding, however, that under present
circumstances there was no use in bringing it forward, to which
Lord Aberdeen added : * You mean unless you sit in the chair
which I now occupy ?”’ Lord John laughed.

We discussed the probable consequences of Lord John’s
retiroment. TLord Aberdeen thought that Lord Palmerston,
Lord Lansdowne, and even Lord Clarendon would secede with
him, but this by no means implied that the whole party would ;
Lord Palmerston would not coalesce with Lord John, but try
for the lead himself ; Lord Clarendon quite agreed with Lord
Aberdeen, and had been very angry with Lord John, but was
personally under great obligations to him, and Sir James
Graham had (as he said) been very much struck with the change
of tone in Lord Clarendon at the last meeting of the Cabinet.
Most of the Liberals seemed very much pleased with their
situation. Sir James Graham had, of his own accord, told
Lord Aberdeen that, in the event of Lord J ohn’s secession, he
himself could not well sit in the House of Commmons under so
much younger & man as Mr Gladstone as Leader. He knew
that there would be objections to his assuming the lead himself,
but he would be quite ready to go to the House of Lords to
support Lord Aberdeen. ALBERT.
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The Emperor of Russia to Queen Victorial
“TSARSEO, c¢ lrg Octobre 1533,

Mapaye,—Votre Majesté cogmait,. jgl’espére, les s‘entignents

calamités, que nos deux pays ont un égel intérét 3 éviter. J'ose
Ie farre avec d’autant plus de confiance, que longtemps encore
avant que les affares ’Onent eussent pris la facheuse tournure
quelles ont acquise depuis, je m'étais adressé directement &
votre Majesté, par I'entremise de Sir Hamilton Seyrqour, pour
appeler votre on, Mad, sur ‘d_es §v tualités, alors

en réponse un égal exposé des vues du Gouvernernent de votre
Majesté,

Birs ainsi de ce que nous désirions de pert et d’auntre, par
quelle fatahté devons-nous done, Madame, en venir & une
mésintelligence ausst prononcée, sur des objets qui paraissaient
convenus d'avance, ot ma parole est engagée vis-d-vis de totre
31-7;'5:245, comme je crois celle du Gouvernement Anglais engagée

o emdn s ia 242l dy Lt
umgne de décider entre nous. : )
evons nous rester, comme jo le souhaite ardemment,
dans une bonne intelligence également profitable & nos
deux Etats, ou juge-t-Elle, que le pavillon Anglais doive
ﬂottef prés du croissant, pour combattre la eroix de Saint
André ity

Telle que soit 1a détermination de votre Majesté, qu'Elle

veulle étre persuadée de I'inaltérable et sinoére attachement

1 Grevilla calls the wrbiaw af +1 3 1oass

P
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avec lfesql}els je ne cesserais d’étre, de votre Majestd, le tout
¢voué frére et ami, Nicorass

Je prie votre Majesté de vouloir bien faire mes amitiés &
Monseigneur le Prince Albert.

Queen Victoria fo the Farl of Aberdeen.
WINDSOR CASTLE, 5th November 1853,

Although the Queen will have the pleasure of seeing Lord
Aberdeen this evening, she wishes to make some observations
on the subject of Lord Stratford’s last private letters communi-
cated to her yesterday by Lord Clarendon.! They exhibit
clearly on his part a desire for war, and to drag us into it. When
he speaks of the sword which will not only have to.be drawn,
but the scabbard thrown away, and says, the war to be success-
ful must be a “wery comprehensive one” on the part of
England and France, the intention is unmistakable, and
1t becomes a serious question whether we are justified in
allowing Lord Stratford any longer to remain in a situation
which gives him the means of frustrating all our efforts for
peace. The question becomes still graver when it is considered
that General Baraguay d’Hilliers seems from Lord Cowley’s
account of his conversation with him equally anxious for
extreme measures.

The Queen must express her surprise that Lord Stratford
should have coolly sent on so preposterous a proposal as
Redschid Pasha’s note asking for a Treaty of Alliance, the
amalgamation of our Fleets with the Turkish one, and the send-
ing of our surplus ships to the “ White ”’ Sea (!) without any
hesitation or remark on his part. As the note ends, however,
by saying that the Porte desires que les points ci-dessus émenés
(sic) sotent appréciés par les Cours d’ Angleterre et de France, et
que ces Cours veuillent bien déclarer leur intention d'agir en
conséquence, this appears to the Queen to afford an admirable
opportunity for stating plainly and strongly to the Turkish
Government that we have no infention of being used by them
for their own purposes. This time such a declaration might be
handed in to the Turkish Government, so that there can be no
mistake about the matter for the future.

The Queen encloses the letter and note, and wishes Lord
Aberdeen to show her letter to Lord Clarendon.

1 Lord Stratford had written that Redschid Pasha was unable to make head against
his warlike colleagues, and that unless some proposat of o decidedly satisfactory }:infl
should come from Vienna very soon, there would be no chance of avoiding posulitir\.
Tord Stratford added that hé had obtained a promise that no act of hestility should
take place on the Turkish side before the expiration of fiftecn days, and concluded with
the words ¢ ““ I fear that war is the decree of Fate, and our wisest part will be to do w hat

we can to bring it to a thoroughly good conclusion.”
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Queen Victoria to the Emperor of Russia.
' WINDSOR CASTLE, cs 14 Novembre 1853

Sme vr TRES cuEr Faime,—C'est avec une profonde et
smedre satrsfaction que je viens de recevoir la lettre que V.M.I
abren voulu m’écrire lo 3% Octobre, Je suis vivement touchée
des sentiments affectueux que vous m’y témoignez. VM. me
connait assez pour savoir combien ils sont réeiproques.

Je vous remercierai égal Sire, de la hise avec
laquelle vous me parlez des complications actuelles; je ne
saurais mieux répondre aux loyales mtentions de V.M. gu'en
Iui exprimant & mon tous, et avec toute drorture, mes optnions &
co sujet, car c’est 13, j’en suis sire, le meilleur moyen de con-
server utilement une amitié bien véritable,

J’a1, mon cher Frére, conformément & votre désir. relu les
communications confidentielles que vous avez bien voulu me
faire, co printemps, par intermédiaire du bon Sir Hamlton
Beymour, et les réponses que mon Gouvernement a regu ’ordre
dadresser 3 V.M.

Bien quune différence d’opinion trés notable devint alors
évidente entrei V.M. et moi relativement & la maniére d'en-

Swvali A o m e . 5

de santé de YEmpire Ot nous V'étions cependant sur la
néeessité, pour le laisser vivre, de ne pomt lui faire des demandes
bumiliantes, pourvu que tout le monde en agit de méme, et gue
personne n'abusit de sa faiblesse pour obtemr des avantages
?‘xylusxfs. V.AL dans ce but, daigna méme se déclarer préte

4 travauller de concert avec I’Angleterre & 1'czuvre commune
de prolonger Pexistence de I'Empire Turque, en évitant toute
cause d'alarme au sqyet de sa dissolution.”

Tavais de plus la, conviction qu'il Wexstait et ne pouvart
exister au fond aucune divergence d’opinion entre nous au
sujet des réelamations relatives aux Lieux-Saints, réclamations
qu, {'avais droit de le croire, constituaient lo seul grief de la
Russie contre la Porte.

Vi[e mets, §ire, 1a confiance la plos entiére dans la parole que

-ML & bien voulu me donner alors, et, que les assurances subsé-
3“51\1:&, dues & votre smitié, sont venues confirmer, en me
“‘r?;lgin: 1a counais.s%nc'e de Vos intentions. Personne n'ap-
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le caractére, V.M. sait que ses qualités personnelles ne sont
point suffisantes dans des transactions internationales par
lesquelles un Etat se lie envers un autre en de solennels engage-
ments ; et les véritables intentions de V.M. ont été & coup sir
méconnues et mal interprétées, & cause de la forme donnée au
réclamations adressées & la Porte.

Ayant & coeur, Sire, d’examiner ce qui avait pu produire ce
facheux malentendu, mon attention a été naturellement attirée
par Particle 7 du Traité de Kainardji; et jo dois dire & V.M.
qu’aprés avoir consulté, sur le sens qui pouvait avoir ét6 attaché
& cet article, les personnes les plus compétentes de ce pays-ci;
apres I'avoir relu ensuite moi-méme, avec le plus sincére désir
d’impartialité, je suis arrivée & la conviction que cet article
n’était point susceptible de 'extension qu’on y a voulu donner.
Tous les amis de V.M. ont, comme moi, la certitude que vous
n’auriez point abusé du pouvoir, que vous et ainsi été accordé ;
mais une demande de ce genre, pouvait & peine étre acceptée par
un Souverain qui tient & son indépendance.

Je ne cacherai pas davantage & V.M. I'impression doulour-
euse qu’a produit sur moi 'oceupation des Principautés. Cette
occupation a causé, depuis les quatres derniers mois, une
perturbation générale en Europe, et pourrait amener des
événements ultérieurs que je déplorerais d’un commun accord
avec V.M. Mais, comme les intentions de V.M. envers la Porte
sont, je le sais, amicales et désintéresséfas, j’al toute cgnﬁance
que vous trouverez le moyen de les exprimer et mettre & exécu-
tion de maniére & détourner de plus graves dangers, que tous
mes efforts, je vous assure, tendront sans Cesse a empegher.
L’attention impartiale avec laquelle j’ai suivi les causes qui ont
fait échouer jusqu'a présent toutes les tentatives de ’concxha-
tion, me donne la ferme conviction qu’il n’existe pas d’obstacle
réel qui ne puisse étre écarté ou promptement surmonté avec
Iassistance de V.M. .

Je n’abandonne point 'espoir de cet heureux résultat, merlne
aprés les tristes conflits qui ont fait couler le sang dm;s ?s
Principautés ; car j’ai la foi en Dieu que lorsque (}e i))t_x,:la
part Jes intentions sont droites et lorsque les intéréts bie
entendus sont communs, le Tout-Puissant ne p’ermettra pas
que I'Europe entiére qui contient déja tant 'd élélments in-
flammables, soit exposée & une conflagration genérfx e. Sir

Que Dieu veille sur les jours de V.M. ; et croy CZ: S1re, o
Pattachement sincére avec lequel jo suis, Sire et cher Frére, ¢

votre Majesté Impériale, la bien bonne Sceur thIgrg;S,A R,

Iy
o

Albert est trés sensible au souvenir de V.M. et me pric de lo
mettre & vos pieds.
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The Emperor of Russia to Queen Victoria.
S. PATERSBOURG, Ic 1% Décembre 1853,

MADAME,—Je remercie votre Majesté d’avoir eu la bonis
de répondre aussi amicalement que franchement 3 la lettre que
j’ai eu I'’honneur de lui écrire.  Je la remercie également de la
foi qu’elle accorde & ma parole,—je crois le mériter, je avous,
—28 anndes d’une vie politique, souvent fort pénible, ne
peuvent donner le droit & personne d’en douter.

Je me permets aussi, contrairement & Pavis de votre Majesté,
de penser, qu'en affaires publiques et en relations de pays &
pays, rien ne peut étre plus sacré et ne I'est en effet 4 mes yeux
que la parole souveraine, car elle décide en derniére instance
de la paix ou de la guerre. Je ne fatiguerais certes pas atten-
tion de votre Majesté par un examen détaillé du sens quelle
donne & Particle 7 du Traité de Kainardji; j’assurerais seule-
ment, Madame, que depuis 80 ans la Russie et la Porte 'ont
compris ainsi que nous le faisons encore. Ce sens-1a n’a été
interrompu qu’en derniers temps, & la suite d’instigations que
votre Majesté connait aussi bien que moi. Le rétablic dans
son réception primitive et la justifier par un engagement plus
solennel, tel est le but de mes efforts, tel il sera, Madame,
quand méme le sang devrait couler encore contre mon veeu e
plus ardent ; parce que c’est une question vitale pour la Russie,
et mes efforts ne lui sont impossibles pour y satisfaire.

8i j’ai dli occuper les Principautés, ce que je regrette autant
que vofre Majeste, c’est encore Madame, parce que les hb_ertés
dont ces provinces jouissent, leurs ont été acquises au priz du
sang Russe, et par moi-méme Madame les an_nées 1828 et 2?). Il
ne s’agit donc pas de conguétes, mais & la veille d’un conflit que
P’on rendait de plus en plus probable, il elit été mdlgm? de? moi
de les livrer siirement & la main des ennemis du Christianisme,
dont les persécutions ne sont un secret que pour ceux qu
veulent I'ignorer.  J’espérais avoir répondu ainsi aux doutes
et aux regrets de votre Majesté avec la plus entiére franchise.
Elle veut bien me dire qu’Elle ne doute pas qu'avec mon aide
le rétablissement de la paix ne soit encore possible, malgré le
sang répendu; j’y réponds de grand cceur, Ous, Mpdame, si
les organes des volontés de votre Majesté exécutent ﬁdele’mcnt ses
ordres et ses intentions bienveillantes. Les miennes n'ont pas
varié dés le début de cette triste épisode. Reculer devant le danger,
comme vouloir maintenant autre chose que je n’at voulu en violant
ma parole, serait au-dessous de mot, et le noble cceur de votre
Majesté doit le comprendre. .

J’ajouterais encore que son cceur saignera en epprenant Jes
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our moi ; tant que ma vie se prolongers ils seront récipro-

qués de ma pert.  Jo sws heureux de lo Lui dire, en l'assurant

du siocére attachement avee lequel je sus, Madame, de votre
Majesté, lo tout dévous Frére and Ami, Nrcoras.

Je me rappells encore une fois au bon souvenir de Son
Altesse Royule.le Prince Albert et Ie remercie également de
ges paroles obligeantes.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Queen Victora.
LONDOX, 6ih December 1833

.+ . As Lord John Russell will have the honour of sceing
your Majesty to-morrow, he will be able to explamn to your
Majesty the present state of the discussions on Reform, and
the progress of the Measure* Lord Aberdeen feels 1t to be his
duty to inform your Majesty that on Saturday eveming he
received a visit from Lord Palmerston, who announced his
dearded objection to the greater part of the proposed plan?
He did this in such positive terms that Lord Aberdeen should

1 Qn the 19th of November Lord Johp had written to the Queen cuttining the Reform
propaeals of the Commuttee of the Cabinet. The Queen subsequently wrote to make
alditional suggestlons, e g., for finding a Means of brinzing into the Hogse officiat persons
o men withont local connections, and for with Ministerial re-slections.

2 Lord Palmerston wrote to Lord Lansdowne, giying an sccount of the affair —

“ CARLTON GABDENS, 8th December 1853,
1T DER L Thavehadt: Aberdeen on the subject
of John Rnssell's propesed Reform BAll, and X have 2aid that there are three paints in 1t
Yo wheeh T cannot
“Thesy pownts are—the extent of the extent of
:;g{ the addition. ot the Yanmcpal Franchise in Borougts to the £19 Mouseholder Fran-
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imngine he had mnde up his mind not to give the Measure his
ruppert 3 but Lord John entertains considerable doubt, that
tuely is the case,

’ Lord Aberdeen thinks it by no menans improbable that Lord
{nlmcrsh)n mny also desire to separato himself from the
Government, in consequence of their pacific policy, and in
order to take the load of the War Party and the Anti-Reformers
in the House of Commons, who are essentially the same.  Such
n combination would undoubtedly be formidable ; but Lord
Aberdeen trusts that it would not prove dangerous. At all
events, it would tend greatly to the improvement of Lord
John's Foreign Poliey,

The Prince Albert to the Earl of Abcrdeen.
O=BORNE, OA December 1863,

My pran Lorp Anernrny,—~The Queen has consulted with
Lord John Russell upon the Reform plan, and on the question
of Lord Palmerston’s position with regard to it ; and he will
doubtless give you an nccount of what passed.  She wishes me,
however, to tell you likewise what strikes her with respect to
Lord Palmerston. It appears to the Queen clear that the
Reform Bill will have no chance of success unless prepared and
introduced in Parlinment by a united Cabinet ; that, if Lord
Palmeraton has made up his mind to oppose it and to Jeave the
Government, there will be no use in trying to keep him in it,
and that there will be danger in allowing him to attend the
discussions of the Cabinet, preparing all the time his line of
attack ; that if a successor to him would after all have to be
found at the Home Office, it will be unfair not to give that
important member of the Government full opportunity to take
his share in the preparation and deliberation on the measure
to which his consent would be asked. Under these circum-
stances it becomes of the highest importance to ascertain—

1. What the amount of objection is that Lord Palmerston

entertains to the Measure ;
3. What the object of the declaration was, which he seems

to have made to you.

This should bo obtained 7n twriting, so as to make all future
misrepresentation impossible, and on this alone a decision can
well be taken, and. in the Queen’s opinion, even the Cabinet
could alone deliberate.

Should Lord Palmerston have stated his objections with the
view of having the Measure modified it will be right to consider
how far that can safely be done, and for the Queen, also, o
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balance the probable value of the modification with the risk
- ot ' put himself at the head of the
1t does the possibility of jus
13 leader of that Party.

! copsider huis declaration as a
*“ notice to quit,™ the ground upon which he does so should be
clearly put on record, and no attempt should be made to
damage the character of the Measure in the vamn hope of pro-

pitiating him. Ever yours truly, ALBERT.

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
OSBORNE, 1624 Decomber 1833,

Lord Aberdeen arrived yesterdsy snd returned to-day to
meet the Cabinet to-morrow. Lord Palmerston has sent in
his resignation 1n & short note to Lord Aberdeen, a further corre-
spondence with Lord John and Lord Lensdowne, Lord Aber-
deen put into my hands, and I have copied the two most
important letters which follow here.

ord John is reported as very angry, calling Lord Palmer-
ston’s conduct * treacherous,” a term Lord Aberdeen hardly
understands, as against him he has been perfectly consistent
with regard to the Reform Measure, from the beginning, and
had frequently denied the necessity of Reform. Lord
Aberdeen had advised Lord John to show boldness and energy,
and to undertake the Home Office at once himself ; this would

asked for time to consider ; after seeing Lady John, however,
o declined.

Lord Aberdeen’s fears aro still mainly as to the Eastern
Question, Lord John pressing for war measures. Lord
Aberdeen had followed my advice, and had a long exp'lanau.on
on the subject, in which they both agreed that their policy
should be one of Peace, and he thought msners se(lle(.l when

propositions. 5 3
When Lord Aberdeen snnounced the mtended_ruptu{:a w'nh

Lord Palmerston to Lord John. he drily said: *Well,

it would be very awkward for you if Palmerston quarrels
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one day with you about Reform, and I the next about
Turkey !

There can be no doubt that Lord Palmerston will at once
try to put himself at the head of the late Protectionist party,
and, with the present indifference of the Country upon Re-
form, the fate of the Bill is by no means certain. On the
question of Peace or War, Lord Aberdeen is quite certain that
the House of Commons will adopt no war resolutions.

Much will depend, however, on the line taken by Lord
Lansdowne, who has great influence in the House of Lords,
and whose secession would spread great alarm over the Country
as to the real tendency of the Measure (which the Duke of
Newcastlo describes as in fact a great increase of power to the
land!). We agree that the Queen should write to him to
prevent any hasty step.

The Queen sanctioned the offer of the Home Office to Sir
George Grey, and of a seat in the Cabinet to Mr Cardwell (the
President of the Board of Trade). ALBERT.

Queen Victoria to the Marquis of Lansdowne.
OSBORNE, 16tk December 1853.

The Queen has been made very anxious by the Resignation
of Lord Palmerston, but still more so by hearing that Lord
Lansdowne has not been able to reconcile himself to the
Measure of Reform as now proposed in the Cabinet, which
has caused Lord Palmerston’s withdrawal. Lord Lansdowne
is aware of the paramount importance which the Queen at-
taches to a safe settlement of that question, and to the mainten-
ance of her present Government ; and she would press upon
Lord Lansdowne not to commit himself to & final determina-
tion before she shall have an opportunity of seeing him. The
Queen will go to Windsor on Thursday, and hold a Council on
Friday, at which it may perhaps be convenient to Lord Lans-
downe to attend, and it will give the Queenthe greatest pleasure
to find that Lord John Russell has succeeded in removing Lord

Lansdowne’s objections.

Queen Victoria to the Earl of Clarendon.
OSBORNE, 17th December 1853.

The Queen returns the enclosed Draft and Despatch to Lord

Clarendon.
1 I.e., the landed interest.
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She has never been so much perplexed respecting any
decision she has had to make, as in the present mstance She
hes read Lord Stratford’s Despatch {358) over several times,
and she is struck, every time more, with the consummate
ability with which it is wntten and argued; but also with
the difficulty in which it places the person reedmg 1t to
extract distinctly what the Porte will be prepared to
concede.

The concluding passage of the Draft involves the most
important consequences. As the Queen understands it, it
promises war with Russia in & given contingency, but the
contingency 15: Russia rejecting terms which are ““in their
spirit and character such as Your Excellency sets forth in
your Despatch” The Queen finds it impossible to make
such ¢ d q depend: upon  such
vague expressions. The more so, as *“‘the spit and
character ” alluded to, appears to her to be, as if purposely,
obscure.

When Lord Stratford says, that the Turks would be satisfied
“with o renewal m clear and comprehensive terms of the
formal Declarations and Treaties already existingin favour of
the Porte ”’—the Queen cannot understand what is meant—
as all the former Treaties between Russia and Turkey have
certainly not been in favour of the Porte. Nor is it clear to
the Queen whether “ the clear and unquestionable deliverance
from Russian interference applied to spiritual matters” is
compatible with the former treaties.

Whilst the Queen, therefore, perfectly agrees in the principle
that, should Russia *‘ for 1ts own unjustifiable objects, show
herself regardless of the best interests of Europe ” by rejecting
every farr term, the timo will have arrived * for adopting
measures of more active coercion against her "—she caanot
sanction such a Declaration except on terms which are so
clear in themselves as to exclude all misinterpretation.

Queen Victoria to the Earl of Clarcndon.
(Tadated)

The Queen has received Lord Clarendon’s letter of tho 19th,
and enclosures. She approves the Draft to Vienna, and asks
to have a copy of it, together with the Despatch from Lord
Westmorland to which it refers.

She nlso approves of the Drait to Lord Cowley, with certain
exceptions, viz., on the second page our accordance with the
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views of the French vaernment “upon the utterly unjustifi-
able course that Russia has pursued,” etc., is stated. If as
the Queen must read it, this refers to the affair at Sinope,‘ it
is a dangerous assertion, as we have yet no authentic account
of the circumstances of the case, which would make it possible
to judge what degree of justification there might have been.
The sentence should, at any rate, be qualified by some expres-
sion such as * as far as we know,” or *“ should present accounts
prove correct,” etc.

The word ‘‘utterly ” might under any circumstances be
left out, as a state of War is in itself a justification of a
battle.

On page four the words “ by sea ”’ will have to be added to
make the statement precise and correct.

The concluding sentence, the Queen must consider as tanta-
mount to a declaration of war, which, under the guarded
conditions however attached to it, she feels she cannot refuse
to sanction. It would, in the Queen’s opinion, be necessary,
however, distinctly and fully to acquaint the Russian Govern-
ment with the step now agreed upon.

Lord Palmerston’s mode of proceeding always had that
advantage, that it threatened steps which it was hoped would
not becorme necessary, whilst those hitherto taken, started on
the principle of not needlessly offending Russia by threats,
obliging us at the same time to take the very steps which we
refused to threaten.

The Queen has to make one more and a most serfous observa-
tion. The Fleet has orders now to prevent a recurrence of
such disasters as that of Sinope. This cannot mean that it
should protect the Turkish Fleet in acts of aggression upon the
Russian territory, such as an attack on Sebastopol, of which
the papers speak. This point will have to be made quite clear,
both to Lord Stratford and the Turks.

The Queen would also wish to have copies of the Draft, when
corrected, of Lord Cowley’s Despatch.

Memorandum by the Prince Albert.
WINDSOR OASTLE, 25th December 1853.

Lord Aberdeen had an Audience of the Queen yesterday
afternoon. He reported that some of his collesgues, Sir C.
1 On the 30th of November the Russian Fleet from Sebastopol attacked the Turkish
squadron in the harbour of Sinope, a naval station in the Black Sea, and dcstrqyed it.
The feeling in the country against Russia was greatly inflamed by the incident, which was
referred to as the ** massacre of Sinope.”
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Wood, the Duke of Newcastle, and,Mr Gladstone, had been very
anxjous that Lord Pal should be readmitted into the
Cabinet ;. they had had interviews with him in which he had
expressed his hope to be allowed to reconsider his step. Lady
Palmerston had been most urgent upon this point with her
husbend, Al the people best conversant with the House of

Commons stated that the Government had no chance of going
on <tk T and Pateneein - o ‘

tem
Que .
shateu L vpmo.

s v plusuipio UL Lne Measwre’  Lord Aberdeen saw Lord
John end Sir J. Graham, who convinced themselves that under
the circumstances nothing else remained to he done. Lord
Aberdeen having asked Lord John whether he should tell the
Queen that it was & political necessity, he answered: “ Yes,
owing to the shabbiness of your colleagues,” to which Lord
Aberdeen rejoined: “Not shabbiness; cowardice 13 the
word.”
T ard Abardapn arees Lot il or o M M

Palmerston.”

Lord Aberdeen thinks, howover, that he can make no further
dufficulties about Reform, and he, Lord John, and Graham were
determined to make no material elterations in the Bill. Gra-
harn 18 suspicious lest the wish to get Palmerston in again, on
the part of = seetion of the Cabinet, was an intngue to get
:Il:g Measure emasculated. Lord Aberdeen does not believe

...

Lord Aberdeen describes Lord John's feeling as very good
and cordial towards him, He, Lord John, had even made hup
8 long speech to show his gratitude for Lord Aberdcen's
kitdness to humn. ALDERT.

The Earl of Aberdeen to Queen Victoria,
LownoN, 26th December 1138

Lord Aberdeen, with his most humble duty to your )?33_ sty
ha the honour of enclosing coptes of Lord Palmerston’s
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to him,* and of his answer. Lord Aberdeen was not without
some apprehension of recelving a rejoinder ; but instead of
which, & note arrived this morning, merely asking if a Cabinet
was likely to be summoned in the course of the weel, as he was
going into the country ; in fact, a note just as if nothing what-
ever has talen place !

1 Lord Palmerston wrote: “I find . . . that I was mistaken in inferring from your
letter that the details of the intended Reform Bill had been finally settled by the Govern-
ment, and that no objection to any part of those details would be listened to.”” He went
on to say that, under the circumstances, he could not decline to comply with the wish of
many members of the Government that he should withdraw his resignation.

- M A ——————
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